





I will not be pushed, says Major 


iBSl 


DONALD MACINTYRE 

Political Editor 

John Major yesterday bluntly re- 
asserted his belief in the very 
“One Nation” Toryism that 
Baroness Thatcher had derid- 
ed in her controversial lecture 
and declared: “1 will not be 
pushed off what I believe to be 

righL” 

In a determined effort to 
quell party anger in the after- 
math of Lady Thatcher’s 
lengthy right-wing critique of 
Tory “problems", the Prime 
Minister said: “We have been a 
One Nation Conservative Par- 
ty since the beginning of time 
and we are now. . .how can one 


possibly have a two-nation 
party of any sort?" 

In a robust first public reac- 
tion to the lecture in which Lady 
Thatcher suggested that Con- 
servatives had not lived up to 
middle-class expectations, Mr 
Major declared in his Hunt- 
ingdon constituency that bis 
administration had delivered 
a “platform of prosperity" and 
added: “I do not intend to be 
pushed off iL" 

As MPs on either side of the 
Tories’ ideological fault-line 
queued up to defend or attack 
Lady Thatcher's Thursday lec- 
ture in a fresh outbreak of pub- 
lic squabbling, Mr Major 
refrained from direct personal 


City bank 
in insider 
deals probe 


criticism of his predecessor. As 
a “very important part of the 
Conservative Parly,” she had 
“input” inlo party policy, the 
Prime Minister said. 

But Lord Howe - her one- 
time ally. Chancellor, and For- 
eign Secretary - was withering 
about her remark that “One 
Nation” Tories were more like 
“No Nation" Tories because of 
their espousal of European 
“federalism", l! had been a 
“glib phrase and an expensive 
one", he said. “I fear it is her 
latter-day obsession with that 
question' [Europe] that risks 
doing so much damage to her 
own reputation and even in the 
last resort to the achievements 




of the Government, in which we 
all worked together." 

In contrast to the official 
Toiy line, publicly advanced by 
Mr Major yesterday, that Lady 
Thatcher’s lecture had been 
misconstrued and was essen- 
tially an attack on Labour, it was 
freely acknowledged in bis 
circle that he had been 
dismayed by con Lem regarded 
as “unhelpful." 

John Prescott. Labour's 
deputy leader, said Mr Major 
was now “at war” with Lady 
Thatcher but the Prime Minis- 
ter declared: “I have set out 
what 1 believe to be right and I 
shall fight for what I believe 
to be right and I will not be 


pushed off what I believe to be 
righL 

Ray Whitney, chairman of the 
party's Positive European 
Group, said Lady Thatcher's 
speech had been “sad" and 
that she looked '‘old and ill” on 
television, while Julian Critch- 
ley. the outgoing MP for Aider- 
shot, suggested that “Lady 
Thatcher ought really to retire 
and open a tea shop in Bury St 
Edmunds." 

Peter Lilley, the Secretary of 
State for Social Security, and 
one of the four right-wingers 
singled out for praise, said: 
“There are two interesting 
things about her speech - what 
she actually said and what you 


in the media were determined 
to find in iL Five lines you've 
managed to blow up out of all 
proportion. What’s in the rest 
of it includes a very' extensive, 
detailed and effective demoli- 
tion job oo Tony Blair and the 
Labour Party." 

Yet even on the most gener- 
ous count. Lady Thatcher's at- 
tack on Labour occupies no 
more than two of the nine 
closely typed pages in her lec- 
ture text - about half the length 
of a section entitled “Re- 
thinking Conservative Policy” 
and about the same length as 
one headed “What Has Gone 
Wrong?" 

Leading article, page 16 
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— DAVID HELUER 

The City was last night prepar- 
J ing itself for a big insider- 
lp dealing inquiry, focusing on a 
l[j link between a public relations 
firm and employees at Robert 
Fleming, the investment bank. 

Department of Trade and 
Industry inspectors are next 
week widely expected to be 
called on to investigate. 

The London Stock Ex- 
change, whose surveillance 
department investigates alle- 
gations about the improper use 
of privileged information, has 
been listening to tape-recorded 
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Stock Exchange may be the 
centra of fresh controversy 

conversations between Financial 
Dynamics, one of the City's 
largest public relations compa- 
nies, and employees of Robert 
Fleming. Financial Dynamics' 
clients include Tesoo and 
Kingfisher. 

The exchange is trying to as- 
certain whether anyone at 
Robert Fleming or any of its 
member firms made improper 
use of privileged financial in- 
formation about the building 
company C-aradon in Septem- 
ber last vear. 

If they believe there is a pri- 
ma facie case of wrongdoing, 
the usual procedure would be 


to pass the information to the 
Department of Trade and 
Industry. 

Yesterday a source dose to 
the investigation said a decision 
bad been delayed: “ as more and 
more information comes up. 
But we are pretty well 
there now and there could be 
an announcement early next 
week." 

Three employees at Robert 
Fleming spent time away from 
the office after the New Year 
break while the bank conduct- 
ed its own internal inquiries. 
The stock exchange first inves- 
tigated share dealings in 
Gtradon last September after 
the building products firm 
was forced to bring forward 
its results and make a profits 
warning. 

On the Friday before the re- 
sults were due there was un- j 
usually high turnover in the ; 
shares, which fell sharply. 

At the time stock market 
dealers expressed concern over 
the trades, saying that the vol- 
ume of trade unplied that some 
people were aware of Caradon's 
poor performance in advance of 
the publication of the compa- 
ny’s figures. 

The initial investigation ap- 
pears to have lapsed. But in the 
past few weeks fresh infor- 
mation has been passed to 
the stock exchange, which 
forms the basis of its latest 
inquiries. 

Financial Dynamics believes 
it is the victim of a smear cam- 
paign and rejected suggestions 
that anyone was contemplating 
resignation. Financial Dynam- 
ics was recently rebuked by the 
City Takeover Panel in an 
unrelated incident which 
involved passing on information 
about a client's future 
profits performance during 
the course of a contested 
takeover battle. 

Some directors of Financial 
Dynamics are expected to 
receive hundreds of thousands 
of pounds in earn-outs shortly, 
while others are hoping to 
receive incentives with new 
share options. 
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East meets West US soldiers greet the first Russian troops to serve with Nato in Bosnia as they arrive in Tuzia, Report page 10 Photograph: AFP 
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DNA test for 1,200 lorry drivers 


CHRIS MOWBRAY 
and JASON BENNETTO . 

DNA testing is to be used na- 
tionally for the first lime in an 
attempt to catch the murderer 
of the French student Celine Fi- 
gard, whom police revealed 
yesterday was probably raped 
before being strangled 

The naked body of Celine. 19, 
was found dumped in woodland 
in Worcestershire 10 days after 
she was given a lift by a lorry 
driver. 

Police bunting her killer said 
yesterday that they intend to 
take DNA samples from all 
1,200 drivers who own white 
Mercedes Ionics similar to the 
one which Celine climbed into 
before she disappeared. 

It will be the fust time that 
mass testing has been carried 
out nationally and on the mem- 


bers of a particular trade. 
Large-scale screening in previ- 
ous murder inquiries has only 
been done on a local basis. 

In the most recent case up to 
S0Q DNA samples, from mouth 
swabs, were taken from young 
men in the hunt for the killer 
of the schoolgirl Naomi Smith. 
The tests started in October 
from the village of Ansley Com- 
mon. near Nuneaton’ War- 
wickshire, where Naomi 15, was 
found stabbed and sexually as- 
saulted. In November a 19- 
year-old man was charged with 
her murder. 

The latest development in the 
Celine murder inquiry comes as 
police revealed that the student 
had been raped. Samples tak- 
en from her body have provid- 
ed police with DNA, which 
they believe belongs to her 
killer. Forensic scientists plan to 


compare this sample with those 
taken from the lorry drivers. 
Anyone refusing to co-operate 
wfli be further investigated. 

Celine was Iasi seen on 19 
December being given a lift at 
CbieveJy Services oo the M4 in 
Berkshire. The driver of the ve- 
hicle is described as a white 
man. in his late 30s and with fair 
or ginger hair and a close- 
cropped beard. 

Detective Chief Superinten- 
dent John McCammont, the 
head of West Merda CID. said: 
“The forensic evidence shows 
that she had sexual intercourse 
since travelling from France 
and I believe it took place with- 
out her consent 

“This sample will be of great 
value in eliminating drivers 
from our investigation. If we 
carryout DNA testing on all dri- 
vers of White Mercedes lorries. 
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Harlequins turn Japanese in rugby revolution 
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STEVE BALE 

Harlequins are blessed with 
one of the most evocative 
names in rugbv, but what’s in a 
name? The Quins yesterday 
entered into a three-year cor- 
porate partnership with NEC. 
the Japanese electronics giant, 
worth around £1 -5m which from 
next season will rechristen 
them, as their publicity blurb 
puts it, “NEC Harlequins ... of 

Sports editors, on the other 
hand, may take some persuad- 

afism bad already shown that 

Wfl Carting England captain 

and NEC Hariequin that the Harlequin Football 


Club was prepared to adulter- 
ate the title that had served with 
distinction for 130 years - 31 
years longer than NEC 
* But this is the price of 
progress, as several other sport- 
ing institutions have discov- 
ered. Instead of the plain old FA 
Cup, we now have “The FA 
Cup, sponsored by LinJewoocfe’' 
and the home of Test cricket in 
south London is “The Foster’s 
Oval”. 

NEC 's money w2! go a con- 
siderable way towards funding 
the player contracts that are be- 
ing drawn up ready for the end 
of the rugby; football union's 
moratorium in May. leaving 
Roger Looker, the dub chair- 
man, to suggest Quins would be 


“highly competitive in the terms 
that nil] be offered to our play- 
ers". More in keeping with 
Harlequin tradition, yesterday's 
announcement took place at the 
Savoy Hotel in London, with a 
goodly turn-out of players - 
though not the En gland captain 
Will Carling - present to hear 
the personally felicitous news. 

Quins’ partnership with NEC 
coincides with plans for a new 
4,200-seater east stand at the 
Stoop Memorial Ground for 
which consent has been granted 
by Richmond council. Work 
on the £4m project is due to 
start at the end of this season, 
with the seating in place for next 
season and work completed by 
the end of the year. 


NEC's support, designed so 
that Harlequins are not bought 
out as other dubs have been, also 
incorporates a youth-develop- 
raeni programme initially based 
in London and taking' in the 
sports scholarships the dub is in- 
augurating at the University of 
Surrey. Quins intend that this is 
developed on a national basis. 

“At this time of considerable 
change in the game, wc have re- 
viewed our financial position in 
detail and wOl be introducing a 
number of major initiatives in 
the coming mouths.” Mr Look- 
er said. Among the initiatives 
arc the NEC-Hariequins cheer- 
leaders: Adrian Stoop must be 
turning in his grave, if only to 
get a belter view. 


we should find the man re- 
sponsible or discover that he has 
gone missing. 

“The new evidence will be 
welcomed by members of the 
haulage industry who are ... 
genuinely aghast and appalled-'’ 

The DNA from Celine's 
body will also be checked 
against the newly established na- 
tional DNA dalahase of “ge- 
netic fingerprints" to see 
whether it matches any samples 
taken from criminals or at the 
scene of other offences. 

The database - the first in the 
world - was set up last April. 
Since then police have been able 
to take samples from anyone be- 
ing questioned in connection 
with a recorded crime. At first, 
only samples from a limited 
number of categories - sex of- 
fences, burglary and serious 
assault - are being recorded. 
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Ecstasy death warning 

A teenager who went into a 
coma after taking ecstasy ap- 
pealed to youngsters not to 
“dance with death". Page 3 

M3fermium showdown 

Greenwich and Birmingham 
lead the contest to host the Mil- 
lennium Exhibition. Page 8 

Today’s weather 

Breezy with sunny spells and 
showers. Page 2 


J Sita would be 
glad to collect 
her water from 
a stand pipe 
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Wildcat strike hits post in London 


BARRIE CLEMENT 

Labour Editor 

An unofficial strike yesterday 
caused widespread disruption to 
London's postal system in a dis- 
pute over casual workers which 
began with a fight between two 
Royal Mail employees. 

Management taped up pillar 
boxes in the capital yesterday 
as four out of the five main 1 
sorting offices were hit. 

The altercation between two 
postmen at the office in 
Crick] ewood, north-west Lon- 


Impasse 
on arms 
set to 
continue 


ALAN MURDOCH 

Dublin 

Former US senator George 
Mitchell said in Dublin yester- 
day that his three-man decom- 
missioning body had “not yet 
made any decisions or reached 
any conclusions'' on how to re- 
solve the impasse over para- 
military weapons. 

He was speaking after an 
hour-long meeting with the 
Tkoiseach, John Bruton, and the 
Irish Foreign Minister, Dick 
Spring. But Mr Mitchell re- 
mained optimistic that the body 
could complete its report by its 
target date in the middle of this 
month. 

Neither side was prepared to 
discuss details of their talks, but 
Mr Mitchell confirmed he had 
received a series of suggestions 
and analyses. 

Asked about speculation that 
the Mitchell body was consid- 
ering how a new elected as- 
sembly in Northern Ireland 
might assist political progress, 
Mr Bruton declined to say if he 
had outlined any formula under 
which Dublin might accept such 
a plan, which is being urged by 
Unionist and Alliance parties. 

But he stressed his govern- 
ment had expressed its willing- 
ness to discuss the idea in the 
Downing Street joint commu- 
nique last month. Mr Bruton 
said the matter was one to be 
dealt with during the political 
track of the talks, rather than 
the parallel arms track. 

Earlier, Mr Spring said the 
government thought there was 
“no possibility” of nationalists 
accepting a return to any Stor- 
mont-type body which recreat- 
ed the majority Unionist 
domination of the minority 
Catholic community. This had 
been repeatedly voiced by both 
the SDLP and Sinn Fein. 

Indeed, after meeting Mr 
Mitchell, the Sinn Fein presi- 
dent, Gerry Adams, said: “As for 
as we are concerned any return 
to a Stormont Assembly or in- 
deed any variation of the pro- 
posals put by David Trimble is 
merely part of the stalling of this 
process. It's a non -runner." 


don, last Friday resulted in one 
of the men being dismissed, 
which then sparked a wildcat 

walkout 

The stoppage spread to two 
more offices in north-west 
London and only came to an 
end when strikers’ leaders 
agreed to a return to work 
package which involved the 
introduction of casual staff to 
dear the backlog. 

A fresh walkout ensued on 
Wednesday however when 
strikers accused management of 
employing far more casual 


workers than had been agreed. 
By yesterday the action had 
spread to other parts of London, 
although most delivery offices 
were working, according to 
management. 

The increasing “casualisa- 
tion” of Royal Mail jobs is the 
subject of prolonged argument 
between management and the 
Communication Workers’ 
Union, which was yesterday at 
pains to dissociate itself from 
the unofficial stoppage. 

A spokeswoman for the Roy- 
al Mail said the main reason for 


the fresh walkout at Crickle- 
wood was that staff wanted 
overtime for clearing the 
backlog from the first strike. 

The spokeswoman said the 
strike had only caused patchy 
disruption and that the union 
and management were hopeful 
that the conflict could be 
brought to a speedy end. 

In a ballot result out yester- 
day, Royal Mail workers 
throughout Britain voted by 
nearly five to one to accept an 
inflation-breaching pay rise of 
3.5 per cent. 


| Production at Ford’s largest 
plant, at Dagenham, was dis- 
rupted yesterday as parts de- 
livery drivers walked out on 
unofficial strike. 

The stoppage was thought to 
have been staged in protest at 
the company’s “final” pay offer 
and comes at a sensitive time for 
the company. Later this month 
the Dagenham plant is sched- 
uled to begin production of a 
Mazda version of the Fiesta. 
The Japanese company is hop- 
ing to sell the model almost 
exclusively outside Britain. 


Ford’s 22,000 manual work- 
ers are holding a strike ballot 
over the pay offer which would 
yield a 4.75 per cent increase 
this year followed by 4 .5 per 
cent, or the inflation rate phis 
0 .5 per cent, next year. The 
company however rejected a 
claim for a two-hour reduction 
in the working week to 37 
hours. _ 

Meanwhile Charles Golden, 
chairman and ma n a g i n g direc- 
tor of Vauxhali, wrote to the 
company’s 7,700 manual work- 
ers warnin g them that their 


lobs would be in jeopardy if tbq' 

rejected a “final" three-year 

package includes a 4.5 
per cent increase this year and 
an increase in lute with thein- 
flation rate in the two subse- 
quent years. The company has 
aJso offered a one-hour cut m 
the working week. 

The Amalgamated Engi- 
neering and Electrical Union 
has urged its members to accept 
the proposed settlement, but the 
Transport and General had 
made no recommendation. 


Brief Encounter’ clock returns to Waterloo with perfect timing 



Independent 
sales up, 
Guardian 
down 

Average sales of the 

Independent rasety 

13.000 a day to 294,000 
last year - a 4.5 per cent 
increase over the average 
daily sale in 1994. 

By contrast, sales of the 
Guardian fell by nearly 

4.000 a day on average, 
according to the official fig: 
ures released yesterday by 
the Audit Bureau of Circula- 
tion. 

The Independent s circu- 
lation also gamed in P e- - 
cember, when average daily 
sales were 7 ,000 better - 
than the same month in 
1994. Sales of the 
Guardian were 3,000 a day 
lower than in December the 
previous year. 

The independent on Sun- 
day enjoyed similar gains 7 
last year, with its average 
circulation rising 4,000 in 
1995 to 323,000. Average 
weekly sales of the Observe 
er fell by 29,000. 


Changing times: The clock at Waterloo station in central London, a romantic rendezvous for lovers, is back in working order after a major facelift Photograph: Edward Sykes 
The four-sided clock, immortalised in the 1946 classic Brief Encounter, starring Trevor Howard and Celia Johnson, has kept time at the station since 1922 Photograph: Hobal 


Consortium takes directions 
for first private-finance mad 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

The contract for Britain’s first 
privately financed road was 
signed yesterday but details of 
the deal were kept secret by 
the Department of Transport 
because of “commercial 
confidentiality". 

The contract, which is the first 
in a Government initiative un- 
der the Design, Build, Finance 
and Operate scheme - sched- 
uled to cost £lbn over three 
years - involves the construction 
of the two-mile Haltwhistle 
by-pass on the A69 and main- 
tenance on the 50-miJe road be- 
tween Newcastle and Carlisle. 

The contract has been won by 
Road Link, a consortium of six 


companies including two Italian 
firms, which will be responsible 
for both minor and major work 
on the road from the start of the 
contract on 1 April until 2026. 

Motorists will in fact not no- 
tice any difference in the way 
the road is operated and will 
certainly not be charged for the 
use of the road Hie contractor’s 
income is obtained from “shad- 
ow tolls” paid by the Depart- 
ment of Transport, based on the 
amount of traffic on the road. 
At present there are between 

8.000 and 38,000 vehicles using 
the road each day and this is es- 
timated to increase to between 

10.000 and 57,000 over the next 
10 years. 

The Highways Agency, the 
government agency responsible 


for the motorway and trunk- 
road network, has refused to re- 
lease details of how much the 
contractors will receive over the 
30-year period. 

In briefing papers, the 
Agency says that the cost of the 
bypass alone would be £9 .4m 
but the Independent has learnt 
that it will in fact cost almost 
£20m. Routine maintenance of 
the 50-mile road would nor- 
mally cost around £100,000 per 
year, and full-scale refurbish- 
ment around £200,000 per mile. 
The contractor will be penalised 
if, for example, the road has to 
be dosed for roadworks or the 
maintenance standard drops 
below the required level. 

Environmentalists have crit- 
icised the scheme because they 


say that it is an incentive for con- 
tractors to encourage more 
traffic on to the road to obtain 
extra income. 

Roger Higman, roads cam- 
paigner for Friends of the Earth 
criticised the cost, saying: “This 
is an expensive way of building 
roads because the contractor 
has to borrow money at a high- 
er cost than the Government 
would be able to do." He also 
criticised the secrecy of the 
deal: “They are covering up the 
fact that it's a very expensive way 
of paying for roads which com- 
mits future governments to 
shelling out a lot of money to 
contractors for the next 30 
years." The contractor, he said, 
faced little real risk and was set 
to make large profits. 


Heseltine ups stakes in 
ideological war of words 


PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

Political Correspondent 

Michael Heseltine, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, renewed his 
efforts to up the ideological ante 
with Labour yesterday with a 
speech reiterating that Tony 
Blair' s “stakeholder economy" 
would cut down individual 
rights in favour of local coun- 
cils. unions and a regulatory 
slate. 

Brushing aside dismay 
among some Tory left-wingers 
over the claim of a return to 
lV70s-style union power, an 
undeterred Mr Heseltine 
pressed on with accusations 
that Labour was seeking to 


replace parents and teachers 
with local authorities in the 
management of schools and 
re-establish power for the trade 
unions. 

Labour also wanted to “pe- 
nalise" company shareholders 
“through their punitive windfall 
tax and to reintroduce central 
control of the utilities through 
an ever greater extension of the 
regulatoiy regime”, he said. 

In an implicit rebuff to 
Baroness Thatcher's claim that 
the Tory party was failing the 
middle classes, Mr Heseltine de- 
clared that “every day the evi- 
dence becomes clearer that this 
Conservative government is 
achieving its grand purpose". 


IN BRIEF 


Freeze boosted •- 
Christinas deaths;;; 

The toll of the Christmas freeze 
was revealed yesterday as offi- 
cial figures showed there were 
15,443 deaths in the week end- 
ing 5 January after the very cold 
spell, more than 1.500 than ex- 
pected for the time of year and 
a five-year high* 

Provisional figures from The 
Office of Population, Censuses 
and Surveys show pneumonia 
deaths at £253 between 29 De- 
cember and 5 January com- 
pared with 1.429 in the same; 
week in 1994-95. Deaths from 
flu were up freon 4 the same 
time last year to 27. ._ 

A spokeswoman for the 
OPCS said: “Most of the in- 
crease [in deaths] is due to dis- 
eases- of the respiratory system." 

Camelot aids police 

Police trying to identify a pedes- 
trian killed when he was hit by 
a car contacted the orgamsers of 
the National Lottety for help. 
The victim, killed near Lilfey, 
North Hertfordshire, had no 
identification with him, but he 
did have a lottery tickeL traced 
back to Sainsfmn's in Stevenage 

M&S libel writs 

Marks & Spencer has issued a 
writ against Granada TV over 
allegations made in last Mem- 
day’s World in Action pith, 
gramme that company products 
were made at overseas factories 
which used child labour. The 
company issued a writ against 
the News of the World which car- 
ried similar allegations 

Maxwell jury still out 

The jury in the trial of Ian and 
Kevin Maxwell and Larry Tra- 
chtenberg was sent to a hotel for 
a fifth night after failing to 
readi verdicts on all the charges 
of defrauding pension funds. 
The jurors will reconvene today. 
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TODAY’S FORECAST: Much of 
the country mill be dry wttft 
Gome hmsMim aid a moder- 
ate southwesterly breeze. 
However, there wfl be a scat- 
tering of showers. Wet and 
windy weather wtt spread into 
southwest England. Wales and 
N- Ireland os the day goes an. 
Tonight, central and eastern 
England should remain dry and 
fairly mild. Rain can be 
expected etsewtiere wftfi some 
heavy rain over western Mis. 
R wtH also be windy on west- 
ern coasts. 

OUTLOOK FOR THE IttXT FEW 
DAYS: Suutay and Monday *!■ 
aae further rain in the north 
and west, but It will become 
more showery and the wind 
wffl ease. The eastern had of 
England, meanwhile, should 
stay dry and bright This drier 
brighter weather should then 
pash westwards during Uie 
week, but It wUI turn cooler. 
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Type of flat bread (5) 
Uncertainty (5) 


ACROSS 

1 
4 

10 Primitive wind instrument 
(71 

11 Son's cousin? (5) 

12 Bring to bear (5) 

13 Tightly-packed Bsh (7) 

15 Lewd glance (4) 

17 No longer colourful [5) 

19 Ait (5) 

22 Not ai home (4) 

25 Learned institute (7) 

27 Ofthenose{5! 

29 Muse of lyric poetry (5J 

30 Grew narrower (71 

31 Rubber tree "sap (5) 

32 Cut (5) 

Sotationto yesterday's Concise CtoswwU: 

Across: 1 Syrup, 4 Tissues (Surreptitious]. S Felucca, 9 Nadir, 10 Ree- 
10, II Eardrum, 13 Loll, 15 Nation. 17 Galnre. 2f» Lead, 22 Dog days. 24 
Abhor. 26 NalaL 27 Avarice. 2S Ennoble. 24 Twist. 

Down: 1 Saffron, 2 Relic. 3 Piccrta 4 Tre«?J, 5 Sonar. 6 Ltodcreo. 7 Scram. 
12 Alga, 14 Onlv, 16 Tighien. IS Adamant. 19 Earnest- 21 Escape. 22 
Dance, 23 Ad-lifr, 25 Haiti 


DOWN 

2 Pointless (51 

3 Scots emblem (71 

5 Possessor (5) 

6 Most direct route _ (3-4) 

7 ... for one who makes this! 

(5) 

8 Elevate (5) 

9 Wigwam (5) 

14 Operatic song (4> 

16 Dutch cheese (4) 

15 US state (7) 

20 Neural connection (7) 

21 Humped animal (5) 

23 Earp (5j 

24 Pass smoothly (5) 

2ti Eat away (5) 

28 Sudden increase (5) 
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news 


Man seriously hurt as Volvo plunges 70 ft from car park 


PETER VICTOR 

A driver crashed his Volvo 
through a barrier vesterdavand 

plunged 70 feel off a mu/tf. 
storey car park. 

The man, believed to be in his 

sixties, was seriously ill in hos- 
pital Iasi night after the drop 
from level four of the five- 
storey council-rim building in 
Canterbury, Kent. 

The maroon M-registered 
Volvo 440 automatic ploughed 
into a metal sprung barrier and 
then over the edge of the build- 
ing, landing on its roof on con- 
crete below. At first police 
feared the car had landed on top 
of another. Bui it ended up in 
an empty private car-parking 


area. Its roof was completely 
caved in and the windows were 
shattered. The driver was 
helped out by firemen and tak- 
en to the Kent and Canterbury 
hospital where his condition was 
said to be serious. 

The car landed in the road 
opposite the Canterbury branch 
of British Home Stores. The as- 
sistant manager, Suzanne Her- 
ron, said staff and customers 
heard a “veiy large bang". She 
said: “Nobody saw ii actually 
fall, but evciyone heard it. 
Members of the public ran to 
help and we called the emer- 
gency services.” 

An eyewitness, Julian Hicks, 
21, a student from the city, said: 
“I just heard what seemed like 


the noise made when scaffold- 
ing is unloaded off a lorry, but 

I looked out and couldn’t be- 
lieve I was seeing the car falling. 

II seemed to take forever lo 
reach the ground, but then 
there was the most almighty 
crash which reverberated on 
and on.” 

Lucy Bright, 32, a shopper 
who also lives locally said: “Peo- 
ple were running to Rose Lane 
where the car ended up on its 
back. But the emergency ser- 
vices were there fairly quickly 
and cordoned the scene off." 

Canterbuiy city council said 
it had launched an inquiry into 
the crash at the car park which 
sits on an island in Lhe centre 
of the city. A spokeswoman con- 


firmed that the multi-storey 
car park, which is built from 
reinforced concrete, was 
constructed in 1965. 

The accident mirrors a Vol- 
vo car advertisement where 
one of its cars plunges from a 
building and lands without 
harming the vehicle or its 
dummy occupant. 

Kent police said the incident 
was being treated as an accident 
A police spokesman said: “We 
do not know what happened. 

“It appears, somehow, that 
the car went over Lhe edge and 
landed on ils roof on the floor 
below. Miraculously the driver 
survived the crash and has been 
taken lo hospital. Amazingly, no 
one else was hurt." 



Police inspecting the car in Rose Lane after its 70ft plunge from the car park (right) Photographs. Phil Houghton 


Ecstasy s dangers: Coma survivor vows never again as mother urges young to ‘say no’ 

Teenager 
warns of 
‘dance with 
death’ drug 


IAN MacKINNON 

A teenager who spent '24 hours 
in a coma after taking ecstasy 
yesterday appealed to young 
people not to take the drug 
which she likened to a “dance 
with death”. 

Helen Cousins, 19, appeared 
at a news conference minutes 
before going for a second 
operation to rectify the trache- 
otomy which became neces- 
sary rater she suffered a relapse 
during her recovery. 

Barely able to speak above a 
whisper because of the tube still 
in her throat, the sales assistant 
from Peterborough, Cambridge- 
shire, was asked if she would 
ever take ecstasy again and 
replied: “Never again." 

Mis Cousins fell into the 
coma in the early hours of New 
Years Day minutes after she 
was taken to Peterborough 
district hospital. 

She had taken the drug at a 
nightdub on New Years Eve, but 
had been taken to a flat shortly 
after lam when friends noticed 
that she was not feeling well. 

When her condition contin- 
ued to deteriorate, her friends 
called an ambulance and she 
was taken to the hospital's 
intensive care unit where she 
remained for two day's. 

Doctors believe that her 
coma had been induced by the 
seven litres of water she drank 
in a desperate bid to combat the 
effects of the drug, which can 
cause dehydration among those 
who dance for long periods. 

The drug also interferes with 


the abilities of the kidneys to get 
rid of the water and can bring 
on a coma. 

Yesterday, at the Edith 
Cave LI Hospital. Peterborough. 
Miss Cousins appeared at the 
conference flanked by her 
mother. Janet. 51. and father, 
Trevor, 47. 

Simon Harrison, the hospi- 
tal's surgical and life support 
general manager, said that her 
recovery had been so dramatic 
that she would probably be re- 
leased from hospital today af- 
ter the operation to remove the 
tracheotomy tube. 

Mrs Cousins thanked the doc- 
tors for their skill and the pub- 
lic for their support, including 
Paul and Janet Belts, whose 
daughter Leah died after taking 
ecstasy last November. 

But Mrs Cousins added her 
own appeal. *Tm pleading to all 
young people, don’t chance 
itir life, it can happen to you. 
you take ecstasy it can take 
tr life. Nothing is worth that, 
n’t weaken, be strong and 
say, ‘no’. 

“Helen would like to say 
that it is when problems like this 
hit home you realise ecstasy isn't 
worth the dance with death.” 
■ Detectives in Stafford yes- 
terday unveiled a haul of lethal 
fake ecstasy tablets worth 
£ l^m. The 100.000 tablets were 
found to contain the stimulant 
ephedrine and the anaesthetic 
ketamine. A similar batch of 
tablets, imprinted with a ques- 
tion marie, were found in Birm- 
ingham on Tuesday. Police 
warned the drugs could kflL 





Helen Cousins: Spent 24 hours in a coma after taking ecstasy Photograph: Geoff Robinson 


Trespass law used against road protest 


DANNY PENMAN 

The Cziminal Justice Act was 
Used against campaigners op- 
pOSitigtfieNewbufy bypass yes- 
terday after calls for the police 
to take a harder line. More than 
30 people were arrested, most- 
ly for aggravated trespass, dur- 


Son’s gold 
strike has 
a ring of 
fortune 

JOHN ARUDGE 

A grandmother celebrated yes- 
terday after her son found her 
gold signet ring more than 20 
years after she lost it 

Doreen Johnston, a retired 
nurse, lost the ring when it 
slipped from her finger as she 


mg clashes between protesters 
and security guards. 

The Aggravated Trespass 
Provisions of the contentious 
1994 Criminal Justice and Pub- 
lic Order Act have rarely been 
used against anti-road cam- 
paigners for fear of inflaming al- 
ready volatile situations. 


Thames Valley and Hamp- 
shire police have faced mount- 
ing criticism of their tactics. 
Assistant Chief Constable Ian 
Blair of Thames \fcfley Police, 
who is in overall charge of the 
operation, has insisted all week 
that his officers would be strict- 
ly “bipartisan". 


Activists have halted work on 
the road for three days this 
week, prompting calls from 
politicians, including the MP for 
Newbury, David Rendel, for the 
police to help security guards. 

Contractors began felling 
trees at the southern end of the 
bypass route at dawn yesterday 


and cleared about 30 trees be- 
fore protesters swarmed up the 
trees. Sixteen people were ar- 
rested. Three miles to the north 
another crew began clearing 
trees from a disused railway cul- 
ling. Protesters climbed trees 
and began erecting walkways 
and 18 others were arrested. 
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r. Dumfries and Galloway, 
[974. Family members visit- 
he park every day for a week 
eaich for it bat gave up when 

y found nothing. 

Iris year Mrs Johnston's son 
tort, 26, began work on a 
j'ect redeveloping Agnew 
k as a tourist attraction. As 
jug over the ground earlier 
i week he spotted some- 
rg glittering in the mud. 

"he ring bore Mis-John- 
i*s initials and after an in- 
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shed ... It was against all 
5 . fd have had a better 
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Mis Johnston, 55. “The zing 
a gift from my grandfather 
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: of finding it-" 
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Fears for Britons as 
troops comb jungle 


WILL BENNETT 

Indonesia yesterday moved 
hundreds of commandos into 
the area where four British 
biologists have been kidnapped 
by separatist rebels as fears 
rose that any military con- 
frontation could put the 
captives' lives at risk. 

Troops from the Indonesian 
army's special forces arrived in 
the Irian Jaya region of New 
Guinea to try to stop the guer- 
rillas of the Free Papua Move- 
ment ( OPM), which is fighting 
for independence, from taking 
their prisoners into neighbour- 
ing Papua New Guinea. 

The four Britons, a Dutch 
couple, a German and 17 In- 
donesians were seized in the 
mountain village of Mapendu- 
ma on Monday. They had been 
working on research projects in 
a remote jungle area which is 
home to one of the world's last 
Stone Age cultures. 

The Cambridge graduates 
Daniel Start, 21, from Lon- 
don; Bfll Oates. 22. from Jed- 
burgh in the Scottish borders; 
Anna Mclvor, 21, from 
Bournemouth, and Annette 
van der Kolk, 2I„ from Fleet , 
m Hampshire, were researching 
plant and animal life as part of 
a programme to turn the area 
into a protected national forest. 
Brigadier General Suwarno 


Adiwijoyo, spokesman for the 
Indonesian army, said that he 
believed that there was little 
chance that the rebels would get 
through the thick jungle to the 
border, 240 miles from where 
they captured the hostages. 

Greg Roberts, an Australian 
journalist in New Guinea, said 
yesterday that the OPM had an- 
nounced that the hostages were 
well but that they could 
not guarantee their safety if 
Indonesian troops moved in. 

“Until recently non- 
combatants were left alone by 
the OPM but two recent kid- 
nappings and apparent killings 
of Indonesians do tend to indi- 
cate a major change in direction 
by the OPM," he said. 

But David Marfleet, of the 
Mission Aviation Fellowship, 
who spent nine years as a pilot 
supplying mission stations in Iri- 
an Jaya, said he did not believe 
the Britons were in danger. He 
added: “My feeling is that [the 
OPM] are trying to make an in- 
ternational statement to get 
publicity for their cause." 

A {foreign Office spokesman 
said that two British diplomats 
had flown to Irian Jaya, where 
they had spoken, to missionar- 
ies and local officials. From 
there one had travelled to the 
area where the hostages were 
seized to ay to get more infor- 
mation. After a Foreign Office 


briefing for the hostages’ fam- 
ilies in London yesterday 
Caroline Miller, Mr Sum's 
mother, said: “They earnestly 
wanted to help the local people 
through their conservation pro- 
ject. This was always their pur- 
pose. They are completely 
Innocent. We wish to see 
them again soon, safe and well. 
We are very concerned for their 
welfare." 

■ Indian police in the southern 
city of Bangalore are still hunt- 
ing for the killer of a 30-year- 
old British traveller who was 
stabbed to death on Tuesday. 
Ifolice said the victim's 25 -year- 
old British fiancee was also 
raped that same evening by a 
rickshaw driver. 

The city's deputy police com- 
missioner, Prabir Sood. said 
that the body of the man, who 
came from Oxfordshire, was 
found on Wednesday in a sack 
thrown into a ditch outside the 
city. “It was a strange and un- 
fortunate coincidence. There 
seems to be absolutely no con- 
nection between these two 
terrible events," he said. 

However, a spokesman for 
the British High Commission in 
New Delhi, said: “We’re still 
awaiting the full police report. 
Coincidences do happen. But 
the odds against these two 
things occurring without 
connection are very high." 
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news 


Irish set to take Schools enrolled in a na 

nuclear waste 

fight to Europe 


tional Frogwatch 


STEPHEN GOODWIN 

The Irish government yesterday 
indicated that it was prepared 
to pursue Britain through the 
European and international 
courts in order to prevent the 
dumping of nuclear waste 
beneath the coast of west 
Cumbria. 

In an unprecedented move. 
Emmet Stagg, the republic's 
minister of state for energy, reg- 
istered its feats in a personal ap- 
pearance at the public inquiry 
into UK Nirex’s plan for a 
£195m underground laboratory 
which will test to establish that 
the rocks are safe enough to 
hold radioactive waste. 

The stale-owned nuclear- 
waste company wants to prove 
the case for a £L5bn repository 
650 metres deep to take radio- 
active material from British 
Nuclear Fuel’s Sellafield re- 
processing plant on the edge of 
the Irish Sea. 

No minister of a foreign gov- 
ernment has ever appeared at 
a local planning inquiry in 
Britain, and the arrival of Mr 
Stagg and his entourage in 
Mercedes limousines caused 
quite a stir in the former min- 
ing community of Cleator 
Moor, Cumbria. But Mr Stagg 
said he needed to “highlight the 


concern of his government ata 
project that wifi add to the pol- 
lution of the Irish Sea”, adding: 
“Any radioactive con taining- 
tion of the Irish Sea simply is not 
acceptable.” 

Mr Stagg released the text of 
a letter sent to the European 
Commission complaining of 



breaches of community law by 
Nirex. Whether Dublin pur- 
sues its objections through to 
the European Court of Justice 
will depend on the recommen- 
dation of the inspector, Chris 
McDoaald, and the ultimate de- 
cision of Environment secretary 
John Gummer. 

The Irish contend that the 
Environmental Impact ‘ State- 
ment provided by Nirex is 


deficient in co nfining itself to 
the interim underground labo- 
ratory rather than the ultimate 
full waste dump. 

Most of the Irish case was 
presented by Eli Lauterpachi 
QC, a professor of interna- 
tional law, who described the 
laboratory project as a £5Q0m 
‘"Ttojan horse”. The figure in- 
cluded some £240m already 
spent on investigations. 

The professor said the burden 
lay with Nirex, and ultimately 
the British Government, to 
show there would be no conta- 
mination. Nirex’s position was 
“rather the reverse”, he said. 
“The Irish Sea is seen as a safe-' 
ty device to disperse and dilute 
the radioactive substances.” 

After listening to the Irish 
case, Ibm Curtin, head of 
corporate communications at 
Nirex, said that the company 
believed it had met all the 
requirements of UK and in- 
ternational law. “Much of the 
Irish case seems to be based on 
the presumption that the labo- 
ratory is a waste dump, which 
it is not. It is a stand-alone re- 
search facility,” he insisted. 
“We can’t know all the answers 
until we get down there.” 

The inquiry has been running 
since 5 September and is due to 
finish early in February. 










Frog-faced: The environmentalist David Bellamy doing his bit to launch Frogwatch *rt Holland Park, London, yesterday Photograph. Phi P 


NICHOLAS SCHOON 
Environment Correspondent 

Britain’s schoolchildren are be- 
ing asked to join a scientific 
quest to find out why the na- 
tion’s frogs and toads are in de- 
cline. They will be asked to 
gather accurate information on 


the time when spawn, then tad- 
poles and finally froglets appear 
m their local ponds - and urged 
not to fall in themselves. 

“Children can provide useful 
data,” said Dr Fred Slater of the 
National Amphibian Survey, 
which will be scrutinising their 
returns. “There aren’t many 
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who don’t know what frog 
spawn is.” 

Frogwatch, launched by the 
environmentalist David Bel- 
lamy at Holland Park, ip west 
London, yesterday, is being or- 
ganised ty Wildlife Watch - the 
young people's branch of the na- 
tional network of County 


Wildlife Trusts. Information 
packs are available from BHS 
department stores: the chain is 
sponsoring the survey. 

There is mounting evidence 
that amphibian species are in 
world-wide decline, but scien- 
tists do not know why. Among 
their hypotheses are the spread 


of new viruses, acid ram. : 

tat destruction and the ah sbrp^- " - 
tion of harmful water pollutants- V 

such as pesticides through they- , - 

thin skins, which they breath*? - - 
through. The numbers of oosa- ..." 
mon frogs and common losdfc, 
still run into millions but- «eri ; 
falling last. 


Ministers in a flap over 
culling of ruddy ducks 


W 


IAN MacKINNON 

Ministers were yesterday con- 
sidering secret advice over the 
problem of Britain’s ruddy duck 
population after an earlier 
report urged a large-scale 
extermination programme. 

The proposed trial cull of the 
birds, which are threatening the 
rare Spanish white-headed 
duck, has been recommended 
by a government advisory group 
and would see hundreds of 
birds shot in the spring. 

But confidential advice on the 
matter from English Nature, the 
Government's statutory advi- 
sory body on wildlife, has also 
been sent to the Department of 
the Environment . 

John Gummer. Secretary of 
State for the Environment, is 
still considering the next move 
despite reports that he had 
abandoned plans for the cull be- 
cause of fears of a public out- 
cry on the strength of English 
Nature’s advice. 

Ruddy ducks, a North Amer- 
ican species which escaped into 





The rudely duck: Threat to 
white-headed birds 

the countryside from captivity 
in the 1950s. have been flying 
to Andalusia, in Spain, and 
mating with the prized white- 
headed duck. 

The hybrids are viewed by the 
Spanish and wildfowl protection 
groups as unwelcome intertop- 
ers and the ruddy duck is shot 
on sight in Spain. 

Under pressure from the 
Spanish the Government in 
1993 Formed a ruddy duck 
working group, made up of 


voluntary conservation organ- 
isations such as the Royal So-' . 
ciely for the Protection of 
Birds and various civil service 
departments. 

Research showed that it was . 
necessary to control the British 
population of 3J00 birds if the/' 
white-headed .ducks, which / 
number just 19.U00 world-wide. ', 
^vere to be saved. ' •/ 

Initial tests revealed that the 
most effective and cost- 
efficient way of t ackl in g the 
problem was to shoot the birds, 
a proposition due to be tested 
in the West Midlands and An- 
glesey in the spring if the Gov-. . 
eminent gives the go-ahead. 

But a spokesman for the De- 
partment of Environment said 
that no decision had been tak- 
en and it would announce one 
“as soon as possible”. 

A spokesman for. English 
Nature declined to disclose - 
what advice they had jpen. rWs 
have, not had any decision from - 
the Government as to whether 
any form of regional control 
trial will take place.” : 


‘Unbeatable’ Nokia, 
Unbelievable Sale Price! 


Now we have further slashed our 
price to bring you this unrepeatable 
January sate bargah. 

The fabulous, feature packed 
Nokia 232. Fast winner of the 
coveted ‘What Cellphone’ Best 
Consumer Phone Award, achieving 
a maximum rating in every 
performance category, including 
value tor money 

Simply phone us with you 
ere® card detafls to receive your 
phone within 4 working days. 
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rnCC VODAFONE LO'.VCAi-i- 
WfTH NO TARIFF INCREASES 
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NOKIA 232 
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Peak times 8 00-19.00 Mon to Ffi. 
Mandatory itemised billings charged 
at £1.77 inc VAT per month. Line rental 
(debited monthly in advance} and airtime 
charges wd be debrted to your nominated 
oedB/chageff Odtacad Calls charged in 
units 30 seconds after me first rmnufe 



INIOKIA ^ 

MODEL 232. 

♦ 98 namehumber memory ♦ 70 
mins taMkne ♦ I&hrs standby-time 

♦ Complete w«i battery and fast 
travel charger ♦ Lightweight 210g 

GUARANTEED PEACE OF MIND 

'Sw pnane k covered by our 54 days 
no qutooto money back promise. 
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ORDER NOW FOR FREE DELIVERY IN 4 WORKING DAYS 


FREEPHONE 0500 000 888 
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a ambition. Members of Gin Pit miners’ welfare club eryoying The Bare Necessities, about ex-miners who form a stripper troupe (right), just as Rhydian Lewis (below left) did seven years ago Main photograph: Craig Easton 
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LOUISE JURY 

The writer Ken Blakeson did 
not know it, but the plot for his 
latest comedy-drama was not as 
outrageous as it seemed. 

In The Bart Necessities, to be 
screened on ITV tonight , five 
gritty northern miners find new 
careers as strippers when their 
pit doses down. 

Uproarious scenes with 
screaming women relishing the 
troupe’s finest efforts were 
filmed in the Astley and Tyldes- 


ley miners’ welfare club in Gin 
Pit tillage, near Manchester. 

It was quite a coinddence. 
For seven years ago. Rhydian 
Lewis was a good-looking local 
lad who had the idea first. 

The son and grandson of 
miners. Rhydian left school at 
18 and went down Agecroft col- 
liery at Salford, Manchester. 
Faced with redundancy after 
only two years at work, he de- 
cided to re-train but found it 
difficult to survive on a grant. 

A chance visit with a friend 


to a nightclub proved an inspi- 
ration. “There were these guys 
called the Dream Boys strutting 
their stuff," Rhydian said yes- 
terday. Td never seen anything 
like it. 1 said to my friend, ‘We 
can do that'.** 

The Untouchables, a five- 
man strippers troupe, were 
bom. ar Ws weren’t really like the 
lads in the film. We weren't 
strippers, more like the Chip- 
pendales," Rhydian said. 

Their risque dance routines 
helped pay his way through col- 


lege where he gained a diploma 
in horticulture. But his two and 
a half years on the stage gained 
him ah Equity card an agent 
and a new career on television 
and as a model. 

He now earns in an hour 
what be used to earn in a week, 
and has travelled the world. 

It was what his coalface col- 
leagues had always encouraged 
him to do. “They were always 
telling me to get oat and go into 
modelling," he said 
“Handsome” was how the 


men and women at the Gin Pit 
club remembered him yester- 
day. “As fit as a butcher’s dog," 
said Margaret Weir, a bar maid. 

Settling down to a sneak 
preview of the drama, the club 
members agreed with Rhydian 
that it captured something of a 
way of life that is disappearing. 

“It brought a lot of memories 
back about what pit villages 
used to be like," said Joe Gor- 
ringe,50. a dub trustee and min- 
er for 26 years: “Lots of fun and 
laughter and tragedy." 


Kevin Harris, a 33-year-old 
pipe fitter, added: “You could 
get five lads in here daft enough 
to do it, certainly." 

Dorothy Sham it. 68, whose 
home was turned over to the 
television crews for a week, 
thought the result “smashing. If 
they had done that here when 
people were being made re- 
dundant, (hey would have done 
better, wouldn't they?" 

There are no pits left in the 
area now. The last of the five col- 
lieries dosed in 1993. The wel- 


fare club, founded in 1926, the 
year of the General Strike, once 
had 15X100 members but now has 
fewer than 1,000, though it re- 
mains the soul of the community. 

Rhydian, now 27 and living 
in London, haled every moment 
of his work down the pit but was 
grateful for having grown up in 
such a community. 

“I'm very glad to have been 
a miner. I still have nightmares 
about the pit but I appreciate 
what I have now more," be said. 
“I know what graft is." 





Injured officer 
questions safety 
of CS spray 



JASON BENNETTO 

Crime Correspondent 

A police training instructor 
who suffered 50 per cent bums 
from CS spray during trials has 
warned that it is not properly 
tested and could cause severe 
injuries to the public. 

The comments by the Met- 
ropolitan Police inspedorpro- 
vides further ammunition for 
civil liberty groups who argue 
that not enough is known about 
the spray, which they believe 
could lead to deaths. 

However, Chief Constables 
seem determined to press ahead 
with trials on the spray, which 
are expected to start among 
2-500 officers from 18 forces as 
early as March. The move is a 
response to the increasing vio- 
lent attacks against the police. 

The injured inspector, who 
does not want to be named, told 
Police Review magazine: “It’s ob- 
vious there’s something wrong 
with the spray being trialled. I 
was subjected to a relatively 
small dose - less than would 
be used against a suspect in a 
real-life scenario. 

“If I got burns to nay eyes and 
head from that amount, what 
could be the implications for 


people who get more full in the 
face with their eyes open?" 

During trials last June the of- 
ficer was sprayed under con- 
trolled conditions for half a 
second - the recommended 
dose. He suffered 50 per cent 
burns to the cornea of one eye. 
40 per cent to the other and 
burns to his forehead. He was 
taken to hospital after he col- 
lapsed and was in severe pain 
for several hours. His eyes were 
covered with patches for five 
days to allow the burns to heal. 

He argued: “Whenever this 
issue comes up people say I suf- 
fered an allergic reaction. WfeD 
that’s just not true - I was 
burnt Since the incident I have 
not been contacted for an ex- 
amination to see if l am some- 
one who is more or less 
susceptible to this sort of reac- 
tion. That is pitiful and unpro- 
fessional. There is nothing in my 
physical make-up to make me 
prone to this." 

He said the Association of 
Chief Police Officers (Acpo) 
“rushed” to get the trials start- 
ed and added: “The spray used 
on me was clearly not suit- 
able." It is unclear whether he 
intends to take legal action, al- 
though he is keen that further 


research is carried out so that 
colleagues can be provided with 
the hand-held canisters, which 
have a range of about 3fL 
Following his experience, 
planned triads in 18 forces were 
halted; however, further police 
research has concluded that 
incorrect aftercare was pri- 
marily at fault rather than the 
CS ifselfl Acpo is therefore al- 
most certain to give the go- 
ahead to new trials in more than 
one-third of the forces in Eng- 
land and Vteies when it meets 
next week. The Home Office 
has already given its support. 

CS is a white powder chat is 
mixed with aerosol spray and af- 
fects the mucus-secreting areas 
of the face, causing watering 
eyes, sneezing, and coughing. 

The police inspector also 
suggested that because of the 
fang after-effects of the spray a 
suspect could not be ques- 
tioned for some time once they 
were arrested. “I suffered 
shock, and it would have been 
a nightmare for our procedures 
if a prisoner was suffering to the 
extent 1 was, 1 am concerned 
that officers should have the 
proper equipment to protect 
themselves. But it must be thor- 
oughly researched," he said 
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Bed crisis could split 
NHS, Labour says 
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LIZ HUNT 

Health Editor 

Labour stepped up pressure on 
the Government yesterday to 
act on emergency hospital ad- 
missions, claiming that the 
crisis would split the NHS. 

Harriet Harman, Labour’s 
spokeswoman on health, said 
that more than one in six NHS 
acute beds had been cut since 
1990 and that 7,664 beds were 
cut in England last year alone. 

In the past 15 years the num- 
ber of NHS acute hospital beds 
had fallen by 28 per cent, while 
private beds had increased by 
66 per cent Ms Harman sard. 
The worst -hit areas were South 
Thames and West Midlands, 
where one in five beds bad been 
cut since 1990. 

The British Medical .Associ- 
ation had earlier called on the 
Government to rectify' the “se- 
vere and prolonged had crisis in 


the acute sector" The associa- 
tion has anecdotal evidence 
from around Britain showing 
that GPs cannot get seriously ill 
patients into hospital, while ca- 
sualty departments - which are 
suffering severe staff shortages 
- are running at capacity. 
Michael Heseltwe, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, has admitted 
in the Commons that the 
situation was a “matter for 
concern”. . 

Ms Harman said: “The or- 
cumstances the BMA described 
will drive a further wedge of un- 
fairness into the health service 
and accelerate the develop- 
ment of a two-tier system." 

She warned that unless 
prompt action was taken hos- 
pitals would start opening their 
doors only to emergency cases 
and the patients of GP fund- 
holders who could pay up from 
for care. At the same time, more 
patients wooW go private. 


Labour is calling on the Gov- 
ernment to require hospitals to 
give priority to patterns on their 
dinical need and not on the ba- 
as of who was purchasing their 
care. This would mean amend- 
ing an NHS Executive letter 
from June 1991 allowing pref- 
erential treatment for pa Denis 
of GP fimd-holdeis in non- 
urgent cases. If Stephen Don-ell, 
Secretary of Sate for Health, re- 
fused to issue a new fetter, the 
Labour Parly would draw up ils 
own guidance circular and dis- 
tribute it to hospitals, she said. 

Examples of preferential 
treatment included King's Col- 
lege hospital in south London, 
which had held extra sessions 
for fund-holding practices last 
year, and Rnderfields Hospitals 
NHS Trust in West Yorkshire, 
which had screened ortho- 
paedic patients on the baas 
of whether they were from 
fund-hakUng practices, she said. 


With competitive rates, a policy of no fees 
and no strings and our Mortgage Price Promise, 
we’re sure you’ll agree that a C&G mortgage 
is an attractive option. 

And now a C&G mortgage is easier than 
ever to find. 

If you haven’t got a C&G branch nearby 
there’s a handy alternative in the shape of over 
1800 branches of Lloyds Bank. So, more than 
ever, we can guarantee that a C&G mortgage 
will be right up your street. 






For more details visit your nearest C&G 
branch, call into Lloyds Bank or ring us free 
on the number below. 









Cheltenham & Gloucester 

We’re run to make you richer 

You must be at least IS years old to apply for a loan. Please ask us if you would like a written quotation. Before agreeing a loan we nil! normally value the propmv and will assess \ our ability to meet the 
repayments. An loans will require security in die form of a mortgage over the propeny. Our no strings policy means we don"; insj« »«i buv our insurances. Neither *io ce nornialli charge mortsigr 
application or valuation fees and we don't charge montage indemnity premiums on any of our mortgages. Although there b no application or valuation iuc lor any CScG mortgage, if \ ou want to arrange a 
C3 lG fixed-rate mortgage there is a reservation charge to secure fixed-rate funds. C&G may charge a valuation tec to individuals who nuke more thin one mortgage application. 

Cheltenham & Gloucester pk Barnett Way Gloucester GL4 SRL 

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS 
ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT 
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Art foyer’s death in Rome a mystery 

llinDnU Olllmr- V 


ANDREW GUMBEL , iep fh - 

Rome h tnis week from a brain ly died from internal bleeding vere and a well-appointed coun- 

a ® e ‘ u on Tbu r sd ay corning. try house in Amjcoli Corrado 

Eric Hebborn, the Endish an w “^ was 61, was The police said yesterday not far from Rome. Having 

forger whose work made fools 5 01 ! „ with that they were not sure if Heb- trained as a painter and art re- 

out of dozens of eminent m. ? Cu " tl,e bom had fallen bv himself or storer, his speciality was either 


vere and a well-appointed coun- 
try house in Anticoli Corrado 


Seventies, became the centra nf .™^B wnh friends near his post-mortem examination to Gainsborough and Van Dyck, 
a sensation of rather different nf ® *^ asle Y5 re district decide whether to open a mur- So accomplished did he be- 

kind yesterday as Italian doI- Des P u ® at- der inquiry. come that hundreds of his 

ice launched an inves Ideation Hebborn had lived in Italy for works made their way into pub- 

into his mysterious death e^r- 3 f hos P ltals > he than 30 years, dividing his lie galleries and private collec- 

35 re P°rted have eventual- time between a toft in Trastc- dons as supposed Old Masters, 


a sensation of rather different 


often fooling world experts on 
particular painters along the 
why. He claimed his work had 
made it into the British Muse- 
um in London, the New York 
Metropolitan Museum and the 
National Gallery in Washington. 

Even after be was unmasked 
in 19 79. Hebborn continued to 
work lucratively, and also wrote 
an autobiography. Drawn to 
Trouble: Confessions of a Mas - 
ter Forger along the way. 


“Sometimes his work was 
more beautiful than the origi- 
nalT said Roberto Conforti, 
head of the Italian police divi- 
sion responsible for the coun- 
try’s artistic heritage and an 
unabashed fan, “He never gave 
us any trouble. He used to say: 
’Others paint nature, I paint 
art’." 

Instantly recognisable in the 
street, with his sha ggy dark 
hair and full beard, Hebborn, a 


homosexual, was also an un- 
abashed hedonist with a taste 
for good food and good Italian 
wine. 

Hebborn did not appear to 
have been mugged since biswai- 

let and credit cards were still on 

him when he was taken to hos- 
pital. One possibility is that he 
had suffered a stroke. He was 
known to be in indifferent 
health at the time of bis death. 

Obitizuyt page 14 



Eric Hebborn: Unmasked 
as art forger in 1979 


Branson sets sights on breaking last great aviation record 


Inside Virgin’s high-tech cabin 



ft measures up 
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Jumbo Jet 
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Virgin balloon 
ffiss at 30,000ft 
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JOHN McKlE 

Richard Branson, the Virgin 
chief, is this weekend finalising 
his preparations for a race to 
claim the accolade of being 
the first to circumnavigate the 
world propelled only by the 
winds. 

But he may be beaten to his 
latest world record attempt by 
a Dutch helicopter pilot. 

On Wednesday, Mr Branson, 
the balloonist Ffer Lindstrand 
and a business partner, Rory 


*5 •.asgJaur.r 2- — -£-w- • • *_ ‘-aw 


McCarthy, will set off from 
Marrakesh, Morocco, in a 
round-the-world attempt to 
break the last great aviation 
record. In the 1'iigin Global 
Challenger balloon, they plan to 
dreumnavigate the globe in 18 
days. 

But Henk Brink, 52, may beat 
them to it The Dutchman is 
planning a global flight in the 
high-tech Unicef Flyer balloon 
in an attempt described as “very 
serious" by the Branson camp. 

Both he and Mr Branson 


have done their homework. 
Both balloons wili be fully heat- 
ed and pressurised allowing ac- 
cess to the lOOmpb jet streams 
required to travel 
The two balloons have both 
been designed by Mr Bran- 
son’s co-pUoi Per* Lindstrand. 
Mr Brink is leaving from the 
Dutch town of Nijmegen, some 
time next week, he hopes. A 
spokesman said: “It is very like- 
ly we wiD have the right condi- 
tions next week. Henk will do 
his utmost to get away first-" 7 



Testify* time: The Virgin balloon undergoing trials at the Cammed Laird shipyard before Richard Branson's record attempt Photograph: Metcuiy Press Agsncy 


Mr Branson's spokesman. 
Will Whitehora said he initiat- 
ed the flight after the challenge 
was laid down by Mr Brink. 


ground conditions in Mar- 
rakesh, and a strong jet stream 
of 30.000 feeL The 1 74ft baitoon 
has a unique balloon envelope 


“Richard's very much hoping it combined from nylon and 
will be a race,” he said. Melinex - the silver metallised 

Mr Whitehora added that the plastic found on the inside of 
Challenger stood to win the some crisp packets. Melinex 
race because of the calmer helps to keep the baDoon warm 


at night and cool during the day. 
The Challenger will be carried 

^The 35-tonne balloon was £ 
ing flown yesterday from Cam- 
med Laird shipyard on 
Merseyside to Morocco in 
preparation for Wednesday's 
departure. Mr Branson has also 


enlisted heavyweight back-up 
for the venture. British Aero- 
space has lent him a transport 
aircraft in case of emergencies 
and Rolls-Royce engineers in 
Derby successfully tested the en- 
gine for the balloon's life- 
support system in November, 
whatever the outcome, nei- 


ther camp has to worry about 
an American rival Steve Fos- 
se tt, who set off from South 
Dakota on Monday only to 
limp back to Canada after 
crash-landing over the Atlantic, 
1G0 miles into the journey. But 
for Mr Branson. Mr Brink rep- 
resents a more serious threat. 
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HAPPY 
NEW YEAR 

from Continental 

HAPPY 
NEW FARE 

from ii, 9 

HAPPY 
NEW YORK 

If you kook by next Wednesday and fly 
h-y 2 Sth March 


Continental Airlines fly from borh London Garwick and Manchester to New York 
even’ day- - And ar fares srarting from £179 return there is absolutely no excuse for 
purring off ihar romantic weekend or shopping trip any longer. For more det ails of 
rhis New York- fare together with irresistible fares 

co other destinations telephone your travel agenr or fSoi 

Continental Airlines on 0800 776464 now. fiiniilCa 





Whenever 
you’re ready 
to talk, 
we’re ready 
to listen. 


As a nation, we’re famous for hiding 
our feelings. Bur the country with the 
stiffest upper lips also has one of the 
highest suicide rates in Europe. 

If you find ic hard to calk do those 
around you, perhaps you should consider 
talking to The Samaritans. 

We won’t push you to say more 
than you want to and we won’t be 
offended if you hang up. Equally, well be 
happy for you to phone back fetter. 

Our number's in the phone book, 
and every call is confidential. 

If you’re ready to talk, don't bottle 
it up any longer. 
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it with you. The Samaritans; 
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Battle to hold show fit for 




The winner of the fierce com- 
petition to host the Mfllennium 
Exhibition, an attempt to cele- 
brate the year 2000 with a 
grand project worthy of the 
Victorians, will be chosen next 
week. 

The front-runners have 
emerged as Greenwich and 
Birmingham in a battle, be- 
tween London and the regions. 
They are locked in rivalry for the 
contract for the year-long event, 
which could cost up to £200m 
and will be partly supported 
by lottery money from the 
Millennium Commission. 

As Britain celebrates the 
dawn of the new millennium, 
the exhibition is expected to 
attract up to 50 million visitors. 
So far it has emerged as the 
most ambitious in the world, 
with the exception of that put 
forward by the \felican City, to 
celebrate the first 2,000 years of 
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Existing facilities would be 


used if the NEC bid succeeds Photograph 


Christianity. 

The bidders hope to con- 
found critics of the project, 
who claim it will be an embar- 
rassing shadow of the Great 
Exhibition of 1851, at Crystal 
Palace, where the Victorians 
flaunted the nation's imperial 
wealth. David Mellor, the for- 
mer Secretary of Stale tor 
National Heritage, said from Lhe 
Photograph: Philip Meech outset that the Millennium 




Field of dreams: Development of the Greenwich site would have to start from scratch 


Commission was a “great 
British disaster in the making. 

According to supporters of 
lhe bid from Greenwich - which 
is sited on the Meridian - the 
capita] city is the natural home 
for the celebrations. “The his- 
torical resonance of the 1S51 ex- 
hibition and the Festival of 
Britain in 1951. which both 
happened in London, are very 
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AMCOR H200 
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CFC Free, with 
variable humidity 
control. 1 year free 
in-home guarantee. 

Was £149.99 
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SALE PRICE 

.99 
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strong, and it is still one of the 
world’s great cities, ” said An- 
drew Party, project manager for 
the site. 

A powerful consortium, in- 
cluding the MAI Group, led by 
Lord Hollick, which is part of 
the successful Channel Five 
television franchise bid, and 
M2000. headed by Touche Ross, 
The management consultancy, is 
bidding to operate the Green- 
wich site on the River Thames, 
in a derelict area beside the. 
Blackwall Tunnel. It is also un- 
derstood to have the support of 
Michael Heseltine, a support- 
er of the redevelopment of east 
London, who also sits on the 
Millennium Commission. 

The 130-acre site, owned by 
British Gas, would create 10,000 
jobs, according to the backers, 
and would bring the Thames 
back to life. They plan to trans- 
port visitors by river, as well as 
by road and rail. 

* The exhibition bids were sub- 
mitted to the Millennium Com- 
mission last summer. Headed by 
Virginia Bottomley, the Her- 
itage Secretary, Lhe commission 


will meet this week to Mb a 
decision. 1?; 

Birmingham 

of lottery crrocs, !^! jay k* 
much money has gone tb tfae : 
.fipital. A London-basfeddeftgff 
company, Imaginatitu^' pnj- 
poses to opera te tfrcjO fiafeaBe 
site around the existing Natinri , 
Exhibition Centre, andhasa- . 
cured a. pledge, of £50m invest- - 
ment from tne loGafiSBtJjanty. : 

The plan incorporates ae* 

. buildings and parking Jacfik5s_ 
for more than 50,00fr car& Ii 
would divide the ate into, dif- 
ferent zones, for exhibajoos.eB- 
tertaininent and ecology. *As the 
only site with the proven ex- 
pertise. existing infrastructure, 
capability and commitment to 
stage an event worthy aftbenril- 
lennium, we arc ready amf wait- 
ing," said the NEC chairman, 
Robert Burman. 

The commission has invUed 
operators to make their plans 
transferable to other sftesJfnec-. 
essary. Derby's Pride Park and 
Stratford, in east London - 
which have also submitted bids 
- have not been ruled out. ■ . 


How the bids compar e 

uTasTkviTrTi 


Strengths 


Strengths 


Wide experience of large-scale 
event management at the 
National Exhibition Centre. 

In the geographical heart of 
England, with 30 million peo- 
ple living within two hours' 
travelling time. . . . 

Already has extensive parking 
and experienced staff. 

Own train station and airport. 


Weaknesses 

Not the capital. Maybe too 
far for tourists arriving in- 
London. 

No sense of history or cultur- 
al grandeur surrounding site.- 
Partly dependent oh motorway 
for transport. 

Does not have support of a very 
powerful consortium. . 

Not within easy reach of 
other attractions. 


'In London, where most inter- ' 
national visitors arrive. 
Historic and cultural- status^ 
with a symbolic edge as^the 
the centre of world time jwfflr. 
the Meridian. - - v. 

Already 4attracte 
because of other tourist sites 
including the Cutty Sadr. , 
Vacant site, ripe for regener- 
ation which would createltip; 
to 10,000 jobs. 

Greenwich Norto ahtiori jWfdL 
Jubilee tube tine extensions. - 


Weaknesses .. . 
Contaminated srt^ . which 
viroukl heedcappfrigr. v . - 

No experience of large-soate 
event management: .. . -j 
Poor road, rail and air access.;; 
Limited, pariong.- ■ ,r_ ; 
■wui infuriate fotte^JsriftacV -\ 
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Siege mentality; Russian troops manoeuvring a cannon into position outside the village of Pervomaystoye where Chechen rebels are still holding out Photograph: AFP 

Chechen rebels free 8 hostages 


PHIL REEVES 

Pervomayskoye 

The stand-off between Russian 
forces and a band of Chechen 
rebels holed up in a border vil- 
lage in Dagestan eased last 
night with claims by the 
authorities that the besieged 
separatists had released eight 
hostages. 

It marked the first break- 
through in the three-day dead- 
lock in which the Chechens 
and more than 100 of their cap- 
tives have been surrounded in 
the village of Pervomayskoye by 
tanks and heavy artillery of the 
Russian army. 

The rebels had said earlier 
they were prepared to release 
30 women, and. children in ex- 
change for being guaranteed 
safe passage into Chechnya. 
However, it was unclear how 
manv women and children were 


among the hostages: the Itar- 
Tass news agency put the 
number at 26 yesterday before 
any were released. 

The rebels were also said to 
have offered to release all their 
hostages on condition that they 
are accompanied on their jour- 
ney back to Chechnya by a 
handful of notable Russian 
politicians - including Grigory 
Yavlinsky and General Alexan- 
der Lebed, both presidential 
candidates, and the reformer 
Yegor Gaidar. Mr Yavlinsky 
and Mr Gaidar apparently 
agreed but not Gen Lebed. 

This glimmerof hope - albeit 
faint - concluded another day 
of tension in this remote patch 
of southern Russia, where many 
are fuming over the Chechens' 
decision to cross the border of 
their breakaway republic, enter 
the Dagestan town of Kizlyar 
on Tuesday, and corral 2,000 


hostages inside a hospital. Yes- 
terday Russian helicopter gun- 
ships continued to swoop 
menacingly over the Chechens 
and their remaining captives - 
who include 37 Ministry of In- 
terior policemen - as the Russ- 
ian Army manoeuvred its tanks 
and heavy guns around the 
dead flat, frozen landscape. 

The Russians have tightened 
security around the besieged 
village after several correspon- 
dents, including the Indepen- 
dent, walked in on Thursday and 
interviewed Salman Raduyev. 
the rebels' leader. 

In Sovietskaye, the nearest 
village, an armoured vehicle 
blocked the road leading to the 
rebels' stronghold, much to the 
irritation of about 100 Dages- 
tan! men who had assembled at 
the edge of this potential bat- 
tleground both out of curiosity 
and to rail against the rebels.* 


They were quick to point out 
that they have played host to 
tens of thousands of Chechen 
refugees who have fled from 
their homeland to this impov- 
erished Russian republic over 
the last year to escape Chech- 
nya's nasty little war. That 
Chechens should now be hold- 
ing their Islamic neighbours 
hostage is seen here as 
tantamount to treason. 

Ai the tiny farming village's 
edge hangs a Soviet-era sign 
bearing a picture of Lenin. The 
motif says: "Dearest of all to us 
is the preservation of peace 1 *. If 
the local people, the Avars, 
ever believed this sentiment - 
and in the troubled Caucasus 
that seems unlikely - then their 
faith has now been shattered. 

Yesterday the women and 
children of Sovietskaye were 
evacuated on the orders of lo- 
cal elders who feared they could 


be caught in stray fire from 
Chechen rebels or Russian 
guns. They were despatched to 
stay with relatives, leaving their 
men to wander bewildered 
among the cattle, geese and 
chickens who rule the muddy 
lanes. From time to time, deep 
booms rumbled across the land- 
scape - evidence that the Rus- 
sians have yet to tire of bombing 
Chechens over the nearby 
border. 

Nor are the Avars the only 
ones among Dagestan's jumble 
of peoples to be damaged by this 
crisis. Chechens living in Dages- 
tan have condemned the 
hostage-taking as an act of ter- 
rorism. They held a meeting in 
Khasavyurl, a town 10 miles 
from the scene of the crisis, and 
derided to despatch two bus- 
loads of Chechen men and 
women as volunteers to re- 
place the hostages. 


It Ban offer that Mr Raduyev 
and his men seem certain to 
refuse, if they are ever offered 
Lfae opportunity to consider it. 
The Russians have shown little 
compunction in attacking 
Chechen civilians in the past 

“I am 100 per cent certain 
that if the hostages are 
Chechens the Russian author- 
ities will utterly destroy them," 
said Zaidni Abluyev, the editor 
of Khasavyurl 's Checben- 
language newspaper. 

In Moscow, Sergei 
Medvedev, the spokesman for 
President Boris Yeltsin, said 
the Kremlin leader was being 
fully briefed. “Yeltsin receives 
hourly reports," Mr Medvedev 
said. “All developments are im- 
mediately reported to him." 
Mr Yeltsin faces a difficult de- 
rision over whether to use force 
to end a crisis that could affect 
his hopes of re-election in June. 
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Primakov 
soothes West 
but looks east 


HELEN WOMACK 

Moscow 

Russia's new Foreign Minister. 
Yevgeny Primakov, yesterday 
gave a finely-balanced perfor- 
mance at his first meeting with 
the press since President Boris 
Yeltsin appointed him to replace 
Andrei Kozyrev. 

Russia was a “great power 
and he would make it nis pri- 
ority to serve its interests, he 
said in comments likely to warm 
the hearts of Communists and 
nationalists who criticised Mr 
Kozyrev for being too compli- 
ant towards the West. But Mr 
Primakov went on to say that 
friendly ties with the West need 
not suffer because of this and 
certainly there would be no re- 
turn to Cold War hostility. 

“We are a great power and 
our policy must reflect our sta- 
tus," Mr Primakov told the 
packed press conference. "I 
consider it ray main task to step 
up the Foreign Ministry’s work 
in defending Russia’s national 
interests. But I don't think that 
will contradict the development 
of lies with the United States." 

While continuing to co-op- 
erate with the West, Russia 
would pay attention to relations 
with important neighbours to 
the East, such as Chin a and 
Japan, and with traditional part- 
ners in the Middle East which 
have lapsed somewhat since 
the collapse of Communism. 

Moscow also needed to 
strengthen ties with the “near 
abroad", the now-independent 
republics of the former Soviet 
Union, he said. 

Russia would oppose the 
eastward expansion of Nato. he 
said - Moscow has already 
made it clear it does not want 
to see former Wirsaw Pact 
states such as Poland and Hun- 
gary joining the Western al- 
liance. But there would be no 
return to the Cold Wir, Mr Pri- 
makov assured the West. 

Earlier this week, when in- 
troducing his new man to the 
Foreign Ministry. President 
Yeltsin said the West should 
concern itself not with the per- 
sonalities of Russian politicians 
but with the country's policies 
- and there would be no change 
in Moscow's foreign policy. 

Mr Primakov's comments 


confirmed there was no U-turn 
now. The change towards a 
more assertive sLance took 
place many months ago when 
Mr Kozyrev was still in office. 
Initially friendly lo the West. Mr 
Kozyrev was using more na- 
tionalistic rhetoric towards the 
end of his term. 

The appointment of Mr Pri- 
makov, 66. was politely 
welcomed in Washington but 
privately US diplomats ex- 
pressed concern, saying he was 
conservative. Such' labels are, 
however, misleading in today's 
Russia and whether Mr Pri- 
makov will lum out to be more 
conservative than Mr Kozyrev 
remains to be seen. In any 
case, it is President Yeltsin who 
sets the country’s foreign poli- 



Primakov: Main task is to 
defend Russia's interests 

cy. The Foreign Minister only 
carries it out. 

US worries about Mr Pri- 
makov, formerly a journalist on 
the old Communist Parly news- 
paper Provdn, were partly based 
on the fact that his last job was 
as head Russia's foreign intel- 
ligence service. But Mr Pri- 
makov was not a life-long secret 
policeman. He was made spy 
chief when the old KGB split up 
after the failed hard-line coup 
of 1991 and at the time eye- 
brows were raised because he 
had no KGB background. 

American diplomats also re- 
membered that Mr Primakov’ 
had been "unhelpful” to Wash- 
ington's interests when, as a 
troubleshooter for the former So- 
viet leader Mikhail Gorbachev, 
he made a last-ditch attempt to 
negotiate with Saddam Hussein 
and prevent the Gulf war. 
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Mass grave in Bosnia 
may hold 8,000 bodies 



CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence Correspondent 

British forces in Bosnia were last 
night keeping an eye on a vast, 
waterlogged open-cast iron ore 
min e in north-west Bosnia af- 
ter allegations that thousands of 
bodies might be buried there. 

The British troops, respon- 
sible for the area under Nato’s 
Implementation Force (I-For), 
have contacted the interna- 
tional war crimes tribunal rep- 
resentative in Sarajevo. 

The tribunal is to send a team 
to investigate the mine at Lju- 
bija, sou th-west of Prijedor, “in 
the near future". But although 
the British troops will report 
anything they find to him, they 
said yesterday their job is to 
keep the warring sides apart, not 
to go looking for war crimes or 
war criminals. 

Ljubija is in Serb-held terri- 
tory which will remain Serb un- 
der the Dayton peace deaL 


suggesting any bodies found 
there are those of Muslims or 
Croats. It is now the base for the 
2nd Battalion, the Light In- 
fantry, which may have to guard 
the war crimes team if local 
Serbs oppose an investigation. 

A report in the Nei v York 
Times yesterday quoted a 
British officer as saying that 
troops in the region often come 
across bodies. 

Zvonimir Clcak, of the Croa- 
tian Helsinki Committee for 
Human Rights, said: “There 
were a lot of killings in Ljubi- 
ja. We think there may be as 
many as 8,000 bodies in the 
mine. We have eyewitness tes- 
timony from people who saw 
the bodies. On top of the bod- 
ies they dumped lime. This is 
probably the largest mass grave 
in Serb-held Bosnia." 

A spokesman at the British 
headquarters in Goraji Vakuf 
said: “We are investigating this 
report," but he added: “We 


are reminding people that our 
first aim is to deal with the mil- 
itary aspects of the cease-fire." 

Ljubija lies close to the front 
line reached by Croat and Mus- 
lim forces during their rapid ad- 
vance in September, which led 
directly to the Dayton agree- 
ment The report of large num- 
bers of bodies in the mine 
almost certainly refers to peo- 
ple killed in the summer of 1992. 
There were persistent reports at 
the time of bodies being 
dropped down mineshafts. 

In Geneva an official of the 
war crimes tribunal said it has 
long been aware of allegations 
that Bosnian Serbs have been 
biding bodies in mineshafts. 
The deputy prosecutor, Gr aham 
Blewitt, raid the tribunal be- 
lieved gaining access to this 
region was one of its main pri- 
orities. 

Mr Blewitt said Serbia was 
nbt co-operating with the tri- 
bunal despite a pledge to do so. 


If it did not, he warned, the tri- 
bunal could complam to the UN 
Security Council that Belgrade 
was in “non-compliance“ with 
the agreement, which diplo- 
mats say could be grounds for 
reimposing UN sanctions. 

The British units in the area 
are patrolling both sides of the 
former front line, and negoti- 
ating with the local forces to get 
them to withdraw from the 
4km “zone of separation". Part 
of the area patrolled by the 
British is now held by Bosnian 
Croats, but is to be handed back 
to the Bosnian Serbs. 

■ Sarajevo — Bosnian Serbs lift- 
ed a threat to flee Sarajevo yes- 
terday despite a rejection by the 
Nato secretary-general, Javier 
Solana, of their plea to delay the 
transfer of their suburbs to the 
government. Abont 70,000 
Serbs were said to be ready to 
evacuate the city and bum their 
houses unless Nato delayed the 
hand-over. 
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test site for US 
hi-tech planes 


The US is using the Nato op- 
eration in Bosnia to continue 
tests of a high -altitude surveil- 
lance aircraft which has not 
been used in action since the 
Gulf war five years ago. writes 
Christopher Bellamy. 

The device may be used to 
monitor the withdrawal of 
troops from areas to be hand- 
ed over under the Dayton peace 
plan. 

The Joint Surveillance Target 
and Attack Radar System, or 
“J stars”, produced the spec- 
tacular radar images of the 
Gulf war battlefield which 
showed Iraqi forces streaming 
northwards towards the Eu- 
phrates. the first time a great 
battle unfolding had been cap- 
tured in entirety in pictures. 

The US is continuing to test 
two Jstars planes over the much 
more difficult landscape of 
Bosnia, with it steep valleys, 
mountains and forest, the ulti- 
mate test of the system. 

The use of Jstars over Bosnia 
has another potential advan- 
tage. The US has been trying to 
sell Jstars to Nato for years. Us- 
ing Jstars over Bosnia as part of 
the Nato operation. Joint En- 
deavour, will be a strong selling 
point. 

The alternatives are a British 
system, called Astor (Airborne 
Stand-Off Radar), the French 
Horizon, or the Italian Creso. 
Jstars and Astor are the only sys- 
tems capable of monitoring an 
entire theatre of operations. 
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Astor will be more advanced;^'' 
but is not yet even iiRflaO 
development phase. - 7 -.^- 

jstars would be used to moxF 
itor “vehicle-type movements'’ ±. 
in Bosnia. Under theDayi«A> 
agreement. Bosnian Serb, Must 
lirn and Croat forces are 
draw from areas to be . 
transferred other parties byA - 
February. The new owners sse— 
to occupy them by 20 March.. 

Jstars can look out to aimige 
of 200 nautical miles, so it can 
stav outside the range of 
surface-to-air missiles. It even 
has a memory to keep track of 
strings of vehicles and wait for' 
them to reappear out of a vak- ' 
ley or from behind a mountain. 

“If a convoy disappears it will 
alert you.” a Northrop Gru- 
mann official said. “It has a 
memory. It knows where to 
look." Two of the E-S Jstars air- 
craft - converted Boeing 707s' 
- left the testing grounds of - 
Northrop- Gnimann in Mel- 
bourne. Florida, for Bosnia on 
14 December. The US Air 
Force has a requirement for 20 - 
Jstars systems, to be bought over 
the next 10 years at a total cost 
of $5bn (£3.2bn) to S7bn. 

Jstars can receive pictures 
from E-3 Airborne Warning 
And Control System (Awais; ... 
aircraft. Jstars wfll therefore be 
used to home in on am tacts, for 
example, helicopter flights 
picked up by Awacs, as well as 
for closer analysis of events on " 
the ground. 
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Italy faces Leftist set to succeed grand old ‘king* of Portugal 

_Aiin#ii(in »» CtihflAArtf knrlfti 

early poll as 
Dini finally 


resigns 


ANDREW GUMBEL 

Rome 

Italy was plunged into a haz- 
ardous and uncertain govern- 
ment crisis yesterday after the 
resignation of Lamberto Dini 
and his team of technocratic 
ministers. Mr Dini reluctantly 
handed in his resignation as 
Prime Minister on Thursday 
night, having failed to persuade 
a fractious parliament to let him 
stay while it mapped out a 
smooth path to take Italy 
through its six-month presi- 
dency of the European Union 
and prepare calmly for a gen- 
eral election. 

Although he acknowledged 
that his government’s limited 
mandate was over, Mr Dini 
warned fervently against a 
“crisis in the dark”. After three 
days of fruitless debate in the 
Chamber of Deputies, though, 
a crisis in the dark is exactly 
what Italy now has to face. 

On Monday, President Oscar 
Luigi Scalfaro will begin ex- 
ploratory talks with the speak- 



Dini: In the end, he was 
reluctant to go 

ers of the two houses of 
parliament and with leaders of 
all political parties to see if a 
new government with a coher- 
ent programme can somehow 
be cobbled together. 

If the President fails, he will 
have no choice but to dissolve 
parliament and call elections - 
an option he and the centre-left 
have resisted because there is 
no guarantee that the political 
balance in a new parliament will 
be any clearer than in the 
present one. 

This is exactly the kind of 
mess Italy had hoped to avoid 
at the beginning of its EU pres- 
idency. The crisis is almost 
certain still to be h a ngin g over 
the country when it hosts the 
crucial Inter-Governmental 
Conference in March. And if 
there are elections. Italy will be 
continuing an inglorious 
tradition already experienced 
by France and Germany 


during their recent presidencies. 

Is there any prospect of sal- 
vaging the mess? If a new gov- 
ernment can be formed, the 
most likely scenario is another 
Dini-led administration, but 
this time with “political” min- 
isters drawn from all sides with 
a mandate to carry out institu- 
tional reforms. These would in- 
clude a new electoral law more 
likely to produce a workable 
governing majority when the 
country next goes to the polls. 

The chances of finding the 
cross-party agreement needed 
for such a government, though, 
seem dim indeed. Italy has nev- 
er managed to pass a single 
amendment to its 1948 consti- 
tution despite several abortive 
attempts. Moreover, the aims of 
the courtly's two main political 
blocks are diametrically op- 
posed: the centre-left amply 
wants to introduce a two-round 
voting system, while the centre- 
right wants to transform the 
country's whole style of gov- 
ernment and invest far greater 
powers in the prime minister. 

Italy’s inability to stabilise its 
political system has become a 
spectacle veering between 
tragedy and high farce. Ever 
since the collapse of the old 
Christian Democrat-led order 
in 1992, there have been end- 
less promises of sweeping 
change but precious little evi- 
dence of iL The media magnate 
Silvio Berlusconi claimed to 
have founded a “Second Re- 
public” when he swept to pow- 
er in March 1994, but his 
incongruous conservative coali- 
tion, supported by former neo- 
fascists on one side and 
aorthern separatists on the 
other, collapsed under the 
weight of its own contradictions 
after just seven months. 

Mr Dini’s government, voted 
in one year ago, was supposed 
to be a stopgap giving the coun- 
try time to rethink its political 
system once again. Although he 
proved 'a competent techni- 
cian, making the first significant 
cuts for years in Italy’s runaway 
public deficit, the very longevi- 
ty of his government attested to 
the country's inability to find a 
way out of the impasse. 

The present crisis - sparked 
by the death of postwar gov- 
ernment number M —has all the 
hallmarks of the bad old days, 
when political instability al- 
lowed terrorism, organised 
crime and corruption to get the 
better of the system. The 
longest crisis ever, in 1979, last- 
ed five months. It is not beyond 
the realms of possibility that 
Italy could be about to break its 
own record. 
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Left's choice: Jorge Sampaio being carried by supporters at a presidential election rally 


Photograph: AP 


ELIZABETH NASH 

Lisbon 

The camp aign for tomorrow s 
presidential elections has re- 
flected the general mood oj the 

Portuguese people: laid-back for 
the most part, interrupted fry 

bursts of agitation. Torrenuaj 
rainstorms, the worst in more 
than 60 years, have jolted peo- 
ple's lives more than Lhe elec- 
tion campaign, though passions 

flared in the closing days. 

All but two contendere pulled 

out of the race this week, so to- 
morrow will see a straight fight 
between the mild Socialist for- 
mer mayor of Lisbon, Jorge 
Sampaio, and the conservative 
former prime minister, Ambal 
Cava co Silva. 

Mr Cava co is better known, 
having led a 10-yeax conserva- 
tive government before the So- 
cialist election win last year. But 
Mr Sampaio is favourite to suc- 
ceed Mario Soares, who bows 
out after the maximum 10 yeare 
as president during which he be- 
came Portugal's most loved 
and respected politician. 

Should Mr Sampaio win, the 
Socialists would control the 
presidency, parliament and the 
big cities. He has been consis- 
tently ahead and the latest poll 
gives him the support of 53.1 per 

cent of voters, 13.2 per cent 
ahead of his rival (though an 
earlier poll pul him only four 
points ahead. 

Lisbon seems almost bare of 
election posters, in contrast to 
the hectic campaign of last Oc- 
tober when a Socialist victory 
marked a political turn-around. 

Sceptics point out that the 
government has delayed an- 


nouncing a stringent budget 
until tomorrow’s contest is out 
of the way, to give Mr Sampaio 
a fair wind. 

The presidency is more than 
just ceremonial. The president 
can dissolve parliament if the 
government runs into difficul- 
ties. an important consideration 
with the Socialists four votes 
short of an overall majority, and 
can delay legislation. 

The post is non-partisan; the 
Socialist Mr Soares succeeded 
so brilliantly in recycling him- 
self as leader of all Portuguese 
that he is affectionately dubbed 
“The King". 

The two candidates cannot, 
therefore, offer policy options. 
Mr Cavaco went so far as to 
hand in his Social Democratic 
Party card. They can only un- 
dertake a charm offensive to 
convince voters of their personal 
suitability. Neither is particularly 
charismatic, but as one observ- 
er noted yesterday: “Sampaio is 
more enigmatic, so people have 
less against him." 

But party politicking isbare- 
lv veiled. Mr Sampaio, while 
urging consensus, says a new age 
has. dawned and suggest that 
voters have already thrown out 
everything Mr Cavaco repre- 
sents. Mr Cavaco stresses his ex- 
perience and bis Catholicism - 
swipes at Mr Sampaio, who has 
never held national office and 
is both atheist and Jewish. 

Mr Cavaco s message and his 
austere manner go down well in 
the conservative. Catholic 
northern part of the country. 
But thev seem at odds with a 
broad trend towards moderate 
change, and Mr Sampaio's 
more easy-going style. 
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RUPERT CORNWELL 

Washington 

Mercifully, Bill CUntou has 
never been too concerned 
about money. Whitewater and 
the squalid Paula Jones sexual 
harassment suit are not only po- 
litical and persona! embarrass- 
ments for America’s 42nd 
President. They are also, on pa- 
per at least, bankrupting him. 

Do the sums, like Money 
Magazine has done in its latest 
issue, and they are grim. When 
they came to office die Clintons 
had declared net assets of 
S679.000 (now in a blind trust). 


The couple do not own a prop- 
er home. Mr Clinton's salary as 
Arkansas Governor was only 
$35,000 (£23,000) and in feet the 
main family breadwinner was 
Hillary Clinton, thanks to her 
partnership in the Rose law firm 
of Little Rock — and of course 
that mysterious £100,000 wind- 
fall on the cattle futures mar- 
ket in 1978 and 1979. 

Now the First Family is em- 
broiled on two legal fronts, for 
which the bill is currently esti- 
mated at $2m, and climbing. 
The Clintons are not allowed to 
tap campaign or party funds. A 
legal defence fond was set up in 


1994 to collect contributions. 
But it may not advertise or oth- 
erwise solicit for money, and it 
has thus far gathered only 
$800,000. 

Nor does a President’s salary 
greatly help. Mr Clinton earns 
$200,000 ($130,000 after taxes) 
a year, while his wife receives 
nothing for being First Lady. 
She cannot work as a lawyer, 
while royalties from her new 
book on children. It Takes a Vil- 
lage, are going to charity. The 
job perks of course are huge — 
Ronald Reagan once described 
the White House as “an eight- 
star hotel” - but no one be- 


California’s right 
sells crown jewels 


TIM CORNWELL 

Los Angeles 

Willie Brown, who ruled the 
Califo rnia state assembly for 14 
years, was crowned Democrat 
mayor of San Francisco this 
week. As choirs carolled at his 
inauguration ceremony and 
newspapers speculated which of 
his many Italian suits he would 
wear, Mr Brown, in a charac- 
teristic display of arm-twisting, 
persuaded 75 of the city's best 
restaurants to distribute free 
meals to the homeless. 

In Sacramento, two hours' 
drive away, the Republicans, 
who now control the assembly 
for the first time in 25 years, 
were dismantling his former 
seat of power. The new Speak- 
er, Curt Pringle, a former drap- 
ery salesman, said he would sell 
Mr Brown's Cadillacs, “the 
three crown jewels of the im- 
perial speakership"; he would 
confine himself to a stale-issued 
1991 Dodge. 

The Republicans won a slim 
victory a year ago but the irre- 
pressible Mr Brown, even as he 
geared up for the San Francis- 
co mayoral race, persuaded 
two moderate Republicans in 
succession to jilt their parly and 
take the Speaker’s chair them- 
selves with Democrat support. 
Only when he left the scene 
could the Republicans unite 
and elect Mr Pringle to the sec- 
ond most powerful post in Cal- 
ifornia after the governorship. 

In San Francisco, Mr Brown 


told President Bill Clinton, who 
had called from wintry Wash- 
ington to congratulate him in 
front of cheering crowds: “You 
should be herewith us today. It 
is just incredible. There is no 
snow and no Republicans.” 

The city is the centre of 
northern California's liberal 
Democratic heartland. Mr 



Willie Brown: Former edifice 
of power is being dismantled 

Brown, the son of a maid and 
a station porter and who is 
black, excelled at milking cor- 
porate political donors in his 31 
years in the assembly. 

Long divorced, he is report- 
ed to lead a romantic life, in 
keeping with his flamboyant 
persona. In post-election in- 
terviews Mr Pringle spoke of 
tightening divorce laws to 
strengthen the family. He hails 
from stretches of southern Cal- 
ifornia in Orange County and 


San Diego that are solidly con- 
servative and mostly white and 
has an anti-government agen- 
da of deregulation, tax cuts, 
school choice and an end to 
state-funded abortions. 

Recent laws will make Mr 
Brown’s reign impossible to re- 
peat Mr Pringle must leave 
office in two years’ time. 

The Republicans’ first ef- 
forts included corporal pun- 
ishment for graffiti vandals. A 
bill once blocked by Democrats 
but now passed out of commit- 
tee would allow a judge to or- 
der a parent or bailiff to whack 
juveniles up to 10 times with a 
wooden paddle; teachers and 
civil-rights groups are furious. 

Meanwhile, hundreds of bik- 
ers converged on the state capi- 
tol building as Republicans on 
their first day of business vot- 
ed to repeal a law requiring 
helmets. Though the law was 
credited with cutting motorcycle 
deaths by 45 per cent, it was a 
personaMiberty issue dear to the 
party’s right. 

The Republicans won office 
on the first anniversary of Newt 
Gingrich's inauguration as 
Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives in Washington and, 
like him, they are intent on ac- 
tion after years. in the wilder- 
ness. Though they must stSU deal 
with a Democrat-run state Sen- 
ate, they dismissed an array of 
long-time committee staffers 
and brought former governor 
Ronald Reagan’s portrait back 
to the Senate. 


If the State can't 
provide financial security, 
shouldn't you make a 
Resolution to keep 
something up your sleeve? 



Taking steps to secure your financial 
future is probably the last thing 
on your mind as you ring in the 
New Year. 

Trouble is, with less and 
less State money for welfare 
demands like pensions 
and support during illness, 
you really can’t afford to 
put it off. 

You have to plan now, and 
make it your resolution to do 
something before this growing lack of 
provision affects you and your family. 
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So where do you start? Talk 
to an independent financial 
adviser. Whatever your concerns - 
mortgage cover, schooling, health 
:are - you'll get expert 
and impartial advice. 
Advice that is precisely 
tailored to your particular 
circumstances, and will 
answer your financial needs. 
Cail us today for a free 
Information pack. And make 
sure there's a happy New Year 

on the cards. 0117 971 1177 


It's your future. Take control of it. 
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comes rich there. If the Qintonsr 
creditors called in their debts to- 
day, the President would be in 
queer street On Thursday, he 
admitted that, on paper, be 
was heading for bankruptcy. 

In fact, his financial predica- 
ment is nowhere near as bad as 
it looks. If the First Family 


in the sexual harassment charge in 1997 or 2001, should be re- people wbodoirt 

are not insisting on immediate munerative. ^ ^ have particularly high 

settlement of their fees, running voted one of ^ me JcmThave the ° etw0 /j5 

at $350 to $400 an hour for lead lawyers, will be able to resume ana ’ t here, who had 

attorneys. That removes any risk a iratw tol lawy^tand ^ fees 

of sudden bankruptcy. _ . her husban^to memons 


Assuming neither the Presi- 
dent nor the First Lady is in- 
dicted (and the special 


were a listed company, a bro- Whitewater prosecutor, Ran- 
ker's advice to his client almost neth Starr, has indicated that on 
certainly would be: short-term current evidence that is un- 
prospects dicey, but in the long- Iikejy). the Clintons' legal costs 
term a pretty sure bet. for Whitewater should be re- 


Take the legal bills. As is com- imbursed by the Government - 

man in such cases, the firms rep- in other words the taxpayer. 


resen ting the Clintons in 
Whitewater and for Mr Clinton 


And whatever happens, life 


her husband, his memoirs will 
be worth milli ons. An other for- 
tune awaits on the lecture cir- 
cuit, where speakers such as 
ffolm Powell earn $50,000 a 

time. Even if he wins a second 

term, he will be only 54 when 
he leaves office. 

The real squeeze is on the 
smaller fry caught up in the 
Whitewater net, often merely 
out of loyalty to their masters. 
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after the White House, starting The President spoke of them at 


“These individuals tooshodd 

be reimbursed assuming they 
arenot indicted. But that wifi 
not make good the strain and 
worry of a leg£ and pubhc 
ordeal for which they are not re 
sponsible. Their salaries rarely 
exceed $100,000 for even tbe 
most senior aides. °ften are 
substantially less. And who wfli 
buy their memoirs ? 




PHIL DAVISON . 

Latin America Correspondent 

Jose Santacruz Londomj ,aBas 
“The Student" and alleged 
number three man in the Cah 
cocaine cartel, calmly p un-v 
u-rewed the one-way maTOr- 
from his prison interrogation 
room, climbed through onto _ 
the empty viewing room ana oa 
to a waiting getaway' vefocks m 

the prison yard. 

The guards at Bcgqte ’smafr . 
imum security La Picotaprisofr 
politely waved the vejnde 
through- Its occupants nadear- 
lier flashed identity documents 
from the Attorney-General's 
office, and a similar vehicle 
had brought bona-fide govern- 
ment interrogators to the jafi 

earlier in the day. . . 

Thursday’s cool escape was 


The godfather of soul, James Brown, with a friend at the funeral In Hollywood Hills of his wife, Adrienne, 47, who 
died while recuperating from cosmetic surgery. Among the mourners (right) was Little Richard Photographs: AP 

US spares Internet code-master 


CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Correspondent 

After three years' investiga- 
tion, a US district attorney has 
derided not to prosecute Philip 
Zimmerman n, who wrote a 
piece of encryption software 
now widely used in cyberspace 
to keep messages secret. 

It is so effective that the US 
classifies it as a munition and 
bans its export without a licence, 
the penalty for which is a max- 
imum jail term of 51 months. 

Mr Zimmennann, to whom 
tbe derision was faxed on Mon- 
day, said he was ‘"ecstatic’’. In- 
ternet users adopted his 


program. Pretty Good Privacy 
(PGP), to make private mes- 
sages and files uncrackable and 
to give their public messages a 
unique electronic “signature”. 

The derision could help US 
companies which have been 
urging the government to let 
them compete with rivals al- 
ready selling encryption pack- 
ages like PGP. Washington had 
resisted their calls but wide 
availability of a free uncrackable 
encryption program will make 
their case hard to deny. 

Mr Zimmennann was never 
charged but had been under in- 
vestigation since 1993 by 
Michael Yamaguchi, US district 


attorney in San Francisco, after 
copies of PGP became widely 
available on tbe Internet 

It was copied to the Internet 
by a friend of Mr Zimmennann 
who sent it to computer bulletin 
boards from his laptop over 
public payphones. Almost si- 
multaneously, it was rumoured 
that the US government would 
soon outlaw such “strong en- 
cryption". However, Mr Yam- 
aguchi said he would not be 
prosecuting arty individuals fol- 
lowing the investigation. 

PGP uses a technique that is 
eaty to perform with a standard 
PC, yet impossible to crack 
with even the mast powerful sys- 


tems. It starts from two large 
prime numbers, which are used 
to produce the “public” and 
“private” keys. Each program 
user generates his or her own 
pair of keys and then makes the 
public key available to anyone, 
lb encrypt a message the sender 
uses his private key and the re- 
ceiver's public key. 

Tbe message can only be 
decrypted by the intended re- 
ceiver. lo an interceptor, such 
as a US government official, the 
content is a meaningless jumble 
of numbers. However, there 
have been claims that though 
PGP can have positive uses, it 
also appeals to criminals. 


Ernesto Samper since his pofice 

and troops detained Santaorc 
and five other alleged leaders 
of the Cali cartel in a ihree- 
month sweep last summer. ‘ 

The smooth way in which 
Santacruz, 53, pulled off the es- 
cape from what is supposed to • 
be the most secure prison mthe 
nation stunned Colombians and 
infuriated US diplomats and' 
anti-narcotics agents who have 
long suspected that the carters 
tentacles reach to “the highest 
levels of government" . A -US . 
diplomat said: “There's sente-. ' 
thing rotten here.” 

To make matters worse, San- 
tacruz escaped almost at the 
moment a new Justice Monster; 
Carlos Medellin, was sworn in 
and was promising swift- trials' 
for the alleged cartel bosses. - 
Colonel Norberto Pelaez, tfr- 
ector of the national prison 
system, has resigned. 

The escape ccmld hardly have 
come at a worse time for Mr 
Samper, who has been accused 
by his former campaign man- 
ager of accepting cocaine mon- 
ey from the Cali cartel while 
campaigning in 1994. The Pres- 
ident insists arty such money, 
came in without his knowledge 
hut polls show most Qtkimbtaas- 
do not believe him. 

.Colombian police are offer- 
ing a S2m (£13m) reward for 
Santacruz's recapture. 



Santacruz: Through the 
mirror to freedom 











The fii|J soap 

jlfe 

sewn a 
TV station. 


' CANA ^ A/HARF 

Every day 5pm & 9prti * Weekend omnibu; 

L*VETV 

Look on the bright side. 

S'lHPCABLG 



£569 


Powder 


white beaches lapped 


by Caribbean i voters of the deepest Nue . . . golden 
sunshine, guaranteed ... lively limbo and 


laid-back lifestyle. Barbados has always been 
magnet for the rich and famous. 


Now Tradeunnds ran make it 

bland in the sun far 

as little as £569*. TPAntr 


ruiu in the brodu're price from 

T p A ^ *^ 999 ’ and ^ om 

W 1JN Uj just *£1 99 jbr children. 

P _ n - - 




The perfect place to wind down. 


then maybe spend a week island 


hopping on a sleek white cruise ship. And what 


romantic location for a wedding 
honeymoon? Or perhaps an all-indtmve holiday 


tnore your style, with meals, drinks and 


Far & away better value 

CALL 01235 824424 JOB A BROCHURE OR CALL INTO TOt/R LOCAL TRAVEL AGENTS 

<qW3- fro m fo twK* n«gl Brtlfrh fcrwgyt 2 N o xrab o m *f3» a Qwwf tw lLvx H-Mi 7 


Clintons’ credit is good long-term bet jaiibreak gig 

— stuns 













the independ ent . Saturday 


W JANUARY J9&G 


^ ! 

iS 




-■*> 


Korean leader faces 
£180m bribes charge 


RICHARD LLOYD BARRY 

Tokyo 

The political scandal engulfing 
south Korea escalated yester- 
day when the former president 
Chun Doo Hwan. who already 
faces trial for treason, was 
charged with accepting mil- 
lions of dollars of bribes from 
Korea s biggest corporations, in- 
cluding Daewoo, Samsung and 
Hyundai, 

Mr Chun, who is in hospital 
following a 26-day prison 
hunger strike, was charged with 
illegally accepting 216bn won 
(£178m) during his eight years 
in office. Five of his aides, in- 
cluding a former finance min- 
ister, a government tax 
administrator and a retired in- 
telligence chief, were accused of 
handling the bribes, described 
by the public prosecutor as 
“corruption among the power- 
ful which is unprecedented in 
our constitutional history.” 

The scale of the alleged mis- 
conduct is staggering, rivalling 
even that of Roh Tae Woo, Mr 
Chun's successor as president. 
Mr Rob appeared in court last 
month charged with receiving 


£230ra. But these sums repre- 
sent only a small proportion of 
the secret political slush funds 
maintained by the two men. In 
Mr Roh's case, this is believed 
to be £415m. According to state 
prosecutors, Mr Chun has ad- 
mitted amassing almost £5 70m 
from 42 companies, equivalent 
to 1.5 per cent of South Korea’s 
Gross National Product for 
1980, when he came to power 
as leader of a military coup. 

Individual bribes ranged 
from £160,000 to £17^m, pre- 
sented routinely in exchange for 
government contracts for nu- 
clear power plants, dams, high- 
ways, defence procurement, 
public buildings and rural 
development programmes. 

Among the items uncovered 
during the investigation is £2.4m 
allegedly received from Kore- 
an Air Lines in return for drop- 
ping penalties connected with 
the Flight 007 tragedy in 1983, 
when a Korean jet was shot 
down by the Soviet air foree. 
The money is believed to have 
been spent on financing the 
presidential election campaign 
of Mr Roh in 1987 and parlia- 
mentary elections in 1988 and 


1992. Even after leaving 
office in 1988, Mr Chun held on 
to 1130m dispersed in proper- 
ty, bonds, and hundreds of 
bank accounts held under false 
names. 

Yesterday’s charges repre- 
sent the latest stage in an ex- 
traordinary historical purge that 

has electrified South Korea. 
Aiter a disastrous year, during 
which his personal supporL 
plummeted, President Kim 
Young Sam gave in to popular 
pressure to investigate his pre- 
decessors, former generals who 
introduced democracy after 
more than three decades of 
authoritarianism. 

Mr Chun’s slush fund was 
first exposed soon after he left 
office. But after a grovelling 
public apology, and two years of 
self-imposed seclusion in a 
monastery, he appeared (o have 
weathered the scandal. When 
Mr Roh attempted the same 
pipy, however, public outrage 
forced President Kim to reopen 
the investigation. First, Mr Roh 
was arrested for corruption 
and. in December, Mr Chun 
was held on treason charges 
related to the 1979 coup. 


Further Indictments are ex- 
pected to follow, concerning the 
massacre of student demon- 
strators in the city of Kwangju 
the following year. Prosecutors 
announced this week th3t they 
intend to excavate several sites 
where the bodies of those killed 
by die army are believed to have 
been dumped. The corruption 
charges carry a sentence of up 
to life imprisonment: treason is 
a capita] charge, although the 
death sentence is unlikely to be 
carried out. 

The timetable of Mr Chun’s 
trial is unclear; he is recovering 
from his hunger strike, and the 
picture may be complicated by 
allegations concerning ties be- 
tween the slush funds and Pres- 
ident Kim. As the approved 
successor of the two generals, 
Mr Kim is believed to have re- 
ceived portions of the dirty 
money to fund his own election. 

In his New Year address, the 
President made vague reference 
to his past “wrong practices”. 
But he insisted that he had “nev- 
er received a single won that 
came with strings attached 
or that was attached to any 
business interest”. 
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Spent force: Former president Chun on his arrest in December last year on treason charges Photograph: afp 
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Spanish court bails 'dirty war* minister 

Madrid — The Supreme Court imposed bail on ex-interior min- 
ister Jose Barrionuevo yesterday and barred him from leaving 
Spain, bringing charges of a “dirty war” on Basque rebels another 
step closer to the Prime Minister, Felipe Gonzalez. 

Barrionuevo, Mr Gonzalez's interior minister in 19S2-88, was 
ordered to post bail of 15 million pesetas (£80,000). “He is now 
presumed guilty rather than presumed innocent, and he will have 
to stand trial,” said Segundo Marey, a French businessman mis- 
taken for a Basque Eta guerrilla and kidnapped in 1983 in a case 
at Lhe root of charges facing Mr Barrionuevo. Reuter 

US bombing suspects plead innocent 

Reno, Nevada — Ifeo men pleaded innocent to charges that they 
planted a powerful bomb outside an Internal Revenue Service 
building on IS December to avenee grudges against the federal 


building on IS December to avenge grudges against the federal 
tax collection agency. Joseph Bailie, 40, and Ellis Hurst, 52, en- 
tered their pleas during a brief court appearance on Thursday. 
Trial is scheduled for 4 March. AP 

Mexican MPs attack free market policies 

Mexico City — In an unprecedented move, 255 legislators from 
President Ernesto Zedillo's party attacked Mexico’s free-market 


to the Institutional Revolutionary Party (PR1) president Santi- 
ago Onate Labourde, the deputies urged “growth and balanced 
development with actions directed towards the least protected 
classes” Reuter 

Corsican separatists call truce 

Ajaccio — A hard-line Corsican separatist group called a three- 
month truce in a guerrilla bombing campaign that has shaken the 
French island in recent weeks. A spokesman for the “Historical 
Wing” of the Corsican National Liberation Front (FLNC) said 
the group hoped the truce would lead to negotiations about grant- 
ing the island greater autonomy. Reuter 

Panchen Lama urged to back patriotism 

Peking — President Jiang Zemin met China's official Panchen 
Lama and urged the six-year-old bey, Gyaincain Norbu, to de- 
fend patriotism in Tibet. His enthronement aroused controversy 
because it superseded the Dalai Lama's choice of another boy, 
Gedhun Choekyi Nyima, as the reincarnated Panchen Lama. 
Tibetan Buddhism’s second-highest monk. Reuter 


■.w.' 


iKv>-’ 


Si 










f'i.W'f 


■ ’ * y 


















('! .V 








Wi 






1 


£3 








tm 

f*#! 


LIST 


il 






■31 


til 


m 






% 


i'M 




8 


! m 


m 


\7i 


m. 


% i 


$ 


$ 








a 


1 1 't 

1 L, i- “ 


A! X'' 






SUPER PADDED 
COAT £25»r«.p *ei 

made from waterproof fabric 


HOOD TUCKED IN COLLAR 

THICK PADDING 
& SOPTLY LINED ' 

INCOTTON / 


UNDERARM 

VENTILATION 

HAND f 

WARMERS, I 
WARM 

UNED / 


DEEP BELLOWS 
POCKETS 


CORD FACED COLLAR 

INTERNAL WALLET 
V POC KET & 

\ POACHERS 

N \ POCKET 


DRAW 

STRING 





HEAVY DCTT FRO NT ZIP , 
6 INCH INTERNAL DRIP STROP |J STORM FLAP, STUDS 

Yes it's book ■ time and time again ae get asked for this briOumt coat 
. and just look at the prut, only Ip more than in 1992. 

Britain in famous Jar its variable dimale - fight new it salt wet and 
cold and horrid! If you don't tike it - BUT THIS COAT - and aw 
know ti will keep you dry and eery warm. Popular country coat and 
the 3!-} length make* it a good car coat too - if you're going outdoors 
for work or pleasure. youU need it 
Sizes: XS 134/36), S l3©38>. M (38/40). L <42441, XL 1 46 XXL (48> 
Colours: Olive, Navy Material: Outer nylon backed wrthpjc. 
Lining: cotton. Filling: polyester Bern RefilOOM Super Padded 

Phone Now on 01768 8991U 

orFaX 01768 899222 TO PLACE CREDIT CARD ORDER 

Send TO Dept i«oi2 Town & Couvitw 

Penrith Estate, Penrith, Cumbria CA11 9EQ 


AJt Colour 


r CHy Ium Re£ Sob 


ortB t- m » Tj*o S i Cacasyttinaertal T 

““ SmCaiK --------- * 

,r rfwrg* IT" AeaalViaa No, . . I 


























$ 




'•***_. 




m 






m 






The V\ 


re 


to. 












see * i e \\vetV weras- 


WZ reV* . 


;\o^ tOS a <*. 

e^ et ’ l ***l 1 *' 0 * 


r 




»• c ' 


. : 


.tef***" y'* 

I ' #w ' 


















14 


TJJB INDEPENDENT 


. SATURDAY ^N^EYU% 


obituaries / gazette 


Eric Hebborn 


Eric Hebbom was the most suc- 
cessful art forger this century. 
By his own account he passed 
off some 1,000 paintings and 
drawings, predominantly Old 
Masters, to galleries world- 
wide ranging from the British 
Museum in London to the Na- 
tional Gallery in Washington, 
the Pierpoot Morgan Gallery in 
New York and the National Mu- 
seum in Copenhagen. Art ex- 
perts dnd historians, the dealers 
CoinaghTs and the auctioneers 
Sotheby’s and Christie's, the ve- 
hicles of his deception, were all 
lakeq in by his work. 

It jwas not until 1978, 15 
yeaisafter he had started on his 
feuging career, that he was ex- 
posed, by the journalist Geral- 
dine Norman. And it was not 
until 1 1991, when he published 
his {leasing autobiography 
Drawn to Trouble: the forging 
an artist , that Hebborn himself 
admitted to his history. 

He was tram in 1934, the son 
of a grocer’s assistant, in South 
Kensington, London, but 
brought up, to his chagrin, in Es- 
sex, At the age of eight he burnt 
down his school and was sent to 
BorstaL He was then put to fos- 
ter parents and at L5 won a 
place from Makfon’s Secondary 
School to Chelmsford Art 
School; from there he went to 
V&hhamstow Art School, which 
made more of a speciality in 
painting, and in 1956 he grad- 
uated to the Royal Academy Art 
Schools, where he won the Sil- 
ver Medal for painting and a 
Rome Scholars hip in engraving, 
which took him to the British 
Academy in Rome for two 
years. Three years after leaving 
the academy schools, in 1963 he 
moved permanently to Italy. He 
had one-man shows of his own 
paintings in the 1970s and 1980s 
in Tivoli, Genoa, Hamburg, 
Manila and at the Alvvin Gallery 
in London. 

After the publication of 
Drawn to Trouble, he had shows 
of his paintings at the Julian 
Hartnoll Gallery in London, 
and of his “fakes" at the 
Archcus Gallery. He was the 
subject of a BBC Omnibus film 
and last year published in Mi- 


lan a book, H manuals del fal- 
sario (“A Baker's Manual”), for 
which he was negotiating with 
an English publisher. 

Eric Hebborn’s autobiogra- 
phy, fora man not a practising 
writer, is as meticulously made 
as any of his Old Master draw- 
ings - and that ambiguity is in- 
tentional. He “adapted" my 
family (wife and three daugh- 
ters) some 35 years ago, while 
living in Highbury, north Lon- 
don. At that time he was teach- 
ing at the Reigate and Redbill 
School of Art. and dealing in 
watercolours of the Norwich 
SchooL He became godfather 
to our youngest daughter. What 
he saw in such a family remains 
a mystery, unless he found in us 
a substitute for bis own, then, 
long-lost siblings. 

His greatest qualities were 
generosity, loyalty and - against 
aJU evidence - honesty. These 
qualities remained constant; 
whatever the defects or ups-and- 


downs of those he knew. He was 
always a giver. And he regard- 
ed debt as a martyr of honour 
-creditois (perhaps with tiie ex- 
ertion of lawyers) were always, 

eventually, paid. 

Honesty, of course, is philo- 
sophically difficult to define. 
Hebbom’s often-quoted dic- 
tum that attributions to his 
drawings were made by others 
- never by him — applied equal- 
ly to his way of living. None who 
knew him well ever saw him dis- 
semble: what you saw was what 
you got. 

For some 30 years he was a 
resident of Anticoli Corrado, 
near Rome, where, to his un- 
abashed delight, he was known, 
particularly in the village bars, 
as “JZ Professors ” (“It only 


means teacher,” be said). 

iris Rome 


Earlier, following his 

Scholarship,' be lived in the 
gatehouse to the Villa Doria 
Pamptnli in Rome, and in Via 
Giulia. He then rented the VH- 



Fen-and-ink drawing by Hebborn of Ns friend Anthony Blunt, 
cl979. Hebbom’s good connections helped him in Ns deception 


la San! 

of Anticofi,a few miles outside 
the city, on the road to Subia- 
co. This had been the home of 
many popes’ gardeners. 

Looking for somewhere 
more . permanent he once 
showed me an abandoned bam 
in a wood beneath Anticoli (a 
village famous in Italy not only 
for its resident artists, but for its 
artists’ models). “Fll make that 
my home," he said Employing 
local builders and his own, then 
great, strength, be built Santa 
Maria, in Bosco di Ciabatta 
(“Slipper Wood”), where he was 
to spend aU but the last few 
years of his life. 

It was in Santa Maria that be 
began, for the first time in 
years, to create his own work- 
translating and illustrating the 
Epic of Gilgamesh: composing 
he autobiography, and painting^ 
An exhibition of his water- 
colours of Tivoli and its envi- 
ronment at the Villa d’Este 
was not only a sell-out, but re- 
sulted in more commissions 
than he could accept. 

As be aged- hKbekjved Chi- 
anti took its toll- he found trav- 
elling on foot (the only way) 
from Santa Maria to Antiooli an 
impossibility. So he left to live 
in an apartment in Piazza 
San Giovanni della Mahra, in 
Thastevere, his spiritual home. 

Hebborn was - and this 
comes out well in the autobi- 
ography— a remarkable racon- 
teur. His tales pointed up to his 
phenomenal (if selective) mem- 
ory, an ability which enabled 
him to assimilat e, in time, Ital- 
ian, Spanish - and Latin. He 
translated (and illustrated) Lor- 
ca and, over many years, the 
sonnets of Michelangelo and 
Giuseppe Belti. The latter, who 
wrote in the language of the or- 
dinary Roman people, appealed 
particularly to one who saw no 
differences in humankind. 

In response to his critics, he 
wrote: “I have never considered 
myself a misunderstood genius, 
or for that matter a genius at all 
No one asked me to become an 
artist, and the world does not 
owe me a living.” 

Barry Cole 


The first time I met Eric Heb- 
born, writes Geraldine Nor- 
man, was in 1980 over several 
bottles of red wine in the 
kitchen of his beautiful villa at 
Anticoli, in the company of his 
beautiful Filipino boyfriend 
who had hair down to his waist. 
I bad arrived unannounced to 
ask if he wanted to talk about 
the fakes be had sold. I hoped 
the red wine might make him 
garrulous but he stuck, through- 
out the evening, to his story of 
having bought the fakes in a 
Covent Garden junk-shop and 
passed them on in good faith, 
believing them to be genuine. 

It was dear he knew 1 didn’t 
believe hhn and he didn’t mind 
that at alL He talked a lot 
about Tom Keating, another 
British picture faker, who I'd 
helped to write a book. Heb- 
born twitted me about it and led 
me on to think that he was tee- 
tering on the brink of telling all 
himself - but then held back 
with a twinkle in the eye as if 
to say: “You can't catch me as 
easily as that" It was not, in fact, 

until 1991 that he published his 
own book, Drawn to Trouble, in 
which he finally admitted that 
he was the author of literally 
hundreds of fake Old Master 
drawings. 

He did not, as far as I know, 
make a lot of money out of pic- 
ture fairing, but he was excep- 
tionally successful in terms of 
hoodwinking art historians. 
Ibm Keating made money at 
country auctions where hopeful 
but uninformed buyers thought 
they were making “discoveries"; 
he also got half a dozen works 
in the style of Samuel Palmer 
past Sotheby’s and two Bond 
Street dealers, Colnaghi's and 
Legeris, thus arousing the sus- 
picion of art historians - which 
led to his downfall. 

Han van Meegeren, the fa- 
mous Dutch faker of the late 
1930s and 1940s, got his Ver- 
meers past one ageing scholar 
- Abraham Bredius - while 
Elmyr de Hoiy sold Picassos 
and Modiglianis on a massive 
scale to an American million- 
aire caled Meadows. They were 
spotted once Meadows began to 
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What you saw was What you got Hebborn in 1990 


Photograph: B. Donatetto / Ageraia Contras® 


show them to experts. Heb- 
born 's extraordinary success 
lay in deceiving the art histori- 
ans themselves. 

He didn’t sell direct to mu- 
seums. He put his Old Master 
drawings into Sotheby's and 
Christie’s auctions and sold 
them to leading London deal- 
ers - who passed them on to 
museums. Before he was un- 
masked, his drawings had been 
bought as genuine by the British 
Museum, the National Gallery. 
Washington, the National 
Gallery of Canada, the Royal 
Museum of Copenhagen and 
the Pierpont Morgan Library in 
New York. That meant hood- 
winking an awful lot of art 
historians. 


It was obviously a help that 
everyone knew he was a friend 
of Professor Anthony Blunt, 
director of the Courtauid In- 
stitute, with whom he used to 
stay while in London. In the art 
world, people tend to be taken 
seriously if they are well con- 
nected. But Hebborn was also 
adept at hi ding clues in his 
drawings. They would be 
related to a painting only re- 
produced in some exceptional- 
ly obscure book; they would 
be inscribed with old attribu- 
tions to the wrong artist; they 
, would, of course, be executed 
on paper of the right period, 
produced in the right region of 
Europe . . . 

Like Tom Keating, van 


Meegeren and many other fak- - 
ers, his prime motivation seems 
to have been resentment at his 
lack of recognition as an artist 
in his own right By successful? 
ly deceiving experts he was able 
to tell himself that “they“,fcpew 
nothing and were wrong to igr 
nore his own work. Maybe he 
could also tell himself that ire 
was just as good as the -artists - 
he imitated- in any case, he 
had a masterly understanding 
of art-historical bullshit; and 




he managed to leave many 
scholars with red faces. 


Eric Hebborn, artist , sculptor, 
forger, bom London 20 March 
1934; died Rome 11 January 
1996. 


Professor Seton Lloyd 




Seton Lloyd’s long archaeo- 
logical career began in 1929 in 
Egypt moved to Iraq in 1930 
where it continued throughout 
the Second World V&r and af- 
ter. and in 1949 moved again to 
Turkey for 12 years. From 1962 
to 1969 he was Professor of 
Western Asiatic Archaeology at 
the Institute of Archaeology at 
London University, and in his 
many years of retirement he re- 
mained active and involved un- 
til very latterly. His knowledge 
of Near Eastern archaeology 
was unrivalled and survives 
in many meticulous academic 
publications as well as more 
readable works for a wider 
public. 

Lloyd was bom in 1902 into 
a substantial Quaker back- 
ground of well-known names, 
whose family ramifications gave 
him widespread circles of kins- 
men. He was educated at Up- 
pingham and subsequently 
studied at the Architectural 
Association, qualifying in 1928. 
During ihis time he worked for 
two years as assistant to Sir Ed- 
win Lutyens. This architectur- 
al training proved an invaluable 
resource in his subsequent ca- 
reer in archaeology, where his 
understanding of how buildings 
work gave him an unusual and 
special perspective. 

His field career spanned a 
range of archaeological fash- 
ions, extending from the lavishly 


funded American excavations of 
pre-war days to the shoestring 
but resourceful British excava- 
tions after the war. It reached 
up to the beginning of modem 
archaeology, heavily science- 
based and directed to maximum 
data retrieval. But Lloyd's style 
of painstaking and methodical 
excavation and publication 
strove towards an understand- 
ing of Lhe past which is surely 
still valid. 

In both Iraq and Turkey his 
name is associated with the 
breaking of new ground both in 
the location of sites and in the 
identification of cultures, and his 
successors have constantly 
found themselves walking in his 
footsteps. Among his contem- 
poraries there were figures 
mare extrovert and flamboyant 
than he, yet the record of work 
which he has bequeathed 
compares favourably with 
Lheirs. 

The stoiy of his colourful life 
is best told by himself in bis 
memoirs. The Interval , pub- 
lished by him in retirement in 
1986. His switch from archi- 
tecture to archaeology was en- 
tirely fortuitous. In 1929 he 
replaced at the last minute a 
fnend engaged as architectur- 
al advisor on the British es- 
calation at B-Araama in Egypt- 
This brought him into contact 
with Henri Frankfort whom he 
always spoke of as a major in- 


tellectual influence. Subse- 
quently Frankfort commis- 
sioned by the Oriental Institute, 
Chicago, to undertake excava- 
tions on the Diyala river in Iraq, 
persuaded Lloyd to join his 
team. After bis initial task of 
building and equipping (he 
palatial excavation house in 
the middle of nowhere, Lloyd 
played a prominent part in 
those enormously productive 
operations, running from 1930 
to 1937, and in the substantial 
publications which flowed from 
them. 

Work on John Gars tang's 
excavations at Mersin in 1937 
and 1938 gave Lloyd his first 
taste of Turkey, and he then 
took the opportunity to make 
the difficult journey through 
south-east Turkey to northern 
Iraq, where he conducted the 
very important Sin jar survey. 

He was then offered Lhe post 
of Archaeology Adviser to the 
Directorate of Antiquities in 
Baghdad, which he took up in 
1939. This had the unforseeable 
consequence that he spent the 
war largely in Iraq, and was ful- 
ly caught up in the dramatic po- 
litical events there, the pro-Nazi 
coup and the British counter- 
strike and occupation. In the in- 
tervals between these events he 
was able to conduct some no- 
table research, principally the 
excavation of the painted tem- 
ple at Uqair and later of Tell 


Hassuna, where he identified a 
new culture - and the earliest 
known - in Iraq. In 1943 he 


met Ulrica Hyde (“Hydie"), 
Dllown 


whom he married the following 
year. 

Continuing in his Baghdad 
post after the war, Lloyd’s main 
archaeological activity was the 
excavation of Eridu. an early 
Sumerian city, in collaboration 
with Fuad Safar. Also at this 
time he and Hydie acquired 
Woo 1st one Lodge, the house 
just belcrw the Berkshire White 
Horse which was to be their 
family home for the rest of then- 
lives. 

Now his links with John 
Garstang bore fruit, for when 
the latter su ccceeded in estab- 
lishing a new British Institute of 
Archaeology at Ankara, Seton 
Lloyd was invited to become its 
first director. He moved to 
Ankara in 1949 and during the 
next 12 years acquired that 
abiding love of Tbrkey, its peo- 
ple and its past which is amply 
attested in many of his publi- 
cations. The relations which 
he established with Turkish col- 
leagues ensured a successful 
start to the new enterprise and 
boQt up a fund of local good wflL 
Many British archaeologists re- 
member with pleasure the 
warm family atmosphere which 
the Lloyds created in the 
institute. 

Adapting well to the parsi- 



Uoyd: Anatolian studies 


monious conditions of British 
archaeological provisions, Lloyd 
inaugurated a number of limit- 
ed but carefully planned oper- 
ations, which produced valuable 
and significant results. Among 
his initial activities were the Po- 
latli sounding, which produced 
a very important pottery se- 
quence; Lhe Sultantepe exca- 
vations. where he had the good 
luck to hit a major collection of 
cuneiform tablets forming an 
Assyrian provincial library; and 
his survey of Alanya castle. 

The major effort of his 
Ankara tenure was the excava- 
tion of Beyce Sultan, six seasons 
conducted in collaboration with 


James Mellaart. Though he al- 
ways confessed himself disap- 
pointed with Beyce for its 
comparative lack of finds, in- 
cluding an absence of written 
material, the architectural re- 
mains which he recovered and 
interpreted were dramatic 
enough, and the excavations 
addeH a new province to Ana- 
tolian archaeology, linking for 
the first time ~the interior 
plateau with the west coast. 

By good fortune, about the 
time that Lloyd and his wife de- 
cided that their nomadic expa- 
triate life should cease, the 
Professorship of Western Asi- 
atic Archaeology in London 
fell vacanL Seton Lloyd was ap- 
poimed and took up his post in 
1962. not without some diffi- 
dence, since he had no experi- 
ence of leaching. He need not 
have worried, for he had no dif- 
ficulty in communicating his 
deep archaeological knowledge 
and enthusiasm- His years at the 
institute, from 1962 to 1969, 
were a high point in the study 
of Near Eastern archaeology. 

At this time he inaugurated 
a final project in collaboration 
with Charles Burney in the 
form of an expedition to Urar- 
tu, the Iron Age kingdom of 
Ararat centring on Lake Van in 
eastern Turkey. Though well 
conceived, the project unfortu- 
nately ran into difficulties and, 
after a veiy successful first sea- 


son at the site of Kayalidere in 
the province of Mus, it was on- 
able to continue. But it did mark 
the beginning of intensive re- 
search in Urartu, which has ex- 
panded beyond recognition in 
the last 30 years. 

In his retirement, Lloyd re- 
mained very active in the affairs 
of the British School of Ar- 


chaeology in Iraq and the 


Ankara Institute. He served as 
Honorary’ Secretary to the lat- 
ter from 1962 to 1972. and in 
1975 was elected President, 
serving until 1981. He was also 
President of the Iraq School 
from 1979 to 1981 
No word on Lloyd would be 
complete without reference to 
his publications. Unlike so 
many of his profession, he nev- 
er allowed an overwhelming 
backlog of material to accu- 
mulate. Both his regular pre- 
liminary reports, latterly mostly 
in the early numbers of Anato- 
lian Studies, and his prompt fi- 
nal reports were concise, clear 
and meticulous, illustrated tty 
his own beautifully drawn and 
ins tandv recognisable plans and 
reconstructions. In addition to 
his professional writing, he also 
leaves a number of notable 
and very readable publications 
for the interested layman, in- 
cluding Foundations in the Dust 
(1947; revised 1980), Earfy Ana- 
tolia (Pelican Books, 1956), 
Mounds ofthe.4ncknt Hear East 


(1963) and Ancient Turkey 
(1989). 

Seton Lloyd was a tali, im- 
posing figure, who always 
dressed well. He united an out- 
ward reticence, even diffidence, 
with a pleasing dry humour, in/ 
a combination, which today 
seems curious, he was botfa,a: 
great lover of natural beauty add 
wild life, and an enthusiastic 
shot He was very happy with his 
wife Hydie, herself an out- 
standingly lovable personality, 
and an accomplished artist and 
sculptor, who enjoyed s h ari ng 
his archaeological fife. Sadly sfoe 
predeceased him by eight years. 
The atmosphere which they 
created in their lovely house, 
Woolston Lodge, will remain an 
unforgettable memory to all 
lucky enough to have known iL 
J. D. Hawkins 
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Seton Howard Frederick Uoyd. 


FSA 1938; Technical Adviser 
Government of Iraq, Directorate- 
General of Antiquities 1939-49; 
OBE 1948, CBE 1958; Director, 
British Institute of Archaeology 
Ankara 1949-61; FBA 1 955; 
Professor of HZstem Asiatic Ar- 
chaeology, London University 
1962-69 (Emeritus); President, 
British School of Archaeology in 
Iraq 1979-82, ; married 1944 Ul- 
rica Hyde (died 1987; two sons, 
one daughterl; died 7 January 
1996. 




Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 

PARKER: On 4 January u< Petra (n£c 
Bray) and Robin, a son. William 
Thomas, a brother to Matthew. 


DEATHS 


CONDREN: Desmond, aged $9 years, 
died peacefully aL Wot Middlesex 
Hospital, on 24 December 1995. A 
Former Deputy Head at Si Tbomas 
More School. Chelsea. Tor nearly 30 
years, his Funeral service look place 
on S January 1996. at St Michael and 
Si Martin Church. Hounslow. 

POL'RKAi On 4 January 19%. Bahrain 
Khan, of Tehran. Iran, at the Hospi- 
tal of Si John and Si Elizabeth, Lon- 
don. after a short Glness. Funeral at 
Ellh.im Crematorium. 1 1 -30am. 26 
January. All enquiries to Francis 
Chappell, telephone 018 1 -303 4777. 


AaMnuKemealsi For Gazette BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births. 
Adaption*. Marriages, Deaths. Masu- 
ria! services, WcddtBR amuvenarics. In 
Mcmoriamj should be sent In writing 
to ibt Gazette Editor; The Independent, 
1 Canada Square. Canarr Wharf, Lon- 
don E24 5DL telephoned In 0171-293 
2011 1 24-hour answering machine 
0171-293 2012) or fiwed to 0171-293 
2010, and are charged ac £&50 a line 
|VAT extra). 


Changing of the Guard 

TOIWfc Tbi IIobmiHkU Oiralrv Mutinied Rep- 
■unfit TD.nnil» lhe Oikcti - ' Lire Omni at Hone 
Una nt» I lam. TOMORROW; The HimadbuM 
Grain' Muvniiaf RcpnKsn uwonl> lie Qjiwn'i 
hk Oiunl 4l IlmcCtnidi. Iflom; ta Etonqlyvt 
SuiMGimh mount, ihr Qumi'% Gum), a Bndk- 
Mm. 1 1 .■'itjra. han>J pnjvitlnl hy Uni 
■ioiuGnaiiK 


Birthdays 

TODAY: Mr Craigie Aitehison. 
painier. 70; Air Marshal Sir John 
Baker -Carr, 90; Sir Brian Barratt- 
Boyes, heart surgeon, 72; Mr Clive 
Betts MP, 46; Sir Johannes Bjelke- 
Peiersen, farmer prime minister or 
Queensland, S5: Mr Richard Black- 
ford, composer. 42; Mr Michael 
Bond, creator of “Paddington Bear”, 
70; Dr Sydney Brenner, biologist. 69; 
Sir John Caines, fanner senior rivil 
servant, 63; Mr Edward Crew, Chief 
Constable, Northamptonshire, 50: Mr 
Tim Flavin, actor, dancer and singer, 
37; Mr Stephen Hendry, snooker 
player. 27; The Right Rev Michael 
Henley, Bishop of St Andrews, 
Dunkeld and Dunblane, 57; Lord 
Johnston, a Senator of the College 
of Justice in Scotland. 54; Sir Liam 
McCollum. High Court judge. North- 
ern Ireland, 63; Mr Ronnn Raffer- 
ty, golfer, 32; Sir Colin Shepherd MR 
58; Mr Bernard Shrirnsley. Associate 
Editor, Daily Express, 65: Mr Robert 
Stack, film actor, 77; Mr Kenneth 
Turpin, former Vice-Chancellor, Ox- 
ford University, SI; The Right Rev 
Michael Vickers, Assistant Bishop. 
Blackburn. 67. 


Mr Brian Hardie, cricketer, 46; Sir 
Martin Holdgate, former director- 
general, International Union for 
Conservation of Namre, 65; Sir 
Arthur Hook, solicitor and former 
chairman of Che College of Law, 72; 
Mr Jack Jones, singer, 58; Professor 
Sir Hans Komberg, Master of 
Christ's College. Cambridge. 68; Mr 
John Lever, Headmaster. Canford 
School, 44; Mr Warren Mitchell, ac- 
tor, 70; Mr Trevor Nunn, theatre di- 
rector, 56; Sir Neil Pritchard, former 
ambassador to Thailand, 85: Mr 
Christopher Reeves, banker, 60; Sir 
Vernon Seccombc, chairman, Ply- 
mouth Hospitals NHS Trust, 68; 
Mile Caterina Valente, guitarist and 
singer, 65; Mr Bill Werbemiuk, 
snooker player. 40; Sir John Wood- 
cock, former HM Chief Inspector of 
Constabulary. 64; Mr Roger Young, 
chief executive, Scottish Hydro- 
Electric. 52. 


and stage designer, 1904; Joseph 
Losey, film director. 1909. Deaths: 
Edmond Halley, astronomer. 1742; 
George Dance the younger, architect, 
1825; J ean-Augusi e -Dominique In- 
gres , pointer, 1867: Lewis Carroll 
(Charles Lutwidge Dodgson), author, 
1898; Humphrey Deforest Bogart, 
film actor, 195 7; Anais Nin, writer 
and poet, 1977; Pteter Finch (WflEam 
Mitchell), actor, 1977. On this day: 
die Great Frost Fair began on the 
Thames, 1205; another great Frost 
Fair was held on the Thames, 1814; 
Queen Victoria beard a concert re- 
layed to her by telephone, 1878. To- 
day is the Feast Day of St Antony 
Pucci, St Baxbasymas or Bar- 
bascemin. Si Datius, Si Felix of 
Nola, St Kentigern or Mnngp. St 
Macrina the Elder, The Martyrs or 
Mount Sinai and St Sava. 


Association of 


Anniversaries 


TOMORROW: Captain Sir Alastair 
Aird, Comptroller to Queen Eliza- 
beth the Queen Mother, 65; Profes- 
sor Sir Melville Amott, cardiologist. 
87; Mr Peter Barkworlh, actor. 67; 
Miss Coral Bellamy, executive di- 
rector of Uniccf. 54; Mr Richard 
Brims, actor, 62; Baroness Brooke of 
Ystradfellte, tonne r vice-chairman, 
Conservative Party. 88; Lord Catto. 
president. Morgan Grenfell, 73; Miss 
Faye Dunaway, actress, 55; Miss 
Maina Gielgud, ballerina. 51; Miss 
Andrce Grenfell, former managing 
director, Glemby International. 56; 


TOD.Vt Births Charles Fernnih, col- 
lector of fairy tales, 162S; Lord 
Willis (Edward Henry “Ted" Willis), 
playwright, 1913. Deaths: Edmund 
Spenser, poet, 1599; William Frond 
De Morgan, artist and author. 1917; 
Sebastian Ziani de Ferranti, electri- 
cal encineer, 1930; James Joyce, 
novelist. 1941; Hubert Horatio 
Humphrey. US rice-president, 1978. 
On this day: tbc Independent Labour 

Party was fanned under Krir Hardie. 
1893; the world's k r S est “P 011 

opened in Dallas. Texas, 1974.1bday 
is tbc Feast Day of St Agrecius, St 
Bcmo and St Hilary of F\>i tiers. 


Anaesthetists of Great 
Britain and Ireland 


TOMORROW: Births: Dr Albert 
Schweitzer, missionary, 1875; Hugh 
Lofting, author. 1886: Sir Cecil Whi- 
ter Hardy Beaton, photographer 


The Association of Anaesthetists of 
Great Britain and Ireland held their 
Winter Scientific Meeting dinner 
yesterday evening at the Cafe Roy- 
al. London WL Dr S, M, Lyons, Pres- 
ident, and Mis Laoos were the hosts. 
Amongst those present were; 

Dr and Mrs W.LM. Hunt Professor JJ*. 
Htamly. Dr and Mn AJJ. Bran; Sir Kenneth 
and Lady Caiman; Dr H. and the Rev W. 
CamphUI; Professor and Mrs R,S J. Clarke, 
Dr CJ. Dough; Mr and Mrs H.W Cooke. Dr 
and MnJ.CCuoper Ml RH. Goodman; Mr 
andMnCD. Gowdy: Sir Donald and Lady 
Irvine; Mr JN. Johnson; Sir Robert and Lady 
Kilpalridc Dr and Mrs &.W. Lan, Mr and Mn 
E. LindtuDr AMoara Dr and MnJJ^ Nann; 
P rofoao r Tdk £. Oh. Profenor and Mn C, 
PryfrRubcm: Mr and Mn W.K. Renh Pn> 
lessor and Mb M. Rossi: Sr Rodney and Lady 
Swwtium; Professor and Mn MJD. Vickers; 
Ms Sue VmecnL 


One man’s heaven is another man’s hell 


Ail the talk about whether vou are “saved** 
or not, overlooks the mam point; would 
you even want to be? Most commentary 
on the Church of England's report The 
Mystery of Sah’ation throughout assumes 
that heaven is a kind of pnze - as if spir- 
itual rewards were like material goods, 
though the report itself makes clear that 
this can't be true. 

The problem is that wc are so saturat- 
ed tty consumerism that we cannot help 
thinking of heaven as some sort of up- 
market package holiday, endless of course 
and free - the ultimate special offer. We 
crudely imagine that heaven is a place 
where we might be happy. 

Fortunately (or unfortunately) heaven 
is not a bit of what anyone and everyone 
might fancy: Club Med for Lhe raunchy 
youngsters, an everlasting debate on the 
structures of ecclesiastical management for 
the Synod’s standing committee, or even 
a timeless Test match for me. Heaven is 
traditionally and dearly defined as the 
nearer presence of God. Now that 1 have 
reminded you of that fact arc you sure 
you really want lo go there - dead or alive? 

Consumerism has seen lo it that we 
think heaven is something which is fonts. 
The reality is that it is we who are for heav- 
en. Hie only question is whether we are 
ready for iL The purpose of our life is not 
to try our best at virtue and self-denial in 
order that wc might receive our reward 
in heaven as permission at long Inst to let 
rip and really indulge ourselves. Our 
purpose is so lo order our desires and pas- 


faithgreason 


This week the Church of 
England Doctrine Commission 
issued a report outlining church 
policy on salvation. Peter 
Mullen berates the media for 
their consumerist response. 


sions in this world that the holiness of the 
world will not be a nasty shock. 

There is economic convenience in this 
scheme, for it means that God does not 
have lo provide two sorts of eternal habi- 
tation. One will do. The heaven of the de- 
vout will be hell for the disobedient and 
careless. And it is in this sense only that 
God cannot compel everyone to be saved: 
for God cannot force us to desire Him. 

Spirituai truth is the veiy opposite of 
consumerism. That is to say, all talk 
about salvation and damnation must be 
seen in the context of Christ's words: “He 
who seeks to save his life will lose iL" The 
divine economy does not work like the 
superstore. In the heavenly life giving re- 
ally is receiving. Wc arc so" used to think- 
ing of rewards and punishmenLs as objects 
that we are blind to the radical subjectivity 
of salvation. In order to receive heaven 


as salvation and not as d amnat ion we must 
make ourselves ready to receive It 

We are not spiritual consumers, free to 
make up our own minds about which pre- 
cise form of eternal bliss we wo old like to 
sample. We are made in a certain image 
and form whose purpose is preordained: 
it is to find our true selves m the person 
of God. Aristotle knew this and he called 
it our telos, and it means our raison 
d'^re. Or, as St Augustine says in his beau- 
^ Pra>w "O Lord, Thou has made us 
for Thyself and our souls are restless till 
they rest in Thee." 

Who then can be saved? How can I rel 
ceive salvation when my desire for God 


**”* choired by lust for 
e for Him is 


_ ——J O l 

worldly things, when my love ,«» rum is 
intermittent and lukewarm? The tradi- 
tional answer is that these things lake time 
and they come only with pain and strag- 
gle. And beyond the heaven-hell di- 
chotomy the Church teaches the doctrine 
of purgatory -which is not so much a place 
as a process of gradually coming to the true 
recognition of the things which can real- 
ly nourish us. Some of us may have to 
spend a lot of time in purgatory. In fact 
of course purgaiory begins here on earth 
J ve shuffle off this mortal coil 

jj£4® re ; ^ passions, a place for 
the ordering of unruly wills and affections 

gff, Z'iJSZa / S ’u WC through 

m the end. And cheer up! RememberSt 

jnromas Aquinas said, “ Yes, hell exists - 
but there is almost certainly no one in it." 


I i 


I . ’. 




i 













SATURDAY 13 JANUARY 1996 



& j i jfH t- . 

**WThe fnciepe 






# 


, . 

-JSAsp?**- 


A* 







% 


V 


111 

k; 

l<L/ . 


;;iv: 


Whitney Houston 
has a lot to 
smile about: 
Nicole David is 
her agent 

^ A week in the life 
jjjj of a Hollywood 
ill dealmaker. page 7 
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INSIDE STORIES 

rt ‘There’s something enjoyable about 
writing violent stuff, says Nick 
Cave, ‘about sitting down and 
making a character so naive and 
virtuous, then wiping her out. What 
1 found exciting was creating songs 
where I could go into some detail 
about the savagery of the act’ 


PICTURE STORY .1 

INTERVIEW 3 

SHOPPING 4-6 


5 ‘Men want to compliment the 
woman, so they buy a smaller size 
bra which only makes her feel 
worse,’ says Mrs Box of 
Knickerbox. ‘We get a lot of red 
satin coming back. The guys might 
like it but the girls bring it back 
and exchange it for white cotton’ 


APTS 

...7-8 

GARDENING 

books 

9-11 

TRAVEL 

COUNTRY.. 

12 

MOTORING. 


PROPERTY 21 

MOHEY 22-25 

GOING OUT 26 


Perhaps it’s because Christmas 
is the only time when busy 
families can sit down and make 
decisions, but January is no 
longer the ugly sister of the 
property year. Sales are up, and 
it’s not just down to the seasonal 
batch of sales by divorcees 


Photograph; Rsx Features 


TV & RADIO 

TODAY 28 

SUNDAY.. 27 


'AhmBennett wishes you a rewarding New Year with the L o ndon Rev iew of Books 

A.VW" *' .... : . mnnnpr wruiQ T«ndmi WC1A 2BR, EiuiUnd. No stamp needed if poued w 


_ * ‘David Frost’s rise as a political commentator is in 

LofluOfl R6V1CW proportion to the decline of respect for 

l*7^__0F BOOKS__- noiitic&ns. Major, Blair and Ashdown meekly trot 
HF.^ L [long to be Hghtlv grilled by Frost, and indeed use 

** ' " ri, e arcasion for statements of pohey and matters of 

r , rifflli national importance. It’s as if Jesnswere to 

undertake the feeding of the Five Thousand as a 
contribution to Chattenge Aaneia' 

' ■ - Afan Bennett, in the cuntnr issue of the Union 

T X 7** intelligence, political analysis, literary 
VY criticism, mirth. These and more are available 
BV” for your intellectual pleasure this year and for years 
to come in the London Review of Books— said by 


Alan Bennett to be ‘the liveliest, the most serious 
and also the most radical literary’ magazine we have . 

For people who love the written word the LRB is 
required reading. Make a resolution this year to 
reward vourseif with a subscription, and we will send 
vou your first six issues absolutely free, as well as a 
15% saving on the cost of a year’s issues. Until 31^ 
January 1996, we will also send you as a new year’s 
gift a copy of the 1996 LRB calendar (suggested 
retail price £9.99) featuring cover illustrations by 
LRB designer Peter Campbell. Simply complete the 
coupon to enter a trial subscription. 

London Review of Books, 

28 little Russell Street, London WC1A 2HN, England 


fuU idiind. Tke m issnes «ifl be mine m keep no n«- 

Mr/Mrs/Ms/M« - 


Address ...... 


Postcode v™ Si S natUrc " 

RATES: 1 vear (24 + 6 issues) 155> off. UKs^S.SS jure £7.75 iiEompe: iSS.50 isawiV.SOr, Middle East, . 
Latin America: £60.35 1 save £1 0.65 ); Australasia. Far East: £64. os i save 4 11 -hi , 

Tick one 1 enclose a cheque for £ nude payable fleasc charge my 

Express /Dinas Cliib/Vi» card or call: Tel: <0!7H 404 33.v8. rax: i01. 1 1 40* »*fl. 

■ ; . I i ! please send me nr. free LRB 19% calendar 


Tick one 1 enclose achci 
Express /Dinas Club/Vjsa 


50 r, Middle East, Africa. India, 
Please charge my Access/ American 


ARTS 

PrCOUHQL 

OFENOAND 


FREE CALENDAR 


. . SIX FREE ISSUES • PLUS 15% SAVING ON SINGLE COfl RATE 


if ' van would prefer nor in icreni ibev. fcw Txk the pu 1 














THIS WEEKEND WHY NOT 


TAKE PART IN 
A Gamelan 


In school music lessons, the percussion section- 
used to be distinctly ungjamorous: Who wanted 
to'be caught dead bonging a chime bar or jingling 
away on-the triangle? Being left in charge of a 
kettle dram or a massive pair of cymbals did have 
a certain allure though. Nothing, however, in 
comparison with the wonders of a gamelan 
ensemble. The South Bank Centre is running two 
two-hour "taster" workshops on their own 
genuine Javanese gamelan collection, a range of 
Instruments that renders Western instruments 
anodyne. You need no musical experience and 
anyone from the age of seven upwards is invited 
tomato music: And you thought J Arthur Rank 
was the last word in gangs. 

11.30am, 3pm South Bank Centre, London 
•• SE1 (0171-960 4242) Adults £5 Children 
£2:50 Family tickets (2 adults and up to 3 
children) £10. 


Derek Pearce 


PIT 



Plight days to curtain up on Covent 
I Garden’s new staging of Michael 

Tippett’s The Midsummer Marriage 
| and die press is buzzing with 

Lwumouis of the backstage dramas 
revealed in a BBC fly-on-the-wall docu- 
mentary due to go out on the opera’s 
opening ni gh t. No signs of panic, though, 
as Monday's rehearsals get under way. 
The stage is littered with cool-boxes and 
picnic-baskets: Act 3 is party time. From 
the back of the auditorium, Graham Vick 
(director), Wolfgang Gobbel (lighting) 
and Paul Brown (design) watch proceed- 
ings. Their desk, with its bank of com- 
puter screens, mikes and sundry electri- 
cals, is Mission Control. 

In tfae pit. Sir Bernard Haitink, music 
director, runs through one of the opera’s 
“Ritual Dances”, the dancers audibly 
panting at their exertions. Directly behind 
Haitink in the stalls, David Synis, who 
will conduct one performance, checks 
Haitink’s riming using a pencil for a 
baton. He mutters to Haitink, who cocks 
an ear without missing a beat Out in the 
auditorium, people whisper and scuffle: 
just like any night at the opera. Soloists 
and chorus join proceedings. Eventually 
Haitink calls, “l think well leave it there.” 
The pit empties in no time. An oboist 
stays behind to practise her runs, Vick 
shouts to his design team, ‘‘Wolfgang! 
WeVe got five minutes,” as if this is a 
heavenly gift Everyone else is off to the 
canteen. There, Bead de Coteau is used 
to clearing up after singers. She’s worked 
here for eight years but when I ask if she 
ever attends a performance, she says 
“No” as if it’s a particularly stupid ques- 
tion. Do the singers ever act like, well 
prima donnas? “They're always well 
behaved... with me,” she replies, suggest- 
ing that misbehaviour would be more 
than their careers were worth. 

Meanwhile, Vick has called his singers 
into an upstairs room to talk through 
their parts. The photographer and I are 
asked to leave. Back downstairs, Haitink 
takes the chorus through a number and 
politely suggests, “1 think it’ll help if we 
go over this once more." As the music 
plays, there is rustling from Mission 
Control. Haitink, the merest hint of 
asperity in his tone, calls, “Stop talking, 
please. Shut up!" At the next break, Vick 
throws his aim around the conductor’s 
shoulder “Bernard. I’m sorry." That’s as 
close as it gets to friction. In the pit, a 
lone violinist makes amendments to his 
score while Stephen O’Mara, the tenor 
lead, asks Haitink's advice about a diffi- 
cult phrase he has to sing. Haitink talks 
him through iL 

In the final session, problems occur 
with moving parts that don’t move, while 
the bass, John Tomlinson, struggles with a 
huge length of Mine that gets tangled. 
Scurrying, as if to evade notice, Vick pot- 
ters about the stage, showing exactly the 
movement he’s after. He mimes the jerky 
spasms he wants from one singer, while 
all around the chorus sings, “Is it a vision? 
Is it a dream?" 

Finally, Haitink's brisk “Thank you!” 
dismisses the orchestra. Vick is still advis- 
ing the chorus: “If any of you has a picnic 
basket that can be stood on, stand on it” 
At the edge of the stage, a dancer mas- 
sages a colleague's neck. Flat on her back, 
another goes through complex stretching 
exercises. Choreographer Ron Howell 
thanks his charges. Vick calls to his 
designer: “Paul do you want to see John's 
wig tomOTTOw?” The answer is curt: 

“No." Rehearsal is over. Seven days to go. 

The Midsummer Marriage' at the 
Royal Opera House, London WC2, 16, 
19, 27 Jan, 8, 12 and 14 Feb. Booking: 
0171-304 4000 
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Tate it from the top: picture below, 

Ron Howell (left) and Sir Bernard • 
Haitink, music director of the :,*-XsL 

Royal Opera; second left, V /> 'fj 
Christopher Ventrils and . . 

Lilliane Watson '-*32 
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In a compteidy original niche between furniture 
design and sculpture you'll find the. remarkable 
Derek-Bearce. A master craftsman and designer, 
he has also worked as a composer and an 
actor, which accounts for the dramatic element 
to his elegant, witty pieces, particularly the 
Water Tables. The Hippo Table sees the carved 
wooden creature peeping over fee water, in the 
form of the glass table top. Ofeers include a 
round pond table supported by three cold-cast 
bronze diving ducks, or fee sublime table held 
aloft by two bronze synchronised swimmers. 

His recent homage to Charles Rennfe • 
Mackintosh incorporated an-immaculately . 
carved mackintosh lying on a wooden table. It 

was commissioned by Glasgow airport, fee . - 

perfect place to let his imagination take night 
The Hippo Table is ^, 500 . Othere stort at 
£2,500. Derek ftarce is on 0181-741 0819. 





reading poetry 


As-«vents in theirown rights/ litwaiy-^^g 
about as attention-grabbing as a pafcpf 
nung putto dry on a. washing line. EiitThtf&t'' 
toevsoawn ratafarl annh. ‘ ■»- 


obsequiously thanked. Take 
rjf 6 * ' or example, which "aims to 

!!^ t Jl c ? ntempora ' r y 

if it does so, it will be rrioretiije'fo.'tffe^rrii 
oppwtonrty to see and hear 
ppete m one place tomorrow 
of the final selection. Now's 
catch up on the “new fad" 

Armitage, above, and Glyn-MaxMlSyi^S' 
^ ^rknown;dive^ls6«ri^S- 
of Kafeenne Pinpoint; 
others. Fear not none is 
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interview 



i here was a time, back in the Eighties, 
when Nick Cave was the biggttt roarrag- 
boy reprobate in rock music. Tales were 
rife of bad behaviour pursued almost as 
an act of faith: of the time he physically 
attacked a journalist who probed lus 
heroin addiction a Utile too tenaciously; or the 
time he and his band The Bad Seeds wrecked 
a German film-festival gala; or, most famously 
the time he puUed a syringe from lus arm and 
started writing a letter in his own blood - on 
board a London tube train. 

Since then. Cave’s grown a little more 
mature. He's published an acclaimed novel. 
And the Ass Saw the Angel ; acted m several 
films, including bis friend Wim Wenders s 
Wines of Desire; been through rehab for the 
heroin addiction; and finally has his drinking 
under control. Perhaps not uncoincidentalfy. h is 
albums have become more successful, both ^crit- 
ically and commercially - they now routinely 
sell more than a quarter of a million copies, 
unusual for a fringe artist - and in the past cou- 
ple of years, he’s got married, become a father, 
and separated, as if packing an enure adult life 
into a matter of months. . 

Now, he’s contemplating murder. Bloody, 
violent, senseless murder, and plenty of it 
Cave’s forthcoming album Murder Ballads 
(released 5 February) features nine gory exam- 
ples of the genre capped with a version of Bob 
Dylan’s “Death is Not the End” which turns 
that epistle of hope into a bleak promise of fur- 
ther tribulation. If, as seems likely, the album 
continues the current upward trajectory of his 
career, there will be a fine irony in this most 
self-destructive of artists deriving his greatest 
success from death, when for many years, he 
had seemed to be on a more personal collision- 

course with iL . 

In a hotel suite near his Nottmg Hill flat. 
Cave chain-smokes and drinks tea while mus- 
ing on his latest project and his past reputation. 
“People expect certain things from me, he says, 
“and I guess they’re disappointed when they 
don’t get them." Always obsessive about lan- 
guage, his comments come via a stutter of 
aborted sentences, as he seeks the most accu- 
rate way of phrasing. With his generous lips and 
upturned nose, be has something of the aspect 
of a pugnacious romantic, though with a car- 
toon side that offsets his seriousness (Billy 
Bragg once cogently compared him to the Cat 
in the Hat, from the Dr Seuss childrens 
books). He seems more focused than the last 
time I spoke to him, a few years ago. Then, he 
had knocked the heroin and the speed on the 
head, and was tackling the alcohol problem on 
a daily basis, “just tiying to drink one day at a 
time - but I don’t feel Ilk' 


nm e — out i uuu v wvi unie I’ve gone through 
something and risen into this blazing white light, 
or whatever". Now, a mutual friend reports, 
he’s completely off the booze, too: “It s quite 
annoying - now you have to lay on the Ribena 
for when Nick comes round." 

The son of a librarian and a teacher. Cave 
was bom in Warracknabeal, a small countiy 
town 180 miles north of Melbourne, in Sep- 
tember 1957. Through b is teens, he developed 
the exhibitionist manner that would later serve 
him well in his Iggy Pop-style stage perfor- 
mances, getting a reputation for taking his 
clothes off at parties, and developing an inter- 
est in the various rock 'n' roll libations. An 
equally significant spur to future endeavours, 
however, was provided by his father, who read 
Nabokov’s Lolita to him when he was 15. 

Inspired by the punk revolution. Cave’s first 
group. The Boys Next Door, pursued a typically 
rowdy path through the Eastern Australian 
states, getting banned from many venues for 
their behaviour and their uncompromising 
music, which was completely at odds with the 
general run of Aussie R&B pub-rock. On one 
occasion, he and bassist Tracy Pew were 
arrested when, en route to a show in Canberra, 
they urinated out of the back of the band van 
while it was moving; the car behind, unfortu- 
nately for them, contained a local policeman’s 
wife, who was convinced they had been mas- 
turbating for several miles. 

It was around this time that Cave first 
experimented with heroin, developing the 
habit which would, over the next decade and a 
half, lead him into some of the world’s less salu- 
brious districts, reaching a nadir of sorts in 1986, 
when he was busted in New York for posses- 
sion of heroin and syringes. A week later in Los 
Angeles, attempting to score in the wrong part 
of town, he was robbed at gunpoint. Eventu- 
ally, after pleading guilty to another bust in 
1988, he would enter a detox programme at a 
Weston-Super-Mare clinic. 

In February 1980, the group - now renamed 
The Birthday Party - relocated to London, the 
first of a succession of moves which has seen 
the restless singer set up home in places as far 
afield as Berlin and Sao Paulo. “He likes to 
put himself in outsider situations," explains 
Cave’s friend, the photographer Bleddyn 
Butcher. As the band hurtled full-speed 
towards its eventual dissolution in 1983, Cave 
began work on a manuscript which would 
eventually be published in 1989 asAnd the Ass 
Sow the Angel. An ambitious work whose 
florid, anachronistic prose style attempts to 
capture the inner voice of a mute psychotic in 
the early decades of this century, the novel 
represents the apotheosis of several themes 
which had become constants in his work with 
The Birthday Party and, later, on a senes of 
albums with The Bad Seeds: sex, death, vio- 
lence, religion and the American South. 

“I was quite possessed when I wrote jhat 
book, ft just poured out, unstoppable," he 
recalls. It purged a lot of things that had been 
plaguing me for a long time. 

The novel went on to sell an astonishing 
15,000 hardback copies in the UK, and a fur- 
ther 35,000 copies when Penguin put out the 
paperback - extraordinary for a firet novel - and 
was widely acclaimed as a prodigious feat of 
imagination. But, apotheosis or not it clearly 
didn’t drain Cave of his interest in violent death, 
judging by Murder Ballads. It's a strange, 
album, suspended somewhere between despair 
and black comedy, with few punches pulled. 
Innocents are slaughtered without remorse, 
madmen (and madwomen) stalk the songs, and 
corpses litter the proceedings. 

cs 


One song alone, the 15-mmute-fong OMal- 
, the kind of bodyeount thai 
woiddraise even Quentin Taraimro s eyebrows, 
but without bothering with anything as trou- 
blesome as motivation. BasicaUy, it s a simple 
SStf man enters bar. man shoots everyone 

Sbar done in a kind of narrative si ow-mot. on 
Sat^^mething like the aural equivalent of 
P^rkinoah’s cinematic shoot-ups. 

•^wrote that in all sorts of different states 
of mind/’ Cave explains. “I remember sitting 
bv Se pool on tour, with a banana i daiquiri in 
my handwriting several verses and thinlong I 
wanted to somehow get ‘banana daiquinm the 
song, that one of the characters should bednnk- 
inp that- 1 think it goes, ‘So then I approached 
Robert Thackeray, and shot him right through 

SEfaSfl- Xqifir. or something like that 

-It’s one of those ongoing shaggy-dog-story 
type songs that if you’ve got a spare moment 
5StT can always write a verse for. Which ends 
up making interesting songs - you can t really 
remember what you’ve written before so your 
sympathies towards the central character 
change a lot. Within that particular song, 
which is for me the main song on the record, 
there's a good indication of my mixed feeling? 
towards that type of killer: on the one hand. 

society that creates a situation where somebody 
has togo out and do something horrendous bke 
this in order to get a little meaning into their 
life, but at the same rime being unsympathetic 
towards that character because he s killed a lot 

of innocent people." . . 

This is as close as Cave gets to sittin^ .in 
judgement on his characters - though wen that 
is a more persuasive demonstration of sympa- 
thy than is extended to the victims. There s a 
powerful sense of alienation about the album, 
as if Cave wanted to indulge certain morbid, 
violent fantasies and at the same time dram 
them of their glamour, defusing the myth of the 

superman-psychopath as fosteredso assidj 1 ' 
ously by Hollywood. In these Murder Ballads. 
we're constantly forced to confront what Han- 
nah Arendt once famously called “the banal- 
ity of evil”. , 

“Exactly,” Cave agrees . “Veiy often murder 
seems to be simply a case of lack of imagina- 
tion, more than anything else. Derek Raymond, 
the crime writer, was getting to a very inter- 
esting point with his books before his death: his 
take was that the criminal was a bore, and espe- 
cially the murderer. 

“Even though the songs have the idea of mur- 
der linking them together.” Cave continues, 
“some of them are just flat-out comic songs, 
nothing more than that ‘The Kindness of 
Strangers', for instance, is simply an exercise 
in cruelty, sitting down and writing a charac- 
ter and making her so naive and virtuous, then 
wiping her out. I can’t define this, but there is 
a certain satisfaction in doing that. You can see 
it done on a grand scale in the Marquis de Sade: 
Justine is about that, and Nabokov’s Lolita, too. 
to a certain extent — the killing of the mother 
especially. Just silting down imd inventing a 
character that would be a delight to kill, and 
killing her." 

Other songs are less easily assimilated into 
the realms of cruelty or comedy. The single. 
“Where the Wild Roses Grow", on which Cave 
duets with his fellow Australian Kylie Minogue 
in a tale of romantic obsession slipping into 
homicide, is, despile the apparent incongruity 
of the partnership, a genuinely beguiling piece 
of work which brought the singer a delicious 
cold collation of revenge when it reached num- 
ber one in Australia - quite a change from when 
he first left his homeland, when his fans num- 
bered at most between two to three hundred 
die-hard punks. Not surprisingly, he’s quietly 
delighted with its success. 

“You only have to listen to the song to realise 
that it was a marriage made in heaven, really, 
he says of the dueL “To me. it was a perfect cou- 
pline of voices and characters. I’m immensely 
proud of that little episode in ray creative life. 
It’s something I’ve wanted to do for years, sing 
a song with Kylie Minogue." One of the LP s 
more haunting moments, it’s the kind of song 
which would not have been out of place on the 
recent album of death songs from the man Cave 
acknowledges as “the master of the murder bal- 
lad". Johnny Cash. 

Though he’s grown bored with the genre. 
Cave was until recently a keen enthusiast of 
crime fiction, particularly the visceral novels of 
James Ellrov. The respect is apparently mutual: 
Ellroy, who dislikes most rock music on prin- 
ciple, gave Cave a signed copy of White Jazz 
bearing the inscription “Nick, feel those evil 
rock ’n’ roll chords of doom. That song in until 
die End of the World really kicked my ass! . 

“For me, [here is something enjoyableaboui 
writing violent stuff," Cave admits. “There s 
certain types of language that can be exciting 
to use, particularly in the song format, where 
descriptive violence really hasn't existed, apart 
from gangsta-rap. but even in those they gen- 
eralise the act quite a lot, simply because song; 
are short things and you can't go into too much 
detail. What I found exciting about writing the 
Murder BaUads thing was creating songs where 
I could go into some detail about the savagery 

of the act." . 

Cave subscribes to the Maruchean notion o! 
fundamental good and evil operating within us 
all, but he abjures organised religion: indeed, 
the Murder Ballads album is unique within his 
canon of nine albums in featuring no preacher- 
men. When 1 point this out, he is cheerfully 
aghast: “Good God! I should have murdered 
one of them, at least!” It’s in this spirit, rather 
than with any moralistic or apocalyptic inten- 
tion, that the album is intended to be takem 
“This record is chiefly a comic record, it's 
desisned to be funny," Cave concludes. "It 
didn't start off that wav, but as soon as we 
started to make it. it became clear that the 
whole idea was quite ludicrous, to be making 
an entire record like this. Maybe going out and 
finding a dozen traditional murder ballads 
might be fair enough, but to actually sit down 
and have to write all this stuff... it became a 
bit of a joke." 

But a sick joke, mercifully. Anything less 
would be quite out of character. 
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Margaret Howell, 

£130 John Smed- 
ley T-shirt, £50. 

The jumper is 
open weave navy 
linen, and has side 
vents. Layered 
over a Sea Island 
cotton “Second 
Skin” T-shirt. it 
looks effortlessly 
chic. This is perfect 
for the man who 
likes to feel casual 

- but also likes to spend money to achieve 
the look. Margaret Howell, 24 Brook Street, 
London Wl. Enquiries 0171-627 5587. John 
Smedley, enquiries 0171-734 1519. 

BHS, £20 Undeni- 
ably the best bar- 
gain of the loL At 
only £20, this is an 
easy buy which 
will see you 
through sloppy- 
joe weekends, and 
will be a favourite 
with your girl- 
friend, who will 
probably try to 
pinch it at every 

opportunity. It is 87 per cent cotton, so is 
lovely against the skin. Available from 
BHS stores nationwide. Enquiries: 0171- 
262 3288. 

Replay, £95 The 
jumper suitable 
for a lads night 
out It's big, 
comfy, cuddly, 
and it's 50 per 
cent cotton, 50 
per cent acrylic. 

For the label-con- 
scious man, who 
likes to wear his 
label on the out- 
side without being 

too obvious. Replay, 52 Long Acre. Lon- 
don WC2. Enquiries: 0171-267 5632. 

Woodhouse, £79.95 
with French Con- 
nection cardigan. 

£60. The jumper 
(which should be 
tucked in to your 
trews) is from the 
Jarvis Cocker 
school of fashion 
and has that 
“grown out of it” 
appeal It is also a 
classic which should 
see you through winter and spring. The 
cardigan is similarly Joe Cockerish - short 
on waistband, long in the arms. Cardigan 
available from French Connection stores 
nationwide: enquiries 0i7i-5SO 2507. 
Woodhouse, enquiries: 0171-629 1254. 

Assets, £85 This 
company is consis- 
tently on the pulse 
with its laid back and 
tactile collections for 
men and women. 

This jumper, which 
is 57 per cent cotton, 

30 per cent nylon 
and 13 per cent 
linen, is extremely 
comfortable, fluid, 

and easy to wear with casual and pseudo- 
smart clothes. Available from Assets, 29 
Floral Street, London WC2. Enquiries 
0171-625 8423. 

Armand Bast, 

£70 (John 
Smedley 
jumper around 
neck £65.) The 
Basi jumper 
was a bit itchy, 
but otherwise 
comfy and 
practical. In 
mild weather it 
could take the 
place of a 
jacket. The 
Smedley is made from super-fine wool and 
seen here serves well as a glorified scarf. 
Armand Basi, enquiries: 0171-379 3843. 
John Smedlev as before. 





The $1300 

question 

Would you fly 5,000 miles for a 
customised shopping experience? 



I phone my friend Janet in Cali- 
fornia. “Tm coming to do some 
shopping. r “You’re coming five 
thousand miles to go shopping?” 
she asks, incredulous. “Why not 
I have Frequent Flyer miles to 
bum and a partner who’s spent so 
much tune Flying the Friendly Skies 
he's positively keen to spend a week 
minding the children.” 

“How about the Many's cus- 
tomised shopping service, then?” 
says Janet, and sends me the details. 

The service is called “Mary’s By 
Appointment” and is managed by 
Joanna Chang. You call her to let her 
know which days and approximate 
times you’ll be at Mary’s and give her 
your size, type of merchandise you 
need, designer favourites and any 
restrictions you may have. The ser- 
vice provides everything from clothes 
and hats to household goods. 

“Do you have any sense of what 
size you might be in US terms?” 
Joanna asks when I phone. 

“Enn, a 12, maybe a 10,” I reply. 
US sizes go down to six. “And five 
foot two ” I add. 

“So, petites,” she says. “And cor- 
porate, right?” 

“Yes, smart clothes. The real 
emergency is work clothes.” I've 
been wearing the same red jacket for 
three years, and my skirts date back 
to the mid-Eighties. Joanna is reas- 
suring. 

Five thousand miles later. I’m at 
the Stanford Shopping Center. A 
select mall in Palo Alto, not far from 
San Francisco, and walking dis- 
tance from one of the most expen- 
sive private universities in the US, 
it doesn’t suffer from modesty: 
Macys, Nieraan Marcus, Saks Fifth 
Avenue, Emporium and Nordstrom 
are all here. Along the flowery 
boulevards with their cool fountains 
(“Recycled/Reclaimed Water as part 
of Stanford Shopping Center’s 
water conservation”), there are 
other select establishments: Imagi- 
narium (“A Toy Store Kids Can 
Handle”); A Pea in the Pod 
(“Maternity Redefined”); Learn- 
ingsmith (“A General Store for the 
Curious Mind”). 

I meet Joanna in her Macys office, 
with its suite of private dressing 
rooms. She's prepared a splendid 
selection of clothes for me to tiy on. 
Incredibly, they fiL The waists are 
right, the hems are correct, the 
shoulders work without being tight 
across the bust. As they say in Cali- 
fornia, no journey is too long to find 
out who you are. I’ve discovered ray 
true nature: US size 12, petite. 

The clothes are stunning, designed 
for women who expect to be seen. 
Styles are imaginative, fabrics com- 
fortable and interesting. Fortified 


Before you go 
customised shopping 
in the States... 

Do 

Know the exchange rate. Carry a 
calculator, pre-programmed with the 
rate if necessary. 

Allow enough time. Spend a few 
hours looking round the store before 
your appointment Then reckon on at 
least hatf a day for your consultation. 

Bay by credit card rather than 
travellers' cheques. If anything goes 
wrong with the purchase the credit 
card company is your ally - and the 
exchange rate will probably be a 
little more favourable. 

Don’t 

Overlook the effects of jet lag. Allow 
for rest after arrival. The serious 
shopper has sharp wits and an alert 
mind. 

Forget to leave time for a recovery 
period - and perhaps a bit of 
sightseeing. 

Think you’ll just walk away. Consider 
your transport arrangements and 
how you'll carry everything. 

with a jug of coffee and dainty bis- 
cuits, we work hard. Joanna, medi- 
ating between dressing room and 
sales floor, is indispensable. She lis- 
tens , advises and fine-tunes. Her 
instincts and knowledge of stock are 
sound. 

She finds me things I'd never think 
to look for. I try on an a tweedy jacket 
to discover that the fit’s immaculate, 
the style precisely Nineties and clev- 
erly understated and that the tweed, 
being a wool/silk mix, moulds itself 
winningly to my awkward 36E bust 
An off-the-peg Jones of New York, 
it costs $208 (£139). Joanna brings me 
a coordinating, tailored wool crepe 
skirt at $88 (£5S) and a matching silk 
shell $60 (£40). We find a Carole lit- 
tle dress in a perky short pleated style 
and interesting Italian fabric for 
$128 (£85) and a Carole Little knit 
suit in aquamarine, embellished with 
intricate sparkly black beading for 
$198 (£132). It’s elegant and coolly 
comfortable; a soft skirt with elasti- 
cated waist and a well-shaped long 
cardigan. 

Inevitably, my budget resolve 
begins to weaken. I can feel money 
melting. Joanna finds me a winter 
coat whose fit and style are heav- 
enly: a double-breasted Kristen 
Blake in wool camel. “As it hap- 
pens,” she says, “I think that one 


It is the flashy, things that sell best. 
Take jewellery: pretty little Georgian 
brooches are as undervalued 
as they were five years ago 
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THE 

DECORATIVE ANTIQUES 
& TEXTILES FAIR 

IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE 
BASIL STREET HOTEL 

Wednesday - Sunday, 
17th-21st January 
THE MARQUEE, 
KING'S COLLEGE, CHELSEA 

(Entrance: Fulham Road, 
opposite St Mark's Grove) 

Wednesday 12 noon-8pm, 
Thursday & Friday llam-8pm 
Saturday llam-7pm, 
Sunday llanv6pm 

Beautiful antiques for the 
decorator ana the home 

Telephone: 0171-624 5173 
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To advertise in 
this section 
please call the 

Entertainment 

Team 

on 0171 293 
2330/2028. 


FINE ANTIQUE 
DINING TABLES 

A good selection of 19th century mahogany 
extending dining 

tebjalwaysin Ml (JiM cfaiquH 

* Miekkampibad, 

Qfarki 

0148$ 638341/638361 

Only 6 mins from J13 M4 
We will endeavour to find the table you require 


Library and writing 
furniture also 
usually available 


7 R>IOr 7 lONMII?OCXmHORSCS 

R mat Leather & Bras* Accessories 
Genuine Horaetafe- Mane & TbH 

Hand-marie to order 

Ring: 01372 454722 
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BUREAU 

Fine reproduction 
mahogany 
£650 ono 
Telephone 
0171 401 2562 

ts (Eves or Wends) 


Victorian 


Wind-ont dining table. 
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comes at 30 per cent off.” It costs 
$180 (£120). 

Four hours later. I’ve made my 
selection. “I'll total this up for you” 
says Joanna, coming back with a 
pnee of S 1,700. It's a moment which 
requires a steady nerve. “Thar's too 
much,” I say. “What do you think I 
could leave?" Willingly, she helps me 
prune out non-essentials. Tm left 
with a bill of $1,300 (£867). which 
includes: a Gianni blouse for S90 
(£60): a Charter Club Classics green 
wool blazer-cut jacket, lined with 
brown satin so that you can wear it 
with the cuffs rolled back, reduced 
from $159 to $99.99 (£66); black 
leather Bouiiani shoes, S69 (£46): a 
Liz Claiborne fleur-de-lis waistcoat, 
a snip at $48 (£32). Shop till you 


drop? Not exactly. It' s been pleasant, 
efficient, and honest. 

Hie savvy shopper, though, 
doesn't stop there. I cruise the sales 
to flesh out the new look, stocking 
up in Emporium's “Career Sports- 
wear” department with cotton and 
silk shirts, Jordache stretch jeans 
and leggings; mart silk knit polo 
shirts in wonderful hues at $12 
(£8) a throw; half-price Liz Clai- 
borne summer wean T-shirts and 
sweaters at under $15 (£10) each in 
black, white and adventurous. For 
S200 (£133) I have all the separates 
and casual clothes I could want In 
the leather department I find a 
compact leather handbag for $22 
(£14), and a Michael Stevens soft 
brown leather satchel ideal for A4 


papers and complete with zips, 
compartments and pen-holders, for 

a mere $14 (£9) 

Then I drive down to leafy Univer- 
sity Avenue and recover in an elegant 
cafe with coffee and a cinnamon roll 
HM Customs and Excise takes a 
dim view of people bringing ^oods 
into the country from and avoiding 
paying duty on them. The allowance 
you get is £136; above that, it's 
charged at 13.8 per cent duty, and 
then VAT is added to the total at 17.5 
per cent (excluding children's clothes). 
At the prices I paid, it's still a win. . 

Joanna Chang, Manager, Matty’s 
By Appointment, 300 Stanford 
Center, California; (00 1 415 
323 3578). 


r\robably the world's finest 
rAnuseum collection of 
I magic lanterns and slides 
is at Christie's South Kens- 
ington, Thursday (1030am). 
Hie 159 lots were formerly 
exhibited in Llandrindod 
Wells, but some have been m 
public performances given by 
then owners, Doug and Anita 
Lear, throughout Europe and 
on their narrowboaL The 
magic lantern, a favourite in 
homes of aD social classes and 
church trails between 1860 
and 1910, became capable of 
surprisingly sophisticated 
effects: “dipping” slides could 
make the image of a man 
swallow a rat (a set of eight rat 
slides is estimated at £120- 
£180) and the “super three- 
lens” Steward lantern 
restored by the Lears from 
gas and limelight tc electric- 
ity (shown here) can dissolve 
between images and produce 
other special effects such as 
falling snow. Estimate: 
£15.000-£25JXW. 

What is it about the taste 
of bidders in the Nineties 
that reminds us of the Eight- 
ies? As markets gather 
momentum again it is the 
flashy, conspicuous things 
that sell best Take jewelleiy: 
pretty little Georgian 
broodies are as undervalued 
as they were five years ago. 
In Christie's fortnightly sale 
on Tuesday (2pm), the sort 
of flaunt-it gear that will 
walk out of the room is the 
big. Twenties sapphire and 
diamond brooch with bold. 
Art Deco geometric shape 
and “plenty of material" - 
that is. crammed with stones. 


Estimate: £1,000-£1300. 

But look carefully at big, 
modem rocks and you might 
find hidden subtlety. In the 
sale there is a huge amethyst 
dress ring of the late Eight- 
ies or early Nineties, its bulk 
emphasised by a narrow, 
restrained setting of dia- 
mond-studded silver. It is 
reverse-cut (cut under- 
neath) and has tiny ripples 
beaming iridiscence to the 
surface. Either sex could 
wear il Although such a ring 
would have retailed at the 
turn of the decade for about 
£2300, it is not the kind of 
thing that a rich trend-setter 
could wear indefinitely. This 
one is probably a casi-off. 
The estimate is £600-£800. 
Why pay high street dealer 
prices when you can pay 
the same prices they pay at 
auction? The proportion of 
private buyers at these 
down-market jewelleiy sales 
is 30 per cent and rising. 

The bold and the novel 
will also fetch the best prices 
at the fortnightly British and 
continental ceramics sale at 
Christie's South Kensington. 
Thursday (1030am). Esti- 
mated at £300-£4U0 - 
despite slight wear and 
restoration - are two novelty 
Napoleonic coffee cans and 
two saucers showing “old 
Boney" with what looks like 
tattoos on his Face. Closer 
inspection reveals his face to 
be a trompe I'oeil of nudes, 
his cocked hat an eagle and 
his uniform a map of Leipzig. 

The pizazz principle is 
also pushing up prices for 
bold 19th century wares. 



Steward magic lantern; 
estimated at £15,000-£25,Q00 

notably Minton and Maj- 
olica. But there is the begin- 
nings of a price revival in the 
more delicate English pot- 
tery of the late 18th and 
early 19tb century (Stafford- 
shire, Worcestershire. Swan- 
sea) which was once much 
loved but now as much in 
disfavour as Georgian silver. 

A bottle of bubbly to 


William Long of Loughton, 
Essex, for his wicked sug- 
gestion in our competition 
that an Evelyn Whugh book- 
{date should be stuck in a 
copy of the Waichtower 
omnibus to confuse literary 
historians. The 23 paper 
bookplates donated to a 
Sotheby's charity sale last 
month by .Waugh’s son, 
Auberon, fetched £310. 

We also liked the well- 
pondered Kst of 19 titles 
from Philip Jaggard of 
Oxford. He evidently shares 
Mr Long’s eagerness to rock 
assumptions about Waugh's 
Roman Catholicism. His list 
includes Elaine Page Is' “The 
Gnostic Gospels” He also' : 
listed E. Murphy’s “Gieat 
Bordellos of the .World” . 
next to Nancy Mitford”s 
“Noblesse Oblige”. Waugh ; 
is dearly an author who left ' 
much to the imagination. 

John Windsor 


ISSEY MIYAKE 



270 BROMPTON RD, SW3 

SOUTH KEXSINGTOK 

0171 581 3760 
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Queues at returns counters all through January have one 
main cause: the male's inability to learn from experience 

By Louise Levene 


H ave you got a receipt?" 
Of course you haven’t 
got a receipt, it was a 
present for heaven’s 
sake. You weren’t sup- 
posed to know that your 
relationship with your sister-in- 
law was priced at £4.99. It was a 
secret between her and her 
Access card. You know now, 
though, because after smiling 
and saying thank you you put it 
m your little pile of Things to Go 
Back. Why can’t they just give 
you a gift token and have done 
with it? But rather than admit 
that your tastes are completely 
unfathomable., your friends and 
relations will instead gift wrap 
any old rubbish then hand it to 
you muttering “It’s from Marks 
so you can always take it back if 
its too big/smali/imunsy”. Those 
few words are fated to take 
hours off your life as you wail for 
your refund at what is laughingly 
known as Customer Services. 

It’s nor their fault. The length 
of the queue is a reflection on 
neither their merchandise nor 
their staffing levels but on our 
abject failure to make simple 
choices between one product 
and the next. Some companies 
actively encourage customers to 
bring things back. The Books 
Etc chain ran an ad campaign 
based on its willingness to take 
back any book you didn’t enjoy. 
Either the British public is very 
easily pleased, or it is happily 
furnishing its rooms with half- 
read books, because it appears 
to have passed up this invitation 
to use them as a lending library; 
as a bemused spokesperson puts 
it “there was remarkably little 
take-up on the money back 
guarantee”. With one pre- 
dictable stir-fried exception. 
Delia. Delia Smith's latest has 
been flooding back into the 
shops. “One poor woman had 
been given four copies” explain 
Waierstones. 

Thar’s Christmas for you. But 
there is another breed of shop- 
per whose spells at the returns 
counter are not confined to the 
post-Christmas rush. Spot her 
every morning in the big stores 
bringing back bangles — and 
woe betide anyone who tries to 
stop her. This particular madam 
spends half her time humming 
and hahing over the stock and 
the other half effing and Hind- 



Many unhappy returns for Janet Reger: a flood of old ladies come m . 


ailing ‘He still thinks fm a 32B' 


Photograph: Kalpesh Lathigra 


ing over the counter when she 
returns her carefully selected 
purchase. For her. the returning 
habit means she can spend twice 
as long at the shops at no cost to 
herself. The returns racket 
reaches epic proportions with 
the wedding list market. 
Unscrupulous fiances have been 
known to pen an extensive list 
then exchange the whole silver- 
plated lot for hard cash. 

The whole business of return- 
ing perfectly sound merchan- 
dise on the grounds of unsuit- 
ability has its roots in a school of 
retailing that went out with the 
eighteen hour girdle. Until 
frighteningly recently smart Lon- 
don shops were still supplying 
goods “on approval”. Rather 
than trying on clothes in the 
shop like normal people, the rich 
would send a flunkey to collect 
boxes of the latest gear to try on 
at home — a sort of up-market 
version of mail order. The next 
trick would be to return the lot 
saying that none of it was “suit- 
able”. The late Lady Rother- 
mere was notorious for taking 


goods (usually capacious shawls) 
on approval then sending the 
chauffeur back with them. Bub- 
bles sometimes tried it on in 
every sense as she was often 
spotted wearing the “unsuitable” 
gaimenis in the society pages. 

This kind of behaviour is 
now commonplace. Everyone, it 
seems, shops in haste and returns 
at leisure. But never more so 
than after Christmas. January is 
the cruellest month for Lhe retail- 
ers. Not only do they have to 
mark down all their unsold 
goods and cope with the rush of 
sale shoppers, they also have a 
stream of dissatisfied customers 
coming in clutching a partially- 
wrapped object that some well- 
meaning person has used as a 
token present. The male 
human’s failure to learn from 
experience is demonstrated 
anew each January when hordes 
of plump and disappointed 
women trudge into Knickerbox 
with their tales of woe. 

“Men never really buy the 
right underwear for women" 
explains Mrs Box. Furthermore. 


remember that spatial awareness 
thing that males are supposed to 
be so much better at? If they’re 
so good at judging size by eye 
how do you explain the cup sizes 
they come up with? (This may 
also explain why they always 
seem to buy the wrong amount 
of emulsion). “They want (o 
compliment the woman so they 
buy a smaller size which then 
only makes her feel worse”. And 
what is it about men and red 
underwear? “We get a lot of red 
satin coming back. The guys 
might like it but the girls bring 
it back and exchange it for white 
cotton” 

The top half of the underwear 
market follows a similar pat- 
tern. Janet Reger’s male clien- 
tele increases to 95 per cent 
during December. “Every single 
year older guys buy underwear 
for their wives then a flood of old 
ladies come in after Christmas 
wailing “He still thinks I’m a 
32B”. So why doesn't she tell him 
her real size? Because then she 
wouldn’t have the fun of taking 
it back. 


WHO'S RETURNING WHAT AT M&S? 


Ram Poole, M, Educational Assistant 
I'm returning a jogging top, 
which was too short and I 
fell uncomfortable In it. 1 
bought the bottoms with it, 
but they were fine. I’ve also 
got this polyester top which 
is just too tight across the 
back, so 1 want a refund on 
it. 

Ros Morris, 32, Housewife 
l‘m bringing back one of their 
teddy bears; I’m sorry, but I 
think it’s ugly. It was a 
Christmas present, but I think 
it’s got a horrible face, and I'm 
not having it. I’ve got the 
receipt so I’ll have the money 
instead. 

Peter Cole, 42. Property Officer 
My wife bought me some 
chino trousers before Christ- 
mas, which have a mark on 
the leg, so I want to change 
them. 1 didn't notice it in the 
shop, but I’m sure it's not my 
fault. 


Angela Baldwin, 41 Bank Clerk 
l got this underwear set for 
Christmas, which I'm bringing 
back because I Just don’t like 
it; it's not really what 1 go for. I 
also bought myself a jumper 
which I want to change for the 
smaller size. 

Jaa Date, 46, Secretary 

I’m bringing back this dress, 
which I didn’t try on in the 
shop because there was too 
big a queue for the changing 
room. I didn't think it suited 
me when I tried it, so I'm 
asking for my money back. 

Eric HolUD, Pensioner 
My daughter bought me a pair 
of trousers for Christmas 
which I didn't really like. She 
said she wouldn't be offended 
if I wanted to change them for 
another pair and was happy to 
give me the receipt. 


Interviews by Scott Hughes 


shopping 


the thing about. . . 

Garden ornaments 



T he garden is in hiatus at this time 
of year and a patrol of your 
princely grounds is going to be 
eerily cold and weL This is the time 
when horticulturists tuck themselves 
up with pads and graph paper and 
the works of Dr D G Hessayon and 
plot the future. Maybe this is the 
year when you finally install that 
piece of figurative art you always 
promised yourself. 

But when is a gnome not a gnome ? 
How do you distinguish between 
those things that will invite the 
sneers of the neighbours and those 
which will send them into ecstasies? 
However much we try to pretend 
we’re immune to the opinion of the 
outside world, when it comes to our 
own homes everyone has a little hit 
inside them that wonders if people 
are describing them as “the sort of 
person who has a windmill”. 

So you could go for the safest 
bets: nofhing in plastic, nothing 
that doesn’t look like real stone. 
While classical nudes are absolutely 
fine, anything overtly sexy starts to 
tread on dangerous ground. Thus a 
6ft-taII reconstituted stone Fan 
(£720, the Chelsea Gardener) can 
happily overwhelm with priapic 
irony, while that small Durastone 
sylph, head back and breasts flung 
forward in abandon (“Sultry Awak- 
ening”, John Lewis group, £155) 
gives pause for thought, however 
well-executed. 

Meanwhile, there is a solution 
that combines the sure-fire hit of 
classicism with that little touch of 
something unusual. Aura (0171-376 
5532) does a lovely line in bits of 
famous statues. You can buy, for in- 
stance, the eyes and nose of 
Michelangelo’s Daxid - ingeniously 
adapted to hang from a wall - for 
upwards of £10. If Picasso had been 
doing gods, this is where he would 
have" started. They also sell a pleth- 
ora of statues with missing limbs, 
heads and features: the Venus de 
Milo effect taken to its logical ex- 
treme. Apollo, a little over two feet 
high sells at £45. Or if you like your 
heroes wholesome, a grumpy and 
bearded bust of Hercules sells at 
£250. He would make a perfect cen- 
trepiece for your water feature. 
Sadly, though, he doesn't come with 
a red cap and fishing rod. 

Serena Mackesy 


Tel: 0171 293 2222 
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a selection from our designers. 
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MORE DESIGNS 



THE BIGGEST 

TEWS K MENS UNDERWEAR 
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rates for our forthcoming 
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"Select Shopping" 

"Spring Fashion" 

"Select Interiors" 
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House and Home 


FACTORY SHOP 

SOFAS & SOFA BEDS 

From Factory to you! NO MIDDLEMAN! 

Styled and made to your own requirements. Deeper seats 
- Higher or lower backs -Soft or firm cushions. A choice 
of hundreds of Fabrics from Sandersons. Liberty. 
Monk* ell and others. Ail work carried out by crafts men 
and women. Not mass produced. We also undertake re- 
upholstering to the public and interior designer 



POETSTYLE LTD, Unit 1, Bayford St Industrial 
Centre, Mare St, (Nr Well St), Hackney, 
London E8 3SE- Telephone 081 533 09X5. 


FITTED HOME OFFICES 

Superbly designed, 
manufactured and fitted 
to your exact requirements. 
Affordable combinations 
of fine fitted furniture in 
a variety of modem and 
traditional styles and 
TEN out of TEN & co finishes. 

Tel: 0181 688 0030 Fax: 0181 680 5895 



Unusual Gifts 



1915 . Rady ferj 
Ssnettaf 
REMEMBER WHEN j 


03LS1-68S 6323 


FbrSale 


A BBtTHDffTE KwMjpJgnr. FnS- 
phone JP8D0) 908509. ! 


ACORN MOBILITY 

STAIM-IFTS NEW 
& RECONDITIONED 


» 5 ywr warranty now available 
> Thousands of satisfied customers 

• Buy direct from the 
manufacturer 

• National 24 hr 
breakdown rover 

• Open 7 days 



y. 


001274 722600 

Trw*f coqamo weknmc for oot new DC Stalrlift 


House and Home 


GATE- A - 

ir 


AUTOMATIC DOORl 

& GATE SYSTEM 



TEL 01483 747373 
FAX 01483 776688 


Gifts for Her 


SOFT COSY SILK 

SILK - The 
perfect Muni 
fibre for 
ilrcpacif, 
iherodwearA 

underwear, fior 
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larmem 
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[Musical Instruments 
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Hire with option to buy 
from only £20 per month 
SALES - RENTAL 
RESTORATION - REPAIRS 

Iffiifc selection of nor 4 second 
hand Upright * fared Ham 

W Fonett Bd. London KVS 1AD 

0X71 485 2042 


• • 


Fbr Sales 


For Sales 



You wilt took smart & 
feel warm, no matter 
bow bad the weather I 
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• Luxurious FOAM 
CUSHIONED Comfort 


SO CUSHIONY 

Soft & flexible 
. you can fold the 
man made uppers 
& sole IN HALF 
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bazaar 


Good thing 

Camilla Guinness hand printed and 
painted fabrics 

Sick of your neutral coloured 
soft furnishings, practical wash 
bag and dull duvet? Replace 
them with Camilla Guinness's 
latest textiles, which take 
creepy crawlies as their theme. 

The range includes silk 
make-up bags (£10 plus p&p). 
cushions from £45, duvet 
covers from £45, and pillow 
cases £10 - all resplendent 
with dragon flies, bees, 
butterflies, and beetles. 

Camilla Guinness, 126 Wcslboumc Grave, 
W1J 2RR (0171-221 7949 ) 



London 


Mad thing 

Pu re-tec sound pillow, 

£16.95 

You yearn to be 
lulled to sleep by 
music but your 
partner doesn’t 
What do you do? 

Invest in a sound 
pillow, of course. This pillow contains a pair of 
speakers, arranged so that only the person using the 
pillow can hear what is coming out of them. Plug in, 
lie back and drift off, for £16.95 including p&p. 
Purr-tec, Isberg House, Kingston Street, Hull HU1 2DB 
101482210444) 



Checkout 

Bureau, 10 Great Newport 
Street, London WC2H 7JA 
(0171-379 7898) 

Wbat is it? London's latest 
stationery shop and it’s 
stuffed to the gills with 
everything under the 
stationery umbrella. In 
short, the Conran Shop 
meets Ryman. It’s clean 
and bright with walls of 
colour on either side as 
you walk in: stationery in 
primary colours on the 
left, patterns on the right 

What should I buy there? 

The selection of stylish 
stationery from Swiss 
company Biella (from 
99p). For the new term 
you can buy Disney- 
character rucksacks 
(£9.99) and matching 
pencil cases (£199). For 
serious stationery, there's 


all manner of sober office 
paper. 

What else? Buy your 
stamps, write a card, 
wrap a present even - all 
at a table set out for 
customers. Helpful staff 
will even post your letters 
and, if not too busy, wrap 
your presents. 

Best buys: Bureau’s own- 
brand disposable 
fountain pens, 
highlighters, roller balls 
and felt-tips. Brightly 
coloured A4 two-drawer 
filing cabinets (£59.95). 
Apparently, the English 
don’t buy A4-size 
cabinets and certainly not 
in these colours. Bureau 
went ahead anyway and 
the cabinets have been 
walking out of the shop 
ever since. 


What price a pair of buoyant gloves? 


Thousands of American inventions lie unopened in 
warehouse crates. John Windsor lifts the lid on a few 





From top, left to right improved 
swimming gloves with cork (1879); 
lavatory paper printed with 
advertisements; CtviMVar chariot with 
defective metal shields; 138-year-old 
model workstation with built-in bellows; 
excercise machine (1873) 


D uring the 44 years before 1880 

American inventors were required 
to submit models with thetr patent 
applications. About a quarter of a 
million of them, each no mwe 
than 12 inches long- for nnproveo 
mousetraps, washing raachm^ We-pre- 
serving coffins - crammed the Patent 
Office in Washington, a testimony to the 
world’s most innovative nation but an 

embarrassment to the government- 

After Congress voted to get nd of them 
in 1907 a few thousand were bought by 
museums such as the Smithsooian fosti- 
tution. Tens of thousands were sold on tor 
a few cents each or accidentally destroyed 
by fire. To this day, tens of thousands more 
are in unopened crates in warehouses. 
Over 4,000 from a private collection, 
together with their documenta- 
tion, are to be auctioned by 
Christie’s East in New York on 
Tuesday 23 January in the first 
of a series of six sales. For an 
estimated $350-$450 you could 
become the owner of an 
improved pair of swimming 
gloves, made buoyant with cork 
(1879), or a pack of improved 
lavatory paper - with printed 
advertisements (S250-S350). 

There is a model of Thomas 
Edison’s carboniser for light 
bulb filaments (1881) at 
S50,000-$60,000. Or would you 
prefer a blast-producing chair at 
S7,500-$9,000? The swivel seat 
pumps bellows blowing cool air 
to the head. It is a 138-year-old 
precursor of modern office 
workstations. 

The 350 inventions in the sale 
were the first to see daylight 
when the sale’s two cataloguers, 
from Christie’s South Kensing- 
ton, were ushered into a storage 
hangar by the collection's owner. 
Cliff Petersen, a 72-year-old 
aerospace consultant of Phoenix, Arizona. 
Mr Fferersen had already donated 30,000 
models to the United States Patent Model 
Foundation. He said: “I’ve been a virtual 
prisoner of this collection for two decades, 
but it has given me the greatest fen Fve ever 
had. So many interesting stories!”. 

The choice of Christie's London is a 
measure of British expertise in catalogu- 
ing scientific models. Tom Rose is an 
expert on model locomotives, ships and 
road vehicles, Jeremy Collins on scientific 
instruments. Mr Rose said: “Unwrapping 
those models was a complete knockout". 

Here was America's machine age doc- 
umented in miniature. The models -some 
cobbled together on kitchen tables, oihers 
professionally made - are a poignant 
reminder of the pioneer spirit, of the days 
when everyone, from log cabin to White 
House, was an inventor. The wooden 
model for Abraham Lincoln's “improved 
manner of buoying vessels over shoals’* of 
1S49. with adjustable air dtambeis, is in the 
Smithsonian. But the sale offers Cara 
Bartelett’s improved sidesaddle with vari- 


able horns. ''"S^raiifornia, was 



So^highseoeld 
SUIpriS h d ' n dS^servant^were scarce. 
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den swines - vestiges of the rural senim*. 
dream of the orderly homestead. The 
tutors have God-fearing names such as, 

Aaron, Elias, Obadiah. 

The sale’s craziest invention, twin 
lie shields on wheels to protect rotary 
riflemen in the Civil War ^2 

($1,800*$2^200). The two men be wren the 
shafts would have been P^ked off m^ 
time. Likewise, the picture hook of 1880 
with a wheel for the wire -capable of send- 
ing pictures skidding all oyer thewalL - 

Inventions before their tune, besides the 
blast-producing chair, an exercise machine 
of 1873 ($lp 00 - 52 j) 00 ) and an ice house 
of 1877 - an early example of a shipping., 
container ($1,000-$ 1.200). _ . 

It was Mark TWain who epitomised the 
lone inventor of the I9rh century. “1 could 
make anything", he wrote: “If there wasn t 
any quick new-fangled way to make a thing 
I could invent one — and do it as easy as 
rolling off a log". In those days, new-fan- 
gledness was not frowned upon. The 
theme of the New York Crystal Palace eete- 
bition, held two years after the Great Exht- . 
bition in London of 1851, was not science 
and art but “Cunning Devices". No won-: 
der Americans became gadget addicts. 

Ironically, all American patent models 
are useless. In 1836, when the law re-intro- 
duced inspection for novelty, the models 
that patent officers had begged asa hedge 
against defective drawings became obso- 
lete - but compulsory. 

By 1908 2.700 crates containing 155,000 
unwanted models had been humped oat of 
the Patent Office - where some display 
cases had been jammed shut with them - 
and dumped in a livery stable. That was 
after 86,000 had gone op in flames in two 
fires at the Patent Office. By 1926, 15,000 
models bought by a dealer were being 
hawked from pushcarts on the streets of 
New York for 25c each, a photograph 
shows an Edison model among them. Fire 
claimed 15,000 more in 1943. They were 
part of a purchase of 110,000 by an auc- 
tioneer, O Rundle Gilbert, who traded in 
them. Mr Petersen bought Mr Gilbert’s 
remaining 800 crates in 1979. He will 
research them before they are auctioned. 

So who really wants American patent 
models? Not many, it might seem. But the 
market for Americana is booming and 
these have had Christie’s curatorial skills 
lavished upon them. The sale’s estimates 
total $300,000-$400,000. We shall see. 

Inquiries: Gary Piattoni, Christie's East 

(00 1-212 606 0525). 
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Independent Hearts 

The Independent Way to Meet New People 

By placing an advertisement in the Independent Hearts section of the Independent and the 
Independent on Sunday you win immediately be in contact with over 1.66 million readers.* 

The cost for your advertisement published in the first available editions of the Saturday 
“Weekend” and Sunday “Real Life” sections is just £5.00 pa- Cue including VAT. 
(Bos No is an additional £10.00. please cross here if you do not require a Box No □). 

Simply write your advertisement in the spaces below and fill in the coupon - Minimum 2 lines. 
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SIRIUS 


The Intelligent Person's Introduction Agency 
The Local service operating Nationwide 
for the hiteiBgent, articulate and wdl educated 
Join the Largest agency mffi personal Interviews and BS 5750 
24 hour i nfor m ation Freefone 0800 374451 brochure line 
Ask for your Free CD or Tape 

London North West Scotland North East 
0171 258 6133 0 1626 86092* 0131225 3606 0191363 2224 

Southwest West Midlands Yorkshire East VkSanda 
0117 942 9500 0121704 0200 01904611621 0115924 1113 
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STRUGGL ING M IDDLE CLASS 
COUPLE WITH CHILDREN? 

Are you a middle class eonpte 'aged hte w m 30 and 45 1 with 
children, struggling to meet the burgeoning financial 
requirements of you family? 

might have the threat of redundancy, boow repoesawian. 
bankruptcy or illness through stress hanging aver you or 
perhaps you hare already suffered such misfortune 
If you are prepared to go on the record about your Lifestyle, 
asplratiana, how much you cam. what yoo spend it on and 
druly life struggles, the Independent would like to interview 
you far a feature. Initial discussions all in confidence. 

Please call David Cohen on 0181-348 9228 (day) or 
0181-841 9823 ( ev e nin gs). 
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agency...” 

The Independent 

For free details in absolute 
confidence: Dept N, Dateline, 
23 Abingdon Rd, London W8 6AL 
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SIGNIFICANT OTHERS Mtredue- 
Son agency The buefllgent ehoicn 
tor gay men. tot 071-ss 4400. 

THE OWNER CLUB (Eat. ■»). The 
nuBom only countrywide dtotag 
club lor unanachod prafea- 
stanaiAuelneaa people aged 26+ . 
Tel: (01244) 350537. Butoneaa 
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INSTANT CONNECTIONS 

Vo 4-5 WOMEN 

LIVE ON LINE 

0891708057 


UK'S BEST singles magazine. Free 
deans * Btngeh Offer. Parson to 
Pereon (DewWJJ.RO. Box 4, Gor- 
ing, ROSSDN. 

CONNEXIONS IS THE Iriendahlp 
dun that puts amjyo cmbbwm m 
uweh wWi each Mhor. as don't 
Maf (tag 0181 B06 4467 today. 

INTRODUCTIONS /EXCITING 
EVENTS. Bedford B7t) 5SQ. Com- 
bridgo 328 2Q5, N. Hone 01767 
941 259. POtafhanugh 311 747. 


LONDON PROFESSIONALS JOIN 
S yne r gy. Uoidh's bee uhdl Into 
tlXM 01 ST 230 5307. 

SINGLE PHOT CHAP 32. W.UT.U 
pretty lady. 2506 tor wining, ton. 
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Top Hollywood agent Nicole 
David wants the very best for 
her clients. And she wont get 
off the phone until she’s got it. 
By Daniel Jeffreys. 

Photograph by Richard Poley 
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I t's Sam on a sunny California morn- 
ing and Nicole David is on the 
phone. She's almost always on the 
phone. “Can you get me Cher and 
then call New York about Whit- 
ney." she says, guiding her $100,000 
Mercedes through LA traffic with one 
hand. "Then I need to talk with Gene 
about the scripts." David has already 
been on the go since 5.45am. 

.As she drives, the LA landscape slips 
by. Beverly Drive turns into Rodeo and 
then Wi Is hi re Boulevard. Everything is 
movie-clean, especially the sleek build- 
ing that houses the prestigious William 
Morris Agency on El Carnino. just 
behind the Beverly WIishire Hotel 
where Julia Roberts played Pretty 
Woman to Richard Gere's lost soul. 

Roberts and Gere are not repre- 
sented by David, but rf they were 
they'd be keeping pretty good com- 
pany. As a senior agent at the William 
Morris Agency she now has charge of 
a powerhouse client list - including 
Emma Thompson. Whitney Houston. 
Cher. Patrick Swayze. Roseanne and 
John Travolta. Nicole David is hot. A 
five-foot bundle of energy with a laugh- 
ing smile, she is one of Hollywood's 
most powerful citizens. 

On this sunny morning David has a 
problem. It goes with the temtoiy. A 
hot young actress has got pregnant, just 
as her career was about to take off. 
Nicole can't get the starlet to come to 
the telephone, a most unusual occur- 
rence. It seems the woman’s boyfriend 
is screening all calls. . 

“I can't understand why some women 
allow a man to take over their careers 
but I've had this before, a client getting 
pregnant because she won’r face up to 
the issues in her life. The last time it hap- 
pened it was more difficult - the actress 
had just been nominated for an Oscar.” 

When I next see David she is running 
around a New York hotel room 
explaining her relationship with her 
clients ("I think you have to be in love 
with them, just a little and they wilt give 
you some of that back") before attend- 
ing the premiere of Waiting to Exhale, 
which stars client Whitney Houston. 
She spends about a quarter of her year 
in New York and that means many 


hours in airplanes. Cl get tired, she 
says, “but that would never make me 
give up. The only time I think of quit- 
ting is when all the game-playing gets 
to me. A year ago I couldn't get calls 
returned on John Travolta. Now every- 
body wants him. John hasn't changed, 
he was and is a fine actor. That makes 
me a little sick.") 

As premiere time approaches, she's 
a little nenous. People magazine and 
Entertainment Weekly both have Hous- 
ton front covers with negative articles 
inside. “The relationship with the client 
is like parenting. " she says. “When this 
kind of shit happens it is upsetting. I 
know the person is not like this and I 'll 
have to work with her so she doesn't 
take it too personally." 

The telephone rings: Emma Thomp- 
son’s on the line. David lowers her 
voice and a hushed conversation takes 
place. Thompson is a platinum prop- 
erty now and so David has a tricky 
problem. There are hundreds of pro- 
jects on offer but she must choose 
which one wOl best allow Thompson to 
capitalise on her success. 

“My job is to help the client under- 
stand their ambition." says David. 
“These are amazingly talented people 
but some can't define their dreams, 
others can get that far but then can’t 
make tbe right decisions lo get to the 
next stage."' 

David never stops. In New York, she 
makes calls constantly as we talk until 
it's time to meet another WDIiam Mor- 
ris agent in the bar along with Debo- 
rah Chase, who runs Whitney Hous- 
ton’s production company. The three 
will go to Whitney’s premiere together 
and plenty of business will be done 
through the evening. She's perma- 
nently on call for a client list that spans 
many time zones of potential trouble; 
David’s weekends are spent watching 
movies and reading scripts. 

At 11am on a Monday she's trying 
to make her reading bear fruit. New 
York has been closed by a blizzard so 
she has a little more time for problem- 
solving. She is discussing two young 
stars with a female colleague in Man- 
hattan; both are at a delicate moment 
in their careers. “That would be just the 


wrong project.” she says, referring to 
one script on her list. “We have to find 
something that makes everyone aware 
how he’s developed. I have no problem 
slashing his price to smithereens if it 
means he can do something hip." 

The conversation is three-way. David 
to New York from LA and,’ in her 
office, an assistant listens to every 
word, a special device on the phone 
silencing nis mouthpiece. As they work 
the lisL Steve signals and offers advice. 
His job is to have on hand aJJ the infor- 
mation David could ever need as she 
works without pause. Outside the door 
there's Cat Carter, the other assistant 
who is planning Davids schedule for 
months ahead. 

“So you got an offer for Sim?" she 
asks of New York. “Is that firm?" The 
answer is vague. “Get a dear fix on 
that, we can't do anything unless it's 
a firm offer.” Which they often aren't. 
This being Hollywood, there are lots 
of variables and this million-dollar 
deal is dependent on the choice of 
director. In Beverly Hills speak that's 
not a “real" deal. 

They move on. covering a list of over 
50 potential movies. Struggling screen- 
writers should be allowed to sit in on 
the process. They'd find it’s not enougn 
to write a good script. The “project" 
has to surface when the right actors, 
directors and producers are in place to 
do the work. As David rejects script 
after script, she says many are great 
projects, they just don't match what the 
market aad the clients need right now. 

Back in the car and the telephone’s 
glued to her ear. “When will Penny 
Marshall start to shoot? 1 know it was 
supposed to be today but there's too 
much snow." She makes a left-turn. 
“Anyway. I want flowers from us to 
Penny and I want flowers sent from 
Whitney to Denzel Washington.*’ The 
film is The Preacher's Wife starring 
Washington and Houston, directed by 
Marshall. David wants the relationship 
between all parries to start and finish 
in good shape. Attention to detail. It's 
the first rule of agency work. 

David admits that the personal lives 
of the stars can become a big issue. “I 
am in love with my client’s work, not 


them. I tiv to keep my distance from 
their private dramas but I'm right in 
there when a relationship makes an 
actor late for the set or makes him miss 
a casting call.” Back in her office, she 
has to sort out a director who has 
rejected a client because he missed an 
audition. The excuse offered of a bad 
cold satisfies neither David nor tbe 
director but she does her best 

“If somebody is determined to fuck 
up I can't stop that." she says. “Actors 
are responsible for their own destiny. 
You can work as hard as anything but 
you can't prevent failure." 

Riding success is a different question 
and David is now trying to repear last 
year's golden harvest. Clients John 
Travolta. Emma Thompson and Patrick 
Swayze have all been nominated for 
prestigious Golden Globe Awards, 
which some say are Hollywood’s “up- 
market Oscars". This presents its own 
problems. “If they all win, who the hell 
am I going to sit next to?" quips David, 
but the trickier question is which pro- 
ject each should accept next. 

“It's all a question of how best to 
position the client to best realise their 
ambitions, given what we know about 
their talents!" As she says this she lasses 
a script directed at Patrick Swayze into 
the waste basket “That would be no 
good. It’s exactly the kind of piece of 
shit which would really hurt him." 

Emma Thompson poses fewer prob- 
lems. If all goes well, her next project 
is fixed, so long as David can get 
Thompson to read the script. “She's 
resting now 1 and hard to get hold of and 
she needs that but it's slowing some- 
thing down. I just tell people they have 
to be understanding.” 

The success of David’s list brings 
enormous power. She can influence 
how a script is written and she has often 
requested a movie be changed when 
she believes it did not do her client jus- 
tice. That’s why she goes to so many 
screenings and reads so many scripts. 
“I like to put out fires before they 
start,” she says. 

The agency business involves big 
money. The Wiliam Morris Agency, 
now ranked number two and climbing, 
is a private company. Sources say its 


clients generated $2bn dollars last year 
and at a standard agent’s fee of 10" per 
cent William Morris would have earned 
$200 million. But Hollywood is no 
longer that simple. With complex front- 
end and back-end deals, it’s hard to 
judge what the agency makes. Informed 
experts say William Morris will proba- 
bly bank over £275m for 1945. 

The pressure is on for the agents to 
win. promote and keep clients. Bui not 
at any cost. “This is not a bad script." 
she says to one client on the telephone. 
“But the negative for me is the direc- 
tor and I say that even though he's one 
of our clients." With a flick of the wrist 
another script becomes bin-lining. 

With her assistants, David goesback 
to working her “list", the three-page col- 
lection of telephone calls she just has 
to make so that Tinsel Town can build 
more fantasies and make more money. 
“Look.” she says speaking for one 
client. “I don’t think you making an 
offer of $5 million will move her. That 
alone won’t get her attention and make 
her read the script. 1 don't need you to 
make an offer. What I need is for you 
to get a great director involved." 

In one hour, David rebuffs a £5m 
offer, insists that a client gets to 
approve script and leading man, 
demands £6m for another client, rejects 
eight projects and gets on the case of 
a client who is causing problems. “She’s 
way too self-involved which is noi 
interesting,” she insists down the 
phone. “She needs to get passionate 
about something. She's not another 
Emma Thompson so sbe needs to 
develop some other strengths." 

David is now 54 and has been in the 
business all her working life. A high 
school drop-ouL bora in Canada, she 
began her career as an actress, appear- 
ing in The Trouble with Girls starring 
Elvis Presley. In Los Angeles, David 
met Arnold Rifkind, who was working 
as a shoe salesman. Combining her 
understanding of actors and his sharp 
business mind they formed a small tal- 
ent agencj': a series of smart moves 
brought them to the Triad agency', 
which William Morris bought three 
years ago. Both are now rich (Rifkind 
is now the worldwide head of the 


agency's motion picture department 
and holds court on the floor above 
David). David is married to a success- 
ful defence attorney-tumed-songwriter. 
She has no children. “I thought about 
having them for exactly one hour and 
that was just because the guy was so 
cute. I would not be good at having kids 
and 1 know having them would make 
me a worse agent But the quality of 
mothering is used in cveiy aspect of my 
work." 

Arnold Rifkind agrees and says 
that’s a key strength of David. “Men 
can identify types, like 'Suave Italian' 
or “Rugged American' but they tend to 
ignore the less obvious. Instead of ask- 
ing, ’What do the studios or networks 
want?’ women spend time developing 
their clients' careers from the inside 
out. It's a great skill and Nicole is the 
master practitioner. In this business you 
are only as good as the people you rep- 
resent and Nicole has made her peo- 
ple so much better by giving them 
somebody to trust." 

Rifkind believes that David will be 
impossible to replace, if she ever 
retires. “When we met, Nicole really 
had nothing that would qualify her as 
an agent but then the industry was 
smaller, you could start something and 
make it succeed. Now with the domi- 
nance of big agencies there's a ten- 
dency to play safe, so the next genera- 
tion of agents will all be lawyers." 

Back in the car heading for Sushi in 
Santa Monica. David has barely pulled 
away before calling her assistants so 
they can connect her to the constella- 
tion of talent. “Close your ears." she 
says. *T have to tell a client he didn’t 
get a part. It could get ugly." The calls 
continue all the way to the restaurant. 
By the lime we arrive the client has 
been let down lightly and a new movie 
has been put into development. Not a 
bad day's work: it took 20 minutes. 

As the Mercedes is valet-parked 
David grows philosophical. "Some peo- 
ple. like Arnold, they love chasing the 
deal. For me that is nowhere near the 
satisfaction of making a fantasy come 
true. After all. that's why they built this 
town - so crazy people would have a 
place to realize their dreams." 


Mr Motivator is there. How exactly does he plan to lead us into the 21st century? 


■ kiupapi; . . 

leries, 1 glance behind me and see Mr 
Motivator, GMTV's workout king, chat- 
ting away with June Whitfield over a glass 
of champaenc. How sweet. I think, for 
them to be here with the rest of us to salute 
those who will guide our nation into the 
Millennium. And then I realise the truth: 
Mr Motivator, and the sneb. aiepartolute 
exhibition, too. They are, as far as Charles 
Green, the photographer, is “ nceni f£; 
our exemplary leaders as well. \es: the list 
is diverse and very weird: Professor 


Stephen Hawking and Faith Brown, John 
Major and Flowella Benjamin {Play Away). 

“How do you intend to lead us into the 
vear 2001 ?” I ask Flowella. 

“Well.” sbe replies. “With a smDe.” 

“I must admit ibal I am very surprised 
to be included.” confesses Jade Tinker, the 
Daily Mair s theatre critic. 

“Well." I say. ''You are the Daily SfaiT s 
leading theatre criiic. - 

“Tes." he says, merrily. “Thai's very kind 
of you id say so. Yes. Thank you." 

“Look,” Isay- “There's Bern - Boothroyd 
rplking to Bob Hoiness.” 

“I hiow~ replies one of Mr Motivator's 


party. “How tbe hell did he make it to the 
exhibition?” 

“Well.” I say. “He war the first James 
Bond." 

“It's true.” says Bob Holness. “I was the 
wry first James Bond. On the radio. 1958. 
I did Moanwalker. Wa}' before Sean Con- 
nery. Shhh. Here comes the speeches." 

“Well." says the man from Kodak, the 
sponsor. "Kodak are proud to sponsor 
such a marvellous event, for vve are lead- 
ers. too. Market leaders, leading you into 
the 21st century. Thank you veiy much.” 

There is applause. 

“WelL" says Charles Green, the pho- 


tographer, *Td like to thank Kodak and 
just say that Kodak Gold is the Rolls- 
Royce of camera film. And Td just like to 
say one thing to Baroness Thatcher. I 
know why you've derided to make your big 
speech tonight at the Keith Joseph memo- 
rial lecture. Its sour grapes because you 
weren’t asked to be in the exhibition!" 

Mr Motivator, Flowella Benjamin and 
June Whitfield all applaud. 

“Well.” says the lady from the Haver- 
sham Trust for people with learning diffi- 
culties. “I'd just like to say one thing to all 
tbe famous people here today. Please 
come and visit us at our residential unit. 


Our patients watch TV all the time and 
they love absolutely eirryone on it." 

There is applause. 

“Order, order,” says Betty Boothroyd. 
“I now declare this exhibition open!” 

There is applause. 

Suddenly the doors are flung open and 
a saintly - eerily familiar - sight wanders 
inwards. When I first see her. I think, a 
little oddly. “My God It's my mother." Bui 
it isn't my mother. It is a celebrity who 
transcends celebrity . It is a woman who is 
so much a part of all our lives that it is 
almost like seeing ourselves wander into 
the party. It is Esther. 


There is a hush. The cameraman from 
Channel One turns, as if hypnotised, to 
film her, but gets so close that he knocks 
Desmond Wilcox's glasses fight off his face 
with his camera lead and they fly down ihe 
stairs. Esther grins graciously and puts 
down her handbag to help retrieve the 
glasses. The photographer from the 
Evening Standard rushes forward to get a 
picture and accidently kicks Esther's bag. 
sending her private things flying across the 
carpet Well all watch, mesmerised. Esther 
looks down and looks up at us all. It is as 
if time ha* frozen. Then she smiles, gra- 
ciously. and makes her wav into the crowd. 
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TELEVISION 

999 Special (BBC1) 


Unwatehable witirout brandy, a catheter 
and a coathanger, says Jasper Rees 


ost of the Ws reconstructions can be 
survived with a box of tissues, suitable for 
1 mopping up sweat, tears and, in those res- 
cues involving heights, blood. But this solitary prop 
would have been pitifully inadequate for the 
latest 999 Special. No viewer would have got 
through it without a makeshift survival kit 
consisting of a generous measure of branefy, a 
catheter and a coathanger. 

By a bizarre coincidence these were precisely 
the tools used in this week's life-saving mission, 
in which Professor Angus Wallace operated 
mid-flight on Paula Dixon, whose lung was 
punctured by a broken rib in a motorbike acci- 
dent just before she boarded a plane from Hong 
Kong to London. The professor used the brandy 
to sterilise the coathanger wire, which he inserted 
inside the catheter to guide it into the patient's 
chest and drain it of air. 

The viewer, however, put the kit to more con- 
ventional use. 1116 brandy performed its tradi- 
tional role. The catheter allowed you to stay put 
during a programme that made fierce demands 
on the bladder. And the coathanger was just the 
thing for hanging up your preconceptions about 
a morally shabby programme. 

As soon as the tale of Professor Wallace’s extra- 
ordinary operation circulated the global news- 
room, the team from 999 must have known this 
was the big one. ft was a tough reconstruction, but 
perfbrmable. No previous rescue stoiy can have 
been so well-documented, but then no other tellers 
of the tale had Michael Buerk on board. They flew 
him straight out to Honkers and converted him 
into a kind of Sophoclean chorus who commented 
on the narrative as it unfolded next to him. He even 
handed over the newspaper that VfaUace used to 
pad the patient's arm splinter. 

The participants, meanwhile, were doing their 
bit to compress, shape and tidy up a drama that, 
as real Life can be, was just that little bit messy. 
“My name's Angus," said the helpful Prof, 
giving an otherwise realistic performance as him- 
self, to his neighbour on the plane. Meanwhile, 
Paul a found that her scheduled Sight had no more 
smoking seats. It’s not entirely likely she uttered 
the prophecy, “I’ll never survive that." Still, a rare 
case of Smoking Saves Lives. 

Operation Coathanger is such an extraordinary 
story that no amount of heavy-handedness could 
ruin it Even the actress playing Paula for the oper- 
ation gave a much more resonant performance 
than 999 usually delivers. Was that her chest wall 
you saw the scissors penetrating? If so, no won- 
der Paula chose not to portray herself. 

Paula still has a phobia about coathangers, 
though otherwise she seems to have got off scar- 
free. When she flogged her story to a tabloid, it 
was because This was my best way of saying thank 
you. As well as me making a little bit of money " 


Though not necessarily in that order. “I love them 
" she said of her savk 


alL” she said of her saviours, and ducked out of 
shot in a sudden attack of the sobs as the cam- 
era faded, the credits rolled and an invisible cap- 
tion scrolled across the screen: made you cty. 


OPERA The Makropulos Case, Metropolitan Opera, NY 


ft couldn't have got off to a worse start delayed first by the death of a tenor 
and then by a snowstorm. But when Janacek's opera finally opened, it found 
Jessye Norman on top form. By David Patrick Steams 



Jessye Norman; glamorous, but still able to convey Emilia Marty's emotional weariness 


Photograph: Winnie Klotz/ Metropolitan Opera 


E ven before its debut production at the Metropolitan Opera, 
Janacek’s The Makropulos Case had an air of evil luck: at the 
performance on 5 January, the tenor Richard VersaDe, singing 
the role of Vitek, dropped dead from a heart attack in the first scene, 
prompting immediate cancellation. The 8 January performance was 
cancelled ty the worst snowstorm to hit New York in 48 years. Some 
viewers refused to return on 10 January. “Are you kidding?" one 
superstitious critic told me. “1 wouldn’t go near that place. 7 * 

Such sentiments - which weren’t isolated - indicated how Ver- 
saile’s public death was profoundly disquieting, breaking the 
theatre's “fourth wall" with an unexpected confrontation with 
one’s own mortality. That's ironic considering it's an opera that 
tells us to welcome and enjoy mortality. Its central character - 
diva Emilia Marty - has been denied death by an arcane for- 
mula that's kept her alive for three centuries. The result is a per- 
son who lives with nearly unimaginable levels of cynicism, lone- 
liness and impatience. Janacek characterised such emotional 
states vividly with a score full of his characteristically feverish 
ejaculations of rhythm, shorn of the ingratiating folk influences 
found in other operas and deployed with a swiftness that allows 
the piece to approximate the speed of spoken theatre. 

It’s tough on all fronts, though Elijah Moshinsky s production 
brilliantly established a believable context for this odd plot by 
treating it as a film noir with stylish but chilly sets designed by 
Anthony Ward, clearly inspired by vintage Fritz Lang movies. 
Marty begins as a familiar film type - a flamboyant woman of 
mystery, moving with feline grace, wearing leopard-skin gloves 
and maintaining inscrutability behind sunglasses. When Marty 


confesses her past in the final scene and chooses death over 
another dose of the formula, the production becomes fussy. 
Moshinsky tried to give it a Don Giovanni style, ending with an 
enlarged rendering of the formula going up in flames around 
Marty. It seemed contrived and clumsy. 

Musically, there were a number of clumsy moments as well. 
Though conductor David Robertson etched long musical arcs, 
the Met orchestra lacked a sense of authority. Even in a singable 
E nglis h translation, the score sat uneasily on the non-Czech cast, 
though there were successes where one would least expect them. 
The great Wagnerian character tenor Graham Clark (as Albert 
Gregor) was the only one who really cracked it, though Donald 
McIntyre, a seasoned Wotan, came close with his superbly enun- 
ciated characterisation of Dr Kolenary. 

The role of Marty reportedly caused Jessye Norman much 
anxiety, which is understandable considering that her large, lyri- 
cal voice just wasn't built to sing Janacek’s rhythm, and much 
of Act 1 lies in the weakest pan of her voice. Still, she had some 
fine musical moments in her final confession. And even if she’s 
too ladylike to swill w hiskey convincingly, it was one of her most 
effective acting efforts. Though she could hardly look more glam- 
orous and delivered the character's arrogance with good, bitchy 
humour. Norman showed the character’s emotional weariness 
and physical frailty from the earliest scenes. That made Mam- 
more integrated, intriguing and human - a remarkable feat for 
a character based on a superhuman idea. 


Details: 001-212-362 60GQ 


Paul Taylor goes for a quiet evening out 

SSin^nOld Red 


ers often say: On .he other teat 

sssss; 

ment -Graphic images ot se^. ; „ 

sex", commented a man |^^^ ou P^ Q ^ . 

the way in. images of _ ^ ^ rueful 

S5J itprcwed to be one of the evening's wittier 
and more 



a frank look at me up* «« v Michael 

win the seduction scene. He shows her a 
Polaroid of a^ejaculating P^nd, ^^ 
been encouraged to evince sufficient w°n<fer.« 

it, be solemnly admits it s his. 


y aamns h » - - . 

’ Things start to get vicious when , Har ^^* f ^ 

as a green horn in 


ran templates the taskwith the trained. expres- - 
sion of a man who. having just lost his 
is then confronted with an di^king-forsiR^am- , 
test. A man's dream, he confides gf* *”**” 1 ^ 
a gold tooth and a garter belt who »prepat^I 
to do the dishes and only stay a week. ProaricuSty 
balanced between being an indulgence and a 
critique of that attitude. Erections shew s Hany 
eventually shacking up with a department sore 
mannequin, just as the second piece elimaxes.sp. : 
to speak, as two violent hobos resort to tne epony - 
mous machine on the grounds thskwiih rLtoeres . 
“no cortex, no shit, no arguments". . . 

The in-your-face intensity and comic flair of the 
acting and of Michael Wener's produetfon goes; 
some way towards compensating for the depress- • 
ingly conventional underlying thought. The scrap • 
mo sai c of murder-rape-and-necrophilia fantasies 
in the second half does, however, provoke one or 
two intriguing perceptions. There’s a scene in 
which a down-and-out wino is forced by his 
c rimin al sidekick to “prove that he’s a.-man” by- 
forcing another man to give him oral sex. A para- 
doxical proof. Td have thought. A woman is- in 
some senses, lucky she doesn’t have equivalent 
equipment whereby she can “prove she’s , a 
woman" - but then," when you change the gen- 
der in that phrase, its inherent absurdity is 
quickly exposed. 

The show won't win.many fans for Bukowski’s 
verbal skills. There’s the odd bit of dexterity, as 
in the antiphonal exchange in the first piece that 
plays around with various meanings of “feeling 
like": “1 feel like we ought to pay the rent" “I feel 
like going on for everi’,“I feeHike you could" etc. 
Indeed, it sometimes felt like they could. 
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Booking: 0171-837 7816. To 10 feb 


EXIT POLL Seven 

Critics have raved about it: Sheila Johnston thought it would be in her 1996 top 10. But what do cinema-goers make of the serial-killer death-fest? 


CYNTHIA MURRAY 29, ADVERTISING REP 

I wouldn’t normally come to this 
kind of thing: I tend to stay away 
from these gruesome films. I 
suppose I only came because Brad 
Pitt was in it, but it really is 
amazing, and he's proved himself a 
good actor. 


MARK DEERING, 27. INVESTMENT 
BANKER 

It's goL to be the best film I*vc seen 
in a long time, probably because it’s 
genuinely shocking. This type of 
thing's usually so predictable, but you 
never quite know where this is going 
to go. They end it brilliantly. 


CAROLINE LAPPER, 22, NURSERY NURSE 

The tension's almost unbearable. It's 
really clever the way it just shows you 
bits and pieces - photos and stuff - 
and you end up wanting to see more, 
even though it’s all really grim. I 
suppose that's what makes it so good. 


BRIAN HOLMES, 35, RETAIL MANAGER 

It really takes you over, towards the 
end you’re gripping the armrests and 
shrinking back in your seat. It’s rare 
to see something that absorbing: yes, 
it's a fantastic film. 


PRIYA GUREWAL, 20, STUDENT 

Despite all the unpleasantness, it was 
terrific. I thought it was a really dark, 
bleak film, though it has just enough 
touches of humour to get you 
through the gloom. 


MICHAEL BALF0RD, 39, CIVIL ENGINEER 

1 really liked it, and I’m pleased 
because it’s been so hyped up. I 
thought I might be disappointed, 
because you so often are with these 
things, but it turned out to be 
fantastic. Genuinely worth seeing. 


MARIA HURST 28, SALES ASSISTANT 

I'm quite shaken up. actually: it’s all 
rather stomach-churning, but you 
can't help but be impressed by it. I 
came with my boy-friend, and I 
suppose it's not really a “date" film, 
but, yes, it's very, very good, even if 
you tend to feel queasy' in parts. 


SEAN BECKETT 23, ACCOUNTS CLERK 

The best thing is that it never cops 
out. It goes for the downbeat option 
all the way, and it works. It has to be 
one of the most gruesome films I've 
ever seen, and that's not a criticism. 


AARON MASTERS, 21, STUDENT 

It’s great and it seems to have 
everything: good story, character, 
dialogue, music. It's most effective in 
the parts where they're finding the 
bodies, and the camera’s searching 
frantically around; you’re wondering 
what exactly they’re going to find. Iris 
nasty, but it's all brilliantly done. 


that much - so I suppose it's more to 
do with the way they tell the story. 
And it's a good story. 


GEOFF WRAX 41, PLUMBER 

It's hard to sum jr all up. really, it 
just gets to you. I think I need a 
drink now. It’s not because it’s gory - 
actually they don't always show you 


ELAINE MACDONALD, 32, WORKS FOR A 
PtfBUSWNG COMPANY 
Morgan Freeman's always excellent, 
and I suppose iris the best thing Brad 
Pitt's done. It all looks really good, 
too: ail the rain and tire grime really 
adds to the whole effect. All rather 
dark and depressing, maybe, but I 
guess that’s the intention. 


Interviews by Scott Hughes 
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overview 


JM Barrie's classic, usual!/ whaled out with a 
superannuated actress - in tights, in a new ' . 
production by Matthew Warclius, designed by. 
Rob Howell and starring John Padden. 


Joe EsEtehas'bebarnft.ilojlywbpd^ highest-! 
paid scriptwriter:yntfr.X-rated tale of Nani; . 
a I ap-dancer whodreams; of tx^fess succeffi 
without sacrificing integrity Of course.: 


. Wigroore Hart's me mmoth. The Britten Sbwjk' - f 
. seriesi Rcfuded HisPushWri;set8ni Tte 
£ch&^tjg By- Joan Rbdgerx'; 


rritiral uiouf Jeffrey Watnwrightwasraptjvated.'Thawonder 
ul HI bell V IOW of Rob Howell’s overall design... John Radden’s 
excellent Peter, go/*. *ftn actor whose,. . 

facial expressions mysterioisly hint at some 
unearthly, elementaL force" , marvelled the - 
Jimes. “Bravura .staging, a pretty big 
adventure- 11 v applauded the Independent ah 
• . ’ Sunday. “Warchus’s dreamlike jHbdQction", 
cheered the Telegraph.- - 


Adam Mars-Jbnes voted rt'worse than the 
same team’s Basic Instinct : “AttAbdutSve : 
remade by Rauf RayirortoV^Peppered with :* 
lines you canriotMieve stiTTOetf the “T y 
yvasfepaper basket scrapes bottom in all , 
Senses," gasped the /T,."A miserable forty*, 
groaned the 7>mes: "Dfehfi^. condudfid the 
Telegraph. ’’Most depressing fttmtsf the year, 
and it's only January,' opined Time Out. - 
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our view 


. An accompanying child is not a 
necessary requirement for this 
excellent piece of theatre. 

. Children will, however, love it. 



The poster is clever, if 
tawdry. The film? Merely 
tawdry. What is Kyle 
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Wfien space exploration is in the ascendant, science fiction takes a dive (and vice versa). Now after 
Apollo 13', the ultimate real-life space drama, how do the writers fight back? By John Gribben 



W hen there is a wave of activ- 
ity among the writers of space 
fiction, you can be sure of one 
thing - the real manned space 
programme is in trouble, or at 
least suffering a hiatus. The 
great days of science fiction were in the 
Forties and Fifties, with writers such as 
Robert Heiniein and Arthur G Garke, 
the magazine Astounding, Dan Dare, 
and Journey mio Space. Space was mys- 
terious and exciting, a canvas broad 
enough to encompass the speculations 
of even the most vivid imagination. But 
in the Sxities people actually went into 
space. By the end of that decade, men. 
had walked on the moon, and, for 
many, the magic went away. 

John Clute. editor of the Encyclo- 
pedia of Science Fiction , has called this 
intrusion by the real world “the pro- 
found tragedy of science fiction. " Starl- 
ing with Sputnik, which smashed the 
theatre of space, things were never the 
same again. Many SF readers experi- 
enced almost a sense of dija vu when 
the moon landings actually happened, 
coupled with a sense of anticlimax. In 
Britain, in particular, a new kind of 
science fiction, the "New Wave", was 
developed by writers such as J. G. Bal- 
lard and Michael Moorcock, probing 
the “inner space" of the mind rather 
than the outer space of the universe. 


The New Wive label was first applied 
(borrowed from cinema’s nouvclle 
vague) in the late Sixties, and the 
material to which it was applied often 
had dystopian elements, a disillusion 
not just with space but with what was 
happening on Earth as well, that per- 
sisted right through the Seventies. 

Elsewhere, the backlash against space 
fiction took different forms. The hugely 
successful Star Wars trilogy, released in 
the late Seventies and early Eighties, 
might look superficially like space fic- 
. lion, but is really just cowboys and Indi- 
ans in space, mindless entertainment 
(nothing wrong with that, but if there is 
one thing good SF is not, it is mindless) 
that never - unlike, say. 2001: A Space 
Odyssey - addresses deep issues. 

Of course, there were exceptions to 
the antipathy about space engendered 
in many writers by the moon landings. 
Doris Lessing, for example, says that 
the Moon still retained its romance for 
her, in spire of “pompous remarks" 
about taking a giant leap for mankind. 
But then, perhaps she is not a typical 
space fiction writer “I didn't know 1 1 
was writing space fiction at all. It never 
crossed my mind that I was writing 
space fiction until some magazine said 
‘she’s muscling in on our act’. 'Well, 
well’, I thought. ‘So Tm writing science 
fiction, am I?’ " 


i 



The attraction of space for Lessing 
(who began to muscle in on the act at 
the end of the Seventies) was, and is, 
the opportunity to let the imagination 
roam free, where nobody can say “That 
creature does not exist.’* because any 
creature the writer imagines does exist. 
But for writers more firmly embedded 
in the genre, it was when space became 
unfashionable again that they let loose 
their imaginations on its rebuilt stage. 

It was a combination of this freedom 
and a deliberate desire to do some- 
thing different from the New Wave, 
taking SF back to its roots, that pro- 
vided the impetus for the best British 
writer of space fiction today. In the 
worlds of Iain Banks (or lain M. 
Banks, as he signs himself when 
authoring SF), there are no chains on 
the imagination. 

Deliberately reviving the old idea of 
Space Opera (the SF equivalent of 
horse opera, not of Covent Garden), 
be portrays a future in which Arthur C. 
Clarke's prediction that “any suffi- 
ciently advanced technology is indis- 
tinguishable from magic" has come 
true. Not for him the nitty-gritty of how 
rockets work, nor any dystopian visions 
warning us of the error of our ways. 
Instead. Banks grasps the opportunity 
to roam the galaxy, using all the spe- 
cial effects of space opera to portray his 



own vision of Utopia, the future in 
which he would like to live. 

And all this has been happening, 
from the mid-Eighties onward, against 
a real world background of a faltering 
manned space programme, disillusion 
with the once mighty Nasa in the wake 
of the Challenger disaster, and the 
gloomy analysis that, as of 1990, it 
would not have been possible to repli- 
cate the Sixties feat of putting a man on 
the moon, and bringing him safely back, 
before the end of the decade - not so 
much because we lacked the technology, 
but because we lacked the political will. 

So what do we find Banks and the 
other writers of space fiction up to? 
Plugging the gap, of course. As the 
prospects of a manned expedition to 
Mars faded into the far distant future, 
the early Nineties saw a wave of gritty, 
realistic novels about the colonisation 
of the Red Planet, with the most 
gritty and realistic of all the portray- 
als probably being Ben Bova's Mars 
(1992). Deeper into space, Gregory 
Bedford, a physicist who also writes 
fiction, has picked up Arthur Clarke's 
baton, writing about possible futures 
in which the colonisation of space is 
carried out by scientifically plausible 
(although technologically advanced) 
methods. 

All in all, it looks as if we are build- 



Star warriors: left to right, Tom Hanks in the 1995 film of the real-life Apollo 13 mission, 
and Dan Dare, the intrepid space ranger from Eagle comic, prepares for battle 


ing up for a golden age of space fiction. 
But there’s a cloud on the horizon. 
Disturbingly, for fans of the genre, 
Nasa seems to be getting its act 
together again. The combination of 
man and machine in space that led to 
the triumphs of the Hubble Space 
Telescope has raised morale, while the 
collapse of the Soviet Union has 
provided a new partner with comple- 
mentary stalls, not least some brute- 
force hardware for launching massive 
payloads into space. The international 
space station looks as if it really will go 
into orbit, and there is talk, once again, 
of an expedition to Mars, if nor within 
my lifetime then perhaps within the 
lifetimes of many people around today. 
The success of the film Apollo 13 is 
another substantial straw in the wind, 
as real-life space heroes (more or less) 
lake over from the lantern-jawed space 
rangers of fiction. 

It’s obvious what this will mean for 
science fiction. A retreat from space. 


back into the mysteries of the inner 
mind, while the romance is taken 
away from the Red Planet, as well as 
from the moon - and the rest of the 
universe is tarred with the same brush. 
Iain M. Banks will start writing intro- 
spective psychological studies, Gre- 
gory Benford will go back to being a 
scientist full time, and there will be a 
new Star Wars trilogy. Sometimes, it 
seems the world would have been a 
better place if Nasa had never been 
invented. 

But there is a temporary silver lin- 
ing. There is always a lag between 
developments in the real world and the 
response of the writers, and this 
inertia is s till, for now, bringing us the 
benefits of a new wave of excellent 
space fictions. Make the most of it. in 
case the wave is about to break. 

John Grihbin is the presenter 
“Space Fictions", which begins on 
BBC Radio 4 this Tuesday at 2 pm. 


Bonfire of the Biedermeiers 


Robert Winder reads a riches-to-rags tale by the protean creator of Dame Edna Everage 
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N ovelists are often asked, as 
they tour the bookships pro- 
moting their work, where on 
earth they come up with their 
ideas. Most of them shrug 
modestly and say that there’s 
no simple answer. But Barry 
Humphries - whose first novel is a 
mirthless comedy about the marital 
misadventures of an Australian drag 
artiste - will hardly be stumped for a 
rcplv. The man behind Dame Edna 
has "written a book whose central fig- 
ure is a cross-dressing comedienne 
called Mrs Petty, a “puritanical but 
hilarious housewife". Blimey, readers 
will mutter - how the beck did he 
think of that ? 

Mrs Perty is the stage persona of 
Derek Pettvfer, and the novel follows 
his romantic ups and downs. He has 
a pretty bad time of it: his ex-wife 
bad-mouths him to a biographer, his 
new wife has naughty pings with 
evervone she meets; and his agent has 
taken him to the cleaners financially. 
Luckily, none of it is veiy serious - 
Humphries has gone for a lampoon- 
in n style that doesn’t ask us to care 
much what happens. And the 
emotional drama hides its light under 
a lavish catalogue of fashionable 
objets. 

“When people have been more 

than usually disappointing, " runs the 

epigraph, “we turn with an added 
tenderness to things." Pettvfer has a 
collector's devotion: whenever he 
enters his flat he strokes his Piranesis 
(note the plural): and he also Ukes - 
until his vulgar new mother-in-law 
puts an LS5.W0 antique into the dish- 
washer - to fondle his pieces of 
Roman alass. He is a fastidious 




Women in the Background 
by Barry Humphries 
Heinemann, £14.99 

aesthete - quick to sneer at an “over- 
framed" Chagall - who always notices 
and mocks the pictures on other peo- 
ple’s walls. Not ail of them can afford 
Piranesi, the dim fools. 

Humphries also surrounds himself 
with designer accessories - a "mag- 
nificent" scarlet Sulka bathrobe, a 
Patek Phillippe watch and a catwalk- 
full of dothes by Jaeger, Yves St Lau- 
rent. Bruce Oldfield. Donna Karan cr 
al. Someone even sports “a top-of-the- 
range, 18-carat, red enamelled Cartier 
AIDS awareness ribbon." It’s like 
reading an in-flight magazine. Even 
the dentist collects Biedermeier and 
Lalique. 

Of course there Is a satirical 
purpose to all this, but even so. 
Humphries isn’t very sarcastic about 
these perfumed connoisseurs (all of 
whose scents are named); and he 
seems happy to serve up references to 
London’s artsy milieu as if it added 
glamour to his unhappy story. 
Peinfer's flat contains sculpted busts 
of Mehyn Bragg and Martin Amis. 
And he can’t go into a restaurant with- 
out mentioning who else is there 
(“Derek walked among the tables, 
saying a word 10 Alan Bates and 
another to Peter Hall"); sometimes be 
even drops the names of absentees: 
•Derek sat at a corner table ... a table 
at which he had often observed Sir 
Harold Pinter and Lady Antonia 
Fraser." Sir Harold Pinter? Is this all 



Humphries: his alter ego spends the book 
surrounded by designer accesories 

set in the future? 

The prevailing preoccupation with 
status symbols is clearly pan of the 
joke, but it’s a hard joke to get In a 
way. it’s quite a cunning parody of 
your classic bodice-ripper riches-to- 
rags instead of rags-to-riches. In place 
of someone sleeping their way to 
fame and fortune, we have a celebrity 
on the skids. But this is no bonfire of 


the vanities: the tone of the book, its 
sarky enthusiasm, is set against this 
sense of decline. A lot of the time, it 
looks merely like a record of Pettyfcr’s 
conquests in disguise. If he invites a 
receptionist to lunch at the Ivy, the 
odds are that she'll bring along some 
slinky ieather-and-chrome harness 
for afters. 

At the emotional climax, when Pet- 
tyfer returns from an advertising shoot 
in Antigua to find that his wife has 
been pursuing three dangerous 
liaisons, he realises that he cares 
more about the decor of his flat: 
“Reluctantly Derek brought himself to 
acknowledge the most painful 
bereavement of all. Alas, the above 
horrors would appal him far less than 
were he to disrover that Pam had 
installed strip lighting in his bouse or 
resurfaced the floor with black Pirelli 
rubber.” 

It isn’t that this is unkind; rather, 
the satire doesn’t cut deep enough. 
Greedy vacuous types are presented 
as greedy and vacuous, and the result 
is a flattened-out, catch-all sneer at 
the vulgarity of life in the fast lane. 
Still, there is a sweet ending. 

Long ago, Pettyfej's first and 
truest love has given him a book 
about Piranesi as a parting gift, ll was 
a perfect present, but he has never 
got over the absence of anything like 
a farewell endearment to go with it. 
Now, years later, someone returns 
the book, and out flutters a card say- 
ing: “With all my love, Yvette.'Tt’s 
not much (indeed, it's barely plausi- 
ble). but it hints at a deep emotional 
logic that is never pressed. A prop- 
erly broken heart, after all. can never 
be fixed. 



Still crazy after all these years... With Leaving Las Vegas 
poised to sweep the board at the Oscars, Nicolas Cage talks to 
David Thomson about the demons that drive him 
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This week: 


A HOUSE AND ITS HEAD (1935) 

by Ivy Compton-Bumett 


I vy Compton-Bumett produced 19 
novels between 1925 and 1969: lac- 
era ci ugly funny, they are written 
almost entirely in pungent, aphoristic 
dialogue and detail the struggle for 
power within extended families. Plots 
are melodramatic -adultery and incest 
lurk behind the mannered exchanges. 


Plot: Duncan Edgeworth uses avarice 
to bully his family. His wife, Ellen, tries 
to placate him; Sybil, the younger 
daughter, flatters him: only Nance, the 
elder daughter, balks at his tyranny. 
Duncan's nephew Grant stands to 
inherit the estate. Within the opening 
chapters. Duncan harries his wife to 
death. Showing little remorse, he vis- 
its his rich sister lo “recuperate”. The 
family have scam time to celebrate 
before he returns with a new wife. 
Alison, who is young and beautiful. 

Alison is swiftly bored by Duncan's 
petulance. She is seduced by the 
nephew. Grant and gives birth to his 
child. Sybil informs her father that the 
boy is Grant's. Duncan divorces Alison 
but informs Grant that the boy will 
inherit. Grant marries Sybil. Peeved at 
losing out on the house and the money. 
Sybil arranges for Grant's bastard son 
to be gassed in an “accident”. Grant 
guesses the truth and banishes Sybil. 
Duncan remains in the dark. 

Sybil goes to live with her rich aunt. 
Duncan marries the long-suffering ex- 
govemess who promptly becomes preg- 
nant. However, Sybil is no longer con- 
cerned about heirs because the aunt 
dies, leaving her a packet. Only if she 
can return to the family will she share 
her fortune. Grant agrees. Blackmail 
and infanticide forgotten, Sybil is wel- 
comed back into the collective bosom 
and normal relations are resumed. 


Theme: The abuse of power. Charac- 
ters with money/ status/ sex appeal bully 
those who lack all three: but the under- 
dogs have the verbal dexterity to out- 
fox their tyrants and assert some inde- 
pendence. The bald Edwardian setting 
is a laboratory to demonstrate that fam- 
ily life exists well outside the moral 
boundaries of respectable society. 


Style: Dialogue is pervasive. Chat is 
both awkward and sinuous, the lan- 


guage abstract yet mercilessly precise. 
The dearth of visual imagery hichlishts 


The dearth of visual imagery highlights 
the maddening clash of voices. 


Chief strengths: The characters lack 
“interna!" lives but are compelled to 
articulate their desires and frustrations. 
Human personality is shown as the sum 
total of what you see and hear. 


Chief weakness: Kingsley Amis pointed 
out that a Compton-Bumett character 
could never say. “You bore me,” or 
“Wh3t a pretty dress”. 


What they thought of it then: The book rein- 
forced Complon-Bumett's status as a 
major novelist. Virginia Woolf admired 
and feared “the bitter truth and intense 
originality” of the work. Later, 
Nathalie Sarraute welcomed Comp- 
ton-Bumett 's post-modernist challenge 
to the interior monologues of Joyce 
and Proust. 


What we think of it now: Patronised as an 
ailing relative of Jane Austen and 
Henry James. Despite Hilary Spur ling's 
intelligent biography. Compton-Bur- 
nert is a victim of senseless literary fash- 
ion. At the moment, A House and its 
Head is out of print 
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The hundred and one flirtations 


Flamboyant, ambitious and highly-sexed, Dodie Smith was 


more than just a shopgirl turned dog-lover. By «> Ho® 


Dear Dodie 


by Valerie Grove 
Chatto, £20 


F bom the beginning, \blerie 
Grove's book delights with 
detail. Dodie Smith’s 
Manchester childhood is 
replete with eccentric 
bachelor undes and aunts, 
and a grandmother who pub- 
lishes a polemic against “the 
enforced education of the 
masses”. The background is 
important, for in her most 
notably successful play. Dear 
Octopus, Dodie would recreate 
her family, “that dear octopus 
from whose tentacles we never 
quite escape". Throughout her 
life, Dodie strained between 
happiness and despair, and her 
enviably empathetic biographer 
states at the outset her subject’s ■ 
early “masochistic tendencies - 
creating miseries out of unusu- 
ally happy circumstances”. 

It was a propensity for self- 
anatyss which would undermine 
the principal successes of her 
life. Endlessly documenting her 
travels in morocco-bound jour- 
nals, Dodie refused to let things 
just happen; they needed to be 
examined under the microscope. 
“I'm convinced it’s hopeless to 
start out as the heroine of every- 
thing one writes," she wrote, but 
this was indeed the case. And, 
like her heroines, independence 
determined Dodie's existence. 
She represents a particular type 
of literary woman born in the 
late 19th or early 20th-centuiy: 
emancipated by the First World 
War; van-talented, vivacious, 
ambitious and sexually liber- 
ated. 

Valerie Grove beautifully 
evokes the period in which her 
heroine's adventures are set: 
her provincial experiences in 
the theatre after Rada, touring 
towns filled with theatres as yet 
unconverted to cinemas, with 
fellow aspiring actresses all 
named Bunty, Boogie or Boo. 
The unbeautiful, diminutive 
Dodie stood out. if only for her 



her Essex cottaseafwnio, 


the Disney film 


eccentric dress, sporting a turban 
with an lS-inch feather to give 
her extra height. 

Despite, or perhaps because 
of her plainness, Dodie was 
determined to take advantage of 
a newly- permissive era: a series 
of lieutenants and theatre agents 
represented a melodrama of her 
own making, ail duly written up 
in the journals. In such danger- 
ous flirtations, she was “a rather 
daring adventuress” when feel- 
ing good about herself, “a nasty, 
silly creature” when abashed by 
how far she would go in search 
of sensation. Dodie's eventual 
deflowerer was Norman Mac- 
Dermott, who ran the Everyman 
Theatre in Hampstead. She 
sought seduction in his Cam- 
den Town flat, but found the 
experience unsatisfactory; 
when it was over, she couldn't 
bear to ask for the loo, and 
had to walk to Tottenham > 
Court Road to use one in a * 
cafe' which was full of ; 
dwarves. It was an V 


episode so surreal that her later 
friend (and literary executor) 
Julian Barnes considered using 
it in a novel, but thought it 
might be too unbelievable. 

Having given up acting, Dodie 
went to work at Heal's furniture 
store, where she set her sights on 
Sir Ambrose Heal himself. She 
became the boss's mistress, at 
the same time pursuing a stead- 
ier relationship with a fellow 
assistant. Alec Beesley, with 
whom she would Live for ten 
years before marking. It was a 
flagrantly permissive act as she 
had meantime become Britain's 
most successful female play- 


wright. The Tyrolean romance of 
Autumn Crocus was raucously’ 
received on its first night, and 
followed by a string of deco- 
rously daring dramas, as Dodie 
was acclaimed as “shopgirl 
turned playwright”. Her dra- 
matic career peaked with the 
now perennial Dear Octopus. 
but that play's “end of an epoch” 
quality signalled a curtain on the 
inter-war period, and on Dodie's 
career. In 1939, she decamped to 
America in deference to 
Beesley s conscientious objec- 
tions. and bineriv regretted the 
move ever after, attributing her 
subsequent lack of dramatic suc- 
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cess to having missed wartime 
Britain and the “copy” it would 
have furnished 
In Hollywood Dodie made a 
lot of money out of writing 
scripts, and became intimate 
with John van Druten and 
Christopher Isherwood. Her 
relationship with these two gay 
writers is illuminating. Van 
Druten was an appalling ideas- 
thief. stealing unashamedly front 
Dodie and Isherwood both: she 
eventually grew tired of his pla- 
giarism; ways* Her friendship 
with Isherwood Lasted, despite 
being endangered by Isher- 
wood’s penny-pinching and his 
boyfriend greedy consumption 
at her supper table. Isherwood 
encouraged Dodie to drop her 
letter-writing and get on with 
with her first novel, I Capture the 
Castle . Inspired by the lives of 
the Tennant sisteis. Laura and 
Margot, it was a perfect flight of 
fancy. Mitfbrdesque and yet 
with Joyce and Proust as 
— ^ its “forefathers”, the result 


of Dodie’s desire to becomc a . 
“serious writer”. Th at 
was superceded by a spotty dog 
and an inordinate (some wouW , 
say indecent) Icweofanun^fo 
jq 34 ^ Dodie received a natbox - 
containing a Dalmatian puppy* .. 
black and white to match her 
HeaJs interior. Pongo proved a . 
photogenic accessory, posing 
decora tively m the theatre stalls 
(until one day the seat folded m . 
on the hapless pup). 

H is a mark of Grove s good 
writing that even the roost cyn- 
ical readers will find thems elves 
caught up in the emotional highs 
and lows of Dodie’s doggy obses-. 
sion. It was the source of the one . 
work for which she will be. 
remembered: Vie Hundred and 
One Dalmatians ( 1954) was bom 
out of a remark bv an actress 
friend who thought Dodie’s lat- 
est puppy “would make a aloe 
fur coat". The novel would keep 
Dodie in the manner to which 
she had become accustomed: a ; 
scriptwriter friend sent it to 'Whir 
Disney, and knowing he would 
never read the whole- book;, 
directed him to the scene in 
which the fugitive puppies dis- 
guise themselves in soot Disney 
bought the rights for $25,000. 

The rest is history, though for 
Dodie. it meant a slow but dec- 
orative rural decline in her Essex 
cottage at Finchingfield, increas- 
ingly cut off from foe human 
world and surrounded instead by 
dogs, pigeons, feral cats and 
mice ( though she did conceive a: 
late passion for the Beatles' 
Sergeant Pepper album). The 
immortality of her book is con- 
firmed tty news that a live action 
remake of Dalmatians is on its 
way. to foe disgust of the British 
Dalmatian Club who fear that 
renewed popularity of the breed 
will weaken its genes. I’m afraid 
Valerie Grove’s utterly delight- 
ful book will do. foe Club no 
favours, either. 


Nazi in a nightdress 


The German prima donna was a strategic fan of the Third Reich. Even her salary was arranged by Goebbels. Dermot Clinch investigates 


R arely can so unadventurous 
an analysis of artistic success 
have been offered as in foe 
preface to this biography. “Two 
words’’ explain the rise of Elisa- 
beth Schwarzkopf to the top of 
her profession, we are solemnly 
told. And those words are ‘tal- 
ent'and ‘ambition’. Schwarzkopf. 
80 last year, “nurtured the seed 
of talent which had been bom in 
her, willed it to flower through 
sheer, determined hard work, 
and sought no alternatives in life 
except those that would help it 
bloom even more richly.” 

It’s a fine, floral tribute. The 
phrase “sought no alternatives", 
though, smacks of euphemism. 
Schwarzkopf's talem can be 
taken for granted; but she 
wouldn't have got where she did 


without being bloody-minded 
with it. In Die Fledcrmaus in Paris 
in 1943, Schwarzkopf damaged 
the scenery with a flying shoe 
after being demoted to a non- 
singing role. In Berlin with the 
Deutsche Oper, the young 
soprano impressed with her 
insouciance as much as her voice. 
“I'm still in my night-dress”, 
came the mid-morning phone- 
call, as she excused herself from 
rehearsal. The “night-dress 
excuse” became something of a 
joke in Berlin musical life. 

For their part, the manage- 
ment of the opera house scrawled 
"ungrateful and lacking in 
respect'’ on her official reports. 
Even so. Schwarzkopf got ahead. 
She knew which side her bread 
was buttered, as Alan Jefferson 


Elisabeth Schwarzkopf 
by Alan Jefferson 
Gollancz, £22.50 


who admires his subject, regret- 
fully informs us. In 1935, aged 20, 
Sch iva/zkopf cn rolled as Fhhrerin 
in the Nazi Students' Association. 
In 1939 she became a full mem- 
ber of foe Nazi party, swearing on 
oath that she had no taint of Jew- 
ish blood. In 1942, and no doubt 
well before, she was signing her 
letters “Heil Hitler!” 

The singer’s contracts show 
the President of the Reichs- 
musikkammer himself, Goebbels, 
taking personal care of Schwarz- 
kopfs salary. Later Goebbels 


employed her as an actress in his 
film industry, and a carefully 
vague suggestion hints that their 
relationship may have been even 
closer. Certainly Schwarzkopf 
knew there was shame attached 
to her past. lying repeatedly about 
it ro the allied authorities. 

How handy it is ro have friends 
in high places is a theme of this 
book. Herbert von Karajan was 
Schwarzkopfs protector. Even 
more importantly so was her 
husband. Walter Legge. record- 
ing manager of her company, 
HMY and their relationship gave 
rise to some of the great record- 
ings of lieder and opera of foe last 
fifty years. Legge, a ‘streetwise' 
Londoner of great musical acu- 
men, went to Austria and Ger- 
many immediately after the war 


to sign up the best artists, Nazi or 
otherwise, for his company. He 
found no dishonour in promoting 
von Karajan long before the con- 
ductor was cleared of Nazi entan- 
glements. 

Ultimately, of course, it was 
neither Legge nor her own some- 
times suspect nous, that saw to 
Schwarzkopf’s success. Her musi- 
cality was huge, even if her voice 
wasn’t. Her husband nurtured her 
critical intelligence, dictating her 
interpretations precisely, until 
her scores were thick with red 
directions to herself and her. 
singing sounded sometimes man- 
nered. Not that foe seems to have 
lacked self-confidence, though: 
foe flipside of severe self-criticism 
was severe self-admiration. Par a 
Desert Island Discs programme 


in 1958, seven put of eight of 
Schwarzkopfs choices were 
recordings of her own voice. 

In the end, though, tiiogr^ihies 
of singers, like biographies of 
Bordeaux chateaux, are pale 
reflections of the real thing, % usmgr 
a language which is often just as 
curious and inbred. The ringer's 
voice will, one knows, be termed - 
at some point “foe instrument”. 
Recording wifi be upped a notch 
and get called “committing to 
disc”. Statements about star quaf- . 
ity (“which you either possessor - 
you don't”) will find their way in. 
Connoisseurs are this book’s only . 
possible readership, for whom ail 
foe scandal and foe nice, ’retro- 
spective distinctions will be a 
thrill. To anyone else the advice ' 
is simple. Don’t read. Just listere - 


Lanterns and lovers on a passage to Paris 


Audiobooks 


Man Barnes is always an intelligent writer, but his new stories are secy and affectionate tea By Michele Roberts 



Whisky Galore . 
read by Stanley Baxter . 
The Dark Roora 
read by Saskia Wickham 


C rossing foe Channel has long 
signified for English people 
our version of passage rites, 
initiation into the grown-up plea- 
sures of good food’ and wine, 
sophisticated sex, witty conversa- 
tion, and a different way of life, 
to be eagerly anticipated or 
dourly sniffed at depending on 
our particular blend of puritanism 
and nationalism . Our ambiva- 
lence about the crossing has 
inspired many a sub-plot in our 
literature, has created many a 
corni-tragic character, pulled in 
both directions at once. 

The Channel crossing can also 
stand as a fine example of foe 
imagination at work. We throw 
out our mind-Iassoes into foe 


unknown, and rope in creatures 
whose names we don’t know, who 
introduce a touch of wildness 
into our minds. We voyage into 
the darkness and take risks, all for 
the sake of adventure. We leara 
lo speak new languages. We allow 
ourselves, in the hurly-burly of 
forgiveness, to be transformed. 
This is a daily, human necessity, 
not confined to writers or lovers. 

Julian Barnes's new book of 
stories functions like a gift, to 
remind us of this. His writing 
demonstrates the billowing light- 
ness of imagination, like a magi- 
cal tent suddenly springing up, 
and also the desire to observe veiy 
closely and learn about the 


Cross Channel 
by Julian Barnes 
Cape, £13.99 


beloved object, as though seeing 
it for the first time. Reading these 
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it for the first time. Reading these 
stories, you perceive and love 
France afresh. 

This is the Barnes book I've 
most enjoyed. It’s characterised 
by the intelligence, irony and wit 
you associate wiih his writing, but 
is also suffused with feeling, 
deeply seasoned with affection. 
The relaxed but total confidence 



Julian Barnes: pu njouismee 


of foe story-telling is expressed 
through foe’ narrators he employs. 
Whether first or third person, 
ruefully amused or compassion- 
ately involved, they arc in 


complete command of foeir fic- 
tional worlds, well-travelled in 
the land of words, urbane, not 
given to showing-off, adept at 
puns, fond of jokes. Rather 
English, in fact. 

His theme allows Barnes a 
wide variety of voices. Being able 
to speak French comes to 'stand 
for possessing the talent of a ven- 
triloquist. plus the visionary sym- 
pathies of a seer. Barnes seems 
just as happy giving voice to a 
17th-century heretic in the peas- 
ant scvictyof the Montagne Noire 
as he does to a 19th-century bour- 
geois doctor or an early 20th- 
century baker in the Marne. 

“Dragons", foe only story in foe 
collection to be narrated solely 
from the French point of view, 
gravely impersonates the silences 
and sufferings of the Huguenot 
villagers ser upon by the cruel for- 
eign soldiers employed by the 
Catholic church to enforce its 
doctrines. As the story opens, 
Pierre Chaigne is making a 
lantern whose four sides of glass 
are set upon runners. The 


stubborn heretic, bent on surviv- 
ing foe horrors visited upon his 
family, has also cut three pieces 
of beechwood the exact size of the 
panels of glass. When these were 
inserted, the flame would be cast 
in a single direction only. Pierre 
Chaigne puts foe pieces of beech- 
wood at one end of his worksheet 
At the end of the stoiy. in which 
he speaks only once to ask why , 
he takes his lantern, inserts the 
pieces of beechwood, then follows 
foe light of his truth: “The yellow 
beam of his lamp reached trem- 
blingly towards the forest, where 
the other obstinate ones waited 
for him to join them in prayer." 
This beautiful and moving story 
works through simplicity and 
understatement, its brutal facts 
calmly set down. 

Barnes can be very funny too. 
The charming tale of Uncle 
Freddy’s embroilment in the prac- 
tical sex research of the Surreal- 
ists uses French puns and misun- 
derstandings to give several twists 
lo the old double standard which 
used lo insist that only men were 


curious to experience lots of dif- 
ferent lovers. The delicious Aunt 
Kate, not quite as pure as Freddy 
likes to make out, may. we gather, 
have had the last of several 
laughs. The sexiest writing is 
nearly always comic at the same 
time, thus saving itself from pur- 
ple prose. This story is a star 
example. It detonates in the 
reader’s imagination just after its 
closing lines. Pure jouissance. 

Barnes writes about women 
with interest, tenderness and 
sympathy, as being truly the 
friends of men. He gets close up 
to his women characters in an 
affectionate and relaxed way. 
These qualities are exquisitely 
demonstrated in my favourite 
story. “Hermitage” concerns both 
wine-making and the retreat from 
the world. Florence and Emily 
find their joy in the Medoc, set- 
ting up borne with each other and 
rescuing the vineyards of a 
chateau fallen on hard times. 
The denouement, both sweet and 
sexy, is like the Song of Songs 
crossed with Colette. Encore. 


T fr abridge or not to abridge? I had 
no problem at all with the short-, 
ened version of Ommirm 


m ini wnn me snort-. 

ened version of Compton Macken- 
zie's Whisky Galore (BBC Radio 
Collection, £7.99). It gives far more of 
foe original than foe film did, and, 
read by Stanley Baxter with a 
Hebridean lilt so authentic that it had 
me pining for a ceilidh, it provided 
more smiles per mfle than any tape 
I’ve so far test-driven. 

But the abridged version of The 
Dark Room, the most recent of . . 
Minette Walters's macabre thrillers 
(Hodder Headline, £7.99) is a dis- 
aster. Although very well read by ■ 
Saskia Wickham, the severe prun- 
ing of the subplots, red herrings 
and carefully laid clues does no jus- 
tice to Walters's consummate skill 
m plotting, and the sudden • 
denouement left me quite bewil- 
dered. In this case, ir’s worth going 
the whole horrific hog, and quaking 
with fear to the excellent fojj- . - ; 
length version read by. the very : 
vocally versatile Patricia GaUimbrc 
(Soundings. £37.95) 
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Bye-bye; baby 

A kidnapped child, a deal with God and lots of 
Irish guilt. D.J. Taylor reads a striking debut 


M aiy Morrissey’s first novel is 
a tnptych on the theme of 
the divided self. Based on 
the ancient fictional conceit 
of the stolen child, it exam- 
ines the event from the point 
oi view of the kidnapper - a childless 
woman, inevitably enough - the 
mother, and the child itself. Each pro- 
tagonist comes weighed down with a 
substantial freight of sinister interior 

baggage. 

For Irene, who stalks purposefully 
“JJJ a Belfast maternity ward and 
abstracts the contents of an unguarded 
cot. the roots of obsession lie in illness. 
Struck down with TB at the age of 18, 
six years in a gruesome sanitorium, 
survivor of a ghastly operation which 
seems only a parody of caesarian sec- 
tion, she emerges as’the wife of a silent, 
credulous man named S tanl y first 
encountered over his mother’s death- 
bed. Stanley turns out to be impotent; 
neighbourly gossip is increasingly cen- 
sorious. No objection having been 
raised to the baby who arrives in 
Irene’s charge one afternoon, the two 
conceal the theft for four years, until 
a revenant from the old hospital days, 
calling by chance on his rounds as a 
travelling salesman, guesses the truth 
and calls the police. 

The story shifts to Rita, mother of 
“Baby Spain'’ {the case becomes a 
national cause celebre), a gauche and 
impressionable teenager whose infat- 
uation with a likely-looking cinema 
usher results in pregnancy and a forced 
marriage. Psychologically unbalanced 
even before the trauma of the empty 
cot, conducting her life through a 
series of divine bargains (“he could 
even take Mel if she could have her 
baby back!*’), Rita takes up ballroom 
dancing and conceives a second child 
with her demure Italian instructor. 
Her husband's death in a bungled 
terrorist execution is a working-out of 
the spiritual contract. Even so, when 
the authorities arrive with news of the 
baby, Rita’s guilt-ridden response is to 
scream, “I haven't done anything!”. 

Something more of Rita's embattled 
character and capacity for deception is 
revealed in the rnonlogue of her daugh- 
ter, which takes up the novel's third 
section. Brought up to believe in the 
existence of a “lost" third baby, Maiy 


Mother of Pearl 
by Mary Morrissey 
Cape, £9.99 


recreates her sister as “Jewel," a famil- 
iar who accompanies her through ado- 
lescence. Married to a police photog- 
rapher, Mary discovers Jewel to be 
infinitely preferable to the real foetus 
in her womb and does something very 
unfortunate with a knitting needle. 

Morrissey’s eerie taste for back- 
street Grand Guignol informs several 
of the strokes in her 1993 collection. 
A Lazy Eye (Vintage. £5.99 1. Awash 
with menstrual blood and symbolic 
denouements, they reach a macabre 
height in “Rosa,” which climaxes in the 
subsitution of a real baby for the 
ornament of a department store crib 
immediately before closing time on 
Christmas Eve. Like the stories. Mother 
of Pearl is variable in quality. Part One, 
while excellent on the ground-down 
atmosphere of the TB hospital is 
over-written; Pari Two, by contrast, 
seems an immensely subtle psycho- 
logical portrait; while the first person 
narrative of Part Three is a touch 
clumsy and prone to let too many cats 
out of what is by now a crowed men- 
tal bag. 

One sees what Morrissey is trying to 
do in some of her more fervent pas- 
sages, and the kind of symbolical fan- 
fares to which she aspires, but the 
result sometimes verges on the effort- 
ful. Thus, when Irene journeys to the 
hospital. “The bus was a beast driven. 
It buckled and swayed, wipers clinging 
gamely to its snout. Granitefleld stood 
in a stretch of grizzled countryside, 
seeping grey stone.. .giving way to 
barred, teeth-like windows. A few 
trees rose supplicant from the dun- 
coloured fields^.” To balance this is a 
densely evoked Irish atmosphere of 
rain, tension and unhappiness, with 
The Troubles always lurking danger- 
ously in the background. Mother of 
Pearl won a Lanncm Award ($50,000 
and no questions asked) on its recent 
publication in America, but for the 
moment it is easier to discern promise 
than accomplishment. 




-A carved wooden bust, sightless eyes and unfeasible amounts of headgear greet the visitor 
to Lawrence Darrell's boose on the edge of Sotmiueres is the sooth of FraBCa, whither be 
moved io 1965 to wrfe and paint and play jazz piano, ft’s one of a hundred entrancing 
photographs by Erica Leonard in ‘Writers' Houses' by Francesca PrereoJf-Droolers pub- 
lished just before ftristmas (Cassell, £25) and feats res the dreamily luxurious domestic 
interiors of 20 authors, from Karen Bfixen’s severe Danish manor bouse to Yeats’s biesssd 
and beautiful Thoor Balfytee. Ttmj the pages and die of envjt 


Falling in love with the 
High Table heroes 

Susie Boyt reads a first novel by a noted academic in 
which even the minor characters have PhDs 


B arbara Hardy. Professor Emeritus 
at Birkbeck College and Hon- 
orary Professor at University Col- 
lege. Swansea. has achieved interna- 
tional acclaim for her pioneering 
studies of Victorian fiction and for her 
work on the novels of Jane Austen. 
It comes as little surprise that her first 
novel is an intensely literary affair. 

London Lovers is a richly textured, 
multi-layered unfolding of a life 
devoted to love and work. It follows 
the professional and romantic career 
of Florence Jones, from young Welsh 
bride to London sophisticate, from 
student to professor of Hng. lit. The 
book has a loose structure, spilling out 
episodes, observations and memories, 
constantly turning on itself as it 
weaves from future to present to past 
with no obvious rationale, except 
perhaps a commitment not to exclude 
anything, a form of openness which 
makes the experiences described 
seem unusually authentic. 

After a modest upbringing in 
South Wales in the Thirties, where 
her aunt refuses to re3d her a bed- 
time story because she is “no 
scholar", Florence marries Charlie 
Jones, the boy next door (their wed- 
ding breakfast consisted of “Sherry 
and port and beer and ham sand- 
wiches’’). finishes her thesis and 
gains an academic post at London 
University. In her new milieu, friends 
and lovers meet on lecture tours, at 
High Table, at conferences and at 
academic parties where the Lowells 
and the Spenders are glimpsed. This 
is a novel in which even the minor 
characters have PhDs. Gradually 
Florence takes on some of the char- 
acteristics of her new worldly envi- 
ronment, displaying a cool detach- 
ment towards herself and her own 
behaviour, treating her life as a form 
of experimental text, having a go at 
infidelity to see what it feels like, 
casually allowing her marriage to fail, 
not because it is a bad one but 
because the idea of being married no 
longer seems to suit her. She moves 
in with a lacklustre man (“He was 
quite a good mathematician I was 
told, but kepi his intellect for his 
maths") but comes back to Charlie 
and attempts to mend the marriage 
with children. 


London Lovers 
by Barbara Hardy 
Peter Owen, £15.50 


Yet ualike many of the women in 
the novels she studies, marriage is not 
an ending for Florence, but a false 
start. Her realisation that she does 
not wish ro be married gives her a 
new beginning, so that by the time 
she meets Mick Solomon, distin- 
guished American academic and hus- 
band of the invalid “horrible Ellen", 
she is able to build herself the kind 
of permanent love affair that allows 
her an intense and passionate 
involvement while maintaining a bed 
of her own. 

Hardy's novel veers between a 
gossipy ease and surprising and aus- 
tere moments of intimacy: Flo- 
rence's meeting of the new Mrs 
Jones for the first time at the hos- 
pital bedside when Charlie is dying; 
her poignant examination of the 
effect of the death of the old love on 
the life of the new love affair. The 
impact of each man shapes Flo- 
rence’s attitude towards the other. 
“Siabod was Charlie’s favourite 
mountain. The very idea of Mick 
having a favourite mountain was 
ludicrous," she tells us. 

At regular intervals throughout the 
book, Florence refers to an unfin- 
ished novel she wrote years before, 
about the same set of characters in 
which she used her husband's mid- 
dle name for the surname of her 
lover and left out her spinster aunt 
who had gone into service.These 
references give the actual text an e»dd 
sort of integrity, creating the sense 
that what she did choose to write is 
especially deliberate. We might have 
had to settle for a version in which 
Aunt Mary was left out because her 
life was too sad, but we were unde- 
ceived at the last moment. This 
device raises questions about the 
kind of treatment experience has to 
undergo in order that it can become 
fiction. More than a passionate 
telling of two different wavs of lov- 
ing, this is a novel about writing. 



Paperbacks & 

Reviewed by Emma Hagestadt and Christopher Hirst 



The Lost Dreasures of Troy 
by Caroline Moorefaead 
(Phoenix, £10.99) 

Absorbing biography of Heinrich 
Schliemann, who set the world 
agog in the 1860s by unearthing a 
golden hoard in Asia Minor. It 
was from the legendary city of 
Troy - though the discoveries pre- 
dated Helen by 1000 years. 

Despite his brutal excavation 
methods, Schliemann was 
acclaimed ‘"father of pre-history” . 
Held as Russian booty in 1945, the 
artifacts are only now reappearing. 


❖ 



The Orange "free by Carlos 
Fuentes (Picador, £6.99) 

Whether it’s the Spanish in 
Mexico, the Romans in Spain, or 
the Californians in Acapulco, 
Carlos Fuentes loves the historical 
complications thrown up when 
iwo worlds collide. Four 
ihematicallv-reiaied novellas in 
which Aztec kings, Hollywood 
stars, and e' en Marks & Spencer 
sales assistants, sraik the Wood- 
red horizon with equal gravitas. 



It Came from Memphis by Robert 
Gordon (Seeker. £9.99) 

Fruity, irresistible yarns about 
unsung heroes of the rock and roll 
city, ranging from blues legend 
Funy Lewis, supplied with 
whiskey by the author in breaks 
from school, to wrestler Sputnik 
Morgan (catchphrase “HI jump in 
the air and shit in your hair"). 
Lynchpin of the local music scene 
is Jim Dickinson, who opines: 
“Hits are in baseball, singles are in 
bars and your royalty lives in a 
castle in Europe." 



Coconuts for the Saints by Debra 
Spark (Faber, £&99) 

Set in the candy-coloured streets 
of old San Juan. Sandrofo’s bakery 
is the town’s meeting place for 
those with a romantic turn of 
heart. Bal for the baker's triplet 
daughters, Tata, Melone and 
Beatriz, a life sandwiched between 
coconut kisses and shell-shaped 
cookies leaves much to be desired 
A first novel it's hard not to like: 
everyone and everything in it 
tastes so good. 



The State We’re In by Will Hutton 
(Vintage, £7.99) 

Richly meriting its success, this 
book is a tonic. Hutton starts with 
an informed tour d ’horizon citing 
the short-termism and pocket- 
lining which characterise our 
market economy. Worst of all is 
the idea that high unemployment 
is immutable. The solution is 
Keynes's “cooperative capitalism" 
along with constitutional reform. 
Hutton's cheering view is that 
Britain has “a remarkable chance 
to change itself". 



Making it Work: Women, Change 
and Chall enge in the 1990s by Sue 
Innes (Chatio, £10.99) 

A woman shepherd may have won 
One Man and his Dog, Star Trek 
may have divested itself of 
gendered language, and Kirsty 
VVark may front Newsnight, but, 
wonders Scottish journalist Sue 
Innes, have women's lives really 
changed for the better in the last 
25 years? Most women (who are 
probably too overworked to read 
this book) will already know the 
answer. 


Who’s reading whom? 



Eccentrics by David Weeks and 
Jamie James (Phoenix, £6.99) 

This entertaining defence of the 
zany combines academic research 
and journalistic anecdotes. Some 
stories are familiar, such as 
Bemers’s pastel-dyed doves and 
Firbank consuming a single pea at 
a banquet, but did you know that 
director Ed Wood wore a pink bra 
and panties throughout his war 
service? Eccentrics turn out to be 
less mad than the norm, but this 
book fails to explain why they tend 
to be extremely right-wing. 



Jack the Modernist by Robert 
Gluck (Serpent’s Tail, £8.99) 

With chapter-titles that sound like 
they’ve come out of a Woody 
Allen film - “My friend Bruce 
gave a housewarming party”, or 
“Saturday began with a letter from 
Brian” - Robert Gluck’s new 
novel tells how Bob falls for Jack 
(his red chamois shin, gyroscopic 
nipples and herbal toothpaste), 
and how it all ends in tears in 
Leon’s Soul Food restaurant. 



NORMAN 

LEWIS 


Voices of the Old Sea by Norman 
Lewis (Picador. £5.99) 

Though first published in 1984. 
this wonderful book recalls a 
period just after the war when 
Lewis lived in a poor fishing 
community in north-east Spain. 
Reticent, dignified and austere, 
the villagers clung to old way's, 
improvising blank verse and 
observing medieval rituaL But this 
ancient idyll was doomed. The 
barbarian, clutching suntan oil. 
was at the gate. Keen-eyed and 
pellucid, it is Lewis's finest work. 


❖ 



The Wig My Father Wore by Anne 
Enright (Minerva. £6.99) 

The man who appears on Grace's 
doorstep asking for a cup of tea 
turns out to be an angel - an angel 
with a celestial smile and a 
glittering crotch. Hl* paints her 
walls white, fills ihe cupboards 
with Angel Delight and hovers 
comfortingly above her head as 
she sleeps. He even takes a kindly 
interest in her dying father's w ig. 
One of Ireland's more surreal 
offerings. 


Stephen Bayley, 
design and style 
guru, is picking 
his way through 
the debris of two 
tumbled 
reputations of 
the 20th century 



I find myself reading two books 
that have a curious similarity: 
Kenneth S. Lynn's Heminyyi-ay 
(Harvard) and Richard Webster's 
Why Freud Was Wrong 
(HarperCollins). Both of them not 
so much deconstruct as demolish 
the reputations of their subjects. 
Hemingway, the tough-bul- 
sensilive hero with a cause, 
becomes a craven braggart, 
capable of facing builets but 
incapable of facing up to himself. 
Freud, who told us to know 
ourselves, traduced science in a 
self-serving quest to find data to 
support his whimsical and smutty 
convictions about the sources of 
behaviour.When figures of the 
stature of Hemingway and Freud 
are so icily scrutinised, you wonder 
about our contemporary need to 
disinherit ourselves. That’s why 
they’re .such good books. 


Reader offer 


T he Poetry Book Society was 
founded’in 1953 by T S Eliot to 
encourage the an and publishing of 
poetry. Under the successive 
chairmanship of Eliot, Stephen 
Spender, Ted Hughes and Philip 
Larkin the society has blossomed 
and grown - and set up in 1993 an 
annual prize in its founder's name - 
but the basic format of membership 
remains unchanged. Members 
receive four new poetry books each 
year, selected by the PBS, receive a 
> quarterly Bulletin and arc offered 
| 61) new titles at substantial discount, 
j Craig Rainc is of the opinion that 
j the PBS offers “the best 
I introduction to British poeny I can 
think of." Independent readers have 
| an opportunity to join the Society at ! 
i a discounted rate of £20 1 members 
] pay £30l and the first 10 applicants I 
! wiil receive a complete set of brinks 
by the shortlisted poets for this 
year's TS Eliot Prize. To join, simply 
; ring the Poetry Book Society for a ! 
membership form (0181 87U 84(13) 1 

quoting “Independent Offer". j 



• ® • 
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Tbe railway/ 
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corridor 
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Keynes 
Photo: Nicky 
Wheeler 


Milton Keynes: wilder than you thought 

Yes, yes, there are concrete cows. But now MK is attracting birds, butterflies and otters. By Tony Kelly 


N icky Wheeler is a woman 
with a mission. She wants 
otters to return to Milton 
Keynes. 

You might think that 
the closest you would get 
to wildlife in Milton Keynes would 
be the much-ridiculed sculpture of 
concrete cows, but you would be 
wrong. Since development began 
in the Sixties 400 acres of wood- 
land have been planted; a fifth of 
the city is taken up by green 
space. 

There are more species of 
wildlife in Milton Keynes than 
there were 30 years ago. “I saw a 
deer and a pheasant on my way to 
work today,” says Nicky, “and 
people in city-centre offices see 
hares leaping out of hedges.” 

As for otters: “They used to be 
here years ago, and you still find 
them on the Ouse in Bedford and 
Buckingham, so I’m sure they!! be 
back soon,” Nicky enthuses. 
“Otters travel long distances to 
find mates, but they need quiet 
areas to hide and rest along tbe 
way, among bramble or scrub or 
beneath overhanging trees. A lot 
of trees have been cut down on 
the riverbanks, leaving fewer 
areas for otter holts. By building 
log holts on the river’s edge, cov- 
ered with branches like enor- 
mous bonfires, we can encourage 
oners to come back." 

Nicky is project officer for the 
Milton Keynes Wildlife Corridor 
Project, which aims to identify and 


protect corridors for wildlife 
throughout the city. A corridor is 
just what it says, a green link 
between larger areas of habitat It 
could be a river, stream or 
hedgerow, an embankment, a 
footpath or even a road. 

‘The best wildlife corridors are 
those which are continuous, and 
contain several different habitats 
to encourage different species," 
says Nicky. Most of these are in 
the city rather than the sur- 
rounding farmland, where inten- 
sive arable fanning has left islands 
of ancient woodland surrounded 
by fields. 

“Once habitats are isolated," she 
explains, “there are too many pres- 
sures on small wildlife communi- 
ties. Droughts, floods and fires can 
be disastrous and there is lowered 
resistance to disease because of in- 
breeding. Corridors enable plants 
and animals to colonise new sites 
if they fee! threatened. Foxes and 
badgers can move very quickly, but 
a corridor may have to support a 
butterfly community over several 
generations.” 

Not everyone is convinced, “it’s 
difficult to find proof that corri- 
dors work," says Dave Dawson of 
the London Ecology Unit, who 
has carried out a study of wildlife 
corridors for English Nature. 
“Some species need them, like 
frogs and toads who need wet and 
dry land at different times of year 
and wouldn’t survive in a pond 
surrounded by concrete. But it's 


probably only a minority of 
species - though probably those 
most in need of conservation. 

“As a scientist, I would like to 
see more research, to find out 
which species use them." 

Nicky Wheeler accepts the 
need for research but is impatient 
to act now. “The dormouse is in 
national decline," she says, “and 
has died out in Milton Keynes. 
They tend to move along the tops 
of hazel trees without coming 
down to ground, so they need a 
continuous line of treetops." 

Then there is the marbled white 
butterfly. A few years ago there 
was onfy one known site for it in 
the city, now there are several on 
the embankment beside the main 
London-to-Birmingharo rail line. 
“We think it has spread along the 
railway corridor” she says. 

The fust task in protecting cor- 
ridors is to identify them with the 
help of technology. “We began by 
looking at aerial photographs for 
an overview of where the green 
spaces are, then narrowed it down 
to exclude short-mown grass and 
non-native plantations - otherwise 
all of Milton Keynes could have 
been labelled green,” says Nicky. 

By way of illustration we look 
out of her office window in Camp- 
bell Park to see a neat cricket 
pitch, and green space as far as the 
eye can see. Yet we are only a mile 
from central Milton Keynes. This 
is a city with the fastest population 
growth in Britain - more than 40 


per cent in the Eighties - and the 
extra houses and cars all add to 
the pressures on wildlife. 

“WSe identified 21 key corridors, 
such as rivers, the Grand Union 
Canal, brooks, streams and the 
railway," Nicky continues. “1 
spent the long hot summer out of 
doors surveying the sites, to chart 
the main habitats - woodland, 
grassland and so on before putting 
the information on computer. 7 ' 

On the wall of her office I look 
at the result: a computerised map 
of the city superimposed with 
areas of habitat in different 
colours. You see a corridor of 
woodland beside a river, then 
you spot a gap which needs to be 
bridged. Funds and volunteers 
permitting, bridging these gaps is 
the next stage of the work. 

One of the key corridors lies 
along the Ouzel \hlley, much of 
it within one of the city's parks. 
We leave the car near the old vil- 
lage of Simpson and walk towards 
the river. We pass an old paddock, 
ancient hay meadows, wide dou- 
ble hedgerows and a lake covered 
in willow and reed beds, A pair of 
herons swoop over the lake as if 
on cue. “Come back in spring and 
the air will be thick with butter- 
flies,” promises Nicky. 

A few miles away, by the same 
river, we stand beside an old 
Roman road, now named the V4 
(V for vertical) in Milton Keynes’ 
grid system. It doesn't look 
promising - a boarded-up pub, a 


factory, a garden centre, sports 
fields. But even here there are 
things that can be done. “Those 
playing fields have cut grass all the 
way to the riverbank,” said Nicky. 
“Just moving them a few’ yards in 
could provide a hiding place for 
otters. And the riverbanks are too 
steep, like canals - they need to 
be gentler and wider. And that 
poplar plantation - if you mixed 
in some oak and ash you’d have 
more diversity.” She is like a 
detective, looking for dues wher- 
ever die goes. 

‘‘We've got the advantage in a 
new dty that green spaces were 
planned from the beginning, and 
development is still going on so we 
can influence it from the start" 
she says. “But I really think this 
can be used as a model for urban 
development elsewhere. Milton 
Keynes shows how you can start 
off with an intensively farmed 
landscape and create something 
much more diverse. Wouldn’t il 
be wonderful to have a national 
network of wildlife corridors? 

“It’s all about planning for 
diversity,” she adds, “and explain- 
ing to developers the need to 
maintain wildlife links. I think 
development can be used in a pos- 
itive way. There’s no automatic 
conflict between conservation and 
development" 

Milton Keynes Wildlife Corridor 

Project can be contacted on 

01908 201567. 


A little local trouble 

A weekly round-up 
of rural rumpuses 


A nd Teresa Gorman MP 
thinks she has problems 
with the planning author- 
ities. Spare a thought this 
week for 13-year-old Samson 
Greenhaigh, as he faces tbe 
next round of a war of words 
with East Dorset District 
Council in Wimbome. 

Four years ago, Samson 
began to buOd a tree-house - 
a wooden platform four feet 
off the ground and six-feet- 
square - on land belonging to 
his parents’ pub at Sixpenny 
Handley, Dorset; and for an 
only child who had just moved 
to the village, the “house” 
soon became an invaluable 
aid to making new friends. 
That is, until last September, 
when acting on a tip-off from 
residents of a neighbouring 
trailer park, the district coun- 
cil ordered him to seek plan- 
ning permission or demolish 
the structure. 

After protracted wrangling, 
the council has now hinted 
that a dash of green paint and 
a few structural changes may 
make the “house” acceptable. 
The catch? It looks likely to 
cost £160 in application fees. 
Next week: Tree-house Boy in 
Negative Equity Shock. 


He flattened the buildings, cut down the trees and left 
with a six-figure profit So why could no one stop him? 


A t the southern end of the 
Cotswokfs, spurs of hill 
run far out into the plain, 
with deep valleys striking 
back into the high ground 
between them. On one such 
spur there stood, until 
recently, an enchanting little 
group of buildings. 

Level fields crown the hill, 
and woods cloak its steep 
flanks, so that the tapering 
strip of farmland on top seems 
far removed from the world 
below. The only means of 
access for vehicles is a rutted 
track, which meanders a mfle 
or more from the interior. 

In this high and lonely set- 
ting. there was once a farm- 
yard. When I first knew it, 10 
years ago. a handsome barn 
stood at the upper end of the 
yard, more or less intact, and 
down the left-hand side ran a 
line of stables and cowsheds. 
At the bottom, forming pan 
of a third side, was a two- 
storey structure with a hayloft 
on the upper floor. 

The buildings were made 
of local stone, bleached to a 
pleasing light grey by years of 
wind, rain and frost. Walls of 
the same material divided 
the fields, forming wind- 
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breaks, and on one side of the 
farmyard, behind the stables, 

was a double column of 
splendid old beeches, whose 
silvery trunks matched the 
colout of the stone. 

The bam was still being 
used to store hay and straw, 
but the stables had fallen 
into decay. The yard was by 
no means suited to latter-day 
agriculture, being too small 
and too far away from any 
other centre of activity, and 
yet, even though it had no 
practical future, it formed an 
attractive feature. 

1 saw it as potentially a 
wonderful place in which to 
live. There were drawbacks, 
of course - no electricity, 
telephone line or mains water 


within miles, and no proper 
access. Almost certainly the 
local planning authority 
would have refused permis- 
sion to convert the bam into 
a house. All the same, the 
mere existence of the build- 
ings kept the dream alive. 

Then that 100-acre Nock of 
land changed hands. For sev- 
eral years the new owner tried 
to build a house, not around 
the bam, but on a virgin site a 
few hundred yards up the 
fields. Happily, he was frus- 
trated, not least by the feet that 
a rival landowner demanded 
an exorbitant amount of 
money for passage across an 
intervening neck of ground. 

Nothing, however, stopped 
him destroying the dilapi- 
dated old yard. First the bam 
was bulldozed out of exis- 
tence, the stone carted off 
and sold. Then the beeches 
were cut down. The sheds, 
stables and hayloft soon fol- 
lowed suit- Finally, as if to 
obliterate every trace, the 
new owner scooped up 
trailer-loads of soil and 
dumped them on (he site, lev- 
elling the earth to make the 
old yard part of the field. 
Today. one would hardly 


know that buildings or trees 
were ever there. 

The developer’s next step 
was to start demolishing the 
field walls and selling tbe 
stone. Tbe effect has been to 
open the hilltop to the winds 
and leave it looking like a 
Wasted prairie. Finally, be was 
able to sell the whole block of 
land at a grossly inflated price 
- £3,000 an acre, nearly dou- 
ble its agricultural worth. Hav- 
ing laid the hQl to waste, he left 
with a six-figure profit 

I am not suggesting that in 
any of this he broke the law. I 
merely point out that there 
seemed to be no means of 
stopping him. It makes me 
livid that for all our planning 
regulations, for all the plethora 
of protective bodies that now 
seek to preserve tbe country- 
tide, one man can wreck the 
landscape solely for gain. 

No matter that the hill lies 
within an Area of Outstand- 
ing Natural Beauty. No mat- 
ter that it is designated an 
Environmentally Sensitive 
Area. Part of its character has 
gone for ever - and the same 
thing is happening not just in 
my backyard, but over the 
length and breadth of Britain. 


A regular supply of 
different foods is what 
garden birds need to help 
them through the winter 



By Anna McKane 


r .,.jihs from the ChH® 1 ' 
mas table may make the 
^/difference between life 
and death for small birds at 
this time of year. So give that 
reproachful piece of Christ- 
mas cake at the back of the 
cupboard to those who really 

need it. . 

Cakes, puddings and old 
mince pies are all ideal for 

birds, as they contain nuts, fats 

and fruit. A regular supply of 
different foods is what garden 

birds need to help them 
through the winter, as Cans 
Harbard of tbe Royal Society 
for the Protection of Birds 
recently explained to me. 

Scattering a few crusts on 
the lawn when we remember 
is not going to be of much use 

and it is no surprise that those 

of us who do that see only 
sparrows and fat wood- 
pigeons. A variety of foods 
will attract a variety of birds. 

According to Mr Harbard 
it is important to put food out 
every day, first thing in the 
morning. The birds will soon 
learn to come for it at that 
time, and they will be able to 
feed without wasting too 
much energy, a major con- 
sideration when the weather 
is very cold. 

Grated cheese or cheese 
rind is good, so the remains 
of the Stilton can join the 
pudding. Hardened cooking 
fat, especially if some wild 
bird food is stirred into it 
while it is warm, is another 
favourite. Packets of wild bird 
mixture give a good variety of 
food, and peanuts in a dis- 
penser are useful at this time 
of year as they have a high fat 
content. 

Mr Harbard’s speciality of 
the house is chicken carcass, 
or chicken bones hung from 
the trees in the garden. Quite 
apart from the aesthetic con- 
siderations, it would have to 
be brought in at night, other- 
wise you might find you are 
providing for a family of rats. 
It is a hard world out there, 
but I for one draw the line at 
helping feathered friends by 
stringing up the bones of their 
dead cousins. 

A bird table provides safety 
from cats, and if properly 
designed will prevent squirrels 
from taking peanuts meant 
for tbe birds. You can build a 
platform on a post or in a tree, 
or a table can be bought by 
mail order from the RSPB or 
from a garden centre. Avoid 
the rather twee thatched cot- 
tage style, as the birds will 
remove the thatch to build 
nests. 

The. best ones have a plat- 
form for pieces of food, and 
a plastic or wire dispenser for 
nuts and seeds. The ones with 
roofs will stop the food going 
soggy. It should not be too 
small, (about three square 
feet is ideal), otherwise the 



birds will fight rather than 
feed. 

Make sure there s alwayk 
a supply of clean water, not 
just for drinking, but also for 
the birds to bathe in. They 
need to do this, even in the 
coldest weather, because, 
clean feathers provide better 
insulation. . 

A bird-friendly garden will 
also have berrying shrubs surii 
as holly, pyracantha- and 
berberis. Holly and other 
dense evergreens provide 
cover for small birdsjofpqst 
at night. . 

Now is also the time to 
think about nest boxes. They 
should be put in position 
soon, so that birds can get 
used to them, ready ibrwheri 
they start inspecting sites next 
month. 

There are two basic types: 
those with a small hole in the 
front are for tits, and those 
with an open front are for 
robins and wrens. There are 
also artificial house martin 
nests on the market, which, 
can be placed under the 
eaves. House mar tins can be 
difficult to please. They tend 
to nest in colonies, and certain 
types of bnck do not seenrto 
appeal to them. There is a 
theory that they prefer to nest 
under dark-painted eaves. 

Wrens will sometimes roost 
overnight in nest boxes during 
the winter, and 40 wrens have 
been sighted crammed into 
one nest box. They wffl nest in 
boxes, too, but as the male has 
to build three or four nests, 
and show them to his prospec- 
tive mate for her to choose 
from, the box may be aban- 
doned in favour of another 
site. It is a hard enough life for 
a small bird to find one suit- 
able site, let alone four. So it. 
is no wonder that, according 
to the RSPB, a wren has been' 
seen nesting in a pair of 
underpants on a washing line. 1 

The RSPB will send free ' 
information on looking - ■ 
after wild birds: RSPB, 

The Lodge, Sandy, 
Bedfordshire SG19 2DL 
Their marketing arm 
issues a free catalogue - 
which indudes details of . 
tables, nest boxes and 
food: RSPB, TO Box 54, 
Burton-upon-Trent, 
Staffordshire DEI 4 3LQ, 



READER S’ OFFER 


Kilnuirnock Willow 


£11.95 each Inc. P&P 

The dwarf Kilmarnock Willow, or miniature pussy 
willow, is a wonderful addition to any garden, 
especially smaller ones where space is precious. 

The furry buds open to golden catkins as the spring < 
progresses, followed by attractive grey-green 
foliage. 

Supplied at about four feet, the pussy willow wfl] not 
grow any higher but gets denser as the 
tree ages and should be shaped to your 
own requirements. 

Our offer is for one dwarf Kilmarnock 
Willow at £11-95 Inc. p&p and VAT. 


. * *• ,f *. r 
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HOW TO ORDER 


Ring 0161 431 6431 

CREDIT CARD HOTLINE (24 hours service) 
IMPORTANT 

Quote 'INC 116' when ordering. 

OR Complete the coupon quoting your 
AccessAfisa number or send with crossed 
cheque/postal Orders. NO CASH PLEASE. 

Tbs The Mepotad Kttoaraocfc WSow 09* 
PQBoz64, Sooth West District Office, 
Manchester Ml 6 9HY 


Ute deliver to addresses In the UK only. 

Please 3 Uwv 2 S days far defivoy 
Return wJtttn 7 days for refund tf mx completely 

satisfied. Offer is subject to awMtBy. 


iName 







— ftatcode.... 



JO: The Independent KOmaraock WBowOtta 
FO Box 6i South Wen DMrfd OtSce, Manchester 1116 HR 


Meeaewodme 

it* diequeff-O value & 


K&naniockWHIow@iirJ5e*di 

crossed & made payable 


Or tfebs my AC CESS/VBA account by the am o»«ii nf.c 
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Expiry Due 
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gardening 


The Newton Gokfngs’ problan? Their garden is concrete 


WORKSHOP By Anna Pavord 


0 “f Problem is a rather large 
slab of concrete which nos 
the base of a bam. h is 30yd x 
20yd. It is too large and thick 
to remove completely but wc 
want to plant the area it 
covers. This is a very windy, exposed 
site and we would like to fence the 
front area then hedge with something 
that would provide a Hind break. 

"We have thought of punching 
l nrough the concrete, removing some 
bos. filling the holes h ith compost to 
make raised beds. Whatever we do, it 
Hill have to be on a shoestring! U’e 
mcned here 14 months ago from a 
terraced house in east London which 
had a 30fi x 30fi back garden. This 
farm has 40 acres with at least 2 
acres of garden - potentially anyway, 
very little had been done before we 
came. Most of the plants we have 
now are cuttings from friends and 
family. Can you offer any advice?" 

Eileen Newton Golding, her husband, 
Chns, and their 11-year-old daughter, 
Charlie, live in a converted bam just 
south of the Ml in Northamptonshire. 
The approach is through a long 
avenue of limes, leading to the neigh- 
bouring farmhouse. I had imagined 
the concrete slab Ms Newton Golding 
mentioned in her letter as a fairly 
messy screed - the sort of DIY cob- 
ble covering that fanners often go in 
for to clean up a messy yard. In my 
mind's eye, I saw it excavated and bro- 
ken up to make a series of irregular 
island beds, with plants flowing out at 
the edges to disguise the rest of the 
concrete in between. 

The reality is rather less tractable. 
The concrete lies in front of the 
house, although at a lower level. It Is 
the first thing you see when you 
arrive, and you immediately recognise 
that it has been laid to last There are 
no peeling edges, no cracks, no little 
weak spots where you feel that with 
a twist of a crowbar you could start 
picking away the pie crust to reveal 
the meaty earth underneath. And 
would there be earth underneath? 
The concrete itself was at least four 
inches thick and it was likely, as it had 
lasted so well, that there would be a 
hideously well compacted layer, per- 
haps a foot deep, of hardcore under 
the top screed. 

The stone barn, well converted, sits 
on a plateau of ground with a roughly 
concreted drive running along its 
front The ground then slopes evenly 
down to meet the sea of concrete 
below. The Newton Goldings have 
dug this west-facing slope and planted 
it up with cuttings gathered from 
friends. Railway sleepers lodged 
across the slope show where steps will 
lead down from one level to the next 


It is a big area to plant as it runs the 
whole 30 yards of the concrete and is 
about seven feet wide. 

The neighbouring farmer needs 
access to the field on the right-hand 
side of the Newton Goldings' house 
and presently uses the narrow con- 
crete drive, which is very close to the 
house. But a rather better access, 
wider and with a less difficult turn in 
from the drive, could be provided 
along the bottom edge of the concrete 
carpet That would put the drive at the 
edge of the garden-to-be. Beyond is a 
paddock, which, as Ms Newton Gold- 
ing's letter explained, will eventually 
be fenced off from the garden proper. 

The old drive would have to be bro- 
ken up, of course, but that would not 
be such a daunting proposition. You 
can see from the way it is bowing that 
it is not as securely clamped to the 
earth as the lower concrete area. 
The new drive, at about 17ft wide, 
would take up one-tbird of the width 
of the concrete sea on Lhe lower level. 
What to do with the rest? 

The Newton Goldings have 
mulcbed their planted slopes with 
woodchip and, despairing of the sight 
of the concrete, had mulched over 
quite a lot of that, too. I’ve a sofa I 
treat in the same way; it's mulched 
with an Indian bedspread. It doesn't 
change the ghastliness of what is 
going on undernearh, but it slightly 
reduces the offence to the eye while 
you think about a long-term solution. 

“Do you play tennis?” I asked 
hopefully. The beautifully level con- 
crete would make a base for a hard 
court But they didn't Ms Newton 
Golding had thought of building up 
raised beds, using timbers to contain 
earth on top of the concrete. You 
would have to drill holes in the con- 
crete first so that the raised beds 
drained property. 

That was certainly an option, but 
would not I thought look right in this 
particular situation. You could do it 
in an enclosed yard, where the aims 
of a building shut you off to a great 
extent from the larger scene. Here, 
you look out from the house over the 
concrete to a lovely view beyond: the 
long lime avenue, gently undulating 
pasture, clumps of trees in the dis- 
tance. It is an essentially rural view. 
The raised beds would be too urban. 

The Newton Goldings also needed 
to think about the time they would 
have to garden intensively in this large 
area - still 30yd x 14yd, even with the 
drive taken off it. The garden area, as 
the letter made clear, is about two 
acres. Both Eileen and Chris Newton 
Golding still work in London and they 
have a great many animals to look 
after. Charlie's crofting aunt gave her 
a ewe lamb, which has spread to 


become a flock of 40. There are two 
heifers, two ponies, three dogs, cats 
and chickens. Chris Newton Golding 
gets up at five cvciy morning to sec 
to the animals before he goes to work. 
The stock will necessarily take prece- 
dence over the garden, and Ms New- 
ton Golding also wants a herb patch 
and a vegetable garden on the other 
side of the house, neither of them low- 
maintenance projects. Then there is 
the area at present occupied by the 
concrete track dose to the house, 
which calls out to be fairly intensively 
gardened. 

Fruit trees seemed to be the 
answer, planted in a fairly formal 
quincunx pattern, equally placed out 
over the area. They would provide a 
comfortable transition from garden to 
landscape and be beautiful To look at 
as well as productive. Proper fruit 
trees, grown as standards or half 
standards would also be tolerant of 
what might be fairly poor soil. They 
would also be sheltered by the hedge 
that the Newton Goldings intended 
putting in. 

But bow to get them planted? 
Well, you could, at a pinch, excavate 
holes six feet square, haul out the rub- 
bish, fill them with decent soil (there 
is plenty of muck to hand here) and 
plant in those, retaining the bark 
mulch on the concrete between the 
trees. 

That would not be my choice. The 
Newton Goldings say they are never 
going to move again in the whole of 
their lives. Even if it means taking out 
a loan, I would get rid of the concrete 
before attempting to plant the area. 
In the long term - and they are 
thinking long term - this is the only 
solution and JCBs shift concrete 
rather more competently than I can 
crush a sugar cube. If they check on 
local landfill sites, they might even 
find someone willing to cart it all away 
for them for nothing. 

A quick round up of demolition 
contractors in my own area (which 
may be less pricey than Northamp- 
tonshire) revealed that quotes varied 
widely. The most general figure 
quoted was £4 a square yard for 
breaking up and carting away con- 
crete. That would add up in the New- 
ton Goldings case to around £1,680. 

With the concrete out of the way, 
the Newton Goldings could seed the 
area around their fruit trees with a 
wildflower mixture that would suit the 
poor, rubbly soil. They could gaze out 
over tall grass and moon daisies con- 
tent in the knowledge that they had 
dealt with the root of the problem 
area. 1, too, need a JCB, to pluck the 
offending sofa out of the sitting- 
room. What would the demolition 
man quote for that I wonder? 


CUTTINGS 

According to the 
Guinness Book of 
Records the tallest 
pear in England is 
the 64ft monster . 

at Borde Hill, 
Haywards Heath, 
West Sussex 


Alan Mitchell, who died last 
nAugust, spent his entire life 
studying trees and built up an 
extraordinary database of 
information about record 
breaking trees; the tallest, the 
fattest, the oldest of a huge col- 
lection of different species. 
This material is now. organised 
into the Tree Register of the 
British Isles (TROBI) which is 
a registered charity set up to 
continue recording the trees of 
this country. TROBI has 
recently launched a memorial 
appeal to honour Alan 
Mitchell You can send cheques 
for the fund, made out to The 
TJree Register of the British 
Isles, to Pam Stevenson, 77a 
Hall End, Wootton, Beds 
MK43 9HP. 

Hetty Loving of Newport, Isle 
Dof Wight recently sent a pho- 
tograph of the biggest pear 
tree I have ever seen, which 
grows in her back garden. 
“When we moved here 28 years 
ago” she writes, “the only thing 
of any merit in the small, 
walled wilderness at the back 
was the pear tree. The trunk 
now has a circumference of 6ft 
at a height of one foot above 
the ground The pears look like 
a type of Conference, but are 
uneatable! It would be inter- 


esting to discover how old the 
tree is. We wonder if it might 
have been planted soon after 
the house was built in 1830. We 
are doing our best to maintain 
it We had some of the crown 
removed a few years ago and 
my husband has braced a cou- 
ple of the main upper limbs. 
Does anyone know a fatter 
pear tree "than this? According 
to the Guinness Book of 
Records the tallest pear in 
England is the 64ft monster at 
Borde Hill, Haywards Heath, 
West Sussex. The garden will 
be open daily this year from the 
16 March (10am-6pm). Admis- 
sion £2. 

The National Council for the 
I Conservation of Plants and 
Gardens has just published the 
1996 Directory of the national 
plant collections (price £2.95). 
Inside are details of where to 
find all the NCCPG collec- 
tions from abelia (Mr and Mrs 
Yeo at Pleasant View Nursery, 
Two Mile Oak, Nr Denbury, 
Newton Abbot, Devon) to 
yucca (C Smith. Spring View, 
10 Spring Dose, BurweU, Cam- 
bridge). There are essays on 
the fuchsia, the sweet pea and 
other flowers, a list of NCCPG 
group secretaries (there are 
groups in most counties) and 





Find out about Britain's tallest 


the British Isles 

news of local plant sales such 
as the one to be held by the 
Essex group on 21 April. at 
Marks Hall Estate from 11am- 
4pm. For more details of the 
sale phone 01376 561217. The 
Directory is available from 
bookshops or direct (price 
£3.50 to include postage and 
packing) from the NCCPG at 
The Pines, Wisley Garden, 
Woking, Surrey GU23 6QP. 
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To advertise in this section 
please call the Gardening Team 
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What to do with a concrete block? Eileen, Chris and Charfie Newton Golding in their 'garden' 


Photograph: Keith Dobney 


travel • overseas 


Overseas Travel 


Holidays Afloat I Motoring Holiday 



Independent Traveller’s World 


Essential for planning your next trip 


Bristol • 

Watershed Media Centre 
19-21 Jan ‘96 

• Inspirational travel companies 
• Big free talks programme 
A team of travel guides for advice & ideas 
• Huge amounts of travel information 




REAL HOLIDAYS 

RAMBLERS OASIS NORTHWOOD 


Onr fiftieth yew of organising 
walling and intcrestmc 
sghiscang bobdays from lhe 
Lair Dairict through Europe 
and all over lhe worid. Snail 
eaojncd parties, easy trips, 
tough ones. cms-conntry skiing 
loo The 1996 programme has 

]4(i holidays - your biggest 

problem wQJ be choosing which 
one! 


Oar new programme for ihe 
twenties lo mid thirties Tor those 
who love to roam the lulls, 
apkxr iiueresing places, 
conquer peaks, enjoy a tittle 
adventure or even less hardy 
holidays. Small escorted ponies 
in Europe. Napol. the Americas, 
more than thirty holidays to 
choose from. 


Our programme in association 
with The London Bible College, 
holidays for Christians. A 
variety of interesting holidays, 
some walking, beautiful places, 
refreshing devotions, great 
company in escorted ponies to 
London, the Lakes. Europe, 

Holy Land. Napai. New 
?«tanri and N. America. 31 
ureal bohday destine noth. 


Please phone, fax. utile or call m for one of Ihe above brochures. 


RAMBLERS 

HOLIDAYS 


Box 43, Welwyn Garden AL8 6PQ 
TeL 01707 331133. Fax: 01707 333276 
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The Olive 
Ehihoshst's Kit 

A bushy young oE vc tree 
and a book of extra vngm 
ofive oil smartly packaged 
m a sturdy wooden bos for 
£25.00 + £6p&p. 



MADEIRA 

L9I FROM ONLY £189 ||g 

mn EXCEPTIONAL VALUE FOR A WEEK'S L*® 


If FROM ONLY £189 f§ 

ma EXCEPTIONAL VALUE FOR A WEEK’S 
1 2704 I HOLIDAY ON THE FLOATING GARDEN ‘ A ^J A1 
DR THE ATLANTIC 

THE HOTELS 

We ftava chosen Gome of the best 3. 4 & 5 star hotels on the 
Island for the* location, facilities and filendy atmosphere 

INCLUDED IN YOUR HOLIDAY PRICE 

Return flights from Gatwick and Manchester to FwrchaJ, 

7 nts accommodation in twin room at the hotel of your choice. 
Buffet breakfast each day In the hotel. Transfers n Madeira. 
The service of our representatives on lhe island 
&KTKA WEEKS Also available al a smaS supplement. 

DEPARTURES THROUGHOUT JAN & FEB 
For a Full Colour Brochure and 
Further Details Please Call 

Telephone (01452) 381888 
ATLANTIC HOLIDAYS LTD 

25 Brunswick Road, Gloucester GL1 1 JE 


WATERSPORTS BEACH CLUBS In 
Graeco and Turkey, with FREE 
sating, watareports, shore activi- 
ties and supervised chfldrena 
dubs. A hoHday the whole family 
wBi enjoy. 2 weeks bom £349 pp 
(flights inducted) Call SunoaH 
CtuhS 01 70S 222222 |24 hre). 
AETTA V4087, ATOL 987, ABSC. 


Okavango 

'PURSLSAFARS 

Simply the best for 
BOTSWANA 
ZAMBIA 
ZIMBABWE 
NAMIBIA 
SOUTH AFRICA 
TANZANIA 
Tel: 0181 343 3283 
Fax: 0181 343 3287 
rg Gadd House __ 
Arcadia Avert ur JfQ 
5 London NS 2TJ 


^ Boating ^ 

France 


forjoBr aidest choice of 
Boating Holidays on the 
jhtest rtrers and canals of 
France. Hood-picked craft 

FREEPmm 0S66 520 520 


FLOriLUUSKlPPERED/BARE- 
BQATSimaafi has the perfect Bas- 
ing hoHday tar everyone, whatever 
their saBrtg ability. Choose from 
doth 650 yachts, in the Mediter- 
ranean, the Canbbasn end sraund 
the world. 2 weeks tram E343pp 
(flights Included). Call 01705 
222222 (24 hre). ABTA V4087. 
ATOL 987, ABSC. 

5A1LAWAY TO GREECE. Dtafly safl- 
Ing & Windsurfing IwMays. 
Tutbon included for Bun. Fun & 
Betaradon. Tel 01483 452500 


Cycling Holidays 


CYCLE % 
EUROPE 

leisurelv lours ■ 
staving at sclcc.it?ct ■ 
hotels, with lupcacc B 
transported £ 

1 bicycles prnv ided. " 

I ■ 

Bavaria & the Gbcic 
• Fceest. with Bcnis « 
B EiCrtle A Walking Tours , 

AITO. ATOL ?Rg7 

' Tel: 01582 793249 ’ 

V ■ 

Holland £ A'JSTriu with 
1 D'dUhSpcms ■ 

- Tel: 0131 239 2S08 * 




/ rench open 
roads 

and friendly hotels. 

0*» roads, nuvw* bndsapes 
and nperb hutch. Whether 
^u’re » first amcr cr a jetsened 
Francophile, pail fiuJ the 
perfect motonpg hokfey in our 
Trance 3 b Carte - brodnirt 

Rrig (01242) 240 310 
lor /our copy. 
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Independent 
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Eastern Europe 


P HAGUE, VIENNA. BUDAPEST and 
Slovakia. Contra! pensions, hotels 
Septs. Catchers (01 70S) 623689 

PRAGUE. New brochure 2-5 srer 
hotels fin Cl Spp per night Rights 
C739 (Agent's ATOL 1245). Also 
Budapest & Cracow. Plus country 
cottages tn Tai ras & B ohemia. 
AulO Flan 01543 257777. 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA. Alpine village In 
beautiful Fflgh Tatra mountains. 
Forests, lakes, swim pool, tennis. 
S/C Oat sips 4'S. Tel. (01311 557 
0262. 
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THE ASSOCIATION 
OF INDEPENDENT 
TOUR OPERATORS 


If you wish to advertise in this 
section please telephone the 

Travel Team on 0171 293 2222 


For a 

unique range 
of real .holidays 
that are fully bonded, 
flexible and 
definitely original - 
book AITO! 





















Verbien tab some good 
news and some bad news 


I ’ve written before in these 
pages about Verbier, a Swiss 
resort that’s a long-standing 
favourite of British Briers (and 
particularly popular with both 
the British and the Swiss for 
weekend trips). Some go 
there (rightly in my view) for 
the impressive off-piste siding, 
the pleasantly traditional 
village ambience, the vibrant 
social scene and the splendid 
views. But others go because 
they think its piste siding ranks 
alongside that of French mega- 
resorts such as Courchevel and 
and Vai cTfe&re- 
Ttae comparison is wrong 
partly because the “four val- 
leys" ski area that Verbier is 
a part of is a strung-out affair, 
involving links that are, to say 
the least, tenuous. For exam- 
ple, to leave the local Verbier 
skiing and get to the skiing of 
Thyon or Nendaz you have to 
take a lift or ski down an off- 
piste route. (This observation 
highlights another drawback 
of the Verbier skiing, which is 
that many of the best runs are 
now formally off-piste.) But I 
have accused Verbier of other 
problems, too: lift queues, 
piste crowding, poor piste 
maintenance and marking, 
and limited snowmaking - 
and ail this in the resort with 
Europe's most expensive lift 
pass. 

In the course of my Decem- 
ber tour of major Alpine re- 
sorts I paid a visit to Verbier. 
Waiting for me at the tourist 
office there was a strongly 
worded letter from the direc- 
tor. Patrick Messeiller, object- 
ing to these criticisms of the 
resort. I am, he says, wrong 
about dreadful queues, wrong 
about piste crowding (except at 
weekends), and so on: it is all 
a '•preconception" on my part. 

Its not, of course - I've 
checked the files and verified 
that the reports from fast sea- 
son's holiday skiers, on which 
these criticisms were based, 
are real and not imagined. I 
concede that snowmaking has 
improved, although it’s still 


Snow’s Up 

By Chris Gill 


confined to one main run 
down from Attelas to the 
village. The very powerful 
double-mono-cable gondola 
opened last season from 
Ruinettes to Attelas has 
helped with the queues, too - 
but only up to a point. A visit 
last February by one of my 
most trusted correspondents 
revealed queues at times even 
for that capacious lift - and 
confirmed no less than six 
other trouble spots. 

The worst of these, as even 
Mr Messeiller concedes, is the 
old and quite inadequate four- 
man Chassoure gondola from 
Tbrtin. This lift -a key element 
in the links with Thyon and 
Nendaz - is apparently to be 
replaced “in the near fixture"; 
but since I have been publicly 
complaining about queues for 
this lift since 1986, 1 may per- 
haps be excused if 1 say I am 
unimpressed by this promise. 
I’m keen to make sure that my 
picture of Verbier is an accu- 
rate one; it is, after ■all, a highly 
popular resort and it couldn’t 
stay that way if people didn’t 
like the place enough to go 
back for more. 

My correspondent’s visit 
was, I admit confined to only 
a single week which could have 
been an exceptionally bad one. 
I’ll certainty arrange for 
another correspondent to visit 
in high season this year, if I 
can't get there myself- but we 
may be unlucky again. So 1 
invite readers’ help. If you 
visit Verbier this season, let me 
know* what you think of the sid- 
ing. particularly the lifts and 
the density of skiers (and 
boarders) on the main pistes in 
the Attelas/Ruinettes area. 
The three most detailed 
reports (which does not mean 
the three most critical) will 
earn a copy of the book I edit. 
When to Ski. 


A head start for a quick getaway 


Colin Brawn and his wife flew 
from London City Airport to 
Geneva for a weekend of skiing 


T he advantages of 
using London City 
Airport began to pafl 
when we were told 
that the 9.20am 
flight to Geneva 
would be delayed one hour 
and 50 minutes. We were in 
the departure lounge, 
where unfortunately there 
was no newspaper shop 
offering helpfili items to 
fill the time. The woman at 
the flight desk was full of 
apologies and gave us a £4 
voucher each for breakfast. 

An hour went by, then 
there was another an- 
nouncement . The plane 
was ready to leave. Scram- 
ble. Hie news caught my 
wife in the Ladies. There 
must be few airports in 
Britain where the flight 
desk assistant will dash into 
the loo to retrieve passen- 
gers so that the aircraft can 
take off in time to fill its slot 
in the air traffic, but that is 
what she did. 

The first time you use 
London City Airport you 
can’t help being struck by 
the easy nature of the place: 
if s bit like stepping back in 
time to the pre-war era of 
air travel. Hie traveller 
walks through a small 
hanger, past a cheery look- 
ing passport officer, 
through a lounge, out 
across the tarmac and on to 
the aircraft In this deserted 
part of Docklands, there 
are still propeller engined 
passenger planes on some 
regular routes. 

Our flight was by jet - an 
Avroliner RJS5. There was 
the added bonus that there 
were only 10 people on the 
Friday morning flight giv- 


ing a passenger/air hostess 
ratio of about 3:1. The flight 
was barely beyond Dock- 
lands when the compli- 
mentary champagne was 
being poured alongside 
offerings of smoked salmon 
nibbles. 

We were flying to Geneva 
for a weekend break 
because we could not face 
the stress of the M4 to the 
West County or the Ml to 
the Peak District. A new 
motorway has brought 
Geneva airport to within an 
hour’s easy drive of the ski 
resorts, making a long 
weekend in the Alps a real- 
istic option . The only prob- 
lem has been the journey to 
Heathrow from South East 
London. I had beard about 
London City, but did not 
know they had regular 
scheduled services to 
Geneva. 

On the first occasion I 
used this airport, I went for 
a weekend mountain biking 
in the Chamonix valley, 
before the snow fell. There 
are plenty of shops offering 
mountain bikes to rent, and 
the local tourist office issues 
a map showing the routes 
for mountain bikes, known 
as Vel os Toutes Terraine 
(VTT). They are graded 
green, blue, red and black, 
like ski pistes, in order of 
difficulty. I chose an easy 
green towards Argentiere. 
past the drop zone for the 
parapuntere, who take off 
from the half-way station on 
the Brevant 

The weather was warm, 
the air soft, and the saddle 
hard as a knife. In winter 
the route doubles as a 
cross-country ski track, and 


HOT SPOTS: WHERE TO 60 
FOR A WEEKEND’S SHING 
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snakes through forests of 
pine, following the Arve 
river up towards the big ski 
area at Argentiere. This is 
macho-man country, and is 
renowned by extreme 
skiers for its steeps. The 
next day, I pushed the bike 
to the top of a pass at Les 
Houcbes. It was a red 
route on the map. but I 
could hardly manage a 
stroke of the pedal until 
near the top. 

Returning on the Sunday 
night flight, there were 
double the number of pas- 
sengers. Nevertheless, that 
still gave a ratio of 20 pas- 
sengers to three air host- 
esses. It was like having an 
executive jet more or less at 
your disposal. Clearly, this 
sort of exclusive arr- 
angement is usually in- 
tended for business pas- 


sengers. but I was flying 
economy. 

Given the high quality of 
the service, it struck me as 
very odd that so few people 
use* London City. Crossair 
flies an 82-seater, four- 
engined “Jumbolino” jet 
on the Geneva route which 
is as fast as the bigger jets 
flown from either Heath- 
row or Gacwick airports. 
The London City experi- 
ence was a bit tike stum- 
bling on a secret. luxury air 
service. Four weeks later. I 
tried it again, travelling 
with my wife, but this time 
there was one snag: the 
French air- traffic con- 
trollers were on strike, 
hence the delay. 

Once in the air. the ser- 
vice was just as smart as 
before. The pilot even came 
down the plane with the 


courtesy champagne to fill 
our glasses. He assured me 
that the service, which has 
been running for about two 
years, will continue despite 
the poor take-up of pas- 
sengers so far. 

On the return on Sunday 
night, we had got to the 
Swissair gate 21 at Geneva 
airport to board the flight, 
when we were told about 
the problem of the fog. 
“Your flight is on time, but 
it is being diverted, to 
Stansted or Luton.’’ said 
the woman at the gate. 

We were told the prob- 
lem was that London City 
Airport is not fully equ- 
ipped to cope with fog. TTie 
Airport denies that. In the 

K re-war days, people would 
ave lit barrels of oil to bum 
off the fog, but the airport 
is fully equipped with an 


instrument landing system. 
The fog that weekend, I was 
• later told, was particularly 
thick at Docklands.- Wo 
landed at Gatwick. 

It was an inconvenience 
I felt prepared to overtook. ’• 
I am horrified by the mon-H 
ster that Heathrow ha s 
become and find Garwjck.’ 
overcrowded. For me. City, 
is the best option, particu- 
larly if you are not averse to 
a little luxury. 

Colin Brown flew vwffi- ” 
Crassair; booked • 
through Swissair. His . 
return economy fare 
including tax was 
£252. Swissair also 
booked a car for him 
through Budget at 
Geneva at a cost of 
about £30 a day. - 
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• adventure tours • Sailtreks & Seatreks 

• Walks and Treks • Safi & River Journeys 

• Wildlife Safaris § Wilderness Experience 

IN EUROPE, TURKEY, GREECE, AFRICA, EGYPT, 
MIDDLE EAST, CHINA, THAILAND, INDONESIA, 
USA, SOUTH AMERICA, AUS/NZ... 

S m all escorted groups. ITr.i 
B (243us) 

Explore Worldwide (IN) 

Aldershot GU11 1LQ 
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UK leaders In small group 
adventure holidays with ov< 


20 years experience and the 
widest choice of trips: choc* 
from 4 different brochure 


event 1 


TRUCK AFRICA 

CAMPING EXPEDITIONS 

Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia 
6 weeks fron 2360 
Kbdjs to 2mbabwe 
6 weeks fro* £456 
East African Wildlife ind. Gorillas 
4 weeks from £435 
’Dans Africa, 5-7mlbs from £1380 

r«H far hr4WilM.il. 

0171 781 6142 


Small groups to: 

AFRICA - Ethiocrii : Son* Africa 

Bid - Th. r.ai.h i, 

INDIA - Ud»kh : Son* tafia 
fine Koala* 

LATIN AMERICA- rent: 

SPAIN -Afldakria. 
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City Breaks 



Paris 

£ 89 * | 

jj I 

ij To make a booking or jj 
g to request a brochure {} 
JJ tor rhis and mote jj 
ji offers to 11 other » 
exciting cities, see your ?) 
<] trawl agent, or phone: £ 

0121252366 s! 

^Thomson * 

(I C 1 TY BREAKS 


Q ' 1 ikiitit in IT toltit In Jani'Feb 
w an dep Gaianck/Hflainim or 
[; by Eurasia*. 
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City Breaks 


Vermeer 

A Stunning 
exhibition of this 
great Dutch painter 
will be held in 
The Hague from 

1 March to 

2 June 19%. 

For details of our 
dty breaks hi 
The Hague and 
Amsterdam 

together with 
father information 
on the exhibition, 
write or phone. 

TIME OFF 

Freepost, 

Loudon 

SW1X7YY 


If you wish to 
advertise in this 
section please 
telephone the 
IVsve] Item on 
0171 293 2222 


EtjVPT 

Israel Jordan Syria 
Lebanon Turkey (Greece 

Active & adventurous journeys 



Call for a brochure 
0181 742 3049 (24firsJ 
1 4 Barley Mow Passage, London W4 4PH 
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Journey _ 
Latin America 1 

THE LATIN AMERICAN TRAVEL 
SPECIALIST 

16 Devonshire bad. Ofarkk. London W4 2HD 
Escorted Groups and Bespoke lours 
0181 747 8315 

lew cast fligfavonty be h dap m d w i * frwl i n . 
Hng for qsatnftm and fights BoSetkc 

0181 747 3108 
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France 



WE WORK. YOU REST. THEY PLAY. 


We give y< 
You still i 


ou more, 
pay less. 


WE BEST QUA11TY SHf-OWVE CAMPING HOLEMYS IN BJROFE. 
14 nights for up to 6 people from only 

* 



SEE HOW MUCH MORt EUROSTTES CAN GIVE YOU. 
CAU. NOW FOR YOUR '96 BROCHURE. 

01235 824364 

QUOTING R9EREN06 96784 

li. M. M ntn . U-raiw. 
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Vive la 
Difference 



£89 


FROM | Discover the Keycarap difference. The mosr 

hixurioas Mobile Homes. The bigjesr tents. 
Europe’s top campsites. Family holidays 
start from just £89 including ferry, plus up ro four 
children can go free all summer. For a brochure visit 
your travel agent or call: 

® 0181 395 8565 
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French Coi/wrxr 
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Quality camping 
in France 



fully equipped luxury 
tents and mobile homes 
on small select campsites.] 

FREE brochure 'pbooe 

01923 261311 

gg Ireland (021) 319643 ^ 



Best Value 

Mobile Homes 

On 4-Star Sites 




Villas & Cottages 
Coast or Country 
Many with 
pools 



Free Colour Brochure 

(019 03) 745319 

l_ AHTA_ — MTO_! 



•Short breaks 

in Paris, French • 

provincial cldea, or 
rural France. 

(Ung (0 1 242} 240 3 1 0 for otr 

franco i b Cvte* brochuro. 





Fbr furthei 
French & 
Special In- 
fterest Holt 
days 
see page 161 
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hJWfwo clear drawbacks. The main one 
Js the high cost per skiing day. The fixed 

<»sts of handling your bookhzg and get- 
ting you out to the resort have to be 
spread over three days instead of the 
usual six. The cost of packages ranges 
from£265 to £750;£300 to £500 is more 
typical. But talk to those who have done 
it and you’re quite likely to confront a 
sort of evangelism. The weekend ski- 
fng convert wUl tell you that there is an 
intensity about a short siding trip that 
makes an ordinary week away seem, 
well, ordinary. You tend to pack a lot 
into a short trip, and come back satis- 
fied even if you’re tired. Although the 
cost per day is high, the total cost of a 
short trip s lower than that of a week. 

The classic long weekend trip starts 
with a Thursday evening scheduled 
flight from an airport close to your 
place of work -Colin Brown describes 
London City airport's much over- 
looked service from the capital on the 
previous page - to Geneva, Lyon or 
Zurich. Pick up a hire car or board a 
transfer minibus. Get to your resort 
accommodation late. Ski yourself silty 
for three days. Catch the last possible 
flight back on Sunday eve ning and get 
home late. Appear at work bn Monday 
morning wearing a smug grin. 

Variations include two- and four- 
night stays. To cut down that fixed has- 
sle factor, you can opt for air taxi trans- 
fers to and from Courchevel's airstrip 
- by plane for minimum cost, by heli- 
copter for maximum excitement. 




venient resorts, putting up with the risk 
of crowds. Chamonix is a prime desti- 
nation for weekend skiing which folk 
firmly in this category. Not only does 
it offer a lot of the most challenging ski- 
ing in the -Alps only an hour's drive 
from Geneva, it also has the infra- 
structure to suit the weekend trade: 
abundant small hotels that are glad to 
let their rooms just for the weekend 
without levying a punitive surcharge. 

But my advice is to focus more on 
whether the resort offers the right sort 
of skiing, and whether you can get the 
right sort of deal Consider Chamonix, 
of course, but don’t rule out a two- or 
three-hour transfer if it win get you to 
a resort you really fancy. 

Who to go with 

Several small tour operators specialise 
in weekend packages, and some of the 
larger ones offer them as an option. 
Small operators who normally sell 
week-long packages have the flexibil- 
ity to fix shorter holidays, particularly 
at times when their standard pro- 
gramme is not heavily booked. Of 
course, you don’t have to limit your- 
self to packages but if s easy to spend 
a lot of money unless you have the 
time to research the market carefully. 
A travel agent can be very helpful in 
assembling the elements at reasonable 
cost, but unless you have an excep- 
tional local firm, stick to the special- 
ist skiing agents, of which Ski 


Chamonix -and La Grave; in the ; last 
two, off-piste tuition or guidance aps 
also offered. . t ,• V 
Whhe Roc U8B) dffeiiia 

wide range of hotels (and some sdlf- 
catering) in a total of nine. ! eSOrts in, 
Switzerland, Italy and Fiance. 

Then there is a larger niimfief of 
operators who deal mainly in seven- 
night holidays but advertise shorter: 
alternatives: Bigfoot Chamonix (01491 
579601) does a lot of weekend business* 
based in a wide range of hotels. Bladoo 
Lines (0181-780 8800) can fix short 
trips out of peak season. CoUineige 
(01276 24262) has captiv ating chalets 
in Chamonix, with four-night deals. 
Fresh Tbacks (0181-875 9818) is an off- 
piste specialist whose programme 
includes weekend trips on specific 
dates- Easter in Flame, two dates in 
Chamonix, five dates in macho La 
Grave. Knooi (01306 742500) is a 
mainstream operator to Switzerland, 
with a wide choice of hotel-based 
weekend holidays at the extremes of 
the season, NeOson (0113-239 4555) 
has attractively priced three-day trips 
to Isola 2000, in the far south of the 
French Alps. Powder Byrne (0181-871 
3300) has a sideline in off-piste tuition, 
offering weekends in several resorts. 
The Ski Company (0171-730 9600) is 
an upmarket chalet operator which 
offers weekend deals, particularly out 
of high season. Swiss Ttavd Service 
(01992 456123) has hotel-based week- 
ends in Switzerland in low season. 
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T here has been patchy snow (some- 
times with strong winds) in parts of 
the Alps this week, but there have also 
been some high temperatures. The 
result is that in many areas skiing con- 
ditions have improved slightly at alti- 
tude, while at low levels the already 
scratchy conditions have deteriorated. 

In Austria the last modest snowfall 
was at the beginning of the week. Since 
then even the higher resorts, such as 
Lech, village runs have suffered, while 
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in lower resorts such as Kitzbuhel they 
have become very worn. Most resorts 
have managed to stay folly open. 

In Switzerland, most resorts are 
reporting less snow than a week ago, 
and although most areas are almost 
open, lower runs are unpleasant and 
some areas such as Gstaad and Wen- 
gen are only partly open. There was 
midweek snow in some French resorts, 
but it didn't amount to much and very 
little found its way to the low northerly 


Snow reports 

resorts such as Megeve and La Clusaz, 
which desperately need it 

In Italy, altitude is the key. The out- 
look for the Alps is unclear, with lows 
and weather fronts in the Atlantic, but 
a big high over Russia is said to be 
moving slowly Alpwards. 

Colorado has seen some heavy 
snow this week - 1 -3m in Brecken- 
ridge, for example - and the storms 
that hit Boston and New York hit the 
New England resorts as well. 








something to declare 


Trouble spots 

This week's advice from our man in the 
| Foreign Office 

Cameroon: “Highway robberies in the 
north of the country appear to be under 
control. Nevertheless, travellers between 
Maroua and the border with Chad 
should continue to seek advice from the 
local police and be prepared to travel 
with a military escort.” 

Philippines: “Criminal and political vio- 
lence is a problem in remoter parts of 
North Luzon, the Visayas and Min- 
danao. The islands south west of Min- 
danao, where there has been heavy 
fighting, should be avoided.” 

Colombia: “Violence and kidnapping in 
Colombia. In rural areas there is a seri- 
I ous risk of being caught up in terrorist 
attacks or opportunistic kidnapping. 
Travel by air is preferable.” 

Libya: “Since April 1992. UN Security 
Council sanctions indude a ban on 
flights to and from Libya, making speedy 
evacuation from Libya for medical or 
other emergencies difficult.” 

Foreign Office travel advice is available on 
0171-270 4129; on BBC-2 Ceefax page 564 
onwards; and on the Internet at 
http://www.fco.gov.uk/ 


Travel 

competition 

It may have been a 
little dully recently but 
it seems that cold 
dimes have never been 
more popular. That's if 
the deluge of entries 
we've received for our 
Free Freeze 

competition for a break 
in Iceland or the 
Shetland Islands is 
anything to go by. We 
are still in the process 
of ploughing through 
the post and so will not 
be able to print the 
names of the winners 
and the answers this 
week, as originally 
planned. The results 
wfli appear next week 
instead. 


Visitors' book 

Cathedral Refectory, Rochester 

“I like your banana cake” 

- Imogen, Rochester 

“I’m sure this wasn’t here when I went to 
school in Rochester” 

- Roberta O’Neill, Didcot 

“Smells good. Nice wide door for double 
buggy” 

- Michael Esmee and Ruby Thornton, 
Orpington 

“Can’t wait to sing Evensong later” 

- Jenny Hearn and Ware Parish Church 
Choir 

“Good grub. I enjoyed the starling chorus” 

- G Bmmstead, Putney 

“It was nice to find somewhere in Rochester 
open at 4pra. f Very good” 

- Sandies Terner, St Albans 



A o upgrade, like a £10 win in 
the Lottery, is not to be 
sniffed at Although it only 
works once every two years, 
the extra nosh and legroom 
make it worthwhile. So at 
Lusaka airport on New Year’s 
Eve, I fished a crumpled 
jacket and tie out of my back- 
pack and smiled inanely at 
anyone wearing a uniform. 

While nursing a Mosi beer 
(an unfortunate brand-name in 
a malarial country) and my 
eccraomy-dass boarding pass, 
I was joined by a party of be- 
blazered fellow travellers. 
They, too, had smartened up in 
a bid to get upgraded. It 
became clear from the con- 
versation that they were friends 
and family of the air crew, all 
travelling on staff discount 
tickets at fares so low that they 
would put Air Azerbaijan (cur- 
rently offering a £159 one-way 
Heathrow-Karachi fare) out 
of business. And even though 
each had paid a fraction of my 
economy ticket, they had all 
been upgraded; not just to 
Club World, mind, but an the 
way to First 
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RUSSIA § BEYOND? 
YOU GST IT. 
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for the free travefer. Whether it s 
its cities- Central oration the frans 
Sbcrian railway vedonyour way. 


Excellent Technology, Excellent Price 

Bring foe world to your home with this brand new 
high tech ck>ck from Zeon. an absolute must for 
travellers or Indeed anyone with the need to 
speak to word wide contacts. The data stored in 
this elegant wit is both useful and informative. 

Touch button information consists of a current 
fine, date and day of the week in 24 of the 
wortds major cities with a display of the weather 
data for each city intiudng min/max tempera- 
tures with average days of rarifal! tor each month. 

Added to this are the world time zones also displayed on the 
LCD screen map at the touch of a button. For nomial everyday use the 
dock has every standard time function for the UK with an easy to read LCD dlgttal 
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So for the first time, 1 took 
decisive action. Instead of just 
simpering at check-in staff, I 
actually asked for an upgrade. 
“No, that will not be possi- 
ble”. I squeezed into my seat 
among the other full fore- 
paying mugs at the back of the 
plane, while the Champagne 
flowed in First. 

While we economy cus- 
tomers were toasting the New 
Year with lukewarm Riesling, 
we were missing out on all the 
excitement, too. The boy- 
friend of one of the stew- 
ardesses proposed to her at 
midnight, 31,000 feet over the 
Sahara, and she happily 
accepted. 

Y ou may suddenly be finding 
British Airways cabin crew 
particularly attractive because 


of the prospect of free or 
vastly reduced travel in First 
Class. But before you suc- 
cumb to wedlock, beware the 
many potential sources of 
marital mayhem. For exam- 
ple, a letter I have just 
received at home. It is from a 
skiing magazine, thanking me 
for joining a trip last weekend 
to Zell am See. 

“It was a pleasure to meet 
you”, coos the letter. This is 
no form letter, but a person- 
alty signed missive from the 
publisher of Daily Mail Ski 
magazine. Yet I maintain that 
last weekend took me 
nowhere more adventurous 
than a cheap-day return to 
Rochester, with my feet 
planted firmly in Kentish mud 
rather than Austrian snow. 
This is the stuff of dreams for 
divorce lawyers. 

The column's first prize of 
the year, a bottle of dodgy 
Riesling (which you may wish 
to drink lukewarm) to the 
person who can provide the 
best explanation of how I 
joined this particular mailing 
list The same prize to some- 


one who actually was on the 
trip and can explain what 
happened during it. The let- 
ter includes the ominous 
phrase “no one was more dis- 
appointed than 1 that despite 
careful thought, not every- 
thing went according to plan”. 
So what went wrong? Any- 
way, if this letter is a foretaste 
of Virtual Travel, I think 111 
stick to Kent. 

B ritain’s seaside resorts are 
gearing up for what they 
hope will be a second bumper 
summer, but last August's sun 
seems to have gone to the 
heads of Poole's publicity 
department. A brochure for 
the Dorset resort reminds 
would-be visitors that Poole 
Harbour has Europe's largest 
onshore oilfield, then trills 
cheerfully “The largest peace- 
time evacuation of civilians 
took place in POole in 1988 
when a chemical factory 
caught fire.” Neighbouring 
Bournemouth, busily pro- 
moting clean air by banning 
smoking on three stretches of 
beach, must be fuming. 


Ask us for 4 

more information 


Why not find out even more shut 
the areas that interest you most? 
Choose up to 4 FREE brochures 
( from 18) by ticking the boxes bdou-. 


1. Dirnifnes and Galloway 

2. Scottish Borden 
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5. Ayrshire and Anan 
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11. Fife 

1 2. Dundee and Angus 
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Aberdeen 
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Hotels. Gust Hums. BiBs 
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15. Western Highlands. 
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Blair and Clarke: are they by chance related? 


N o politician shifts a society single-handed, 
by sheer force of personality. The nick is 
to spot the trend, sense the mood of a society, 
capture it, mould it, describe it, and then claim 
the credit for iu 

That is what Margaret Thatcher did in the 
Eighties. In an era that saw the world opening 
up to global competition, her advocacy of free 
markets, privatisation and lower taxation were 
of the moment and defined that moment. As a 
result. “Thatcherism" gained hegemony in the 
country and eventually succeeded in converting 
her political opponents in the process. It spread 
throughout the Anglo-Saxon world, Europe, 
Asia and the post-Comraunist states. This was 
an extraordinarily successful exercise in divin- 
ing and appropriating the Zeitgeist. 

But what next? The struggle to differentiate 
Britain's main political parties - creating blue 
or red water between them - demonstrates the 
lack of a fresh Big Idea. We are halfway through 
the Nineties, with no new map to plot our course. 

This week Tony Blair and (making a come- 
back) Margaret Thatcher set about changing all 
that. They offered themselves as cartographers 
of the decade. The Labour leader went to Sin- 
gapore and sent back a message that a “stake- 
holder society” was the way forward for Britain. 
Meanwhile, Baroness Thatcher returned to the 
legacy of her guru. Keith Joseph, and set out her 
two key ideas for the Nineties: shrinking the state 
and creating an anti-European Little England. 

These ideas are desperately vague. It is hard 
to know what a stakeholder society means: Mr 
Blair, perhaps deliberately, has done little to 


resolve the confusion. It is just as difficult to 
know how Lady Thatcher would achieve her 
ends, which have until now been beyond British 
politicians. In power, she herself committed 
Britain to its present involvement with Europe 
and failed to reduce the level of national income 
spent by the state. 

Yet vagueness is not necessarily fatal to new 
ideas. When Margaret Thatcher took office in 
1979, she did not have a grand plan; she had a 
basic set of principles that chimed with popular 
opinion and were to underpin the specific poli- 
cies of the following decade. The vital question 
is: do any of these ideas, or aspects of them, 
strike a chord today? In 10 years time, will they, 
like Eighties Thatcherism, be big enough to label 
an era? 

Mr Blair’s stakeholder society, for all its hazi- 
ness, certainly resonates. Commentators have 
been intrigued by the word. The notion of every- 
one having a stake in society makes sense. It 
seems to describe an inclusive country, in which 
everyone has roots and a say over what happens. 
We need these notions at a time when compe- 
tition and globalisation are tearing apart the glue 
that holds society together. 

Jobs for life and the traditional welfare state 
are both under threat They are increasingly seen 
as expensive luxuries at a time when flexible 
workforces and low taxation, financing a mini- 
mal state, are said to be the key to maintaining 
competitiveness. As a result social cohesion - 
vital for stability and economic productivity - is 
in danger as crime rises and an underclass of the 
disadvantaged and disaffected develops. Britain, 



along with other countries, needs a way of build- 
ing a humane society in a global era. 

. Bnt there ts .plenty of suspicion that the stake- 
holder idea is .no more than a repackaging of 
failed Labour policies. It invokes the idea of 
empowering groups or individuals who have 
clans to be included in decision-making. But if 
Mr Blair merely intends to reinvigorate the 
power of bade unions and other institutions lhat 
ran the corporate state of the Seventies, (hen he 
has made a big mistake. Tndeed, even if this was 
not intention, Mr Blair may have made a polit- 
ical error m resurrecting Labour's old ghosts. 

He has also, by implication, associated him- 
self with a body of literature about stakehold- 
ing in companies that says businesses should be 
run not only in the interests of shareholders, but 
of customers, employees, consumers and sup- 
pliers. This may sound wonderful in theory, but 
over-regulation could suffocate business mid 
enterprise in much the same way as Labour’s 
last failed exercise in ’economic micro-man- 
agement - nationalisation. 

In short, stakebokfing may have nothing to do 
with the trends of the time, which are towards 
deregulation,free markets, individualism and 
increased competitiveness. But there is one ver- 
sion that migh t catch on, namely the notion that 
everyone should havetheir own individual stake ' 
in the welfare state. That could mean compul- 
sory saving for state-overseen pensions schemes, 
vouchers for education and perhaps even new. 
ways of estab lishing rights to treatment in the 
NHS. 

If this is what Mr Blair means, then he may 


be on to a Big Idea, albeit a controversial one. 
tha t could prove politically impossible to imple- 
ment It would convert the welfare stale into a 
system that was socially inclusive, but did not 
necessarily guarantee equality and which paid 
out more on the basis of lifetime contribution 
than need. It would represent a marriage ot 
choice with collectivism, of self-reliance with 
state support, while giving people a grcaler sense 
of owning their entitlements. And it would per- 


mit a shift away from conventional taxation, to 
claims by the state being earmarked for sped 1 k 
purposes. 

If this is the direction in which Mr Blair i> 
moving, there are good grounds for believing 
that his ideas will have a wider resonance. 
Indeed he will find plenty of fellow travellers on 
the Tbiy left. Much of what Mr Blair has to say 
about social inclusion and economic pragmatism 
echoes the language used by Kenneth Clarke. 
“The pace of change bas created fears and 
uncertainties among men and women in every 
walk of life. A strong welfare state has an impor- 
tant role in reducing these feare.” So said the 
Chancellor in his Mais Lecture IS months ago. 

In short, the chief British political divide may 
not be between Labour and the Tories, but 
between the Blair/Clarke philosophy - Blarkism 
- and Margaret Thatcher (and her acolytes), who 
this week made her bid to be tbe architect of the 
next decade, just as she was of the last. 

Who will win? We cannot be sure. But the 
ideas that trill triumph and eventually engulf all 
parties will be those that best ensure our surviva# 
in today’s global, competitive market. J. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


A&E wards: conditions that take a toll on doctors’ morale 


From Dr Julian Eyears 
Sin I strongly disagree with 
your assertion that junior doc- 
tors should be “press-ganged” 
into working in Accident and 
Emergency departments (lead- 
ing article. 1 1 January). 

I spent six months in two 
casualty departments in south- 
east London and I would 
rather resign my profession 
than do it again. 

Notwithstanding being twice 
assaulted by patients I was try- 
ing to help, having the door of 
my treatment room kicked in by 
a man angered by the fact that 
my dying patient had jumped 
the queue ahead of his broken 
finger, and my writing table 
taken away by hospital man- 
agement on the grounds that 
the doctors were “spending loo 
much time writing”. I was 
allowed two weekends out of 
1 1 free, and was almost always 
working anti-social hours. 

The stark reality is that not 
enough doctors wish to work in 
the NHS anymore, especially in 
A&E. A significant number of 
my contemporaries have been 
so disillusioned that they have 
left medicine altogether. 

Your leader demonstrates a 
public misconception: that doc- 
tors are some son of breed 


apart of medical soldiers, ready 
to be drafted into any situation. 
Doctors are actually human 
beings. They have loved ones, 
emotions and outside lives. 
They don’t want to work in 
A&E because the conditions 
are frequently so inhuman that 
they take an unacceptable toll 
on their private and profes- 
sional lives. 

Yours faithfully. 

Julian Eyears 
L ondon. SW2 

From Dr E. EL J. Martin 
Sir: In your leading article (11 
January) you fail to mention 
one of the major factors lead- 
ing to a shortage of accident 
and emergency Junior doctors 
in England - the great shortage 
of doctors training to be gen- 
eral practitioners. 

The Royal College of Gen- 
eral Practitioners encourages 
Gft in training to do six months 
in A&E. However, the number 
of doctors training to become 
GPs has fallen by nearly 25 per 
cent over the past few years. 

Recently, more surgery is 
carried out on a day-care basis, 
with a patient being discharged 
on the same day as their oper- 
ation. Large psychiatric hospi- 
tals are being closed up and 


down the country. In some 
cases, patients are cared for at 
home under the “hospital at 
home" scheme. When these 
patients are discharged the 
work that was previously done 
in the hospital is added to the 
tasks of the GP. 

At the same time, the GP is 
having to get involved in pur- 
chasing the care for his patients. 
If one adds to this the increased 
requirements for health screen- 
ing, the flood of paper now 
required by the Government 
about all our activities, the 
great increase in litigation 
against GPs and the increased 
demand for services at week- 
ends and at nights, it is clear 
that the job of a GP has both 
changed and expanded hugely. 

Young doctors see this great 
increase in work required of 
Gft, with no increase m income 
and a lowering of public esteem 
in the profession, and they 
decide not to enter family med- 
icine. It is this lack of family 
doctors in training which is 
perhaps the most important 
factor in the understaffing of 
our accident departments. 
Yours faithfully. 

E JE J. Martin 
Bedford 
11 January 


From Mr Hugh J- Thomson 
Sin The crisis of beds and 
staffing in the NHS in recent 
days has been precipitated by a 
dramatic increase in the num- 
ber of emergency admissions, 
and the reason for this is not 
dear. What is clear is that 
many of the difficulties in 
responding to this crisis result 
from the changes in tbe health 
service over the past few years. 

The NHS is being turned 
into a National Health Busi- 
ness. lb run a business suc- 
cessfully there must be no 
slack in the system: every 
employee and every piece of 
equipment need to be working 
to the limit This is not so 
when it comes to people’s 
health. There are epidemics 
and accidents, emergences 
and uncertainties. There has 
to be a spare capadty to cope 
with the unpredictability of 
dealing with human beings 
and their distress. 

If the Government will not 
learn this lesson, the present 
crisis will be repeated 
and again. 

Yours, 

Hugh J. Thomson 
C onsultant Surgeon 
Birmingham 
11 January 


again 


Heaven is a place on earth 


From Mr Norman Myers 
Sin In your leading article 
“The church's empty hell" (11 
January), you refer to the erro- 
neous impression of Hell as “a 
place of endless torment”. If 
Heaven is a place of ultimate 
being for and with others, 
could Hell be, as T S. Eliot 
said, the place of only self - 
hence of ultimate torment 
through total emptiness? 

In similar style, could it be 
that the next world, whether up 
or down, will not be so very dif- 
ferent from this one? If, as is 
sometimes suggested. Heaven 
is peaches and cream, there will 
be scant scope for sucb basic 
attributes as compassion, 
empathy and related forms of 
fellow feeling. Equally to the 
point if one cannot make one- 
self happy in the here and now, 
what true hope for the next 
time around? And if one 
becomes adept at making one- 
self miserable through self-pre- 
occupation here, might that 
also prove fine training for the 
next world? 

After all, if we pray “Thy 
kingdom come on Earth” and 
recall that “The kingdom of 
Heaven is within yon”, then 
could there be similar potential 
for the kingdom of Hell? lb 


this extent, it should not really 
matter to us here whether 
there is another life ahead: a 
life lived to the full, and in the 
one way that some believe 
makes that feasible, is surely its 
own reward. . . 

Yours, ’ 

Norman Myers 
H onorary Visiting Fellow 
Green College 
Oxford 
12 January 

From. Dr Richard Ladle 
Sir Contrary to the views of 
the Church of England's doc- 
trine commission (“Church 
elders pour cold water on hell- 
fire and damnation”, 11 Janu- 
ary) many people, as yet unin- 
fected by Christianity, look 
forward to the “annihilation" 
at the end of a busy life and 
would consider eternal exis- 
tence (discorporated or not) as 
purgatorial 

The commissioners’ opin- 
ions seem nothing more than 
whistling in the dark while die 
monster of modem science 
breathes heavily in the comer 
of the room. 

Yours 
Richard 
London, N1 
11 January 


(un)faithfully, 
ird J. Ladle 


Cattle at the cost 
of native species 

From Mr J. .-1. Timmcr 
Sir: I was concerned by vour 
report “Mad cows? Nofoul of 
Africa?” ( 10 January). The pro- 
duction of beef in the fragile 
arid regions of southern Africa 
where rinderpest. tseLse flv and 
foot-and-mouth demand the 
segregation of cattle from 
wildlife (which have natural 
immunity to some diseases) 
has necessitated the construc- 
tion of vast fences which pre- 
vent wildlife having access to 
their traditional water, grazing 
and migration routes. 

This has resulted in terrible 
suffering to indigenous grazing 
animals and has decimated 
some species. Additionally, the 
degradation of natural grass- 
land caused by livestock grazing 
is evident to anybody flying 
over Botswana. Furthermore, 
water management in Namibia 
by open canal forms a jeihal 
harrier to movement of animals. 

While British butchers may 
wish to avoid British beef 
because of their fear of BSE, 
perhaps the vegetarianism of 
butcher Ken Bell's grandchil- 
dren is a far better solution to 
the problem than his demand- 
ing Namibian beef. 

Yours faithfully. 

J. A. Timmek 
London, SE19 


How to strip 
like a dream 

From Mr N. Metcalfe 
Sir: After failing, for over six 
months, to remove wallpaper 
from my house using a steam 
stripper and chemical wall- 
paper stripper, 1 had given up 
hope. 

However, after experiment- 
ing, I discover the most effec- 
tive cure is wallpaper paste! 
One coaL left for 20 minutes, 
and the wallpaper Is removed 
like a dream. 

Why? 

Yours incredulously. 

N. Metcalfe 
Sheffield 
1 1 January 


Paternoster 
Square revisited 

From Mr J. C. Bassett 
Sir: When the proposed 
scheme for the redevelopment 
of Paternoster Square (Section 
Two, 8 January) first emerged, 
I warmed to iL I visited the 
exhibition in the crypt of St 
Paul’s and thought it seemed 
warm and humane, in contrast 
to the proposals by Sir Richard 
Rogers and others which seem 
rather tired and formulaic. I 
was under the impression, 
probably incorrectly, that it 
would to some extent recreate 
the original street pattern, and 
maybe some of the atmosphere 
that existed before the Blitz. 

Since then. 1 have become 
aware of the true nature of the 
scheme. Far from being a gen- 
uine and people-orientated 
development, it is in reality a 
hulking steel-framed office 
block, a patronising transat- 
lantic sham designed to get 
around the mediocre tastes of 
Prince Charles, and a public 
which won’t be overjoyed at yet 
another office scheme. 

The question is what is to be 
done instead. It would be nice 
to establish the pre- Blitz 
atmosphere, but this is not 
easy. This sort of thing has to 
grow of its own accord, and any 
development must be of qual- 
ity due to its siting. Maybe the 
answer is something along tbe 
lines of the current proposal, 
but without the sham and the 
tweeness, and with a diverse 
function. 

Yours faithfully. 

Julian Bassett 
London. SW2 

From Mr B. H. r Tidleit 
Sir: I have a personal interest in 
the development of Paternoster 
Square as I worked as a young 
teenager on the original devel- 
opment in the Sixties, and. as it 
was my first job in the con- 



Carf Laubtn's painting of the proposed redevelopment of Paternoster Square 


slruction industry, i had never 
seen anything so vast be ingbuilL 
At the time, ft was obviously 
described as modern architec- 
ture and the shape of the future, 
but, even as a young lad, I 
thought it should have comple- 
mented Si Paul’s Cathedral. As 
St Paul's is one of our major 
tourist attractions, it would 
make the surrounding area that 
much more attractive if the new 
development and St Paul's could 
be thought of as one. 

Youts sincerely, 

B. W. TtiLLETT 
London, El 3 

From Mr Roger Houghton 
Sir. The fault of the Paternos- 
ter Square scheme is not its 
neo-classicism but its attempt 
to hide behind a superficial 
and poorly executed layer of 
classical style. 

The classical orders are as 


relevant a basis for architec- 
tural design 1,500 years after 
Rome as they were 1,300 years 
after. Their past use in the 
British Isles has shown them to 
be ideally suited to the urban 
environments and as adaptable 
to domestic use as to civic. 
Yours faithfully, 

Roger Houghton 
B ath 

From Ms Grace H. Farmer 
Sir: 1 do not think that the pro- 
posed development should be 
allowed to go ahead. The pro- 
posed scheme represents a 
mish-mash of pastiche archi- 
tecture and would not enhance 
the beauty of the Cathedral. 

By far the best solution for 
the site would be to knock 
down all the buildings and cre- 
ate a park. A nicely landscaped 
open space would enhance the 
Cathedral, provide a perfect 


setting for one of the country’s 
gems, and give the Gty of Lon- 
don a much-needed park. 
Youre sincerely, 

Grace Farmer 
L ondon, N5 

From Mr Robin MUler 
Sir: Has anyone thought of 
consulting two pertinent docu- 
ments? 

1. Wren’s designs for the set- 
ting/immediate surroundings of 
his masterpiece, which would, 
surety, include open space 
around the entire structure as 
well as, 1 believe, wide, cere- 
monial stairs to the Thames, 
ideal for state occasions. 

2. The plan; produced during 
the Second World War, for the 
post-war reconstruction of cen- 
tral London. 

Yours sincerely, 

Robin Mhj.hr 
London, N1 
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The blood of 
human kindness 

From Dr Forest Hansen 
Sin Having regularly donated 
blood in America during much 
of our adult lives, tot wife and 

I were surprised and offended 
l»y Louise Jury’s contrast (Sec-, 
tion Two; “Death by a thousand 
cuts", 11 January) of British 
donors with those in the US, 
“where donors participate ... 
for money". 

Onty a small minority donate 
blood for money - mostly the 
unemployed in large cities. 
Even that number has probably 
diminished in recent years 
because of HIV and hepatitis 
contamination. 

The great majority are like 
British donors, giv ing “out of 
the goodness of their hearts” 
and expecting that die blood 
wDl be used in their home areas 
for those in need. Regular 
blood drives are held at coUeges 
and universities as well as in 
business offices, and greater 
numbers of people typically 
respond with donations in 
emergencies. 

There, as here, the giving of 
blood is one of those all too 
rare acts of pure altruism. 
Yours sincerely. 

Forest Hansen 
A hrechurch, 

Worcestershire 

II January 


Post-natal escape: 
sleepand bed 

From Ms Mary North 
Sin Regarding the continuing 
correspondence about shack- 
ling pregnant and post-natal 
women prisoners: after the 
births of my three children, I 
was grateful to be wheeled 
back to the ward, because 
tottering was as much as I 
could manage. 

The only escape on my mind 
was to a clean bed and a good 
sleep. . 

Yoon sincerely, 

Mary North 
W irksworth, 

Derbyshire 
11 January 


DAVID 
AAR0N0VITCF 


Hell on 
Earth 


T he week has come to a bad 
end. Hard upon the news 
that the remaining Sex Pistols 
are malting a comeback after 18 
years, and just before Mrs 
Thatcher animated her audi- 
ence of posthumous Keith 
Joseph admirers, came the 
Church’s disavowal of punitive 
.HelL Can it be true, I won- 
dered, that Johnny Rotten and 
Kenneth Baker are both to 
escape eternal punishment? No 
demons with pliers, no 
Boschian monsters by whom to 
be eaten and then excreted, 
none of the fates which one had 
mentally stored up for the 
offensive and the morally 
deficient? 

No threat of damnation will 
therefore prevent the coining 
together of Britain's most noto- 
rious punk band - even if God 
has already taken care of the 
complex bassist, Sid Vicious. 
The other bands of die era are 
long gone, the young men to 
become journalists and wheel- 
wrights, the girls to take up vet- 
erinary nursing, or (as in the 
case of Poly Styrene, of “Oh 
Bondage, Up Yours” fame) to 
devote themselves to Krishna 
consciousness. Only John 
Lydon et al have apparently 
betrayed their art to become 
“accomplished musicians”. 
Next year they go on tour with 
all their old hits. 

What will their act be like? 
As I am almost exactly a con- 
temporary of theirs, 1 am 
painfully aware of my increas- 
ing limitations. Pogo-ing is 
technically feasible, but can 
only be done in five-second 
bursts with 10-minute rest 
periods, to allow the cartilage 
to pop back. Gobbing, too, is 
not what it was: age dries up 
the juices a bit, and it would 
take an awful lot ofhawking to 
summon up anything worth- 
while. Thke it from me, boys, 
at 40. anarchic sexuality has to 
be carefully organised - a 
case of Try And Find The 
Bollocks. 

But what is truly awful about 
the Sex Pistols’ return is that it 
is a. re turn. Unlike, say, the 
Rolling Stones or Bowie, who 
have kept at it and developed, 
Rotten & co are attempting to 
be their former selves, 
unchanged. Going on is OK, it's 
going back that is so appalling. 



Consider this nightmare. The 
whole country indulges in a 
1977 reunion, forced to resume 
the roles and lives we all led 
then. Except that we cannot 
become younger, or shed the 
experiences of the intervening 
years. So the elderly Jim 
Callaghan presides over a 
tottering cabinet, including 
Denis Healey, Michael Foot; 
and Shirley Williams. An 
embittered David Owen is 
Foreign Secretary. 

Margaret leads the Tories, 
not in her naive, almost jjflish 
1977 incarnation, but as ahe is 
now, with recessive gums, 
thyroidal eye-bulge and an 
enormous dup on her shoulder. 

In Washington, a decrepit 
Jimmy Carter is just beginning 
his stint in the White House. 

As if this weren't bad 
enough, the whole country is . 
invited to hold street parties in . 
a ghastly post-Diana parody of 
the Queen's Silver Jubilee, 
British Leyland makes cars, a 
pontificating Geoff Boycott . 
leads England out against the 
Aussies, nibby 40-plus foot- > 
bailers with Scouser mous- 
laches pantingly contest the 
Cup Final and Virginia Wade . . 
creaks her way to victory over ' 
Cbrissie Evert at Wimbledon. 

A wrinkled, baldiug Woody.' ; 
Allen directs Diane Keaton in;.? 
a comedy of sexual manners set : ' 
in New York and featuring 
relationships with very young.-: 
women - so no change there, i.; 
Larry Holmes fights" George; 1 
Forman for the heavyweight 1 
championship of the’ world. .J 
Sorry, that’s a bit far-fctched. m 

I am transported back to a;! 
grimy room in a student house ^ 
in Ladbrokc Grove, living off [* 
Buds Eye individual shepherd’s | i 
pies and arguing about liy^toi- LI 
Jet-cleaning rota. From time to i 
time I am visited by various girl- « 
friends whom 1 used and , 
abused in those days. Except . 
that now they have children and 
therapists, complain about the “ 
cleanliness of the sheets, talk ’ 1 
about what they want out of sex ?• 
and fail to fade away on"- 
demand. 

No. Johnny. No. Maggie. - ’ 
There can be no going back. To • i 
revisit the past, knowing what J 
wc now know, that sureh- ~ \ 
whatever the bishops say -?"! 
would be Hell. 
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Htereis onty one bright spot Job insecurity is at its worst amnnr ^ 
Tory MPS and councillors as they watch their government loitering 
to the grave —Lord Healey, Labour peer 

Onre you have swum through the filth spewed out bv the C nn N 
servative Centxal Office, you find you’re in clean water and voii^ 
can swim freety and say what you think -Emma Nicholson 
aging others to defect from the Tories to the Liberal Democrats jl 

The best thing everyone can do today is roll right over and 
back to sleep - Radio announcer in New York Cm, I a 
dents awoke to snow banks up to six feet deep f 

ft’s so cold you can see the lies coming from a politician’s mn „rJ 
- David Letteraum, US chat slum- host, on the Washington bStf : 


Come back into place! I have a hip that hops out 

.iLraloJLa, 

ui a Lords debate on altemattee medicine ° w ■ s peaK 

As fer as I can tell by their views on European federal™*, u 
people’s creed would be better described aslNo NatSnrv. 
vatism.’ - Lady Thatcher on 'One Nation ‘ Tories 

As anytaii driverwili tell you, whethcryou liked her or noL 
you knew where you were with Margaret Thatcher - Tony 
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Dazzled by the music and the exotic perfume, Dickie 
doesn't notice the 1 love Egypt’ baseball caps 

By Lucv Navlnr 


How to get 
there 

Lucy Naylor paid £475 
(including taxes) for an 
o-day cruise with 
Voyages Jules Veme 
(0171-723 5066). 
Numerous companies 
offer flights and 
holidays to the Nile 
with or without cruises 
For example, 
Connections (0171- 
493 4123) has a one- 
week holiday departing 
Gatwick on 19 January, 
casting £359 including 
cruise from Luxor to 
Aswan and back. 

How to get in 

British visitors to Egypt 
require a visa, 
obtainable from the 
Egyptian Consulate- 
General; call a 
premium-rate number, 
0891 887777, for 
details. 

Where to seek 
advice 

The Egyptian State 
Tourist Office is based 
at 168 FfccadiJJy, 
London W1 (0171-493 
5282). Foreign Office 
travel advice for Egypt 
is available on 0374 
500900. 


I t is midday on day two of 
my cruise from Aswan to 
Luxor and back, and I 
am enjoying being the 
only person on board 
who hasn’t experienced 
a World War. The lunch bell 
sounds - or rather, a waiter 
tinkles the xylophone. It stirs 
most people to peel them- 
selves off the deck and bead 
downstairs to the dining 
room. The unfortunates who 
can't stomach the idea of 
food stay sitting in the shade 
with Agatha Christie's Death 
on the Nile . Those not read- 
ing discuss whether it was the 
airplane meal what dunnit. 

The rest of the 140 people 
gathered on board theAf$/to 
are playing dividing them- 
selves up into tables - the 
thrice -daily game of whoto- 
sit-with. On my table Eliza- 
beth. an imperial 75-year- 
old, and Rosemary, her pink 
and portly 50-year-old 
daughter, start to fall out 
quite sourly over the history 
of the Tfcmple of Edfu we vis- 
ited by horse and cart earlier 
that day. But the rest of us 
find we can chat amicably 
over their heads. 

Then, full to the brim of our 
panamas, we trot back up to 
the deck to sit in the pool or 
bubble gently in the jacuzzi. 
All the while the scenery floats 
by: the river-hugging strips of 
sugar cane and palm trees, the 
desert with unreal mountains 
of orange sand. “Its like a 
film, isn’t it,” murmurs a sun- 
lounger as she watches her 
Egyptian contemporaries 
washing clothes in die Nile. 
All those at the water's edge 
- which is most of the popu- 
lation of Egypt - wave at the 
boat and inspire a quotation 
from Antony and Cleopatra 
from Dickie, the Boume- 
Tnouth bachelor: “The barge 
she sat in, like a burnish'd 
throne, Bum'd on the water. 
The poop was beaten gold: 
Purple the sails..," 

The people display tokens 
of greeting - a large number 
of which they hope to offload 
on Dickie and his shipmates 
for as many Egyptian pounds 
as possible. But, dazzled by 
the musical instruments 
played by young boys, the 
exotic perfume and sensuous 
muslin wafted around, Dickie 
hears no sales pitches nor 
sees the “I love Egypt” base- 
ball caps. It must have been 
a doddle of a living for these 
merchants when there were 
200 boats squeezing on to the 
Nile. With tourist numbers 
dwindling, it is harder now. 
But not that hard. Before 
long the MS Ra is draped in 


white muslin and smelling of 
sandalwood beads. 

Tb avoid the really blister- 
ing sun, trips to shore are 
taken when the passengers 
are barely awake (breakfast, 
therefore, has the atmosphere 
of a midnight feast). This 
sometimes hinders us from 
taking it all in, and we stagger 
round the Valley of the 
Queens in a trance-like state. 

Night-time is when the 
boat people really wake up. A 
50th birthday cake sets the 
ball rolling on the first night 
On Lhe second night a fancy 
dress party is announced and 
a rack of garments produced. 
I abide by the rule “the older 
the passenger, the fewer the 
inhibitions”. Middle ground 
is claimed by a sedate four- 
some who play bridge in the 
midst of it all, wearing sensi- 
ble sheets and tea towels. 
The evening’s mirth is pro- 
vided by Irene, who tries to 
sip her cocktail through a 
sequinned yashmak. 

Night four is set aside for 
belly dancing. Noticeable by 
his presence is Dickie the 
bachelor, who fractured bis 
arm during the previous 
evening's sound and light 
show at the Temple of Karnak. 
A combination of darkness, 
'startling spotlights and 2,000- 
y ear-old statues apparently 
speaking with BBC voices, 
conspired to make him fall. 
This has put paid to Dickie’s 
lone excursions to shore, 
which it is just as well: even 
one-handed, he is the best 
belly-dancer the MS Ra has 
ever witnessed. Jo, May and 
Val accompany him with cho- 
rus girl kicks - they are a trio 
who have cruised the canals of 
Britain together for a week 
every year since they finished 
their School Certificate. 

The days and the temples 
come and go. Never have I 
come across so much faith in 
life after death. It’s a good 
dinner-table conversation. 
Most of the cruisers say they 
feel fairly sure there is some- 
thing up’ there for them, but 
wouldn’t ber the crown jew- 
els on it Like the ancient 
Egyptians seem to have done. 
The size of their tombs - and 
their egos... 

Queen Hatshepsufs mor- 
tuary temple swims before 
our eyes in the heat We climb 
the steps and at the top, 
among the pillars, look at the 
desert stretched out before us. 
Our smiling silence is broken 
by squawks of laughter from 
Jo, May and VaL- Dickie is 
belly-dancing in front of a 
sphinx. The others aren’t sure 
if it’s quite the thing 
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The cruisers of the 'MS Ra’ at the Temple of Karnak 


Photograph.- Lucy Naylor 


Last day but one and 
Britain is on the horizon, its 
memory evoked by a visit 
Kitchener Island by felucca. 
It’s exhilarating to leave the 
floating hotel and really sail, 
touching the water as the 
boat scuds across the river. 
Heavier passengers obligingly 
lean forward when the tilting 
becomes rather more than is 
strictly good fun. 

Clambering on to the 
island, we find ourselves 
once again swamped by the 
merchants. “Here come the 
barracudas,” warns Henry 
(dubbed the General), and 
we all practise the eyes- 
forward manoeuvre. One 


glance at a string of beads 
and you've had it. It’s a dif- 
ficult 100 yards. The weaker 
ones fall for a few scarabs, 
but the rest stride bravely 
through empty handed. 
Kitchener Island is a botan- 
ical garden of shady delights, 
and a fine place to stroll. 
Dickie finds a friend in a 
cheeky monkey that won’t let 
him go away from its cage 
without a racket. Rosemary 
and Elizabeth eajoy a Coca- 
Cola and a bench under a 
palm tree. 

On the last day there is just 
time for elevenses at the 
Moorish Old Cataract Hotel 
in Aswan, where Agatha 


Christie wrote her book. We 
have been told to avoid alco- 
hol during the day, but refus- 
ing gin and lemon served by 
perfectly poised waiters in 
white linen on the terrace 
isn’t cricket. The General 
and Rosemary are laughing 
in a comer, his wife and her 
mother are in cahoots. Dickie 
and the school friends are in 
danger of upsetting the poise 
of the waiters and being 
ejected from the terrace. I am 
talking to silver-bunned 
Mary. She deftly deflects my 
questions about the war, 
orders us another drink and 
tells me about her next trip 
across Siberia by train. 
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LAST RESORT 

Mbuzini, South Africa 

by Theda Sehreuders 


V isitors to South Africa’s 
Kruger National Park in 
the Eastern Transvaal are 
probably unaware that they 
are in witchcraft country. The 
well-tended camps of the 
game reserve and the abun- 
dant timber and fruit planta- 
tions in the surrounding low 
veld give the impression of an 
ordered country. But, as with 
most things in South Africa, 
traditional practices are inte- 


gral to this picture. If prob- 
lems arise - illness, conflict, 
misfortune -witchcraft is sus- 
pected and a witchdoctor is 
the obvious source of relief 
If you venture south off the 
national road between Johan- 
nesburg and Mozambique 
and away from the tourist 
resorts and commercial cen- 
tres, you're in a wholly dif- 
ferent cultural landscape. The 
Transvaal had been experi- 


Uzbekutati It's as if time stood st& in these exotic 
lands! The dusty city squares, the colourful local 
bazaars and turquoise domes. Travel the andent Silk 
Route, via Tashkent and Samarkand, or take our Mogfod 
Empire tour combining the best of Asia. Uzbekistan and 
breathtaking India. Roll back the centuries, wth 
Intourist Travel. 
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DISCOVERY 

GREECE-CYPRUS-SYRIA-EGYPT-ISRAEL^TUBKEY 
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Stimulating talks on fascinating ports of call 
& excursions - Crac das Chevaliers, Cairo & 
Pyramids, Jerusalem & Bethlehem, Ephesus 

Comfortable, friendly ship - 
maximum 650 passengers, exclusively 
chartered for British passengers 

All cabins with private facilities 
Good food and lively entertainment 

Excellent value - fares from just £595 
per person for twin bed cabin 
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ending an epidemic of “witch” 
killings and I was there work- 
ing on a film about a power- 
ful witchdoctor. His home- 
stead is at a place called 
Mbuzini in the furthest corner 
of the Eastern TransvaaL 

Mpapane is 72 years old. 
He has 14 wives and upwards 
of 60 children, and he's still 
going strong. His clients travel 
to this remote spot from all 
over southern Africa for his 
renowned skills in divination 
and herbal medicine. 

Our first trip up to Mbuzini 
seemed interminable; we 
turned off the national road 
and for a while travelled 
through com and sisal fields. 
Then we headed into the hifls 
and left tarmac for gravel and 
the sort of roads for which you 
should have a sturdy vehicle 
if you want your internal 
organs to remain unscram- 
bled After about as hour, we 
crested the line of hills in 
douds of red dust and saw 
Mbuzini spread oat before us. 

It isn’t a town so much as a 
small agricultural settlement 
Mpapane is one of the wealth- 
iest men of the district; with 
so many wives and children, 
he has plenty of labour for his 
fields mid numerous appren- 
tices for his practice. On the 
edge of his cornfield is a clear- 
ing in which stands an ancient 
fig tree, hung with the ragged 
garments of accused witches. 

A steady stream of clients 
turns up at Mpapane’s home- 



Mpapane tin witch doctor and his 
assistant Photo.- Joanna Head 


stead for treatment of various 
physical and metaphysical 
complaints and will often stay 
for several days. But there is 
no cosy inn or motel for them. 
The closest thing to a public 
amenity is the “shebeen”, or 
bar lounge, which sells beer 
and Goca-Cola. 

If you want to make a trip 
npio Mbuzini and need to stay 
for a few days, the best thing 
is to make friends with the pro- 
prietor of the supermarket, 
who may help you out But it’s 
easy enough to make day trips 
up from any of the luxury 
hotels bordering the Kruger 
Park, such as the MaJelane Sun 
Lodge (where crocodile stir- 
fries are common fare), or 
even from Nelspruit, the 
regional capital, which is two 
hours away. There, you can 
stay at the Paragon Hotel, an 
appropriately named Victo- 
rian throwback, and sip iced 
coffees at the poolside. The 
contrast with Mbuzini couldn't 
be more marked. 

‘The Witching Tree’, part 
of BBC2‘s ‘Under the 
Sun 1 series, Wednesday, 
9.30pm. 
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Phay Blyth’s Grand Tour 
Usets sail in 1998 on a 30- 
month voyage aboard a fleet 
of 67ft sailing yachts The trip 
Is divided into 15 separate 
voyages. Ad eight-week jour- 
ney in May/ June 1999 begins 
in Tokyo and extends along 
the line of the Aleutian 
islands and around the Gulf 
of Alaska before sailing south 
to Vancouver. This sector 
costs £11,820. 

The last leg of the journey, 
in May/ Jane 2000, sails north 
from Iceland to the Norwe- 
gian island of Svalbard 
(Spitsbergen), returning to 
Tower Bridge in London. The 
cost for these final eight weeks 
is £9,691. The trip is organised 
by Challenge Business Inter- 
national (01579 348387). 

The first charter flights from 
l Gatwick to Damascus begin 
on Valentine’s Day. From 14 
February to 22 May, Voyages 
Jules Veme (0171-616 1000) 
will run a programme of hol- 
idays based on the flights, tak- 
ing in Syria and Jordan. The 
price of £595 exdudes visa fees 
and airport taxes. Single sup- 
plement is £165. 

O ne year from now, you 
could be touching down in 
Britain after a fortnight of 
wildlife photography in the 
Falkland Islands. Photo Trav- 
ellers (01483 425448) is 
organising the trip, which 
costs £3,295. Because of the 
restrictions of the Britten 
Norman Islander aircraft 
that will ferry the photo- 
tourists around, numbers are 
limited to eight 

A kite strong enough to pull 
you along the beach is 
offered by Natural Heights 
(0181-682 8980), a specialist 
activity operator based at Bur- 
gau on Portugal’s Algarve 
coast As well as revealing 
the differences between 
quadrifo3s and power kites, 
the company also offers horse- 
riding, cyding and juggling In 
\Afest Africa, Kitebreaks Gam- 
bia (01432 264206) offers an 
ail-in package of £26 per day 
for accommodation, meals 
and kite instruction (flights are 
extra). The venue is Rasta 
Kunda, a locally owned and 
operated tourist encampment 

A Mediterranean holiday for 
“under £15 per person is 
being offered in the new 


brochure from Eurosites 
(01706 830888). Two adults 
and four children travelling 
to one of the company’s sites 
on the Costa Brava or Costa 
Dorada pay a total of £85 in 
late ApriL This includes ferry 
travel between Ramsgate and 
Dunkerque; you have to 
bring your own car. In peak 
season, the total rises to £490 
- £82 per person. Eurosites 
also has holidays by the Med 
in France and Italy. 

Tfor summer" ‘96 is^he all- 
inclusive holiday - but it Ls by 
no means a new idea. Club 
Mark Winner (0171-393 3131 ) 
has had a 20-year start on 
most of the travel industry in 
providing holidays where 
everything from breakfast to 
boaidsailing is included in the 
price. At the secluded Mark 
Warner Clubhotel Cap d'Or. 
on the Greek Peloponnese 
across the water from Spetses, 
a high-season week costs 
£1,306. This includes flights, 
meals and activities. Use of 
VIP lounge at Gatwick on the 
outward leg is available for the 
modest extra sum of £20. 

T he naturist holiday com- 
pany Peng Travel (017GS 
471832) celebrates its silver 
jubilee this summer. The firm 
is based in Romford, but 
offers clothes-free holidays 
around the Mediterranean. 
In Spain, naturist resorts arc 
located on Ibiza and on the 
coast of Andalucia - notably 
the purpose-built Costa 
Nature, near Gibraltar. The 
main resort, however, is Cap 
d'Agde on the Mediter- 
ranean coast of France. Six 
nights, travelling by coach 
from Britain, costs between 
£185 and £453, depending on 
dates and accommodation. 

T o follow in Rupert Brooke's 
I pen strokes, book a place at 
one of the Writer's Workshop 
weeks on the island of Skyros 
in the Sporades. The Skyros 
Centre (0171-267 4424 ore- 
mail skyros#easyneLco.uk) 
has recruited authors such as 
DM Thomas, Sue Townsend 
and Jill Neville to teach cre- 
ative writing on the island. 
Prices range from £495 to 
£755, excluding air fares from 
Britain, but discounts of up to 
15 per cent are offered to 
people who have taken holi- 
days with Skyros in the past. 
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Escape the crowds 
head for Finland. 
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ALOflSl QUAUTY HOUSES * Mias 
In South Woat France al wreabla 
prices. FrancophHa, bonded 
01X59 431 B60 

FREHCH CANALS Mil-ttrhra 4-12 
berth Panictwties ham 21 bases 
all over France. Brochure Iram 
French Country Cruises Tel: 
01 S72 821330. ATTa ATtX 

CENTRAL BRITTANY near lakes 
Farmhouse sleeps a/10. Cottage 
4/B. Bolehousa tor Z. Rfng/Tax 
01352 754275 

LOIRE VALLEY farmhouse holidays 
in fuart ol chateau and wneyards. 
Near Soumur. Outdoor pool. FuDv 
licensed. Family oi four In en suits 
room BAB basis horn £209 ps> 
week For brochure ring 101243) 
828844. 

A GLORIOUS HOLIDAY In 
Provence. For rent July. August. 
September old term char m with a* 
mod cons, large pod and garden, 
sleeps 6. 4 km St Pamy. Fa* 
90923312. Phone 809B0722 
evenings. 

DORDOGNE BeautiJul larmhousea 
8 gnus aei In idylUc countryside. 
Private pools. Personal manage- 
ment Individual care 8 attention 
throughout Tot 01222 521 348 


LA LOUETT1ERE , Fhouso port, 
view S. Loire. Sips 10. bflun Ft. 
£250 JUty (01522J 513009 
ROTAN. Fully eqwod Bat In mod- 
ant complex wfrh swimming pooL 
Sleeps 4. B each 1 km . Details Ib 1 
Atm 00 33 48227793. 

DORDOGNE- restMty rural trafi- 
nonol tern bufltflngs 5ln B. private 
pool 01363 777542. 

AVIGNON. CUy =*«» 

2/3 Rail station 10 minutes walk, 
omy ct 70 pf* Pasabto end sea- 
son purchase. Tataphone 
(01458)890288 

LOT - DORDOGNE. Ideal tar 1 or 2 
lamiUos. Charmmflly restored, 
very well equipped laimhouse. 
Large pooL table tennis, In bam & 
badminl on. Lovely eountrysWe. 
Tel- Gily Yarrow (0181) 874 8513. 
EXPENSIVE? Not at alll S. France- 
lovely: wafreqpd. terrtty house. In 
village nr. Med. Sips 8, i 
sand.'sporw/sun.’hjn, max. £500 j 
pw Jewett 0171 385 987S 
NOIFMOUTIEH, WEST COAST. 
Luxury well equipped 2/3/4 had 
■■mas with healed pool on 'the 
Island' wltn everything. 25 mans 
of sandy beacnea, pine tomato. 

picturesque villages 8 lun porfcl 

Phone kir Full delate Ref. F3510 
Tel 01502 500555. 


BRITTANY; AUDI ERNE Restored 
rural stone cottage, weB- 
•quipped, secluded garden, sips 
5, beach 3km. 01748 2SZ702. 


DORDOGNE PERJGUEUX/HAUT& 
FORT TWo salt catering gttes. 
Swimming pool jiaar all ameni- 
tite. Brochure 0161 8772S3& 


out Lanzarete A Tanartte. For 
superb colour brochure caH 
James VBla Hofldwe 01732 
B40M8 ATOL 2730 


VILLAS WITH POOLS, vaaga 
houses in unspoBI areas- Plus 
htte, tfydrfvea, waned wore. Ow 
2«h yawl Stuwi 0181 B«7 4748 
(24hr) AITO ATQL60B. 

S« STUDIO in T«J. titiage bousft. 

steeps 2, Sea/W. views, Tranquil. 
Nr. Paphos. TO/FBX 003578732497 


SUPERS summer apartments 6 
hows. Lakes & Mountains Mon- 
days. 01329 044406 ATTQ'ATOL 


Turkey 


POtTAU CMARENTE. Self catering 
gttea in peaceful countryside. 
Seep 2i. Tel. (0033) 48299781. 


Portugal 


HERAUU. 16 mta Med. Unusual big 
vMage house, terrace, 6 Hess, 2 
baths. Fun equip- 10171)8074888. 


CYCLE TOURING A walking in Brit- 
tany. From Cl 90 per week. Breton 
Bikes 01579 330378 




S.WEST traditional tamdroueas with 
pools. Tam et Garonne & Le 
Beam. 01954 281431 ATTO ASIA 


DORDOGNE. IdylUc Pertgord. 
British earned gtbo&, avail ofl year 
tram £120 pw. some with pooL 
Excetient quality. 0191 4» 5510. 


Fisherman’s cottages, co untr y 
houses & apartments throughout 
the most delightful areas of Portugal, 
from the Algarve to the Costa Verde. 
Many with gwbmnlag pool. 



Pemrnal service from Trier 

qjedalBts. Private villas, ] 
converted eflUages, sefcG 
botch, tufai-nade ftmearks, 
goto, auuu>& SpcciaJ Interest 
Holidays. scuba firing and 
short breaks to IsuatniL 
For* an indue, 

plow can.—: 00*1 K 

ffloiSl 995 9323® 


Lid unous remote 'oogw. 

Walking, canoeing. nding and 
vehide safans wi* *e v«V 
test guides. Superb w*dm 
Adventure with comf ort 
ci us S3 oaa» your Ooai «*»’• 
Phpne John Surcffit 
(01604) 28978 
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Northampton. NN1 5EX. 
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.RURAL FRANCE DIRECT. Se/actton 
ol character cotta +■ farmhouses - 
somo wttfi pods. AH regions. 
01425 857539 


FREE COLOUR BROCHURE ^ 
BING (0X798) 869416 QUOTE REF P142 

Or vrtu uu bdMdnl TrnrIIcn PortagaL 
Dept PI4S. Blgirar. Pkdboroafih, EL Sana RB30 1QD. 
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AFRICA TRAVEL CE NTRE- 

Capetown/FWare/Nakooi. FBBhta 

only, tefar mate hoidws, stems, 
firm A dub «wete». For tether 
Mo and brochure (0i7l) 
38888TB. ATOL 3384. 


FUfDRIVE NAMIBIA. Gome Lodge- 
Guesi Farm, hotel 
ons to dte CWjBQWWj™ 
Falls. Zambia. WgNyBBNMo. 
Sumhl 0181 8*7 4748 (24hr) A/TO , 
ATOL80& 


Country Holidays 

Britain's tonurhe cortage hofrfays__^ 


Corsica 


Greece 


E oisicj is the most beautiful 
slandinihc Mcdharrantan. 
We offer villas with pools, 
seaside cottages, stylish 
«els, mouauin auboges, an 
il j ad Wanderingprogra mme 
» nd speculi st Bower and 
pjiminpholiiiayv- 
PSem caD bi me 1 241ml 

0181995 9323 
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yVhichU NSPOI LT 
GREEK ISLAND 


tmsr The w*Jer snores of Greece. SYM) Undiscovered, unspoilt. 
Unspok Remote, lovely cjuiei UrtbeBowwy beautiful - lor the 
^tfcrawoed beaches. Lriiquo. roman tic. TVacMtonal houses. 


FlYDRIVE NORTH PORTUGAL. 
Charectar Pousada. Manor hm 
BB Docom. Also Madeira. Highly 
UTOflriO- Sunvfl 0181 847 4748 
CZ4hr) ATTO ATOL808. 

THE A2X7RES tranqu*. remote, ver- 
dant (stands. Hotels, tours, whale 
wateteng. eyeing. Hghly ttedbis. 
Survril 0181 847 4748 (24hr) ASIA 
ATTOATOLBOe. 


: VINTAGE PORTUGAL: Cottages A 1 
Usnortvwaes wBh pools. Unspon 
North. Mlnho & Doura. 01954 
l 261431 ATOL Z787 AITQ AB1X 
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Exotic Holidays 


tjlOS Remote, tranquil, serene. ALONISSOS kfyftc harfrorsida 
TTwebndwfweoreeaaiasst*. smjtw. Qiwt seauded beaches. 
kalymnos The Sponge Fishers EnoeOefll seafood tavamas. 

isarrtL Very fnendlyA Greek. SPETSES Pine clad secluded 
LEROS Gentle rolling hills. bays, azure seaa. WWaig p o^ 
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oeopia beauiU hartxwside. 
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Traditional farmhouses, collages, 
apartments and village houses throughout 
the most delightful areas of countryside 
Spain and Portugal. All chosen for 
their charm, character and setting. 
Manv with pool. 

FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 

RING (01798) 869416 
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Villas with swimming pools, 
cottages and village houses in 
quiet, sonic locations 
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CEPHALONIA 
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ZAKYNTHOS 
MEGANISI 
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'GREECE 

17 yaore otfertng our peraonai 
sowebon on «m islands o» 
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Unspoilt Catalonia 

SPAIN 
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vfiaawrtn podsn 
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Qoafitj lUhs. ^ 
Apts. & Hotels. Cl Is! 


SPANISH HARBOUR 
0117 986 0777 


CAREFREE 

SPAIN 


01689 800065 
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If you wish to advertise 
in this section please 
telephone the Travel 
Team on 0171 293 2222 


ANDAUIQA , beautthil ottva mm & 
pool In mtn vttlage nr Rondo. 
Supoib views, flora, froma. S/c 
opts for Z-12. vnth att comforts 
(01348)874381 

COSTA DEL SOL ■ Sea-front Apt 
nere Estepora TO 01934 743348. 
CASAS CAHTABRJCAS . SeaaKto A 
countryside hottdeys In bsauttuf 
unepdn ro^onaol Spain 8. Portu- 
gah The Green Norte. Lena Vafloy 
and novr the Stans de Franda. TO. 
(01223) 3Z8721 AfTO. 

ANDALUC1AN SUNSHitE. QrersKfo 

coastal tentihouss tev rent, core- 
lortebto accommodation, traocufl 
gardena. log Are. Sips 1-8 £12S- 
4D0 pw Irovn mid Jan. Brochure 
01305 812417 

HUAS. 2 bad vfite apartment (1 wv 
»At) In privaia gardens wttb pooL 
W 01225483975 
SPANISH ADVENTURE Waflang 
and exploring hoEdays In the *nW 
dsnae of AfeanacJn. TatTa* 0034 
78706089 or write n: (T) Box 2, 
Albarradn. 44100 (tenrefl. Spam. 
ALPUdARHA- South taring Siena 
Nevada valley- beaulflul country 
cottage, sodustod garden, poor 
1km Oighre- JOmlns 
coast Granada. Steeps 4 plus bad 
kota. Attractive, cemlortahle 
accommodation Tel 00 34 

587B4638-JuHa. 

ANDALUC1AN MOUNTAIN COT- I 
TAGE Sips 2-8, Sails sea. own 
pool. quaBty accom Real Spas’ > 
£150 pw 014® 45SDS3 
PIC0S DE EUROPA IN. Spam: 
Cantabrian Travel, “el (01473: 
717143. 

MOUNTAIN VILLAGE HOUSE . 
Gaurin. Andahioa. Superb views, 
ir. Rondo. Sips S (2 taftl. roo! let 
Secluded conyard. plunge pod 
30 mins coast. For otto & brochure 
Tel 01B1 292 3847. Fax 0181 292 
1890. 

PUERTO DEMA2ARR0N, Southern 
Spain. VUaa & apts. some with 
pools. Sandy beaches. Phone 
broch. Mazarnm vAae 01437 
710337 

VINTAGE SPAIN. Catalan , Gafrcur. 
& Maflorean country houses most 
wWti pools. Close coast- 01954 
261431 ATOL 2787 AITO ABTA 
C, BLANCA M0RAIRA. VlOas up tc 
as pool, beech Irom £130. 01454 
68*501 

MENORCA. Quite comfortable 3 
bed. 2 bate villa Mr sale, sandy 
beach, bird sanctuary. Flights 
arranged, rm £495 tertrd Tel 
(01328) 842251 

ANDALUCIA. GAUCIN. TradOonaJ 
’white' mtn -riQage. Lovely o«d 
hse-apte. Sips 2-13. Yr-round 
comforts. Magical courtyaitts and 
gardens. Watts, /lowers, birds, 
ruins. Fly Malaga. CW>. Sevffle. Tel 
101711 720974S. 
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English 

Country 

Cottages 


kerala 


a special destination in 


india 


cail the real specialists now 
for our superb brochure 
2 weeks from £530 
Cape Travel Co. Ltd, 
0181-943 4067 ^j\ 


AN UNRIVALLED 
selection of holiday 
pnipertiesi of superb 
character and quality 
in the lovdiesr 
areas of England. 

Free 428 page 
colour brochure. 
RING (01455) 852222 
QUOTE EJ57 |24 lint 
Ok Vfurt: 
English Count?* 
Cottages. 

Derr. j»’. P.O. Bex is. 
Earl Shilto'-. 
Leicester 


YOUR KEY TO 


THE COUNTRY'S 


FAVOURITE 


COTTAGES 


FROM fi6PP. 


. - - •,^C^V U V- TV 






NORFOLK'SUFFOUCS Welccme 
Cottages Pate, teroo. lUM Inc 
Many mss ihan £ 150 pW Ocv 
Aprf 01756 702205 


. Don't foisirt . 
to mention tSe 

Independent 
when replying to - 
. adverts 






Devon & Cornwall 


SPORTS & CRAFT BREAKS FOR ALL 


illd 


GOA 

H from 

M &28 H 


"EASTER. IM •TOSCANY 


5ta> 7 nyhls el hxana Le Rture, 
3 iuxirious ‘Ic^mtiy Inn. 
nino'-inied by vineyards £■ olive , 
groves in the heart oi Chianu. 
Sieskha Ki Evening drmer me. ! 
Lf.uWe occupance hom March, 
npnliMay LI. 109. 

Single occupancy £660. 

. Confirmed reserrations roceioeri 
before I 5 ih February 
I0A discount. 

Tel: (00391 S77 74319B or K2 S3150 
Fsc (®3SJ S77 743191 of 52 12552 


SK1ATHOS, Potion, Skoptens. 
A/an/ssos. Mykonai. Lemnos. 
Superb vfllas. apts A hotels, most 
with sea views. Expert * friendly 
service from Sktathos Travel UU, 
now In our iBth year. 0181 
94051 57. AITO. ATOL 1680. 

SK1ATHOS. Ptelon. SLopteos. 
Afonissos, Myfccwtw. Lomnos. , 
Superb villas, apts & hits, most 1 
with sea views. Export S friendly 
service lr SVattyos Travel Ltd, now 
in our 18th yr. 0181 9405157. 
Aim ATOL 1680 

THE INDEPENDENT recommends 
Pure Crate. Spring Howora and 
empty beaches. S/C village 
houses. 1996 Brochure. 0181 
7600879 ATOL 2757. 


GREECE PELOPONNESE nr Mono- 
muasta Collage-Rural Setting. 
Details 0171 235 3905 

PAXOS AND LEFKADA - Tin most 
beautiful and Inspiring GreeL 
Islands. Simple studios, sea view 
apartments, country cottages and 
luxurious vllaa Raframp and walk- 
ing holidays. For 1996 brochure. 
am Paros HoMoys. the tree trodi- 
Oonat spetaatiste (01580) 765000 
ASTA AITO. ATOL. 

CRECO-RLE 6 F1L0XEN1A .Avery 
dlHerent Greece lor '96. From 
PSxos to the PeJ openness, from 
Leras to L eon irion to LHLsa. Tote- 
phone (01 422)373999 ATOL 2a 17 
AITO. 


Skiing Holidays 


Bill jj 


b n.w ^ 

aransBorfsiOfL 
V beauLTul peorie. i 
sro’oiigccMsiIineand 
ddewb ciisffie. ^Tui more 
■3.1 r. e sx. ' Dll for our new 
r e?-£ E brochure or se; yoar 

iri'-el ' . ' K 

Inspirations 


RELAX and DABBLE bi an amazing range ol craft 

activities and sports facilities. From GUIDED WALKS to 
INDOOR ARCHERY; AQUA AEROBICS to GOLF; 
POTTERY to GLASS ENGRAVING; MDOOR BOWLS to 
HORSE RIDING; TBfMS to TEN PW BOWUMG; +++ 

BO ARCH - 5 Nls tfldwk E144/E156; 2 Nts E73/EB5 DBB 
JUNEAUD JULY - 4 Nts CT49/E162; 3 Mts £126/2136 DBB 
AUGUST - 4 Nts E181/E216; E290K360 P.W.FUU BOARD 
MANOR & ASHBURY HOTELS West Devon 01837 53053 


FREE GOLF + WHOLE IN ONE 


O iz/iplv 

^ e u 


Courchevel 
Mcribci ^ 04, 
La Plas n e 0|i il . )j .. ch . !U . lv 
Valmorel hotels .md 
Vcrbicr .veir-catcrins 
iipcs. C ri-slios .S. 


Italian ch nd r*; n-s' dubs. 
Dolomiles Ski guiilinij. 

SrJicdnfeH JH‘./'rC#if\. 




13 TOP RES0RT5- 
GREAT VALUE PRICES 

CHALETS/MOTILS/APTS IN 
francc: and Switzerland 
Flexible Tb,vil 

0171 602 4826 

4i wen pc too. mm wi4 ssz 
iOTA vr'sr • »re-. 463* • A/T'3 


Italy 


TUSCANY 

Select year idyllic holiday 

Villa from our neu 

LAKE COMO 

OUT NOW 

♦ 

• VENETO ; ' 

C0TZ\GES TO C\STLES 

01622 726883 

’UMBRIA 

Thiijhj Hom ir, 
ill Treftrirffr RJ. t .MriJuur. 

A**/ .IIElo HSU. 


ITALIAN^ t 




I fiPYLLIC ITALY I j 


The ccmplcre ^eketwn 

ccinCTMidc 10 cui«(. ViflJS. 

Famhoijs- Uslc, CJuniiuii; 
I'jiun-iMiile A Cory Hotel*. 


■0161707 8705:;- 


Quality villas & cottages 
in the green heartlands of 
UMBRIA & LAZIO 
Ferry Motor ail Fly-drive 
iraluniHai ATOLJJia 
5/7 Humboh Ko*i London W6 BQH 




0171-381 6636 




CAREFREE 

ITALY 


01689 841900 


CASTLES 




> 

LATE 

availability 

/A.RMATT - YALIVISEKE 
COLRCHCVF.r. isso 
.MFIUBF.1. - 1ACKSON m>I.E 




WHITE ROC SKI 


WEEKENDS 

AND TAILOa MADE HOLIDAYS 

[lAiY* FRANCE •SWTZS9JWD 

ANY DAY - AN t fUASBI OF DfttS 
MAXIMUM ELCFETME 
ATOL AITO 


| 0 1 7,1 792 1 188 1 



BIGF00T TRAVEL 
-CHAMONIX 


qyAUTY ALTON i 
. ’’SERVICE ■ CHALETS 
MOTELS ■ APART* 
'te£NDS*flEXl DATES 
i : OFF WSTtREU SKliNa 
, \ WKITL80U7E 
lINDmDUAia AND GROUPS 
Tel' 01491 579601 
r . --.ATOL mi 


THE AIL-IH ■■77 
5Ki FACKAGE 
■ yCl)'7i BEEN 
LOOKING 
FOR, ONE 
| PRICE C0VEB5 
THE LOTI 


SPECIALISTS 

Erewtibitati, 

ftanltaftia 


SUK» FAMILY 
CONCESSIONS 

Wvffaaxl fifltas Iron 
eatekfciManchtttr 


BIG SKIING, SMALL VILLAGES, 3 
Valleys.' Vatmoreli Les Ares. Excel- 
lonl Hotels /CnaJeL From £198' 
SEFHOUS FUN 0171 405 lOlft 


01273 203202 




SKI GOUflMET exclusive Austrian 
Chalet or small French Alpine 
hotel. Fine food 8 wine, no 
crowds. 1m £470/wk. Wfrieiralls 
01306 712111 


meribex 


AP GENT I ERE Chamonix Chatal to 
rent. Sleeps 9/10 centre old til- 
lage. Close 5ft3.dln**nfl. waHno. 
reaaurante- Tel 01 582 7B2S19 



MER.ISKI 

V: 01451 844738 


QINDIA, 


FOR THE BEST 
HOLIDM'S TO INDIA 


MM 


0181-506 2729 


New Zealand 


FLORIDA VACATIONS- Individual 
holidays, exclusive acconwncda- 
non, regional fBghts. FuBy 
booded. Tel Brochure Lina 01727 
841330 ABTAV3164 AriO ATOL 
297® 

NEW ENGLAND VACATIONS- Dte- 
Micthe Inns tt famfly homes, non- 
stop Rights id Boston. Brochure 
Line: D1 727 SS2211. Fu8y bonded. 
A0TA V5 1fr». AITO. ATOL 2978. 

DISNEY/FLORIDA Luxury 3 bed. 2 
bate v8bi m pme free& Large 
heated pool, cable TV. CKwe lo 
tennis, horse trig. gott. Tel 0181 
341 6718 


NEW 

ZEALAND. 


LOOm FDR A GREAT DEAL’ 

Buy one scheduled Air Hn lubnd 
muni lor £ 9 M and go. another for 
0 <df DM. Phone 0 1 ?32 859811 tar 
yoor mforaamn pack. Btn be ^stk - 
booh Wore 15 ft febnwjr 1996 . Offer 
valid for outward travel between 
16 th April and I 5 di Jane 1996 . 


Cotswolds 


COTSWOLDS WELCOME COT- 
TAGES. Pets, men. hrel Inc. Many 
less than El 58 perimek Ori-Aptfl. 
Brochure 01 756 702212 

A SELECTION oi hami-picfced cot- 
tages. Character Cottages 01283 
445007 (UC2W) 

COSY STONE COTTAGE hi quiet 
tittaga 2 rrftea to Broadway. Open 
fire, lull CH. 4- poster bed.iovaly 
wants, use of indoor heated pool. 
Ideal romantic break. W/e rate 
from C130 unto end Feb.Day 
01386 858842, Eve 01388 8S342B. 

LUXURY onauka frpoeter B+B, from 
Cl Spp. 01 608 682425. 


LA BELLA TOSCANA. Very special 
tannnsos, vUlas. & apn lor rent n 

& around onchoniing medieval 
Son Gimignano bshreon Ftorenee 
and Shm. 19K Broch oiai 
422W1A 


TUSCAN Y;5taLV, Srieri properties 
in excellsru locations, poote etc. 
Col Brochure 01533431120 ABTA 
V7333 

ROME - NAPLES. Modem title In 
cOutiuy SieoptB. FTom£240pw. 
Afce smuli hotel, pool, tennis, 
good rood TeL 01875 615866. 

UMBRIA . Lgv com, Y tarmhouie 
Sips 2-6 Tranqul SupwtJ 
views, good walWitg & tighisoe- 
IngTO. U 1173673440 

INVITATION TO TUSCANY Ftoman- 
hc cottages ana h*nirieu4 votes io 
let in some oi ttw lav**® 1 areas oi 
Tuscany. 1996 Brochure from 
0i2f 4£3 5016 and 0171 803 
7111. 

TUSCANY Beautiful farmhouse with 
pool. Sips 6-8 0171 9364087 

VALPOUCELLA, nr Verona. 17lhC 
iprmhM. Counytt. tonace. shin- 
ning views. Slpa 2-6. Ideal 
L Garda, Mtns. Venice. Vigcrtfa. 
Mantua. AvaD March od. 
KSSOp.W. 01885 247392. 

MARCHES Rural cottage. 2 able 
baron. 1 hr oca. Stunning scenery 
Bm Urtiteo A AB9M. 01543 2S3059 
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Travelscene 


'The So. I SU-Drtte Oxmptmy’ 
St’/f-ufriii' Ai 

itpnriruents tn 
France ami Switzerland 

Prica3 from £49 
fiBT person per weoi 

Fur a bnxhurc call 

0181 427 8S00 


SKI PEAK special Is Is la Vaujany 
(Alps d'Huezl Chalets. Hoteta. 
S/C. Superb cu'ome, skt-guldtng. 
child csre, short iranstarv ATTJL 
S0B7. AITO TO: 01252 79S941. 



MERIBEL a MOTTARET with Ski 
ExpertencOL Exwtient en sutla 
chateis, ski guMIng. nannies, 
aandsrlHl food. For tete ssnsons 
brochure eall. (01 17) 874S351 C24 
hre) 


Activity Holidays 


1=1 


The Experience of a Lifetime! 


- _ • Track the elusive S«o* Leopard 

e Save Borneo's precious Rain Forests 
* Search for Dinosaurs in Montana 
. • Record India's ran ishlng festivals 


Telephone: 01865 311600 please quote IN 

PS Bccouse tomtvww's world nceJs you today 


Join 'Cow ■ Mcnibcnhip only L 7 S,-..'. C'hcrtfy *»■ 


LA PLAGUE, low rani. ctwroVno pri- 
vara family I1BL 2 bed z bate, nd) 
piste, Bto, bm fichooi. Also (TOh- 
mor, aW, fWo. f 0 ’ 71 ! 

8074989. 


JANUAHy BARGAINS- S 0 J 7 Jon 1 

week CourehaveL Vortnor C34» 
pp Ind rtn Bts A Bra My cawrett 
SatteL Sknpiy SU 0181 7422541. 


PORTES DU 50LEJL CfltOTd 
chotau. doorotop eU-Ing. ski 
Oteda. Tel SU Moot# fOIBl) 427 


DRAW-JWNT WRITE- SronaUi West 
Country House. Support. chaJ- 
langa- sympathetic tuttioa Bogfr»- 
iwrs weteomo. Brochure: Croethm 
Space. Lunga MUI(9|, Arotsrn. 
AHJV". PA31 BQfl. Tal: 01852 
5Q0S2&. 

ACTION HOLIDAYS kjT 5 W 15 your 
olds Superb contras bi Surrey, 
St n flanMiba S Lancashhe 1to4 
Stef) ratio. Free brochure 01706 
B14SS4 lanyifrnoL 

LEISURELY CYCLING A wafalng, 

quality noilttaya In Nortelk. Com- 
fort our pri only. Unescorted. Bagi 
carried. Windmill Ways 01603- 
871111 


Special Interest Holidays 


IND.REAOERS en|oy teo creative A 
rotared short eoursoa pi Caombo 
Farm Siuittui. S. Devon. Join us 
tor painting, calligraphy, popar- 
makmg, crafts. 01803 722352 


Holidays Afloat UK 


DORSET'S WELCOME COTTAGES. 
Pals, linen, fuel ,ncf Most Mss 
than £150 par woak Ocl Aprtl. 
01756 707204 

DORSET FISHERMANS COTTAGE 
on Ghasfl boatte. Porttand Sips 4- 
6 £150-300 pw Inri CH. Winter 
and early Spring brooks iram £90 
lor 3 nipfric. Brochure 01)05 
1/0905 

A SELECTION oi nand-pickod c«- 

teges. dwnteufrCottagee 01282 
445007 (UCSIOr 

ATTHACDVE FARM HOLIDAY 
COTTAGES In ktyHic rural aet- 
Ung.W Ullion Abbaa 01258 
B8D558(brach) 
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trails of the unexpected 


COLCHESTER 


The capital of Romantic Essex 



Colchester 


Cricket 

^Ground. 




: Sports: 
Ground 


Castle Park 




A Roman arch outside Colchester castle Photo: Jane Baker 

By Andrew John Davies 


=, {Oi\ t /iUKfln 


100 metres 

Lengffi of walk: 
£5 mites 


St Botolph's station 


C 


huck away the labels 
"Essex Man'’ and "Essex 
Girl”. One of England’s 
largest counties, Essex is 
stuffed full of timber 
churches, enchanting vil- 


ramblings. Tike Colchester, for 
example, our oldest recorded 
town. The Romans set up their 
first capital here in AD43 when 
Emperor Gaudius came march- 
ing over from Rome, accompa- 
nied by elephants, to accept the 
surrender of 1 1 British kings. But 
if the Roman legacy is apparent 
throughout the town, so, too. are 
the 200 elegant Georgian houses. 
Intrusions of the modem world, 
namely the vile concrete blocks 
of Essex University, are merci- 
fully segregated on a distant 
campus. 

The main railway station is 
some way from the town. Walk 
up North Hill towards the cen- 
tre and your eye will be irre- 


sistibly drawn towards a massive 
rcd-brick structure dominating 
the skyline. This is Jumbo, the 
old Victorian water tower named 
after a famous African elephant 
and now due for conversion into 


still displays an elephant. 

Near by is the Balkeme Gate, 
the largest surviving Roman 
gateway in Britain. Its massive- 
ness shows how the Romans 
securely girdled the town with 
fortifications after Boudicca had 
razed the previous settlement to 
the ground in AD61. 

Much of the original two-mile 
stretch of wall, some nine inches 
thick, is still visible. Near by is the 
Mercury Theatre and also an arts 
centre in an old church. Col- 
chester endured an 1 1-week 
siege during the Civil War in 
1648. The Royalists set up a 
large cannon here on St Marys 
which they called Hurapty 
Dumpty. It was eventually 


demolished by the Parliamentary 
forces, giving us the rhyme: "All 
the king's horses and all the 
king's men couldn’t put Humpty 
together again”. 

Walk towards the High Street 




broad roads, another Roman 
legacy. Saunter through the 
ground floor colonnade of what 
was once the Com Exchange 
down towards the splendid Town 
Hall of 1902. This is Edwardian 
extravaganza at its best, topped 
by St Helena, the town's patron 
saint. Further down the tower 
are four figures representing 
Colchester’s main industries: 
fisheries, agriculture, engineer- 
ing and the military. 

Every year the mayor holds an 
Oyster Feast here at which 
invited guests sit down to quaff 
the local speciality. A recent 
European Union ban on one 
particular chemical has encour- 
aged the revival of the industry. 


The Romans were partial to oys- 
ters or Colchester Natives - their 
shells have even been excavated 
in Rome. 

On the other side of the High 
Street is the charming Red Lion 


i:rrrar T nir 




1500. Go through the nearby 
alley towards the Social History 
Museum located in another con- 
verted church. 

Gose by but set back from 
Trinity Street is a real find, 
namely Tymperlevs Clock Mu- 
seum in a 13th-century timber- 
framed house. The One array of 
clocks, quite apart from their 
functional value, are objects of 
beauly. Make sure you are there 
on the hour when they chime 
and ring in a magical orchestral 
symphony. 

Turn down Eld Lane and then 
along attractive Vineyard StreeL 
At the end on the right are the 
remnants of the medieval St 
Botolph’s Priory, severely dam- 



Visitor Information Centre: 1 Queen 
Street, Colchester, Essex C01 2PG 
(01205 282920): open Mon-Sat 
10am-5pm 

Social History Museum, Trinity 
Street (01206 282942): open 
Tues-Sat 10am-5pm, April to 
October only; closed l- 2 pm. 
Admission free 

Tymperleys Clock Museum, Trinity 
Street (01206 282943): open 
Tues-Sat 10am-5pm, April to 
October only; closed l-2pm. 
Admission free 

Natural History Museum, High 
Street (01206 282941): open 
Tues-Sat 10am-5pm; closed l-2pm. 
Admission free 

Hollytrees Museum, High Sheet 
(01206 282940); open Tues-Sat 
10am-5pm; closed 12-1 pm. 
Admission free 
Colchester Castle (01206 
282939): open Mon-Sat 10am- 
5pm ; Sundays (March to 
November) 2-5pm. Admission 
£2.80 adults. £1.80 children and 
concessions 


aged during the Civil War siege, 
but whose impressive west front 
has a fine Norman arch. 

Turn up Queen Street, past yet 
more Roman wall, towards the 
Natural History Museum in yet 


to go inside and plunge your 
hand deep into the Feely Box 
and grope the insects. On the 
other side of the road is the 
exquisite Hollytrees of 1718, 
now a museum devoted to 
domestic bygones. 

Dose by is Colchester Castle 
which proudly boasts the largest 
keep or central tower anywhere 
in England - much bigger than 
the White Tbwer at the Tower of 
London. The Norman castle 
was built on what had been the 
Roman Tbraple of Claudius. 
Never ones to waste building 
materials, the Normans incor- 
porated the bands of Roman 
red brick. 

Castle Park is an excellent 


place to stroll. Leave by the 
Ryegate Road exit and enter 
one of England’s best-kept 
secrets, the Dutch Quarter 
where several hundred Dutch 
and Flemish refugees set up in 


ir.Thrw. 


with them their expert weaving 
skills. The overhanging upper 
storeys of the houses are a 
delight 

Make your way through to 
the river Colne, the reason why 
the town sprang up here in the 
first place. Delicacies were once 
shipped from here back to Rome, 
including our much-prized grey- 
hounds. Stroll along the riverside 
until you reach the bridge in 
North Station Road. Turn right 
back towards the station. 

In 1907 a Mr RA Beckett 
published Romantic Essex-. “The 
spell of a magic Past carelessly 
hidden beneath a prosaic Pre- 
sent this is the spell of Colch- 
ester”. Mr Beckett was right. 


HSUK 

DEPARTURES 

B asil Fawlly roust be fuming: 

Bournemouth is going 
all-out for the non-smoking 
trade. Its new visitor’s 
brochure (available on 01202 
451700) details three stretches 
of tobacco-free beach in the 
Dorset resort, and features a 
hotel - the Shelley Villa 
(01202 302400) - for non- 
smokers only. A week of halt- 
board costs £159; and if the 
telephone is too primitive a 
form of communication, you 
can e-mail the place at 
shelleyvillatg’bouniemouih- 
□et.co.uk. 

F urther north in Dorset. 

hardy souls can take part in 
a guided walk through 
Thomas Hardy countryside 
any Wednesday and Sunday, 
departing ar 10am from the 
Town Pump in Dorchester. 
You visit the writer's 
birthplace at Higher 
Bockhampton and the home 
at Max Gate where he lived 
for 40 years. The eight-mile 
walk concludes with 
afternoon tea, which is not 
included in the cost of £5. 

Shropshire County Council 
has launched a series of 
walks based at Clunton and 
Coverdale, which are 
available from local tourist 
information centres for a 
suggested donation to the 
Shropshire Wildlife Trnsr of 

20p. 

O xford to Cambridge for 
under £4, or London to 
Edinburgh for £13.50 - these 
are the best back-to-college 
fares of the academic year. 
They are the standard rates 
of the lift-share agency 
Freewheelers (0191-222 0094 
). Prospective passengers 
have to pay £10 to register 
initially, and drivers 6. For 
the first time in the UK, a 
lift-share scheme is being 
commercially supported (by 
Avis, Midland Bank, Vauxhall 
and the YHA), which should 
enhance its chances of 


The new cut-price airline 
I linking Scotland and 
England, EasyJet (01582 
445566), has begun services 
between Aberdeen and 
Luton. Tickets only from 
the airline. 



Arnie the stallion lumbered forward, the towrope shot a 
line of spray and we set off down the Rochdale Canal 


By Muthena Paul Alkazraji 


A final word on safety before 
we set off.” said our guide 
for the half hour’s horse- 
drawn narrow boat excursion 
up the Rochdale Canal. 
“Please don’t go out on deck: 
there isn’t one.” Arnie, the 
Ardenne stallion, dutifully 
lumbered forward, the tow- 
rope shot a line of spray from 
the water as it lightened, and 
we jolted away firom the 
marina’s edge, en route from 
Hebden Bridge, along the 
Calder Valley, to Britain’s last 


In 1887 the Rochdale Canal 
Company operated an express 
cargo service from Manches- 
ter ro Sowerby Bridge: more 
than 30 miles and 92 locks in 
36 hours, with the crew 
snatching six hours rest. But 
now Arnie was setting the 
pace. The original boatmen, 
by reputation a rough-living, 
hard-drinking bunch, trans- 
ported coal, timber, wool and 
cotton along this, one of three 
trans-Pennine canals, thro- 
ughout the Industrial Revo- 
lution. This afternoon the 
rudderman, Paul Jackson, and 
his crew (wearing dogs and 
Victorian boatman’s costume) 
contained themselves to the 
occasional drag on a roli-up. 

We navigated an imposing 
loek at Mayroyd Mill, and 
later scraped under a number 
of stone bridges that Mr Jack- 
son told me had knocked dis- 
tracted crew members into 
the water on a number of 
occasions. “Prior to Arnie, 
we had a Shire horse called 
Corkier he smiled. u He fell 
in, too, and just lay there 
quite happily, eating weed. 

Later, a crew member lay 
back on the top of the boat 
with his feet on the tunnel 
roof and "legged” us out 
alongside the tow-path oppo- 
site WUkley Clogs - a multi- 
storey Victorian mill sitting 
grandly between the canal 
and the River Calder. 

Gog soles have been pro- 
duced continuously on this 
site since 1870, but the com- 
plete clog-making process 


only began here in the 1970s 
after Frank Walkley bought 
out the old business, and 
began attaching the leather 
uppers. Though popularly 
imagined as obligatory work- 
er's uniform during the Indus- 
trial Revolution, demand for 
the humble wooden sole was 
at its peak tn the late 1940s as 
practical all-round footwear. 

Today Whitley's is Britain’s 
last remaining clog factory, 
turning out up to 20,000 pairs 
each year. 40 per cent of their 
business goes to heavy indus- 
trial use, and the remainder to 
the fashion market, sold 
through mail-order and their 
mill shop. Rows of Gibsons, 
Derbies and Bars (the tradi- 
tional Lancashire woman’s 
clog) line their shelves in 
suede and patent leather: 
knee-high and slip-on; 
brogued and with bells on. 
They cover the whole spec- 
trum of colour, and are soled 
with kiln-dried beech wood. 
The choice is enough to send 
a New Model Anny fan- reg- 
ularly arriving by the van load 
to shop here - into a stupefied 
freeze of indecision- Brad- 
ford’s clog-sporting, post- 
punk, nomadic tribe provide 
Vl&Udey’s with a steady source 
of custom, and in return 
VVafldey's look after their own. 
“We send along one of our 
master doggers to set up a 
repair-service at the group’s 
gigs," explained Sue Jones, 
joint owner of the business, 
“and we regularly get a tin of 
biscuits from the band mem- 
bers at Christmas” 

In an open workshop 
beside their factory store, 
dogs are hand-crafted and 
repaired by doggers in public 
view. One resourceful visitor 
had brought in their worn 
out Dr Martens for a clog 
conversion. The mill building 
itself, no longer entirely given 
over to clog production, is 
now home to numerous other 
specialist craft and gift shops 
ihat are on the whole in beep- 
ing with the theme of Victo- 
ria! industry. It includes sfl- 



En route to the Waltely clog factory 


versmiths, spinners, furniture 
makers and toy sellers. There 
is also a Calder Valley history 
museum and restaurant sell- 
ing roast beef and Yorkshire 
pudding - what else. 

Hebden Bridge itself, a 10 
minute walk back along the 
canal, having developed into 
a thriving textile town in the 
last century, has retained and 
renovated its architectural 
heritage. Its mills, walls 
cleaned of industrial dirt and 
dad in ivy, now house numer- 
ous artists’ audios and crafts- 
people’s workshops which 
have earmn the nickname “St 
Ives of the North”. Much of 
the top and bottom housing, 
built to provide homes for its 
textile workers, can still be 
seen precipitously stacked 
along the steep hillsides. 

Hebden Bridge’s most 


famous son. Sir Bernard Ing- 
ham, was educated at the 
local Grammar School. Mrs 
Thatcher's chief press-secre- 
tary, a man not to be crossed 
by all accounts, apparently 
wears clogs and gets them 
from Walkleys. Before leav- 
ing, I glanced through their 
catalogue and discovered it 
was technically possible to 
order a blue, suede jackboot. 
“Now this style rather suits Sir 
Bernard” I could hear the 
assistant say. 

Hebden Bridge Tourist 
Information; 01422 843831. 
Calder Valley Cruising; 01422 
845557 (cruises to the the 
dog factory start in April). 
Vfclkiey Clogs: 01422 
842061 - open every day 
except Christmas and Boxing 
days, adults £1, children free. 


NEW ZEALAND. 
BUY ONE RETURN 
GET ANOTHER FOR 

£ 369 . 


WHO BUYS WHICH? WE DON’T MIND. BUT DO IT SOON. 

Buy a return ticket for £980 and get a second for only £3 69 if you book before 15th February 
1996. You can both look forward to Air New Zealand's award-winning in-flight service. And 
Hew Zealand? A lifetime of browsing through brochures couldn’t prepare you. You’ve seen 
mesmerising photos of its mountains, beaches, forests and fiords and the exhilarating activities 
they’re home to. The offer is valid for outward travel between 16th April and 15th June 1996 
but be quick - seats are limited. See your travel agent or call 01932 859811 for your free 
information pack on this special airfare and other great offers for your holiday in Hew Zealand. 

Once you’ve sorted out who pays the £369... Who carries the luggage? 


g* air neui zeatana 

the pride of the pacific 
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No carbon dioxide, no problem . . . 

At least that’s the theory for natural gas as the fuel of the future But are we ready for it? By Gavin Green 


t was good last week to see 
Steven Norris, VW dealer 
turned transport minister, 
endorsing the natural gas 
powered bus which has just 
. started to ply the streets of 
Bristol. Perhaps a cleaner bus can 
also attract a cleaner, more 
respectable clientele, and per- 
suade Mr Norris - who, famously, 
doesn't much care for bus pas- 
sengers - to use iL 

Natural gas looks like being the 
fuel of our post-petrol transport 
future. It has the potential to be 
100 times less polluting than cur- 
rent petrol/diesel vehicles and 
some car manufacturers - tradi- 
tionally coy on the subject - are 
suggesting that gas is probably the 
way to go. 

The environmental advantages 
of natural gas over unleaded 
petrol are manifold. It is less 
toxic when burnt by an internal 
combustion engine- winning on 
carbon monoxide emissions 
(about 20 per cent of petrol's V, 
oxides of nitrogen (70 per cent); 
hydrocarbons (40 per cent) and 
sulphur dioxide, the main cause of 
acid (natural gas produces none, 
diesel is particularly appalling). 
Cities, which suffer most from 
exhaust toxins, are likely to be far 
better off. The world beyond 
should also be a better place: nat- 
ural gas, when burnt, produces 
less carbon dioxide (CO : ). the 
main greenhouse-effect gas. 

Further advantages are its ubiq- 
uity (the earth is richest in natural 
gas) and that a distribution and 
extraction industry is already in 
place. There are world economic 
advantages, too: Russia is the 
world’s biggest producer, with 
something like 38 per cent of 
known natural gas reserves. And 
nothing would help international 
political and economic stability 
like an injection of hard currency 
Moscoiv-ivay. 

So why don’t the motor and oil 
industries stan changing their 
industries accordingly? After all, 
converting a current car to nm on 



For better or worse; the new gas-powered bus in Bristol 


CNG (compressed natural gas) is 
easy. Many cars in many countries 
- 300.000 in Italy, most taxis - 
have already been converted. 

Well, natural gas is not all scents 
and sensible theory. Its major 
environmental problem is whafs 
called “methane slip". Methane, 
which typically makes up about 95 
per cent of natural gas, is the most 
virulent greenhouse-effect gas of 
all. It’s about 30 times worse than 
CO,. Although burning it does the 
earth a favour, all current CNG 
vehicles let more methane escape 
through the combustion process 
than engineers would like. There 
is also methane loss into the 
atmosphere during gas extraction 
and refuelling the car. The upshot 


is that despite the potential green- 
house benefit, the result may be 
a penalty of simply replacing CO; 
with methane, something worse. 

CNG is also a less energy- 
dense fuel, which means you need 
more to do a given mileage. One 
of the attractions of petrol is that 
so little of it gets you so far. Per 
volume, petrol has about three 
times more energy than CNG. 
Plus the CNG tank- which is stor- 
ing gas under high pressure - 
needs to be much heavier. A typ- 
ical CNG fuel tank for a car 
weighs about 70kg - the equiva- 
lent of canying an extra man’s 
mass. 

Probably Britain’s most out- 
spoken champion of CNG is Jim 


Randle, former chief engineer of 
Jaguar and now Professor of 
Automotive Engineering at Birm- 
ingham University. Professor 
Randle believes CNG will start to 
achieve “real popularity*’ for pri- 
vate cars in Britain in about 10 
years. 

The major environmental ben- 
efits will come when specially 
designed engines, better suited to 
CNG. are available. Professor 
Randle predicts that with tech- 
nological advances by the year 
2010. the best engine will be a gas 
turbine, which he believes would 
be 100 times more ecologically 
friendly than today’s catalytic 
equipped petrol car. The turbine 
would, in effect, act as an on- 


Phrtograph: Christopher Jones 


board generator powering a bank 
of batteries supplying electricity to 
four little electric engines (one in 
each wheel). It sounds bulky’, but 
the toial weight and size of 
mechanicals would be no greater 
than the engine and transmission 
of today's cars. 

Professor Randle and quite a 
few top car company engineers 
reckon this could be the state of 
the an production car in about 20 
years. 

Beyond that? Hydrogen, say 
most experts, is the fuel of our 
long-term transport future (no 
pollution and it comes from 
water). Until then, as Bristol is 
beginning to find out. natural gas 
should do nieelv. 
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Mercedes Benz E-class 


.ercedcs-Benz 
Ihest cars id the • 

I They produce the m 
thoroughly 

and safe cars which 

the world's most 

It’s just such a shame the new 

° D sSre^vebeensome 

beauties, such as the 

sports car, and most old 

cedes sports models W 
recently superseded E-cia»i 

Mercedes’ most 
model, is a timeless design, 
looking homogenous from 
angle. The latest S-Uas.s, 

although beautifully wrought 
and untiringly comfortable, 

looks like a felled shed with us 
slab sides and ungainly height. 

But worse of all is the new 
E^class. It is a real bits-and- 
pieces design with three dif- 
ferent philosophies thrown 
together four little head- 
lamps and fetching^ sculpted 
front end at odds with the tra- 
ditional rectangular grille 
alongside; unappealing fiat 
sides contrasting with the 
rounded front and a generic 
Japanese tail, with lamps that 
look like they are off last 
year’s Toyota. 

Fortunately, it drives well: 
strong and solid, unfailingly 
stable even in cross winds 
and heavy rain. There is 
noticeable improvement in 
steering feel (the old E’s helm 
always felt a little dead), in the 
smoothness of the automatic 
transmission’s shift, and in 
handling. The basic E200 ver- 
sion is surprisingly sprightly, 
thanks to engine improve- 
ments. There’s also substan- 
tially more rear room. 

On the downside, the new 
car doesn’t feel quite as well 
made. Its switchgear, for 
instance, is not as chunky, 
being mostly the same sort of 
hollow plastic that you get 
with Fold, Vauxhall or Rover. 

Some of ihe olde-woride 
touches about the old E are 
also missing - such as the 
hinged arm rest for the front 
seats. Now you rest your 
elbows on the padded centre 
console, as with eveiy other 


car. These changes are aU to 
do with saving money. Old 
Benzes were built to a n engi- 
neering optimum, and priced 
accordingly- Mercedes knows 
that is not tbe way of the 
Japanese and Americans; or 
novv of its European rivals. : 
No doubt, in terms of crash 
testing, pollution ■■ controls,’ 
reliability, panel fit and so on, 
the new E beats the old one. 
However, you don't get that f 
feeling of being in something 
truly special, a marked cut 
above the rest, as you did with 
the old E. Instead, the mid- 
size Mercedes is now merely 
a very good car, probably the 
best In its class. Il is impres- 
sive on the one hand, but dis- 
appointing on the other. _ 
Gavin Green 

Specifications ' 

Mercedes-Benz E200 Elegance- . 
auto £27,402. 1998cc,feur_._ 
cylinder engine 136bhp, top- 
speed I28mph, 0-6Dmph 12 " " 
seconds. : 


Rivals 

Audi A6 2.6E Quaibo £22,690 
Much cheaper, mode! for model, 
than the Mercedes and just as 
good to drive. Well made too, if 
not quite as substantial. ■ 

BMW 520i SE £23(200 New 
model coming in the spring, but 
the old one handies and rides 
well, and is the. best made car . 
in the class, after the Mercedes. 
Cramped rear, though. 

Rover 827 SI £23,495 Quicker, 
better equipped than the Benz, 
but nothing like the overall . 
integrity. 

Saab 9000CDE 2.0i £22.545 
Roomy, individualistic, 
comfbrtabte, but not as solid as 
the Benz. . 
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Ireland 


Irish Cycling 
Safaris 

One week tours for 
Cydists of all abilities. 
For our brochure 
contact 

7 Dortry Park, Dublin 6 
Tel: 00 3531 2600749 


AH IRISH COUNTRY HOLIDAY from 
the widest choice. Individual Cot- 
tages. Castles. Motets ft farm- 
houses. Rshlng. Gait 8 River 
Shannon cruising 01502 560688 
fWhrs) 


SW CORK. Itad 1BC cottage. 2 dbf 
2 sgl. sea view, open country, gdn, 
wood Are. Mg. washer/drier. 100 
mtru io Swansee/Cork ferry. Frm 
CIBS pw. TfcL 0171-7944682. 

SHAMROCK COTTAGES, SO High 
Si, WWBngton. Somerset 01623 
681 060. Col Bra of 280 select 
htMses. Disc Foma. AITO. 

ENJOY IRELAND Hofidays. Cot- 
tages! Cantos! Catena. 1000*801 
properties In 100’s of locations 
tram £55 pppw too car on terry £ 
stare) 91254 6S8SB9. 


The Lake District 


Xoglisb Country 
Cottages 

An 'jnuvaueo 
choice throughout 
the Likes. 

Free 428 page 
colour brochure. 

Ring 

101455) 852222 

■1UCTE us* IJ4Hr»( 



MU.THWAITE HOUSE Wtodsrmsre 
Thorn barrow Road, overlooking 
take. Afl rooms ensulte (some with 
Jacuzzi baths) Satellite TV, ura- 
makfng, Same, Tyto Steam Room 
and heated Indoor pool soiety tor 
<w guests use. 2 rights. 5 course 
Dinner BAB ted. VAT orrty £99, 3 
nights only £130. Brochure; 
(015394)43638. 

LAKE DISTRICT Welcome Col- 
lages. Pets. Oran, fuel Inc. Many 
less than Cl SO p/w Oct-Aprll. 
Brochure TaL O17S0 70220B 

HU17HWAITE HOUSE Wtodermara 
Thombarrow Road, overlooking 
lake. Al rooms ertsuHa (soma with 
Jacuzzi baths) Satellite TV, tea- 
mafcfrig. Sauna. Tyfo Steam Room 
and healed Indoor pool eotaty lor 
our guests' use. 2 rughts. 5 course 
Dinner B8B IncLVAT only £99, 3 
nights only £130. Brochure 
01 5394 4383& 


A SELECTION of hand-plcfced cot- 
tages. Character Cottages 0128Z 
445007 (UC205) 

RATTEROALE HALL ESTATE often 
range at ale eccom on private 300 
acre Estate. Set between Uffsao- 
ler and Halve ffyn. Brochure 
(017884) 82308. (24 M) or tax. 

EDEN. An oasis of peace In the 
heart of 2 national parks 
(Lakee/Oatos). Free 83 page 
accommodation guide. Eden 
■fcurtsm 01768 893426 (24hrs) 

NORTH LAKES COTTAGE steeps 6> 
ft> peaceful river and MwaDosFift 
weeks Wkendslmld week breaks 
Croquet tennla and river bashing 
in summer 1079001 822350. 

UNIQUE MOUNTAIN COTTAGES, 
eusep 2-22. Orofiry character, log 
Ares The Coppermtnee Comston 
(015394) 41765. (24hrs) Special 
wfmsr breaks from £85. 

BOOT ESKDALE. Award winning 
Character cotreges in Lahotends 
finest valley. 019487 23100. 


London 



C*n»iillfil hrpfta 


0891-87- 10- PLUS 

What's on (his Week— .10 Getting to the Airports _1 5 

Whai‘s on for Onklren— 1 1 Accommod a t i on Advice- 1 6 

Placesto VrsrtforOvldren.12 Sundays o London 30 

Popular Attractions 1 3 River Trips ~ — .31 


CaUDI TtoetrmnjrUMp reran «9p pr» Wrvwi 

Moptfd vested «*r &r tv tow Tnrw Bora 


New Forest 


New Forest 
Cottages 


RIDGEWAY RENTS 

Dept. IND, 
4 Quay Hill, 
Lymmglon, 
Hants. S041 9AR 
Tel: (01590) 679655 



The Peak District 


PEAK DISTRICT Welcome Cot- 

tages. Pots, Ann. fii*f Mel Many 
less ttan Cl 60 pAr Od-ApdL Tel- 

05756 702215 

'PEAK COTTAGES.' Quality sic 

ocsum. In DftiBysMrs Oates A 

Prate. Efeoch. 01142 820777 

A SELECTION of hancHftfceii cot- 

tages. Character Cottages 01282 
446007 (LJC206) 


Norfolk 


THE BLAKENEY HOTEL 

aa/rac***H 

COMMENDED 
Blacken ey. Norfolk 
Overlooking National Trust 
Harbour tfie pafeef base 
from which to explore the 
unspoilt North Norfolk coast 
and countryside 
Midweek and Weekaid Breaks 

giochme 02263 740797 


WELLS-NEXPTHE-S6A. ale cottage 
sleeps 4+1+ catDogs welcome. 
Weekly (Bts/shori breaks. TW: 
(01485)518056. 


Scotland 


•CONSULT THE EXPERTS' 
Over 3.000 sclf-calcring 
properties in all areas 
from luxury houses to 
, croft cottages. 

( Write or phone 

for brochure: 



ijbuv 

30 Frederick Sl 
E dinburgh EH2 2JR 


Exceptional holiday 
properties io die motr 
beautiful areas of Scotland, 
rut n tage brochuae 
RING (0132S) U4C11 
Quote S2« cm hj»i 


SCOTLAND’S WELCOME COT- 
TAGES . Peis. Bran, fuel Inc. Many 
law than Cl 50 pfw Oct-ApriL 
Colour brochure. Tel. 01766 
702213 

S.W.SCOTLANO 6 luxury cottages, 
peaceful courtyard setting with 
superb views. Indoor pod. Moot- 
tain bfkea. Good walking, fishing 
®H* goH. Bro chure tale phone 
(01846)33077*. 

A SELECTION of hend-piefced cef- 
tases. Character Cottages Oi 282 

445007 6JC207) 

NW SUTHERLAND Croft cottages 
by the sea from £110 pw. 01507 
466003 

COTTAGES-HOUSES. ovwr 180 in 
South Scotlwrd. Fd> colour 
brochure. G u Thomson ft Co 
(01556)904030 

PRETTY STONE COTTAGE tu quM 
Oumheteshlre conservation vil- 
lage. Sips 8. Lg garden. STB 5 
Crowns- From E150pw. 0184s 


DISCOVER SCOTLAND. WWi a 
choice of over 1 00 dellghHu! cot- 
tapes- Colour brochure. 01784 


NW SUTHERLAND Craft cottages 
by ttw sm from Elio pw. Oisor 


HIGHLAND HIDEAWAYS. Wide 
sntecdon of IntMdual. qusfty. are 
cottage* in lovely highland kxa- 
fionsleL (01643)224707. 

ISLAY, COTTAGE SIPS 5 ovurtook- 
Ing sndy beech. (012851 88516S. 
Evenings oiriy. 


Suffolk 


SOUmWOLD Smile* Cosy period 
cottage. Open 6 TO. heating; gar- 
den. aloe 4. Bwefcm eyellng. 

01277373362 

SPACIOUS CONVERTED fisher, 
man’s shed, next tea. Pfeff- 
appointod, Spa 4 cotrfcnaWy. No 
CTtofcsre no dogs. 01379 651297 


Sussex 


SEDLESCOUBE. Nr BWte. Bride 
nail Hotel Tudor Manor. 
WlnterfSpring breaks Any 2 rtghb 
C85 pp DBftB. 3rt nt aecam free, 
pay only £Z0 for Wtesf & dinner. 
"Kl (01424) 870253. 



NORTHUMBRIA 

H c l j 3 y C o r t j. c : 


Dhcouer dm best kepi iccrer 
of the North East and enjoy a 
week or mors, or take a short 
break, areongst idyfiic scenery 
andbeaudfiB beaches. 


New for 199ft 
Rkaxwg Short 


fm 199ft Brochurb 

OuNwck 

01200 444070 

QUOTING Rff NO 010402 


NORTHUMBRIA’S Welcome Cot- 
tages. Pets, linen, fuel Inc. Many 
less lhan C150 p/w Oct-ApriL TW. 
01756702217 

SUPERB COTTAGES . Notthum- 
bria, Wrii Gatea. Mas. taefa. tar 
brochueTat (01244) 34570a 

BAtBURGH Large house overlook- 
ing castte. CSOOftSO pm. B Key 
commended. Weekend breaks. 
Wephone (0191) 2328058 

(office). 

SUPERS COTTAGES. Norihumbfks. 
forks Dales, Lakes, Peaks. Sykes 
Cottages 0)1244) 345700. 


Wales 


A superb s aledion oi qualify 
character cottages in Hie 
flsmbroteshrre Coasf Ndionol 
Parit Afl properties furnished 
to the highest standards. 

Phone now far fes colour brodwe 

01239-881397 Pfthro 
PEMBROKESHIRE 

COAST * C0UNTBT 

C0TTAGS 



Welsh Country 
Cottages 

An unuvrllld choice 
is the best areas of WalejJ 
^ Free 64 page 
colour brochure. 
RlNG(0U2l)S5U41 

QUOTE WIN CM Hu} 



The best la satf-catering 

500 gwBty ce Ma jm 
aadfxnaftaasu 

throsgbout Wales 


01686 625267 


Wales BoBdtys (1) 

Kewtoma. Pemji SY1S 2QZ \ 


SNOWDONIA COASTLINE. Lkryn 
prabisuta sea-side end country 
cottage*, cerevsns to let. Ngiyn 
Hots. (0758) 720B74. 

PL WALES 1,000 cottages, etc 
Manns. Stews, SnowdeflM 
Eaata. 01758701 70S. 

A SELECTION et hand-pMJced cel- 
tags*. Character Coflagta 01282 
445007 (UC20B) 

TENBY . Saundersloot & Pem- 
brokeshire, 480 mdtvkhral self 
catering homes nocr beautiful 
beraheeond coureiyckte. Frans B 
Maesn. Dspt 19. SI Julian SL 
TRntjy. 01834 MS 000 BOn) 

BRECON BEACONS. Over 108 ale 
cottages come sleep to 30. Many 
Jess Oian £250 pm Wgh season 
D1B74 676448 

CARDIGAN COAST School Hob 

only-Pan houea Saduded 

gerden Nr beeches, WBdJfte. 
BabyWWng A vaB. BiOCh 01239 
682804 

GOWER. MumWos. Swansea 120 
cottages, houses, nets. Home 
fiom Home 01792 360624. 


West Country 


Car Accessories 


Cars for Sale 


Thi Perfect Country Break I 



GET TO GRIPS 

with winter conditions 


• F ree am ? iteitl 
uuli] booses A cardou 
■ 400 r»4e» of waBs. cTck’nsszs 


emleotne/*D» 
VknteaaK BAB9 fi- £30 a riftK 
- Sctf-rattfta; retraces 
|ftkare tec Swrei ■/ Sratk SwMrare 

tor yaar FKEE hrocimix 
Tkfc eiMS 7T3T9 (Hbr) 

or write to Dipt IND.Teuxiwn ft 
Jlarfcattae IWL Bomb Seamot 
DC. BiyoptenWay, 


18EXT(83)BloyS- 

HANEC RQVH1 (A) alter -ESH8 

AUSTVf HEALY(7t) £3100 

S83fflA(aS}W«B_ — £1386 

CAJMLER OJ (SB) — £U 75 

PASSAT 1 ft 00) — ; — £3831 

MAESTRO EPl (88) £1425 

NOVA CONY (85) ! £1695 

ASTRA ANISES m.; 

JAGUAR 80VBBGN W ^3895 

AX GT LTD ED (88) £2860 



Er.^libh Tour;?; Board Q 


c cfnru»s 

71m CcarUni* -INi 

'olL DwbbTQIZ&PP 

(01626) 333678 


WEST COUNTRY Wefcome Col 
tages. Pets, finen. fuel Inc. Many 
less than El SO p/w Oct-ApriL 
Brochure TeL 01758 702218 

CORNISH WacOME COTTAGES. 
Peis, Unen. fuel Inc. Many less 
than £150 per week OcMpril 
Brochure 01756 702201 


COTTAGES A HOUSES afl over 

West Country: over 400. vtvfdiy 
cteacribod/stBr rated: colour 
brochure. Helpful Holidays, 
Coombe 73, ChagJord, Dsvon 
TQ13 BOP. IN 01647 433583. 


Yorkshire & The Dales 


Owt 40(1 self cderlog bolidij- 

profntirMn rural and crkaul 
Ixalknt. frum BroWe. Hurks jnd 
Heartbeat Country to tho Coau. 
Cix&ii Inrttr fbi-vn 

Dales Holiday Cottages 

ETB Apencv 

Ctdtm B annas Park. Skip ton 

North VnAahire 8D2 2 DC 


01756 799821 


tefira 

MOWS. Pas»« Lata OMrU 
Ovwan aprerikMBhg 
B31HQBS. Wnto or otione for our 
ft4"b»atfatucfeire. 
*(01756) 700872 

N HotorCrttageiYartetfmljd 
WwSireei.Sldj4«i(4 
k North YKteiera.f 

HAWS, WENSLEYtULC. 40 Coun-I 
try Catngee. Pew wolcsme.[ 
Brash. 01069557 GS4 
YORKSHIRE DALES Wofcama Cal- 1 
tagee PMs. Mnen, fuel Inc. Many I 
ion man £150 p/w Oct -April, fei. f 
01756 702209 
SUPERB COTTAGES. Ybrks Dalos. I 
Northumbria. Lakes. Pealo. Sykes I 
Cotaoos (012441 W5700. 

A SELECTION of hand^dted cor 
ngea. Character Cotteges 01 282 
445007 (UC20g) 

YORK UP TO Sin OPT. AU teefft- 
bw, Braehwe. Haworth Court 
Hotel 01904 U5156 



MS INTERNATIONAL 


CARLTON GU (O feh EOSB 

AS77tAGTE(E). eMa £2700 

730 SE AUTO (91) feh E13ftB5 

ESCORT GWATD (93) feh £8400 

PRELUDE AUTO |K)mty. J8SD0 

LOTUS ESHUTTORBOiBB) £t2ftBS 

NOVA KBUT)B7) rad 075 

KABKSAX1 ZZR 1100 D( (93) — £9190 

RENAULT IL (Bfi) blue £1500 

ESCORT 1.4 (00) 484 £1850 

ESCORT 1^1 (92) red -E48B6 

KAWASAKI GR NOR (84) £1800 

ESPACERTI9QU £UJ|7» 

ESPACE 2000(G) fell —17300 

GOLF m (00)480)9 £1905 

O7B0EN BX19GT) Mv(80)_JO405 

TO>OSXTD(?()«i — : — £0275 

248 GLAUIO (B7) RED 0950 

COROLLA GTl COUPE OS ) — £2K» 

BEETLE M0J(73) 

HYUMMIPONYGL|84)^— i£75 
CAPBussrag eras 


100NXAotQ(a2)btt(* 0575 

l*SDI POP PLUS 
MAESTRO 21 (91 1 md . .. £2800 

— £1550 


2CVD0UY/89)t5h_ 
POLOl.im fch- 


ESCORTPOP(C)U«±- 
XR3f(BQfef). 


£2500 , 
—£876 


.XttOO 


SXITIRTOESm £2800 

FESTADeSEL(S)taa £1300 

ESCORT HABRB? (92) MHO 

ASTRA GTE 1« (90) _£S®8 

RENAULT 19 PHWA (021 0750 

CARGO 0813 (K5 £250)+ VAT I 

ESCORT GL PLUS (E) £1485 

4Q6GRI(89)|flS £2190 

GOLF DRIVER (00J77K -13700 

ORCMDESa-W--— 1 . JZ30D 
CORBA.RAB04) £0550 


■ SH 747 

SBGT 2S50 

saa zaa i 

TH36DOS SEO 
MTTL - 500 
«7TBfT 785: 
UV8) 2850 


WJ5444 1.13S 
74WW ISO 
2SZ7WWUS0 
3S7VKJ 


To advertise in the Saturday 
Motocmg seci^on please 


Mark Chandaon 0171 293 2338 
or Fax: 0171293 2505 


PHONE 0121,7 402305 PHONE MOST ARC PLUS V.A.T 
FAX 01257 474745 FAX ALL ARC PLUS TRANSFER 


NATIONAL NUMBERS 

(01642) 365555 or 360066 


Reg available shortly. 

Numbers 1-20 (subject to availability) 
+ any 3 fetters (except I. Q & zj 

Interested? 

RING NOW 


Motor Services 


ResHteA&fll Driving School 
Before the written test 

learn to drive in North 
Wales. One or hwj weefc 
comae with last and 
accommodation arranged.! 
For details phone: 

01407711391 


SAAB 


SAAB m WARWICKSHIRE, Offer 
lha tea rango of now Saaba and 
vrefextetetfiy the largav ulaeiion 

> f£^ LUnB Qan *S« Wi (09281 


Classified advertising 
also appears on 

page 4. 
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January has become 
an active month for 
sales. And this 
year there’s a new 
breed of young 
buyer on the move. 
By Anne Spackman 


Andrew Mancais (pictured with his girl- 
friend Bridget Scott), the director of 
Winkworth’s office in the West End of Lon- 
don, will save £300 per month when he buys 
a similar flat to the one he is renting 

Photograph: Philip Meech 



l may be because of central heating, 
it may be because Christmas is the 
only time when busy families can sit 
down and take decisions, but whatever 
the reason, January is no longer the 
ugly sister of the property year. For the 
fourth year in succession, estate agents 
have opened their doors to a steady 
stream of enquiries from potential buy- 
ers and sellers. But this year there are two 
significant changes. First, the January 
activity follows on from an already 
improved November and December -for 
some agents their busiest months of 
1995. Second, the seasonal batch of sales 
by divorcees is being added to by a num- 
ber of first-time buyers. 

It seems that with rents going up and 
interest rates going down, the property 
pendulum is finally swinging towards 
owner occupation for the generation in 
their twenties. Winkworth, the London 
chain with 32 branches across the cap- 
ital, is reporting interest from first-time 
buyers in one-bedroom and even studio 
flats, which for the past five years have 
been almost unsellable. 

Andrew Mancais, the 2S-year-old 
director of Winkworth’s West End 
office, is himself buying for the first time 
this month. He and his girlfriend are 
purchasing a flat the same size and in 
the same square in Baron's Court where 
they are currently renting. Thking his 
mortgage and all monthly payments into 
account he will be at least £300 a month 
better off. “Interest rates are coming 


down and the cost of renting is going up 
by between five and seven per cent a 
year.” he said. “I think prices are steady 
and there are now so many good mort- 
gage deals around that it is a good time 
to buy. " His office has just had its busiesr 
ever November and December. 

Winkworth’s Kennington branch has 
also had its busiest December for years. 
Andrew Cooper, who works there, has 
himself decided to join the ranks of first- 
timers. "There is a new generation of 
buyers coming through like me," he 
said. “With interest rates so reasonable 
the time seems right to look around.” 

Two women featured on these pages 
last year as committed to renting have 
also decided to join the ranks of New 
Year first-time buyers. In a complete 
reversal of die traditional situation. 


they found they could live far better as 
owner-occupiers than as tenants. They 
can no longer afford to rent. 

The first-timers are emerging more 
strongly in London than in other cities, 
where rents have yet to rise as a result 
of increased demand. But signs of life 
arc apparent in the property market 
everywhere. 

The latest quarterly report from the 
Land Registry, based on the vast major- 
ity of house sales in England and Wales, 
confirms building society reports that 
house prices began to rise during the 
summer of 1995. The Land Registry fig- 
ures include transactions without mort- 
gages, which are now thought to account 
for almost one in five sales. 

The only category of property to fall 
in value between July and September of 


Why sell now? Three owners give their views 


R ichard and Margaret Garvin are putting 
their four-bedroom house overlooking toe 
sea in Thurlestone, Devon, on the market 
with Marchand Petit in Kingsbridge tots 
month. They want a plot inland where they 
can build their own home. Mr Garvin said: "I 
don’t think the timing of a sale makes much 
difference any more. If people are serious 
about moving they will do it when they have 
the money and the inclination, rather than 
wait until toe daffodils come out. It seems to 
me there are two housing markets. At toe 
low end, people are in a lot of trouble. I 
hope we are in the one that is moving. B 


G illian Isaacs is selling a three-bedroom 
house with land in Surrey and buying in 
London. Mrs Isaacs said: ‘I think the time of 
year is irrelevant I’m a banter and I’m keen 
to beat any bonus rush that might come in 
the spring. The biggest problem is that there 
aren't many houses to view If toe right thing 
comes up you have to move fast. It seems to 
me that property in central London is selling 
quickly and near the asking price.* 


Iasi year was new flats, where average 
prices fell 05 per cent For terraces, 
semi-detached and detached homes, 
prices rose by between two and four per 
cent A regional breakdown of the fig- 
ures proves the case that the quality 
market is performing best Detached 
and semi-detached houses in Greater 
London have seen the greatest price 
increases. Prices for semi-detached and 
terraced houses in most other regions 
rose fractionally, while flat prices fell 
slightly in the North West, Yorkshire 
and Humberside, the West and East 
Midlands, the South West and the 
South EasL 

This year looks set to continue the 
trend for good houses to outperform the 
mass market, with the agents who sell 
the more expensive bouses taking the 


riizabeto White is selling her house 
Loveriookir*j toe Waveney on toe Norfolk 
border through Bidwells’ Norwich office. She 
is planning to move nearer to one of her 
children, following toe death of her husband. 
Mrs White said: Tm fortunate to have a 
house in a lovely setting. We have access to 
toe Broads and I take toe view that keen boat 
people would want to get settled in before 
summer. The agents seemed to feel that if a 
house is going to sell, it wifi sell at any time of 
year. The only time when I would not put a 
hose on the market is in August Otherwise 
ft's a question of when you need to move." 


most calls. Patrick Ramsay of Knight 
Frank (as the 100-year-old institution of 
Knight Frank & Rutley is now known) 
believes the property market has shifted 
a few months forward. He said: “From 
the first of January until the end of May 
has been the best selling season for the 
past three or four years. Once people 
have got their children back to school 
they roll up their sleeves and get on with 
ft But there is still the benefit of the sea- 
sons from the point of view of the gar- 
den looking its best,” he added. “There 
will always be an element of houses 
which are best launched between April 
and May.” 

Edward Waterson, who runs Carter 
Jonas's York office, has seen an encour- 
aging number of new purchasers since 
the New Year. “We did an analysis of 
why people were buying, and relocation 
was the number one reason” he said. 
“People moving jobs often like to spend 
Christmas in their old home. It's a big 
change from my father's day, when 
estate agents virtually shut up shop 
between Christmas and Easter.” 

His colleague in Cambridge, 
Richard Hatch, is recommending that 
would-be sellers of quality country 
houses put their properties up for sale 
now, rather than wait for the spring. 
“They don’t need to look their best in 
order to sell well because there is such 
a shortage of supply,” he said, “but it 
is a bonus to have pictures of how it 
looks in the summer.” 


Househunter 

Hartest, Suffolk 



H artest Mill is a house for 
grown-ups. Converted from 
a flour-grinding mill by an an- 
tiques dealer, it is a spacious, 
predominantly open-plan 
home with quality fittings 
which would be unlikely to suit 
a family with young children. 
The property sits in gardens 
with stepped ornamental pools 
at the end of a private drive in 
this smart village about eight 
miles south of Bury St 
Edmunds. It has 
a sitting-room, library area, 
dining-room, fo’tchen/breakfasi 
room, galleried study, two and 
a half bedrooms and two bath- 
rooms. Bedford Country Prop- 
erty Agents (01284 769999} is 
asking for offers in the region 
of £195,000. 

For what it’s worth 

Employees of the newly 
Lmerged Scottish Courage 
group relocating to Edinburgh 
from the south-east of England 
are using the Internet to 
search for new homes. 
Information rooms have been 
set up in Staines and Reading 
by The Property Wive, which 
publishes property information 
on the Internet. People can 
access property details with 
colour photographs as well as 
information on specific 
neighbourhoods, schools and 
arts events. Gordon Kerr of 
Morton Fraser Relocation said 
the initial response to the 
service was terrific and he 
expected it to become a 
standard part of the relocation 
process. Property details, 
however, had not turned out to 
be as crucial as statistics on the 
weather - the subject that most 
worried employees moving 
north. 

Who’s moving 

T he home of Brigadier 
Anthony Wingfield, the 
distinguished Second World 
War soldier and former racing 
manager to the Queen, is to be 
sold at auction, following his 
death last month. Brigadier 
Wingfield, who was awarded 
the MC and a DSO. retired to 
Ireland for a life of horses and 
fanning. His home. 

Brow ns town Park, is in prime 
hunting country 26 miles from 
Dublin. The Georgian house 
with five main bedrooms, 26 
acres and 10 horse boxes is 
being auctioned by Hamilton 
Osborne King on 27 February 
with a guide price of 
li£380j000 (£357,000). 


Tel: 0171 293 2222 


property • residential 


Fax: (H71 293 2505 


Country Property 



KretaOBi 


TWG8EW HOUSE, KWOBGE OH *W 
An aeaM (tokened Geapxi nepafy 

haitaxBMt 
p*riBDo**lon 
peijarret, afjjtmnwl . 

mfcjioyrocmkanMlo 

OTdofleaigwClcuxffumwiiniMM 

ratals gmanndnc h eWnc* 
(otercfcQ to 

GUDE PRICE SlAWHOFfifflKXD 

Col 01432 266663 


France 




FRENCH PROPERTY 
EXHIBITION 

26TH, 27TH, 28TH JANUARY 1996 ^ 

FRL l LOG AM TO 7-00 PM. 

SAX 1000 AM TO AOO PUL SON. ALSO AM TO 5,00 PUL 

THE EXHIBITION CENTRE, 
NOVOTEL, HAMMERSMITH 
1 SHORXLANDS, LONDON W6 


OijuiHcd bv FRENCH PROPERTY NEWS 
2a Larabton Rood. London SW200LR Idephone. 0181 444 5500 
BRJTAIN5 BEST EXHIBITION FOR HOMES IN FRANCE 


FRENCH PROPERTY NEWS 
monody, for your a tree copy Tofe- 
phere (D1B1) 9471834. 


North of the River 


LONDON HW3 Rated fld V M vMt 
a wsaftti ot period features. 2 ffiJi 
beds. BasuSftH Roc. SB « IF erfe 
mwtta Braptace. Wa> pMa fldn. 
Own amranca to grand Victorian 
residence- Close tube / Hamp- 
stead Heath. E28S.00Q. 0171 79« 
5104 

N16 BEDSIT share bath, kitchen, h 
c/h lat floor Sal with prof woman 
N/S. ESSOhnfli Inc. afl bOa eacapt 
phom 01 81 0064736. 


Kent 



Four year old qpactow detached 
'in select dose. Fine beds, rwo 
balha including sauna. Utrec 
| receptions. lUichen ■‘breakfast, 
.utility, doalcs. doable integral 
fsaiagr. High spa:. 2100 <q. fees 
cvtadiag garage. Coorenasit 
MJO. BR doanesuc and 
raiernatnmal, London approx 
I hour. 

£188,000 
Tel: 01233 - 61 3183 


Sell your home for as little vA INDEPENDENT 
as £50 per advertisement . . ^ on Sunday 

Saving Up To 70% On Our Normal Advertising Rates* . ■ 


Advertise your property in the 
Independent on Sunday’s award 
winning Sunday Review magazine. 
The advertisement appears in the 
module format shown here, with 
40 words of copy complemented 
by a fall colour photograph of 
your home. 



NR LEICESTER 


mirMfti’aJ Lh«g bar 
apartment in former H oVg g j 
iddgr 14 czik&iBlv «eS»* 
6d cte eanr.-’cTBc'aQag 

linage seifr fei jrt tare 

auaHt ^tWi. La tu-jfru 
[(4dk, 

t-tphe- Amt-g arm. SaaE 
•' CP»**4 garden. gajagt 
V £74£50 oju>. 
Day: 0171 2952343 


The Cost 

The more Sunday advertisements you 
book, the cheaper the cost per insert. 

1 x Sunday Advertisement costs £70 

2 x Sunday Advertisements cost £120 

(£60 each) 

3 x Sunday Advertisements cost £150 

(£50 each) 

•Normal Property advausng rates 1 advertisement £162 


of copy to: 

Wharf, London E14 5DL 


"Jjii i- tins conpon and send payment with a colour photograph and np to 40 words o 
Property Team, Classified Advertising, 19th Floor. Independent Newspaper, I Canada Square, Canary 

1 rvajiBK for liceipi of copy is the Totodav dirt prior » Scudi> pnHirilw Commercial ahattoDS package avaEabte on request. 

Offer rfvailabfc 10 private *)vens«> «uy 

v _ TELEPHONE idajTiniej — - - 

NAME * 

ADDRESS 7 77 7“ 77 

1 require iH ’□ Sunday Advemsnienas) ai a total cost of £ 

pTL ^ for this amount made payable io 'Independent or alternatively fiflmyoor YfefAccesf.tox/Dten Club details: 

credit card no LLLLUI 1 1 1 Ml 1 U 111 hxpirvdath signature 

For advice or more information call 'Hie Property Team' on 0171-293 2343 or 0171-293 2302 


Services 



WE WILL BUILD YOU A SUPERB KITCHEN AT 


A FRACTION OF THE NORMAL COST - IF YOU 


This is a genuine offer to enable us to quickly establish a network of 
LUXURY SHOW KITCHENS across the country to support our 
national advertising campaign. Over 15 eyecatching ranges with 
many combination options in a multitude of finishes to choose from. 


LET US SHOW IT TO 6 PROSPECTIVE CUSTOMERS 

PHONE 
NOW 

01582 
29404 

ASK FOR 
CHRIS 



w^m\m 

KITCHENS LIMITED 



London Property 


REAL SPACE 
CORPORATION 

Large Residential Lofts of 
2,000 sq ft upwards from £80 sq/ft. 
Between Islington & Old Street. 

Phone: 0171 251 6117 
Fax: 0171 336 6290 


IIAYFAIR 4 DBL BED 10 IW El 360 
PK W: 0171 B29 550« 


5E5 SHARE 4 storey Victorian town 
house wfth owner. IS mins W t 
end. Beauittid rooms, full use a9 
mod cons a cteanrc £noo pw he 
bins (me phone). Tel: 0171 70S 
2859 ms. ifda required. 


To advertise in this section 
please call the Property Team 
on 0171 293 2343/2302. 


LOFTS 

LONDON EC2 

LOFTS IN QUALITY 
N EWLY 
CONVERTED 
VICTORIAN 
WAREHOUSES 
1,500 - IfiOO sq ft from 
£l00feq ft fitted 
STERLING 

ackroyd 
0171 729 7763 
Fax: 0171 729 5468 


Overseas Property 


ITALY 

Freehold property tf every type 
In Tuscany, Umbria, Lb llardie, 
Lazio, AOruzzo, SicOy and 

Svdbda. Cottages. apetmoMB. 
vMaa, tarmhousn, c**da«,«te. 
Ftfly comprehensive service. 
EtoaMshad 1972. 
fopdac umber 
Brian A. Franch & Associates 
Teb 0171 284 0114 
Fix: 0171 4854832 


Overseas Property 


SUPERIOR 

TIMESHARE 

PROPERTIES 


Portugal 

Sleeps 2 

Prices from 

£700 

Caribbean 

Sleeps 4 

Prices from 

£1,500 

Florida 

Sleeps 6 

Prices from 

£1.750 

Cyprus 

Sleeps 4 

Prices from 

£1,500 

Ibiza 

Sleeps 4 

Prices from 

£1,200 

Austria 

Sleeps 4 

Prices from 

£2,000 

France 

Sleeps 4 

Prices from 

£2,000 

Scotland 

Sleeps 4 

Prices from 

£1.500 

Florida 

Sleeps 4 

Prices from 

£1,500 

Spain 

Sleeps 2 

Prices from 

£1,000 

France 

Sleeps 6 

Prices from 

£2,500 

Portugal 

Sleeps 4 

Prices from 

£1,250 

Austria 

Sleeps 6 

Prices from 

£3,000 

Greece 

Sleeps 4 

Prices from 

£1,750 

Spain 

Sleeps 4 

Prices from 

£1,500 


Sleeps 6 

Prices from 

£1,500 


Sleeps 6 

Prices from 

£2,000 

Caribbean 

Sleeps 6 

Prices from 

£2,500 


Tourism Advisory Group 

35 Offices Worldwide 

Call us Now! 
01787 880100 

Lines open 7 days a week 


il am interested in> 
j Buying a timeshare G 

ISdiing raytimeshare D 

JSeadlo: 

iTotUStt Advisory Croup Ltd. 

{FREEPOST 

Ji Meadow Lane, Sudbniy, Suffolk CO 10 6BR 
i 

{Name: 

{Address: 


Post code:. 


lTd:(Day/Eve):. 

L-. 
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money 


assessii^odckSaMrigabouttfiesizBofapotefrty 
prize is 


WITH- P ROFITS BON D 

A worry-free 
investment 
offering the best 
of both worlds. 


Security and Potential Capital Growth 

It' that sounds (ike your dream come true, then The Equitable 
With Profits Bond is a winning combination for your investments. 

With £300 you can invest in a managed fund of assets, which 
smooths the short-term fluctuations in value over the period of 
your invesmient. 

What is more, we guarantee that, whatever future market 
conditions arc like, at the fifth and subsequent anniversaries you 
can encash your Bond tar its original value plus bonuses accrued. 

So. you can strike a balance between keeping your savings safe 
in a building society, but possibly eroded by inflation, and the 
potentially lucrative but more risky option of investment in 
equities. 

And. as part of your medium to long-term investment plans. 
The Equitable With-Profits Bond can play an important and 
profitable pan. 

Of course, you also have the reassurance and peace of mind 
which comes from dealing n-irh The Equitable Life, the world's 
oldest mutual life office. 

If you would like more information on achieving the best of 
both worlds with The Equitable With-Profits Bond, call Aylesbury 
•0129b I Zo226, or return the coupon below for details by post and 
by telephone. 

Infomuiion/jdvicc u-iK only be given on Equiuhk: group products 
RcguJaicxl hi the Personal I/n’e-.onent Authority 
tut equitable un. Fmi'jvr.'iu.T'.'N ftrelt uusaw buoumtiluishire i nvi tbk 

r To TTk LqmiiHc Llfo FREEPOST Walion Street AYLESBURY. ElkaThKH 7Br"i 
t »*iU a tio ntf mf-Trwaiinr -.u> TTw Equrubfc ttfirfi-fYotRA Braid Q CVBChA j 

I 


NAME i Mr Mrs Alu.l 
ADDRESS 


Td lOli*x‘ . 
Td. iHwiu." . 
OjIv of Birth . 



[\KUode 


m. CUW <* .«T1 *lr 

Tl.. ■Hi.BTp IfnIC iftl 

ikLut* 0 InrNi ■**. -tm iMtjhl fm*ci i 
i.s.Tvc m. bnYh- Tm* a- 

pha-. (in Q 


[! The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 


W hat is one to make of 
the remarkable suc- 
cess of the National 
Lotteiy? Leave aside 
the moral issues for a 
moment, and forget 
the debate about what impact it is 
having on the British economy, 
dramatic though that is. What 
does the remarkable response to 
last weekend's roll-over jackpot tell 
us about the British public's atti- 
tude to money? 

What it tells us Is surely not 
entirely flattering. As many com- 
mentators have correctly pointed 
out, the trouble with the Lotteiy is 
that, even by the undemanding 
standards of gambling, it is a very 
bad way to wager money. 

The odds on winning the jackpot 
(at nearly 14 million to one) are 
spectacularly poor. 

You can do much better even on 
the pools, and better still by putting 
your money into boring old Pre- 
mium Bonds, which not only give 
you better odds of a significant 
prize (the top prize is £lm), but 
also have the added advantage 
that you do not have to surrender 
your stake each week. 

As our sister paper, the Inde- 
pendent on Sunday , reported last 
week, something like 50,000 indi- 
viduals now have the m aximum 
allowable holding of £20,000 in 
Premium Bonds. 


I can vouch for the feet that they 
- “ile. Sir 


Patrick Sergeant, who founded the 
phenomenally successful maga- 
zine business. Euromoney, is one 
of them,and there are many more. 

And yet, despite the elementary 
numerical logic, which shows there 
are much better ways to gamble 
with your money, the Lotteiy con- 
tinues to absorb the attentions of 
the public on a scale that no sin- 
gle other form of gambling has ever 
managed to do in this country. 
According to brokers Klein wort 
Benson, the impact of the Lotteiy 
has been such that the proportion 
of national income that Britain 
now spends on gambling and bet- 
ting has jumped by something like 
50 per cent in little over a year. 

It is now back to the peak level 
it achieved in the veiy early 1970s. 
(The 1960s were the last great hey- 
day of popular gambling in tins 
country). 

Nor is there any mystery about 
what has caused the success of the 
Lotteiy. The lure of huge jackpots 
is undoubtedly the factor that has 
made the most difference. The 
columnist Christopher Fildes 
pointed out acutely the other day 
that this should come as no sur- 
prise to anyone. 

The phenomenon was accu- 
rately predicted more than 200 
years ago by the economist Adam 
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Smith, whose own careful analysis 
of the subject led him to conclude 
that it was the size of the maximum 
payout, not the chance of winning, 
that was the critical factor in the 
popularity of any lotteiy. The big- 
ger the top prize, the keener every- 
one will be to play - a phenome- 
non chat last week's events have 
duly confirmed. 

And this despite the feet - which 
is obvious enough when you think 
about it - that the more popular 
the lottery is, the worse your odds 
of winning any given prize become. 
The bigger the prize, in other 
words, the more blind to the odds 
most punters become. 

lake this phenomenon to an 
economist and he will tell you that 
as individuals our risk-reward pro- 
file is vety heavily skewed towards 


,he single big the 

choice between gambling to wm 
£lm today and aiming for sep*- 

irate wins of £150,000 each al )**- 

ter odds, we tend to prefer lo go 
for the former. How far this is a 
conscious and irrational decision - 
“I know the odds, but I don t care 

- and how far it is simply ignorance 

_ “i don’t know what the odds are, 
but now that you point it out, I see 
what you mean” - is a matter or 

^Sutitisfhari not to see the phe- 
nomenon as a symptom of a wider 
problem that people in Britain 
have with the way they approach 
money issues. . 

Most savings and investment 
decisions are, at bottom, decisions 
that involve assessing odds, and 
thev need to be approached in the 
same way as any other derision of 
that kind. 

L etting the blood rush to your 
head, or salivating about the 
size of a potential prize, is not the 
way to achieve the best results over 
time. 

With some notable exceptions, 
such as wartime, or severe eco- 
nomic crises such as the one we 
suffered in the mid-1970s, the odds 
for those with long-term funds to 
invest clearly favour putting the 
money into equities rather than 
keeping them in the bank or bufld- 


made (although the sodden i fluny 
of building society merged a® 
flotations, with their 
outs, has done something to 
redress the balance in the last year 

° r Nor do you have tobe veiy gpod 

at picking stocks to obtain the 
extra performance from investing 

in equities. . . 

Any fond that mirrors the per- 
formance of the market as awhole, 
provided it has a diversified port- 
folio and does not eat up all your 

mins in charges, will capture most 

ofthe potential gain from being m 
shares rather than having your 
money in a savings account. 

The risk is greater, of course, but 
more than compensated for by 
the additional return. . 

And yet, when it comes to pick- 
ing shares, many investor spend a 
great deal of time hunting for the 
potential market-beater that will 
knock spots off most ordinary 

shares with a quick gain of 1G0 per 
cent or 200 per cent 

It maybe more, fun that way, but 
it is not a veiy rational thing to do. 
But then the Lottery experience 
shows that rationality is not always 
the first thing that comes to mind 
when money is at stake. 


The winners and losers in Woolwich’s bonanza 

Speculators shut out by the retrospective cut-off date are likely to be the most aggrieved. By Me (Mb' 


A fter months of suspense, 
Woolwich Building Soci- 
ety finally confirmed the 
predictions of every pun- 
dit in the land. It 
announced this week that 
it plans to float the society on the 
Stock Exchange, ensuring a shares 
windfall worth up to £1,000 for 
some 3.5 million Woolwich bor- 
rowers aad savers. 

The hand-outs are expected to 
take place in the autumn of next 
year. Before then, members will 
have the chance to vote on whether 
they want Woolwich to abandon its 
mutual status. In theoiy, the vote 
could still go against the deal. 

But the experience of previous 
flotations and takeovers suggests 
that the vast majority of membeis 
are prepared to sacrifice the inde- 
terminate benefits of mutuality 
for cash, or shares, in hand. 


Details of the hand-out are not 
yet known, beyond a statement by 
Woolwich that it plans to follow 
previous practice adopted by other 
societies seeking bank status. 

In effect, this means the distri- 
bution will be by means of a min- 
imum shares distribution, possibly 
worth about £500, plus extra shares 
based on the amount of savings in 
a person's account. As always, 
there will be winners and losers. 

Those who stand to gain are the 
society’s 600,000 mortgage bor- 
rowers, plus holders of Share, 
Prime Gold, Premier 90, Tessa, 
Premium Investment, Fixed Rate 
Bonds, Cashbase and Sharesave 
accounts. 

Other savin® schemes, including 
but not exclusively various Super 
60 and Super 90 accounts, are 
among the beneficiaries. Wool- 
wich savers will be told whether 


they are eligible if they call a spe- 
cial hotline - 0345-022033. Calls 
will be charged at local rates. 

The most 'obvious losers are the 
400.000-pIus savers with Woolwich 
current accounts. They are not 
deemed to be members, as are Lhe 
80.000 investors with a Woolwich 
unit trust or PEP product, those 
who have taken out a general 
insurance policy or with some 
types of pension'top-up products. 

The losers likely to generate the 
most heat will be those w ho rushed 
to open a share account with Wool- 
wich between 31 December and 
Thursday morning, when the 
announcement was made. 

“Carpetbaggers'', as they were 
dubbed by Woolwich this week, 
have in effect been disenfranchised 
by the society's decision to set a ret- 
rospective cut-off date of 31 Dece- 
mber to have opened an account. 


Woolwich justifies its action by 
pointing out that in the final week 
before its announcement, the level 
of new account openings rocketed 
20-fold compared with normaL 
About 30.000 new savers lost out 
in the speculative surge and they 
will be angry at the way the door 
was suddenly shut in their face. 
They won't get much sympathy 
from other Woolwich members, or 
mosi other people, though. 

This applies particularly to those 
predators hoping to move" on to the 
next building society targets. 

.Alliance & Leicester is the next 
likely society to de-mntualise but 
it has already raised its minimum 
stake for membership to £5,000 
excepting investors in an A&L 
Tessa account wbo need only to 
come up with the £1,000 minimum 
in order to sneak past the society's 
gatekeepers. 


Nationwide is a far longer-term 
prospect, if you believe its own pro- 
paganda about commitment to 
mutuality. If not, now is the time 
to act 

After that, enigma reigns. Other 
building societies are regarded by 
most analysts as too small to float 
on their own. But that still raises 
the possibility of mergers or 
takeovers followed by Gelations. 
Plus, a number of big financial 
institutions are known to be in the 
market for good, medium-sized 
building societies. 

For those prepared to take. a 
punt on such a possibility, the 
most likely targets are Bradford & 
Bingley, Britannia, Bristol & West, 
Birmingham Midshires and Port- 
man. Even so, we are now moving 
away from the world of dead certs 
and into the realms of speculation 
in every sense. Happy hunting. . 



M&G is proposing to launch a new Investment 
"n-ust in February this year. This will be avail- 
able for investment in The M&G PEP for a 
limited period only. 

It will provide an opportunity for you to invest 
your tax free PEP allowance for both the 
current tax year and for the 1996/97 tax year - 
a total tax free investment of up to £12,000. 


I 


■ ^o: The M&G Group, Bristol BS38 7ET. Please send me a free copy of 
new M&G Handbook and details of the new M&G Investment Trust. 

NO SALESMAN WILL CALL 

w You should contact your independent financial adviser (if you have one) before investing. 
A^The price of units and the income from them can go down as well as up. The value to you of 

I the tax benefits wflil depend on your own circumstances. The tax regime of PEPs could change 
in the future. 
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M&G does not offer investment advice or offer any recommendations regarcSng investments. 
We only market the packaged products and services of the M&G marketing goup. 

by MSG Knanoat Sconces Umrfttt 
TRegufctfetf try The Personal Investment Authority.) 

MCGUWf ra^s«mana^6y , M8OS0(ajntBs 

Lmm (Regulated by IMRO and The Persona/ 

Investment Authority) 
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Tick ihe txn: ) | H you aouU prefer not Ip nxqte . , . .. 

awmiornainii Managing your money for tns longer term 



The new edition 
ofthe M&G 
Handbook is now 
available, giving 
details of M&G*s 
range of PEPs, Unit 
Trusts, Savings 
Plans and Regular 

income Plans. 

For details return 
the coupon or 
telephone (24 hour 
literature service) 

0990 600 617. 


THE M&G 
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No initial charge until 30th 

April 1996. 

Corporate Bond PEP. Doesn’t sound 
very exciting, does it? 

Well how does this sound?. 7 - 
A 7.1V estimated yield. Not a pimiiy 
to pay in tax. And the opportunity to 
invest in fixed interest securities issued 
by companies like BT, Tesco and ICI 
without the level of risk associated with 
equity shares. . 

There's no initial charge if you invest 
before 30th April 1996 and you can invest 
either a lump sum (minimum J& 500 t) or as 
little as £25 a month through. our Monthly 
Savings Plan. Use it to build up your 
capital. Or take an income. The choice 
is yours. . """ 

But. here’s the big difference; You'B 
know exactly wild this Corporate Bond 
PEP is coming from - the Woolwich, a 
name you've known for yeais. 

You can meet one of our friendly, 
helpful advisers face to face at any. of our J 
branches. They’ll be happy to fili-you in 
on. the defails of this -or -any other- 
Woolwich investment. Aicemarivefy, give 
us a call on the number- befow or' 
complete _and send tire coupon today’/ . 

. -Bnlwicd pm wumI ykM •> Wtt Ocnitxr 1991 -aat min aJ urate ' 
K .i >in l n» jilt* 1 in pB imW Th* pm i n cmt j wberr . 

itqatanL «I9 be mdc va jlMOmbrriyM . 7 -■ 
tLHpHBlneMBC ■MnailM md amtaiim jAWI* My ttit ' 
MiarttiimalhwalBiniirlMiKmaAlBmiU.. . 

It’s good to be unih the 

WOOLWICH 


You can wi 


Woolwich ” 


BUILDING SOCIETY- 


““■0800 22 22 00 ™e 

To- Woolwich Bmltttojt Society, raMMCr RespOttM UaU. 
FfcqpM (OTm XtatMraadrHaUK. Udcup. Ka* DAMtfft. 
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THE VALUE OF YOUR INVESTMENT AND INCOME EARNED IS NOT GUARANTEED AND CAN GO DOWN ASTELLAS UP 
PAST PERFORMANCE IS NOT NECESSARILY A GUIDE TO FUTURE PERFORMANCE. " " 
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The fund managers who 

just keep on tracking 

They re cheap, simple to understand and are all the rage. But are 
tracker funds the best way to manage a portfolio? By Alison Eadie 


I ndex tracker funds are 
all the rage. Low 
charges and perfor- 
mance as good as. if not 
better than, many 
actively managed funds 
are proving highly seductive 
to investors. 

The concept, pioneered in 
the UK by HSBC Asset 
Management sounds decep- 
tively simple. Instead of try- 
ing to outperform a stock 
market index, a tracker fund 
is designed to match it 
through buying most or all of 
the constituent companies in 
their correct weightings. 

But just as there are 
many methods of active 
fund management, quanti- 
tative analysts who set up 
and monitor tracker funds 
have different systems. 

James Capel Quantita- 
tive Techniques in Edin- 
burgh advises 30 tracker 
funds, including seven unit 
trusts, for its parent com- 
pany HSBC. The seven 
range from the flagship UK 
Index Fund, which tracks 
the FT All-Share index, to 
the exotic Tiger Index 
Fund, which tracks an index 
of Capel’s own design rep- 
resenting the markets of 
Singapore. Malaysia, Hong 
Kong. Thailand. Tbiwan. 
South Korea, the Philip- 
pines and Indonesia. 

Adrian Tupper, a senior 
quantitative analyst at 
Capel, explains that, far 
from being passive, tracker 
fund investment offers a 
choice of what stocks to 
hold and how to monitor 
and rebalance them to 
ensure they stay in line with 
the index. The first choice 
is whether to replicate an 
index in full or in part. 
HSBC opts for partial repli- 
cation in five of its tracker 
funds as it works out 
cheaper, administratively 
simpler and just as effective 
in performance terms. 
“Two things move an 


index - weight and perfor- 
mance," Mir Tupper says. 
To put as much of the 
weight of the index in the 
fund as possible, larger 
stocks are replicated in full 
and smaller stocks sam- 
pled. The UK Index Fund 
holds 350 stocks, including 
the largest 200, which 
account for close to 90 per 
cent of the value of the All- 
Share index. The 150 
smaller companies are cho- 
sen to ensure the fund has 
the correct sector spread to 
match the index. 

Pharmaceutical compa- 
nies tend to be big. so buy- 
ing the top 200 companies 
would almost arrive at the 
correct pharmaceutical 
weighting. However, build- 
ing companies tend to be 
small, so the fund would 
need to top up among 
smaller building slocks to 
get the right sector fit. In 
theory companies should 
move in line with their sec- 
tor, so if sector allocation is 
right the fund should track 
the index. 

“Once you get away from 
full replication, you are tak- 
ing a risk.*' admits Mr liip- 
per. But he adds that buy- 
ing all 900 stocks in the 
All-Share would involve 
higher dealing and custodial 
charges, as custodians charge 
for every single communica- 
tion on dividends, rights 
issues, annual shareholder 
meeting and so forth. 

The Tiger Fund holds 
165 stocks out of a possible 
270, weighted equally 
between the eight markets 
covered. It is rebalanced 
monthly, so if Hong Kong 
has risen to account for 13 
per cent of the index after 
a month, the additional 05 
per cent is sold. 

The index is a slight odd- 
ity, Mr Tupper admits. 
Most Asia Pacific funds are 
heavily weighted towards 
Hong Kong, the region’s 



loose change 


nirmingham Midshires is 
Doffering a new equity- 
linked Tessa to investors with 
the foil £9,000 to roll over. It 
guarantees a 20 per cent 
return over five years, even if 
the index of 100 top shares 
falls, and the foil benefit of 
any rise in the index over the 
full five years. Alternatively, 
half the Tessa can be equity- 
linked and the balance earns 
a guaranteed 35 per cent 
United Patients, an insur- 
ance scheme underwritten at 


Lloyd’s, is offering all Inde- 
pendent readers group mem- 
bership of a policy which 
pays them £1,600 a month 
while in hospital and £800 a 
month convalescing at home 
for indefinite periods. The 
joining fee is £25 and group 
weekly premiums are £3.85 
between age 18 and 30, £4.20 
aged 31-44 and £4.55 up to a 
maximum age of 60. A 
cheaper silver and a dearer 
platinum scheme are also 
available. 


largest stock market and 
have smaller allocations for 
the smaller markets. The 
equal country weighting of 
the Tiger Fund means that 
smaller markets such as 
Taiwan and South Korea 
have greater influence than 
their market capitalisation 
would dictate. 

With only around 15 
stocks to choose from in the 
Philippines, sector sam- 
pling is not possible. Even 
in the larger Asian markets 
with 40 or 50 stocks to 
choose from, sector sam- 
pling is mathematically dif- 
ficult, Mr Tupper points 
out. Countries take the 
place of sectors, but the 
exercise of rebalancing to 
make sure each market 
stays at 125 per cent of the 
fond is the same. 

Liquidity can pose prob- 
lems to tracker funds. As 
the Tiger index is calculated 
and managed by Capel. it 
only adds stock that can be 
bought and sold eaaty by 
foreign investors. But Mr 
Tupper admits that in the 
Far East liquid stocks can fall 
out of favour and spend six 
months barely trading or 
can be suspended. The solu- 
tion is to pick the next stock 
on the list. “This is the 
beauty of a sampled index." 
he maintains. A fully repli- 
cated tracker fund would 
be stuck. 

Capel’s seven-year expe- 
rience of developing a data- 
base of international equi- 
ties. indices and currencies 
gives it the confidence to 
rely on its own indexation 
software. It believes its par- 
tial replication technique is 
the best, but there are other 
methods. The two most 
common are optimisation 
and stratified sampling. 

Capel dismisses optimi- 
sation as it is based on 
assumptions of history 
repeating itself. “We don’t 
know the future perfor- 


Call Freephone 0800- 
010010 

Commercial Union is 
offering a I per cent dis- 
count for lump-sum invest- 
ments in its Monthly Income 
Plus Corporate Bond PEP 
between now and 16 March 
plus a 1 per cent discount on 
any CU PEP or unit trust 
investment daring 1996-97. 

Swiss Life has cm pre- 
mium rates on ail five-year 
renewable term assurance 
contracts. A male non- 


mance of an index, so we 
won't use past perfor- 
mance." Mr Tupper says. 
Stratified sampling is also 
dismissed as “too unscien- 
tific", as it does not allow for 
the smaller companies effect 
and the choice of stocks is to 
a large extern arbitrary. 

Setting up a tracker fund 
is only the beginning. There 
must be careful monitoring 
of additions and deletions 
to the index, takeovers, 
rights, scrip issues and 
other corporate events that 
can potentially put tracking 
off course. 

The recent takeover of 
Norweb by North West 
Wfeter gave shareholders 
four choices: all cash; cash 
and shares; cash, shares 
and National Grid 
exchangeable bonds; or 
cash and National Grid 
bonds. CapeTs job in such 
cases is to advise fund man- 
agers what action to take. 

Some indices are harder 
to track than others. “The 
more money in the fund the 
easier the index is to track 
as you can buy more 
stocks." Mr Tupper says. 
UK Index has £I67m under 
management against Tiger's 
£31. 7m. Tiger is also 
tougher because it follows 
eight separate markets. 

The arguments for tracker 
as against actively managed 
funds hinge on cost and per- ’ 
fonnance. Tracker funds 
have lower dealing and man- 
agement costs and so can sell 
to the retail market for less. 
In the past three years they 
have also done as well as if 
not better than almost three- 
quarters of UK active fund 
managers that failed to beat 
the All-Share index. The 
scope for active fund man- 
agers to add value is greater 
in less mature markets like 
small company and emerg- 
ing markets. So the Tiger 
FUnd has more to prove than 
the UK Index Fund. 


smoker aged 45 will now pay 
£26.03 a month for £100,000 
of cover instead of £31-27. 

Halifax Building Society is 
offering a tax-free PEP linked 
to an interest-only mortgage. 
The initial charge is a high 75 
per cent, the annual charge 
just 05 per cent. 

Barclays Bank is launching 
new fixed-rate savings bonds 
earning 5.75 per cent gross 
for a year and 6.25 per cent 
for three years on a minimum 
£ 2 , 000 . 


money 



On the right 
track: Tracker 
funds bave 
lower 


management 
costs than 
actively 

managed 

funds 
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■ >■■■ Like most people looking for tax-efficient 
investments, you probably already know the benefits of PEPs. 
They appeal to investors because returns on both capital and 
income are entirely tax-free. 

But you may not know that you could add still further 
to these benefits by holding investment Trust shares in a PEP. 

Investment Trust PEPs allow you to spread your risk 
across a wide portfolio and still remain within the £6,000 
maximum permitted by the government. They also let you 
take advantage of the opportunities provided by shares 
traded on stock markets around the world, something the 
private investor usually finds both difficult and expensive. 

You can reap the tax-free rewards of PEPs through an 
Investment Trust for as little as SI 00 a month; alternatively 
you can invest with a lump sum. And, because charges are 
kept to a minimum. Investment Trusts are among the lowest 
cost investments you can make. 

To see how you can combine the benefits of PEPs with 
the distinctive advantages of Investment Trusts, send for 
our Fact Sheet “Investment TYust PEPs - A Plain Guide." It’s 
free and produced by the AITC, the body that speaks Tor 
Investment Trust companies. Simply fill in the coupon or 
call us on 0171 431 5222. 



THE ASSOCIATION OF INVESTMENT TRUST COMPANIES 


Td Ian Cox, Association ol Investment Trust Companies, 

Durrani House. 8-13 Chiswell Street. London EC1Y 4YY. 

Please send me a free information pack- O I am a prime investor 

D I am an independent adviser Plane w* 


(Mr/Mrs/Miss) 
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Theearly investor catches the bestTessa 


As investors ponder 
where to put large 
lump sums, some 
new offers have 
already sold out. 
Clifford German 
finds out what 
three holders plan 
to do with the 
proceeds 


S ome of the best new fixed-rate 
Tfessas have been withdrawn. 
TSB sold out its initial offer of 
7.64 per cent fixed for five 
yearn to investors who re- 
invested the full £9,000 worth 
of maturing Tfessa within 48 hours, 
although anyone with a Tessa maturing 
in the next three months who has 
reserved the new rate will be accepted. 
Everyone else is being offered 7-22 per 
cent. Britannia Buil ding Society sold out 
its offer of 7.65 per cent and replaced 
it with a 7.25 per cent rate, while 
National Counties has cut its rate for 
reinvesting a full Tessa to 72 per cent 
If other top offers, such as Northern 
Rock, sell out quickly many investors 
who decided to take advantage of the 
permitted six-month delay before rein- 
vesting and those whose Tessas do not 
mature until the summer may have 
missed the boat as far as the best fixed- 
rate offers are concerned. 

Most attract heavy penalties if 
investors want to switch to a new 


provider. Variable-rate offers are still 
available, however, with Northern Rock 
offering 8 per cent to start with and 
Cheltenham & Gloucester 7.75 per 
cent But these rates could go lower still 
if base rates fall as expected. 

Henry Toulouse, a retired auditor from 
II Monmouth, and his wife, Diana, 
both have Tbssas with the Yorkshire 
Building Society that mature in Febru- 
ary and April. Both considered rolling 
their £9,000 capital into a new Tessa but 
decided against it on the grounds that 
interest rates no longer look as attrac- 
tive as they did five years ago, and at 
their age they did not necessarily want 
to tie their money up again for five years 
to obtain the tax benefits. 

After consulting their financial 
adviser, Gerald Davies of Kymin Finan- 
cial Services, they have decided each to 
invest in a corporate bond PEP with 
Commercial Union. 

They recognise that there is a mod- 
erate element of risk if interest rates rise 


and not too much chance of capital 
gains. But it gives them a current yield 
of 7.54 per cent net of tax. They intend 
to let the interest roll up but they know 
they can take interest or capital at any 
time without forfeiting the tax-free 
benefits. 

They will invest the maximum per- 
mitted £6,000 each in the bond PEP and 
the balance of the maturing Tessa plus 
the interest will initially go into a three- 
month notice account with the building 
society, and into a Schroder Pacific 
Growth unit trust. Eventually, the 
money in the building society might well 
find its way into a PEP. 

D avid Ashman, 45, a local government 
worker, has decided to use the accu- 
mulated interest on his maturing £9,000 
Tessa with Britannia Building Society to 
buy a personal computer for his son, 
Daniel, nine, who will be able to play 
games as well as learn new skills on it, 
while Dad will use it to do the family 
accounts. David also made up his mind 


eariv on to roll over the capital on his 

maturing Tessa into a new wjgil- 
turned out not to be quite as straigh 

forward as he expected. weeks 

Britannia wrote to him thret 
befbre Christmas telling han his opnoj* 

but he decided to look around at the 

opposition before deciding where to 
reinvest. By the rime he had come to 
decision Britannia’s own foe^rateoBer 
of 7.65 per cent was sold out. He Iwakea 
at the TSB but its limited issue of 7.04 
per cent fixed was also exhausted, so he 
has decided to leap aboard the band- 
wagon at Northern Rock and take its 
fixed-rate offer of 7.64 per cent. He 
knows he could have waited tonger to 
see if a better offer appears but roe 
prospect of keeping his cash in an ordi- 
nary account paying maybe 4 per ^cent 
net of tax for up to six months did not 

appeal to him. _ . 

He is well aware that Northern kock 
imposes the most swingeing penalties - 
180 days' loss of interest plus a fee ot 
£30 if he changes his mind and wants to 


within the next five 
move the m " n ? y con fident he will not 
years - bu J, h l£ Tcssa is not his only 
be tempted- JJ all afford to be 

j-SKSS— 

yichele Chalk ^Hilhngdo^ ^ 

years and does™ 1 ■ ^ societies. 

ssaSmcaiss 

and nsky like a ” d h h arose 

» dismissh-ely. 

^ keep ‘he’ ir 



Ordinary PEPs and 
TESSAs used to be all 


the rage. 



But then so 
were Morris 
Minors. 


Introducing the MoneyBuilder range. 
The new generation of savings has arrived. 


There’s big news from Fidelity. 

For the first rime in years, investments 
have raken a giant leap forwards with the 
introduction of the MoneyBuilder range - there 
should he a fund for you, whatever your 
investment needs. 

Whether you simply want a secure place to 
keep your money, or have grander plans for the 
future, there’s a MoneyBuilder fond thats the 
righr choice for you. 

Bch one offers great value, with no entry or 
exit fees and low annual management charges. To 
make it easier for you as your circumstances 
change, there’s free switching between the funds. 
And all from the world’s largest independent 
investment manager. 


MONEYBUILDER CASH 

• Invests in secure cash deposits, not equities. 

• A generous interest rate of 6.0%'. 

• An ideal alternative to a building society 
standard access account. 


MONEYBUILDER INCOME 


MONEYBUILDER INDEX 


FREE ***™ ** i*TXKKmM^^ 

• High tax-free income - 7.8%". 

• Invests in corporate bonds, so can offer a lower 
level of risk than traditional equity PEPs. 

• From launch, MoneyBuilder Income has proved 
w be the best value corporate bond PEP available. 


« Brand new fond from Fidelity. Fixed price offer 
starts 10th January 1996. 

• Designed to track the performance of the UK’s 
100 largest companies, like Marks & Spencer and 
British Airways, quoted in the FTSE 100 index. 

• With an annual management foe of 0.5%, 
there's no better value index PEP available. 


MONEYBUILDER PLUS 



• Proven performance, with an average tax-free 
growth of 1 5.9% * per year over the last 5 years. 

• A perfect investment for those who want to 
invest around the world. 

The world of investment does not stand still, 
and what was good for your savings a few years 
ago may not be right for you now. 

So call Fidelity on the number below today. 
And bring your investments up to date. 


C.tllfrLO •lajn-'jpm, Open/ 

Or '.mi till t us mi http; ' « v. v.. lid-intl. Cfflt.'yk 


An international hand-picked selection of 
Fidelity’s cam funds. 


Take a wiser line with your money. 


U DC enc vifliw WIW j / 

investment manager. . 

nertnnnaoee U » auamnrec of fount returns. The value of units and ThTuMhi.bkr Rare* con.--.sl of the MonevBuilder Inkle* and Income Funds. Fidelity Ca-h Tn* .uJ Fidelity MunwBu.U 


For those who would like intlcp 


dependent financial advice, Fidelity products are also a 




The test of the Tessa: Henry Toulotise (top) is abaodonj® 
Tessas in favour of a Commercial Union corporate bond Pep. 
David Ashman (above, with his wife Barbara) is roHfflg his 
Tessa over into one with northern Rock 


MORE CASH 




SEC will pay yon much more money than tha « 

surrender value. Dent kwe out on that extra cadi! ; Jjl JJj 
Phone now quoting adverlbanent n£W.1WtM 
Your poficy must be at least 8 yean old. - . , ~ 

FAX] 0181 207 4M0 If In 

SECURITISED EMDOWMBiT COWTRACTSJM.C jHH 

Mr Theobald SL. Po irfi ii m«oo& Here WPS 4KZ, *■' 


PERSC)NAL PENSIONS 

Do you need a pension 
plan that’s ready for 
life’s unexpected turns? 


No matter how carefully you plan, life has a habit of 
presenting us all with unexpected twists and turns. Early 
retirement: a change of career; children. All these can 
change your circumstances, so you need a pension, plan 
which is flexible enough to let you cope with any changes - 
without penalty’! 

That is why you should consider an Equitable Pension 
Plan, which: 

• Lets you vary contributions - without 
penalty. 

• Lets you retire earlier than planned - 
without penally. 

" Provides a full return of fund in the 
event of death before retirement. 

The Equitable Life docs noc pay commission to third 
parties for the introduction of new business. So, if you'd 
like to know more, call us direct on Aylesbury (01296) 
26226 or send off the coupon below for further information 
by po« and by telephone. 

In formarioivadvicc Till unlv be given on Equitable prop products 
Regulated bv the Personal Invc-stinent Authority 
nH.SWrT.lDlF LIFE FREEH^T. V M IO\ STREET. AYIESDUPY DLH.HWiH.lMSH IRE up; I TDK 


To Tho E^iiruhli Die. FREEPOST. Welitm Sum. AYLESBURY. Burks HP21 7BR I 
I itxikj sdamK dfljdi ,m Ttor EauiuMr'i pauwn plim I am wlf rnpWd □ tNPWfcA 1 
, 1 wnan onplKNihN id. compan penuun Kbnce Q .' ! 


j NAME I Mr Mr* Mmi 

'address 



T. . ik, „ ,.^ui ■uIA’ 

H- i ipnJk u^iianniTlh, 
+H..K e I.* >.| ..«u p,rF,v. 

j •» n i r . > hjnlk. 


The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 


-■ ,rv 
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Telephone 

MORTGAGES 

Fixed rales 

HincMfijf & Rugby 0800 7 74499 

MshneBS 0800 378836 


* Rate and 
period 


0.50 to 1/1/9? 

6 25 for 3 years 


FEAR OF FINANCE 

Clifford German 


**“ Tee Intenlwe 
adv % 


Redemption 

penalty 


Telephone 

number 


INSTANT ACCESS 


Mortgage Trust 
tenable rates 
Northern Rot* 8S 
Greenwich BS 
National Cowrtrss 
First time buyers 
B of Ireland Mfges 
Market Hartaro' BS 


0800 550551 7.49 flo 1/1/0! 


0800591500 
0181 858 8212 

01372 742211 
rued rates 
01734 510100 
01858463244 


U9 to 1/3/97 
4.99 lor 3 years 
5 99 tor 5 years 

0-99 to 1/1/97 
4.49 to 1/1/98 


Midland Bank 0800 494999 7.49 to 30M3WJ 


First time buyers variable rates 
Scarborough BS 0300 590547 

Greenwich BS 0JS1 858 8212 

Northern RDck BS 0800591500 

PERSONAL LOAMS 


70 £250 3 yrs unemploymt ms 1st 5 yrs.- mdiv determined 

85 £250 — 1st 5 yrs: 6%/3% of sum 

repaid 

95 — £500 cash rebate 1st 5 yrs: 6/3 mttis aiterest 

® — Relund valuation fee 1st 5 yrs: 6 mte interest 

^5 — — 1st 5 yrs: dfiwnt rectaimfid 

70 — — 1st 5 yr$:indiv determined 

95 £280 — 1st 5 yrs: 6 mths interest 

95 E100 Free unemptoymt ins to 1/WQ-. 3/1 mths interest 

to 30/9/96 

95 £250 Refund val feeS 6 To 30/3/01: 6/3 mths hit 

mths tree ASU 


Foreman BS 01202 292444 Instant Access 

feathers BS 0800 378669 Bofton Share 

Co-operative Bank 0345 252000 Pathfinder 

Skipton BS 01756 700511 High Street 

WSBWT ACCESS POSTAL ACCOUNTS 

Britannia BS 0] 538 392808 Capital Trust 

Bristol & West BS 0800 303330 Direct Access 

Bristol & West BS 0800 303330 Direct Access 

Manchester BS 0181 839 5545 Money by Mail 

NO0Ct;A^UNtrs«n^ : : 

Nottingham BS 01159481444 Postmark 

Manchester BS 0161834 9465 45 Day 

Bradford & Bin^ey BS 0345 24*248 Direct 60 

Chelsea BS 0800 272505 120 Account 


109 fori year 95 — £150 cashback 


3.99 for 2 years 

4.94 to I, M9 


Telephone APR 

Unsecured 

Direct line 0141 248 9966 14.90E 

Midland Bank 0800 180180 1540 

Abbey National 0345 545556 1550 

Secured (second charge] 

Clydesdale Bank 0800 240024 8.60 

First Direct 0800242424 9 70 

Royal B of Scotland Via branch 9 30 


95 — £150 cashback 1st 5 yis: rebate red'd 4 6.1 

of sum repaid 

95 — — 1st 5 yrs: discount recfaimed 

— Refund valuation fee 1st 5 yrs: 5% of sum repaid 


Fixed monthly payments (£3.000 over 3 years) 


Max LTV 

8.60 Neg 
9 70 80% 

9.30 70% 


OVERDRAFTS 


Telephone 

Woolwich BS 0800 400900 

Alliance & Leicester BS 0500 959595 

Abbey National 0500 200500 


With insurance 

£114.41 

£116.54 

£115.18 

Advance 

£3K - E15K 

£3Ktoneg 

E2.5K-£100K 


Authorised 

%pm APR 

0.76 9.5 

0.76 9.5 

0.79 9.9 


Without insurance 

£102.59 

£103.14 

£10326 

Term 

6 mths to 25 years 
Up to 40 years 
3 years - retirement 


Unauthorised 
% pm APR 

2.18 29.5 
2.20 29.8 
2.18 29.5 


MONTHLY INTEREST ' •; . . I .. 

Co-operative Bank 0345 252000 

Manchester BS 0161 834 9465 

Leopold Joseph & Sons 0171 5882323 
Bradford & Bmgley BS 0345 248248 

FIXED RATE BONDS . ...V ” 

West Bromwich BS 0990143668 
Sun Banking Corp 01438 744505 
Bradford & Btngley BS 01274 555332 
Sun Banking Corp 01438 744505 

CHEQUE ACWUNTS . v!- : li . ; 

Chelsea BS 0800 717575 

Nemwoft Benson 01202 502404 
Alliance & Leicester BS 0116 271 7272 
Northern Rock BS 0500 505000 

CUARANTEEB WGOtft BOffiKjrt 


Pathfinder 

45 Day 
40 Day Notice 
Direct 60 


Guaranteed Growth 
Investment Certs 
Toed Rate Bond 
Investment Certs 


Classic Postal 

HICA 

Affiance 

Current A/C Gold 


CREDIT CARDS 


Standard 

Robert FJeming/S&p 
Robert Fleming/S&P 
Royal Bank of Scodand 
Gold cards 
Co-ooeiatwe Bank 
Royal B of Scotland 
NatWest Bank 

STORECARDS . 


Jpfcn lewis 
Marks and Spencer 
Sears 


AIG Life 
AIGLite 

Financial Assurance 
Premium Lite 
Pinnacle Insurance 


0181 680 7172 
0)81 6807172 
0181 3803388 
01444 458721 
0181 207 9007 


Telephone 


0800 829024 
0800 829024 
0800 161616 


MasterCard/Visa 

MasteiCard/Visa 

MasterCard 


Newcastle Bank. Gibr 00 3 50 76168 
Skipton (Guernsey) Lid 01481 727374 
PortmanCJ Ltd 01481 822747 
B'ham Mtdshnes.Guem 01481 7 00 680 


Nova Access 
Guernsey 60 
Gold Plus 
Foced AccoiHit 


0345 212212 Visa £20,000 

01702 362890 Visa £20.000 

0800 200400 Visa £20.000 

Telephone Payment by direct debit 

% pm APR 

Via store — — 

01244 681681 1.90A 25.30 

Via store 1.94 25.90 


Q.5417M 11.42 

1.05 14.50 

1.14 1550 


fif'f! Anwafced pexMage rate. LTV Loan to rata? 

A • 58*. (TQ6% APR) (or ols bat over £1H C Cferfs of Coutts & Co only. 

E ticaitaklt to comprehensive motor insurance pofcyhoUas aged over 22 rears. 

H Annual tee » tawed utter tint year if £4K + 1 forged to card dvnng pmnoi t?3Ji 
*il rale^ inject to Orange without note I40NEYFACTS 01632 $0061? 


Payment by other methods 
%pm APR 

1.39 18.00 

2.00A 26.80 

220 m 

ASU Accent, sidness and tomphtmeot 
D No interest tree period. 

C jmwjf rate 5?* stove R Fleming base rate 
M Equivalent to base rate 
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Investment Account 1 month 

Income Bond 

Capital Bond Series I 

First Option Bond 

Pensioner's G’teed income Bond Series 2 

NS Certificates (tax-free) 

42nd issue 
8th Index linked 

OwkJreff's Bond Issue G 


P postonfy F tbedrate 
N net rate 

AH rates ate dvMm poss and are subject to ehangB without nabct VOtoyFAClS 01692 500677 


Notice 

Deposit 

Rate 

Interest 

or term 

. .... 

% 

interval 

Instart 

£100 

4.80 

'fear 

Instant 

£500 

5.70 

6 Months 

Instant 

£5.000 

620 

Month 

Instant 

£30.000 

6.50 

Year 

Postal 

£2.000 

5.60 

Yeat 

Postal 

£5.000 

5.75 

fear 

Postal 

£10.000 

5.80 

Yea- 

Postal 

£25.000 

625 

Year 

7 day P 

£2,500 

5.75 

Year 

45 day 

£5.000 

625 

Ybar 

60 day P 

£15.000 

650 

Year 

120 day 

£1.000 

6.50 

Year 

Instant 

£5.000 

5.62 

Month 

46 day 

£5.000 

6.03 

Month 

40 day 

£10.000 

6.52 

Month 

60dayp 

£15.000 

6.30 

Month 

31/1/97 

£5.000 

6MF 

Maturity 

2 yrbond 

£1.000 

6.60F 

Yeas 

1/4/99 

£2.500 

6.90f 

fear 

5 yrbond 

£1.000 

725F 

Year 

Instant 

£2.500 

4.50 

fear 

Instant 

£2,500 

5.75 

Month 

Instant 

£5.000 

5.00 

Month 

Instant 

£10.000 

527 

Month 


,-~l 'Z ■ 4.-. - 

VJ • ^ 

.w ’* - . .. 

I year 

£5,000 

450FN 

fear 

2 year 

£5,000 

5.15FN 

fear 

3 year 

£5.000 

520FN 

fear 

4year 

£1,000 

5.40FN 

fear 

5 year 

£3,000 

6.45FW 

fear 

/ ‘ ’ i“. ' 



-. . 7 :\ 

Instant 

£5.000 

6.10 

Year 

60 day 

£25,000 

6.75 

Ifear 

90 day 

£5.000 

6.45 

Year 

31.1.99 

£5.000 

725F 

fear 

.. -rr 

C-.c: - 



£20 

£20 

525 

fear 


£500 

5.75 

Year 


£25.000 

6.00 

fear 

3 month 

£2.000 

6.50 

Month 


E25.00D 

6.75 

Month 

5 year 

£100 

7.75 F 

Maturity 

12 month 

£1,000 

6.40 F 

Year 


£20.000 

6.80 F 

Ybar 

5 year 

£500 

7-50 F 

Month 

5 yea; 

£100 

5.85 F 

Mflhmly 

5 year 

£100 

3.00+RPI 

Maturity 

5 year 

£25 • • 

7.85 F • 

Maturity 



M ost of Britain’s old 
guard, the over-fifties, 
still believe free med- 
ical treatment should be an 
absolute right, but if the 
opinion polls are to be 
believed the under-fifties 
accept (hat the state cannot 
and will not continue to 
cope and some form of pri- 
vate medical insurance is 
inevitable. Indeed an incom- 
ing Labour government 
might even make it com- 
pulsory along with pension 
provisions. 

If they arc right, a whole 
new sector is poised to 
open up. The likes of Bupa, 
PPP and HSA, and a hand- 
ful of insurers such as Nor- 
wich Union and the tradi- 
tional provident societies 
have only dabbled in the 
market. Insurance compa- 
nies will be able to move in, 
using their financial muscle 
to advertise their products 
and their financial skills to 
invest premiums to build up 
an investment income to 
help hold down premiums. 

By establishing a mass 
market they also hope to 
offset the claims of a hand- 
ful of hypochondriacs who 
account for a fifth of all cur- 
rent claims. 

So much for the theory 
anyway. Legal & General 
enters the market on 
Monday, offering a three- 
part plan with changing ben- 
efit packages designed to 
meet the most likely needs 
at each stage and hold down 
costs as individuals progress 
through life, or at least from 
agel9 to 75. 

Premiums range from 60 
to 80 per cent of compara- 
ble charges from existing 
insurers for under-thirties, 
although by age 60 they are 
roughly comparable, 
according to Duncan Hop- 
per. L&G lifetime’s man- 
aging director. They start at 
£10 a month for a single per- 
son. By 40 they are around 
£17 for singles, but they in 
effect double by age 60 and 


double again at the very top 
age band. Over-sixties are 
also only eligible for the 
private medical insurance 
cover, which at least makes 
the premiums eligible for 
tax relief. 

The core of the plan is a 
private medical insurance 
scheme that pays for hospi- 
tal in-patient and day care 
charges and fees, plus out- 
patient treatment and 
approved nursing at home. 
It is not offering" any treat- 
ment unavailable on the 
NHS and, like its rivals, it is 
appealing to worries about 
waiting lists and fears about 
the future withdrawal of 
services. 

Hospital treatment is 
restricted to about 150 of 
the 227 main private hospi- 
tals. Apart from emergen- 
cies. prior authorisation is 
required for treatment but 
there is no ceiling on claims. 

PM1 is combined with a 
modest death and disability 
policy which pays up to 
£3,000 for the loss of eyes or 
limbs in an accident and up 
to £6.000 if any insureds 
die. 

There is also a cash fund, 
on which members con draw 
to pay for items like specta- 
cles and teeth, as well as 
alternative treatments 
including osteopathy and 
homoeopathy. 

Individual members can 
draw up to £200 a year, and 
families £500 a year, but 
there is an excess charge of 
£25 and members are lim- 
ited to one claim each per 
year. 

The claims limit will 
automatically be renewed 
each year and there will be 
a no-claims bonus to reward 
those who do not claim. 
Many current policies 
exclude cover for pre-exist- 
ing conditions but if a pol- 
icy-holder has not sought or 
received medical advice or 
treatment for two years 
L&G will consider them eli- 
gible for cover. 
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HOW TO KEEP 

YOUR PEPS 

ON TRACK 


“Legal & General now has the 
best-value UK Tracker Fund PEP...” 


Money Marketing, 2?nf November 1995 


■ investment success story 

of the last decade. There are 

now nearly ) ,200 schemes 

available and an estimated 

£22 billion invested in them. Imf ii 

PEPs are right for most 
people - but choosing the right 
one ro match your needs can be a 
problem. 

How do you pick your PEP 
from the hundreds on offer? Do you 
need a growch PEP or an income 
PEP; a managed PEP or one of the 
new corporate bond PEPs? And who 
are the best plan managers; which VppPJNIH 
vchemes are the top performers? _ * 

Fortunately there is one simple answer to all 
these questions. PEPGUIDE. 


The Best Selling Pepguide 


Described by rhe Financial Times, Sunday Times and 
[he Mail on Sunday as *the bible of the PEP industry’, 
FEPGUIPE covers almost 1,200 PEPs including the 


If, after receiving your PSK3UIDE, you then take out 
any PEP through Chase de Vfere, We vtfB refund your 
£12.95. Aid you will also have the chance to enter our 
vintage Veuve Clicquot competition - the winners wOJ 
receive a 32-bottle case worth over £500. 






new corporate bond PEPs. 

PEPGUIDE takes you through 
3 s ‘ m P* e * step- by -step process - 
l leading you to the PEP which best 

suits your requirements. 

PEPGUIDE covers charges, 
income frequency, yields, share 
exc bange facilities - in fact, all 
• you need to know before you 
invest in a PEP. 

PEPGUIDE aLso gives 
vou up-tev-date Performance 
Cham, published twice a 
■ year and senr to you in 
January and July. 

It is published by Chase de Vere, the 
acknowledged independent experts on PEPs - they 
have published PEPGUIDE since PEPs were first 
introduced in 1986. 


How to Buy Your Pepguide 


PEPGUIDE costs only £12.95 for 204 pages packed 
with information. You can place your credic card 
order now. 


CALL NOW FOR YOUR PEPGUIDE 

0800 526 092 

FREEPHONE LINES OPEN S AM - 10 PM 


CHASE DE VERE 

INVESTMENTS PUT 

CEGULA7E& By T*J£ ?£PSOMAL INVESTMENT AUTHOR)™ 


Legal Sr General can now offer 
PEP investors even better value. 
We've reduced the annua! charge 
on our Index-Tracking PEP to only 
O.^h p.a. And there an? still no initial 
charges or withdrawal fees io pay. 

Reliable performance 
that's hard to beat. 

When it comes io performance, 
you'll aLso find us hard to beat. 
By tracking the FT-SE-A All-Share 
Index - the broadest measure of the 
UK stock market - we aim to provide 
reliable above average performance 

In Fact, most actively managed 


MANAGEMENT 

CHARGES 

CUT TO JUST 0.5% P.A. 
NO INITIAL CHARGES 

NO WITHDRAWAL FEE 

• 

A NEW PEP 

FREE FOR A YEAR 


PEPs fail to match the FT-SE-A All- 
Share Index with .my consistency’ 

A free PEP if you invest 

before April 5th! 

If you invest in a Legal & cienerjl 
Index-Tracking PEP before April 5th 
199n - or transfer fund*, fmm an 
existing PEP - we will refund your 
lifM year's management charge on 
ir if you also invest with us in .< 
IO'h.i *)- Tax Year PEF. So voir could 
have a new PEP free for a year 1 

Call now on flUOti 11 w 22 or 
return the coupon today for further 
information. 


'Source Mlcropd. tai performance to not nccenaatv a pride k> (inure performance Bum capital and meienc valut* mat Rn don » mil »> up and vraj non nt» BPI hid 
titcaaoaitc mtesed. All jeuements are rmreci » at 4 1.96 Fun ottooi details are araibNc cm mpcM 

Legal d GeaenJ fUnlr 7hM Manajjm; Ltmurd Re paire d bi Enjetand Nc KWMIB Rqpmd OBce Temfde Gnua ll«>Ken\taoriiSire«.liindniiECrNdTP 
fcpAKd te WHO and die Knout Inrotmcw toUKrty 


CALL 0800 11 66 22 FREE 


Mitre Hoi»». Canbury P«k RoaA tOngaton-Mpon-Thritnes KT2 4BR 
M*eranrf«DcDp«cffhi 1996 PePGLTOE ^ £1295 each ^pAp- 

I enrfo^e f - Owqi«®h * ^ » TEPGUH^ or 

please <teb i my V1SA/ACCE5S Mrtunt Na 


•> DAYS A WEEK 8AM TO 10PM- PLEASE QUOTE REF. TPl6l 

fta »- LeRal & General |Um Dub Matmgeni linmed FREEPOST KT4 fd. Kaysnjn^ipon.'niaim. Suntv KT2 C4K. 
Please send me toll »«W details of the new Lr*al S General Indes-Traddn]; PEP 



POSTCODE TELEPHONE WO 

If you already have any PEP investment please lick he« Q 

Vt nc*o- troie y*mu iuw and addrm aialhbfc Id unronncnni erfanMOon. ttr nrll OKZM(vuQr tell vthj JN wt niher 
prtaforts urserwfCs oSered brwnr/w* and assoeutr Le/ul A General Crunpamcx Please luA (lu» fr,\ if >ou »nuM 
[•tier not in ironc dito mfomution □ 


General 

trust us to deliver 


•aWtarb 









critics’ choice 




U Fostino (above) Michael Radford’s tafc of poetry 
and tai/e m 1950s Italy earned the biggest*** 
release of any subtfSecMTIm, and deservedfy so. . 
Uv^hCUriMmAffectionafeyetscathtngir^gk 
irtoirdependentftrKn^mg. Krecta-wWn-lhe- 
ffl/nSteve Buscemi seems, forever on the vergt 
of epilepsy, but the excellent James UGros# 
memorable as a preening primadonna. . .i“ : - : 




say aneoes& 


Seven Just as the seriaf-kilfer genre seemed to | 
be growing Wifrrf, in sweeps David RntJ^tp jHarw^r 

sharps it up. Morgan Freeman and Brad Pftt are 1 - t ~- -"-■=•■ ' r '‘ ~ ■ '* ' ■ 

the cops pursuing a Seven Deadly Sire-inspired 
killen Afflm which teaves a lasting imprint; :• 


FILM 


WEST END 

% -also outside UnLm 

• KE ramm WHBI NXnK CMU ( PG> Tbv 
pel detective returns. Tmcodem MGM 
ILUk UOliXlSJlk 5j0awM.72S.9J5: 
Warner Ms End 13.05.2.15. 4 Jft 620. «JB, 
11.10 (Sai-Smi| 

(UllH(fflElHCTIL)]5l Ufkonvenboral kwe 
any. Warner Wist End Sal-Sun 820 
#TKNEBCMR£SIDaTfl5j RotudUc 
axnejy. Empire Laceser Stuart 1/ML.V25. 
6JJQ, 8.15. 1120 (Sul; Tmcadao MGM 
1 250. 3.15. 6.1ft 4111 LZnuilnigbi I Sul; 

Hcu UKL 325. 6XO. 8-15. 1 120 (Sal I 
JINGOS HD MSBC1S 1 18) Adaptation of AS 
feu's novel, ftnafifr MGM S.15: The 
Mtnana 330. 630. 8.45 
OTUfr U ( PC ) Thu story of ibe iD-Cital 
1070 mission, flora 12noon. 245. 5 JO, 8.15. 
11.15 (Sal) 

• UK ( Hi A fiqg and ha Jtrcmps to amid 
Undine up as a Surxiiv r«ri Empire Lae es- 
ter Saaarr LI5. 42ft 620. 8.45. 1 1 JU (Saif. 
Tmaakm MGM 123X 145. 5X0. 7.10. 9Jft 
fiat J 225.225.425.6.45.0,00, llJUiSail 

• DllHEBIWMMnna 1 15) A moilcy ool- 
Icdkin or actor: rcbcarcc their production 
or Hamlet. Haimarict MUM 1 . 13. 3 J5. 

6X15. -325: Odom Meza nine ?2». 625. R.4S 
BMHBfflWT ( 15) Me I Gibson directs and 
Ban. Mien Me^jmne 150. 7.4lt Pica 

12ju.4jn.7ja. i ixmiSmj 

THE BRIDGES OF MAOISM OTWT( 111 row-#:! 
romance. Warner Ifer End 5.10. KUO. 1 l.fO 
(Sal-Sun) 

THE HOfflBISMCMUflli 15) Three brothel* 
search Tor uuc love and happiness. Totten- 
ham Court Road MGM (55. 4J5. 7J15. 945; 
Oderm Mezzanine 3.15. 620. 840 
01T OF UBT CUU1BBM 15) A man Iddnaps 
children io deal ibeir dreams. MGM Swia 
Came 210. 431 &5S.42J 
OHBLESS ( 12) Teen movie satire. Wimer 
Wat End IZ3\ 120,420. 620 
OMSMTOOS) Submarine thriller. Tm- 
asdavMGM 121ft .1.10. 6.10, 9.10. Omd- 
night (Sal K Odton Mezzanine 115. 5J5. 8J5 
ueyim »afEDBE5S 1 15) A redundant war 
vcleran accepts a stranger’s Oder olwmi. 
Carom Hbt£ndU5 (Sell. .Uft 6.10. S. AO 
RtGyOnma IJO(Sal). 4.00. 625. 9.10. 

1 120 (Sal) + One False Move 
FUnEliJ I )5) Biopic ofan |8th century cas- 
iralo dngrr. MGM Swiss Centre HU 42t\ 
6.45, 920 

• FOR ROOMS ( 16) Rnir mini Gluts directed 
by Quenlin "Tarantino. Alexandre Rockwell, 
AUtaan Anders and Robert Rodriguez. Hat 
market MGM 1 .10. 3 .40. 6 10. 840; /Her 
Qnona 110 (Sal). 4 JO (Sat). 620. 9US. 

1 125 (Sal); Hbmcr Hat End 110. 4 JO. 

ISO. 920. 1155 (Sal-Sun) 

RQKHHSS ( 12 1 Meg Ryan stats. Wrner JJter 
End Uft 4. Ift M0. Vjq LZmktarghr (Sen-Sun) 

• SOLiftntit ( 12) James Bond is icinmr- 
naivd (7 Pfercc Brasun. Odean Wat End 
(Uft 3.15. bdlft Itffl. 1 145 (Sat) 

U HUME ( 15) "fensons esudaic in a group of 
eihnkalW mixed teenagers. Shaftesbury 
4iwwr MGM 14a 350. 850 
HEWT ( (5) Lrav-Wc America examined. Hav- 
marhet MGM 125. MOL MS. 840: Renoir 
155. 4.ia 6 J(l. 850 

QDSHORSaUflOflTHEROOFlIS) Epic (9th 
comiry adveojure. Barbican Cinema 300 
(SaUSim), 600. 8.40: CMrd Cowm 120. 
5.15. 8.15: Gnaw Mayftur 1.45. 5 JO, 8.15: 
Uamerr 12ft 5.15. R.15: Jftev Cinema 250 
(Sat), 540,8.9). |L2(I iSai) 

• (AID & REBOH f 15) Ken Loch's laieo. 
Oran Phoeni 1 1 .15 (Sat). 3.4ft 6X6. SJO 
UfHG HI OBUWW ( 1 5) A dinnor experienw 
a catas) ruphic dav's fihning. ftznom Street 
MGM 1(0, 4.40. '7.15. 9J5 

THE IU0KSS Of KBK K08GE ( PG) Alan 
Bcnncn's comedy. MGM Swiss Catoe 
10ft 4.40. 6.45. 9 JO 
MKOB W THE FBST ( (51 A young lawyer 
[are, a daunting Ora case. Tncadan MGM 
(lift 305, MS. ftilft dnudnighl (Sail: 
Wjimr Hfes End 1245. 325. 6 Uft 85ft 
11 JO (Sal -Sun) 

FWTHH ( 181 A Black Panther r> asked in 
become a double apmt. TtoobiAtp MGM 
Sat I2mkirughl 

IL P0STBM ( 15) A pocr helps a postman with 
matters of the heart. Rinum Street MGM 
ItXL 42ft 65tk 620; ShapnEurr tvisom: 
MGM lift 525. 825 

THERMQFIHECHHTRfllsi A iccna^r Ocus 
his severe father. Uroenhon CatrfJiai 
MGM 1 55, 425, 1 700. 9 35; Odrurt Hamar- 
het 1.15. 3.4ft 6. IS. 845 

• 509(18) A ssrrics i’t murder, slump 

tamiatk detectives. BarNam Cinema JJU 
(Sunl, 6.15. 8.4ft Tottenham Cm food 
MGM 120. 4JW. 64a 9 J[r; Odean Leicester 
Sauare 1 2nswn. 15ft 550. 8.45, 1 1.40 fSal); 
He? Cinema 3.10. 550. dJft 1 1 .15 i&al) + 
The Vimisteag (laic) 

SHMGHIU1RUD( 15) Chinese gangster thriller. 
MGM Swat Centre L55. 4.L5. 645. «U5 

• SHOHGBU f 18) A dancer deep* her way lu 
but OJwn Mlahfc/Wr 12ft 525. SJftCUron 
Via End 124ft 325. 610.855. U5U|Sat) 




CLASSICAL 


! Ghost Facfi Ki I ter.for this- ^ 

BdCi^ cuisfne cpriipa^ 
festyeat traaod sir^fss^jj .y- ' 
^obte^rl^aM^lQ;18Jan . n«s rotss^l out 

B^/mefenchofyaiKf 
ffihes'are thebusiries ct 
wef^wftSfjand^ jett of the NME Brats.. 


£ rTTTr. pj ; rj> iTriTCJ 


■^rttiwFcf3Qd(Et»ad M^AUilant bring the &m. 




arts and entertainment listings 


•SOHEnOKm-BUttOUTl 15) A brnac- 
wrfe'% life falls apart wten she discovets her 
husband is mifaiihfrii Ihtcodou MGM 

OJ2 235, 45ft ?&. 925; Bnmer Rtst End 
1110.240.5m. 72ft 9.40 
TO DE FOR ( 15) An aspiring TV star ealsts (he 
help trf a teenagrrio monder her husband. 
Pice MGM ! -Vk 345. 6 10. 634 Oderv Me:- 
zmme 155. 6 15. &40; Bfcrmr Ttte End Uft 
35ft 6J5. 8.4ft I l20(Sat-San) 
•1HE0S6«LS(RI>GCIS(I8) Five known 
fckws /Jan another dime whibl in police 
custody. Atman Strvw MCM MS. 430. 7JB0. 
925; Warner Ofaf find 125. 4 J15. 620. 9Jft 
1 1.40 (Sal-Sun) 

• TIE NM (TG) Vietnam vet Kevin Costner 
teaches his son the concept of pacifism, finfsr 
Lac S4 1145. 3.15. 555. 825. IMS (Sat) 
WISH lOCHT 15 FILLING US) Acooventianal 
Chr ttUM academic woman falls Dor a flam- 
bciyam diets performer. PkautBS/MGM 
lJU.345.6l6 

THEWiHEMlLOON (U) Iranian tale about a 
voting grrrs siru^k to buy a goldfish. 

Ken.tr (.IS. 3. 10. 5/15. 7/8. 9/8: /Be* Cut- 
etna IDO (Sun). 5JXL 5/U. 7D0. 9D0 


0171 except where noted 
Barbiaa Cinema o/7]-b3S H8V; Cheka 
Cinema Oi 71-351 3741 Cuizon Mayfair 
0/7/269 IT&Cunoa Pho emOI7l-369 
1721 : Cttreon Vies 1 End 0C1-3&) 1722: 
Eimwe Loceaer Square 09XtSSS9V): 
LunicieOIV-.rVX14i HjymarkaMGM 
0J7/-&W 152 7: Pamon Street MGM 0/7J- 
•130 0631: Hcadffly MGM 0171-T3? 356k 
Shaftesbury Avenue MGM 0171-836 6270 
MGM Swis Centre 0171-437 JtNCc Tbncn- 
ham Oran Road MGM 0/71-636 6148: Ho- 
cadcm MGM 0171-43* Mil The Mincma 
0171-235 422ft Odom Haymarfcct 0171-830 
W. Okxm L dxaer Septate 0171 JJM 
3231 Odecm Mmbfc Arch 01426414501. 
Odean Mezzanine 0I426-H5683: Odean 
\tat End 0171-930 5255 Plan 09«MSS99ft 
Henna 0171 *37 3402: Riay Catena 0171- 
V7 2121: Warner Wfcs End0/77-«74343 

REPERTORY CINEMAS 

EKHMM appasne Hampstead "Hibe NW3 
(0171-435 1515) 

Don Juan Dc Marco (15 \Sat L05pm. 
5.05pm. 9L05fm + Whai’s Ealing Gilben 
Grape? 1 12) 3pm. 7pm Jeanne La Puce 0c 
(PG) Sun 1pm Bkyde Thieves {V) Sort 
521pm- 9.10pm + The N«)n (X San 
Lorenzo ITC) 7.10pm 
in COHttTbe Mall SWl <0171-930 36*7) 
The Kingdom tfsm 1 A 2) ( 15) Sat UOpm. 
7.15pm: Sun 1230pm 6 15pm FamOy/Itig 
SaL Sun tfm Four Days In July ( UiTbe 
Gikc Sat Sun /Utym 
in South Bank SET (W7J-928 J23C) 

Brave bean | ISlSru. Slat 3pm lx Ballon 
O'er (PG) 5ar. Sun 4pm La Separation 
fPG)Xn SuntrlSpm CJifnatown (18)Sn 
730pm OoidlmgCT )TG).90 8.45pm Love 
AITair (TG) Sac Sun aJOpm That's The 
ftrim Sar 830pm Ahce in the Cities (U) Sun 
TJiipm Sparer* Sun 830pm The Usual Sr*- 
peas (IS) Sun 84Sfwn 
PBUCE CHWLES LekeOer PI (.0171-437 8181) 
FbtyjA Paris (12) Sat IJfymt Spanking TtK 
Monkey 1 l-S| Sat 145pm; Sun 4pm Under 
Si»^ 2 Ekuk TeniuHy 08) Sat 530pm Bat- 
man Fbtcrer tFG I Sat 4*n Species ( 18) Sat 
IDJOpm The Big Blue (15) San I3tym Car- 
rmgicn (18) Sn 630pm The Adventures CM 
PrrsSla. Ouccn Ot Tile Dcrerr ( LS) Sun 9pm 

mBmsmosmouoispRtradWb 
(0181-741 2255) 

The Spirit Of The Beehive ( 15) in 645pm 
+ Land & Freedom 1 LS) 845pm Die Flow 
Kigc (PG I Sun 2pm 4 Fclkiw DawBer ( 15) 
3_**vn The B«g Blue M5)Sunri»n + + 
Betty Blue 1 18) &2i$*n 


THEATRE 


WEST END CHOICE 

Matinees — / 1/: Sun. /3ft Tue /4ft Hbd, /5ft 
Thu, /6ft hi pft Sal 

COlBWf 

19711 Sondheim and Gouge Rinb aruskaL 
Dcmmrr HWtvor Eariham Street. WC2 
(0171364 J732) -e-IeicS^ Mon-Sal 72ft 
14 H7| 3 m crut. 2 Mar. £1 2-£M. 


John ftUMcr'i Jacobean tragedy. 
Windham s ijiaring Cross Rnad WC2 
(0171-369 173t,c©-Leic So. Mon-Sa 72ft 
15U7| 230. en* Z1 Jan. £730-£l9. 


See Critic's Choice. 

C/waaA- ftmitai St (0171-369 1731 l-aBccCirc. 
Mun-Sai720.pl3XB.cnfc 16MW.I5-ES. 


Harold Brighoinc'* comedy. 

Laic Shafic^riury Avenue, WT (0(71-494 
5045)^ O Pax Ore. Mon-Sat 7 JO. 1 71 3.0ft 
cn*3Fch.£S.£24. 

HTSTERU 

Revival oTTcny Johnson'* f arc i ca l drama, 
with Henry Goodman as Freud. 
DttheofMitk'i St MaitmS Lane, WC 
(0171-836 51 22,‘cc 6V, nB37)-0-Lcic 
S«iiChanog X. Mon-Sat 7 Jft |51pl 3 DO. 
ends 27 Jan, £S-£IL5(I. 


MDEDLOBSaMD 

Martin Shaw and Am Oancrei aar. 

Theatre Royal Haymarkci, SWl (D1 7 1-930 
mOG-PkcQrc. MoehSat 745(17 Jan. 
7JW).^ff713m ends 20 Apr, £8-£24 until 16 
Jan. then E10-E6. 

MKSPECnsOBlS 

Andshned take on JB ftteadey’s ihrUkr. 
Garrick Cbaring Qua Road. WC210171- 


K1 130, |7| 5/JO, end* 30 Mar. f&£2450. 

HUUJUBH. 

Jerry Herman’s rcsnanlic rmraral 
flowdav Denman Street, W1 (0171-369 
I iyf \ « Pkx Ore. Mon-Sat 7AM4ff7] 3JJft 
£L75ft£315ft 

BOftl WrewL-IHBmiE: limes for today 

aSs/ien 

Hotter Cawap M Hr ChUraa David Hare’s 
new take an Bred*- Uxtay 200 A 7.15. 
Ltadtcn: 

Hawaii Hr hd MCdn lw N tat Simon 
Rus*D Beak sura Tbday 2154 7Jft 
CMobe 

Cfn& BpOpvooifs Ns^erudc&i Shah in 
Rostand's epic. Law performances today 
130* 7 Jft 

Olivier * Lyttelton £7JD-£22Sft Cooesloc 
£ll>£J450. Day seals tram 1 Cbm. South 
Bank. SE1 (D 17 1-928 2252) BR^-Mtcrioo. 
BOnLSNMBPGUSGOMFffit times for itxlay 
The Barbican: 

AChrtfcntCWBl Ion Jialgc's produaion d Difc- 
ens' uic. Lawpafan w w o windwlIP* 7J5. 
The Pic 

SobOTHh Dennis Rmcr'c portrays Christ as 
a man of the people, with Joseph (names. 
Law p erfo n na nees today 2.03 A 7.15. 
Baihrcan Theatre: X6-E24, The Ph: £1(KE16 
Barbican Centre, EG (01 71-638 8891) 

« Bartuean/Moorewe. 


Jonathan Harvey’s UverpudliM krve doty. 
Criterion Piccadilly Oiu».Wl (0171-369 
1747)-» TVcGreTue-Sal &0ft Sun 7/X1. 17| 
4/Xi (1)3.00. exxfc 3 Mar. X5-X20. 


Satirical Sukespcarean revue. 

Ito*** Strand. WG (0171-8369987) 
BRfe-Oarii«X Mtm-Ri 8/ift Sat 5J0* 
8Ja[4|130.£lft£215a 

nwsparniiG 

Irvine Wefch's daridy oomic iraighl into 
EdbburghdrugcuJnirr. 

Ambmatkws Wat Street. WG(017 1-836 
61 1 1A*836 1171 )■& LdcSq. Mon-Fri SXCl, 
Sa*8Ja.|41|7150ften*27Jan.£5-£165li. 


Yet another seasonal damn: to catch Atan 
Betmett’s veisarn of Gtaftamc's noreL 
04/ fir Whierloo Road, S£1 (0171-9286655) 
BR/e Wjtcrioo. Man-Sat 7 Jft J4J 7) 130. 
ends 30 Mar. £675-£24.7S. 

BEYONDTOE WEST END 

BK 

AIMh Own Jnha Stubbs piaysNtva in a 
restating of Elcci craTbcalnr's )«4 
produEtiXL The-Sat 7 JUpo. Sun SJOptn. mats 
17. 24 Jan. 2pm, enfc 27 Jan. £9. cooes £6 Tue 
pay what you can. Lavender HU SWl i (0171- 
23 2223) BR: CJapfaam Juncaon. 
8DSN1RGDBE 

GDAniBaadB mwswea drama by Smrei 
Beat set in 9rephenk Bush. Mon-Sal ((pm, 
ends 3 ft*. £920. cooes X6. Shepherds Budi 
Green. W12 (0181-743 3388) 

O Shepherds Bosh. 

AROUND THE COUNTRY 


Norwich 


THE 01)0 PUCE 

Iha AMrOnbkMV Laurence BasweO 

tfireas Dan BsdioCaldenjodcU Barca's 
psychological thrOJer. In rep. tonight 720pm. 
£ L3-E17, cones available. Southern Lane 
(01 789-295623 J 


fata Cass* Peter Hall dinMs Chretopher 
Benjamin in Shakespeare's political drama. 
In rep, today 1 20pm * 720pm. E6-I41 
standing £4 2ft £5. cones avadabk;. 
Vfatenuk (01789-295623) 


um iBunt 

Iha Chany (hthartf Adrian Noble dneas 
Chekhov's ruasterty last work. In rep. today 
iJftwn & 720pm £8_5ft05a cores 
available. Vftietwdc (01789-295613) 


EXHIBITIONS 


**■ Wthetaa SwOmc'i Choice. 
hiltibllNi Five new scnfpuues. Die-Sal 
1 220pov520pm Son 2prv520pm. ends 25 
Ktiptune for details. Chair Sireel 
(01223-352124) 


London 

Mmdrr owner 

tadyllwW VwiitiK skuDa and seif -portraits. 
Moo-fri JOam-5 20pcn. Sat 10am- 1pm, ends 
27 Jan, tree. Dering Street, Wl (0171 -499 
4 KQ)+BoadSbceilOribnd Ckaw. 
BOTMDOftLBtT 

hi nl tawr: Eww» mfcGhi dkhfcrc U30-1M5 
Indudes work by NoUft Bedraaan, KJee and 
Baatach. Mon-Sun I0am-6pm (until 8pm The 
& 9fcd),enfc 21 Jan.£S.oonci£3>50L 
Behrcdere Roaft SEf (017I-9SJ43GI 
BR/O-Wdcrioo. 

Rgnuc«BiroF«n 5 

Hand Hgdtawy Drawing retrospective. Moo- 
San fttam-^nn, erefc 28 Jan. £C5D. cona 
X32TL Bartmgloa House. FiotaifiDy. Wl 
(0171-097438)^ Piccadilly Qrcns. 
«WIB2fiB>BJIRTSU£BT 

MWhGwpsI 

wafercuiniD and prints by Guuukoi 
&pnmB O UBi. The-Sun Itnajpoi (Wed 
tmia 8pm), ends 25 Feb. £420. cores £250, 
free Tuesdays Wtntedupcl High Street El 
(0171-5227888)^ Aldpte Emt. 


COMEDY 



London 

cBBCBiannuMmscnniFEcoHQins 
Sonic Conran, Stewart Lee, John Mann * 
Alan Parker. Tbojgfn 7.45pm, Hbugfrim 
Street, WG (0171-476' 1672)» Hoborn. 
£6.satdcats£4. 

awEDrofl 

Kevin Gftfca, Mike Hayfw. Owat /Weill * 

Andre Vmoeat-Xmgln &2tlp«a Riringwo 

Sheet, EG (0171-739 5706) «■ «d Street, fft 

OT iM Si WMnacnErawtE 

^ny AUcrtoa, Jenny Ecfair. Pbfll Jupitut * 

AnfaurSmidL Ibdgbi 9pm. Mare Street. E9 

(0181-965 2424 j BR: Hackney CentiaUJ. 

eoaail 

jnBUBKCUBSr 

OtJa CanoeiloaL Rhona Gnoeroo, FeEx 
Dexter* Keith Fidfc.H«u0ii 7.15pm* 

1 1.15pm. Chalk Firm Road, NW1 (017l-«M 
2766) -e-Chmden Town. £10, cores 0. 


CLASSICAL 

BoHmemotrtft 

WngMM BB _ _ 

Bawiaawrt Sjufcwy OrchashafltefTTii 

Including Sullivan's Ruddpsrrt Oteraae. 
Must*stpkf\ Sidu «ai the Bare Mcvntam raid 
Stravtojty'i hrebad State. Sun 3p m. U>, 
children £3. Exmcr Road 1 012)2-297297) 

Eastbourne 

rn— wnifnw 

TkjMlFUhwmfcjWt Lydia Mordkcwiicfa 
pftya1ch*ikc<wk/s Violin Cmccrio.wiib 
Bdei’sCunnm Suite and Stravinsky's Fatbitd 
5ww.’fonighl 720pm.£9-£DJftcoocs£5. 
Devorahue Park Centre. Compton Street 
(0 1323-4 1 2000'cc 4 11555) 

London 

st awn 

Htfoi OrchKha 4 LwriaaraippB Bonkfin’s 
f^mor for O enure. Ti±aikr*'sky's V«lm 
Omceno and SMto'tt Symphony, 
■fontglu 720pm. £6-£ Ift Smith Square, SW l 
(0171-222 1061)-© Wemnmsier. 
■KKOfSWLL 

C«V Wfcriw See Critic's Choice. Tbday 
5 -00pm. Phone for avadabftty. 

LMny (tawM Beethoven's OpJ8 N0.6, 2nd 
Rmnnuvaky and Op. (35 fitrhig qoaneu. 
Tboi^hnXpm 16-114. 

Mat-MraHMafia An aH-Lizsi redial, 

refodmg/rrarMurmurrand 1™ Hungarian 

Rhapsafies. Sun 4pm. £6-£12. W^tnore 
Street, Wl 10171-935 2141)©Bond Sl 

DANCE 

London 

ROTH. FE5TIML HOI 

Estfsfa Uwal Utab Swan Lika Rasa 

Struchkova's productioo to thaifcav’Sfcy’s 
music. Today UOpea £ 720pm. £8- £35, 
bnuK cones availabic. South Bank Centre. 
SEl (0171-960 4242 ) BR/O Waterloo. 
SNftBTSWEUS 

Carazoa FbaWKO See Cn'tick CJttncr. Mun-Fri 
720pm. Sal 3pm* 8pm. ends 10 Feb. £5- 
£25. Rosebery Avenue. EC1 t(H7(-278 
89(6713 6000)^AD)!d. 


POP 

Cardiff 

harjart C0ff»whw Classic English folk-rock- 
eo. Si Ovids HuBTbc Hayes (01222- 
878444) Sun 730pm. £8-£12. 

Charlbun/ 

BHtJawch Acoustic folk guuor from the leg- 
endary (tamn^er. Mduur Playing dose 
(01608-81 0987) Tonigbl 8pm, £7. chocs £6. 

Colchester 

Lash 4 AD etberealisis get cm the mad with 
new singiB, Single Girl Colchester Arts 
Court St Mary-aMbc-Wills, Church Street 
(01206-577301) Tonight 8pm. £5. cooes £4. 

Hitchtn 

7M klirois Reformed sahe* roden featur- 
ing original members Hilton Mdentinc and 
John Sled with new ringer Robert Kane 
Hemiiagr BaOmom Hermitage Rrud 
(01462-450200) Tbmghi 9ptn. £6. 

Loadon 

Otsan CMov Scam Sixticvmficienctd Birtn- 
ingh-un rceben also to he seen in hull 
UUkA band. The Gamp: Highboy Ow- 
ner N5 (0171-607 13l8.ee 34* 0044) e- 
High bury * Ishngjoa. Ttinighi 8pm. £53u. 
CM Mfcun Sec Critic’s Choice. Subterma 
Acklam BiiJd U71U0IX1.96O *590> 
ft Luforokc Grove. IS Jan. Vpcru £|d 
Gary Had l Catfarya Craig Country from roots 
rocker Hall and Nashville songwriicr 
Cra(g. 

The tKwvsrs Newington Green RokI NT 
(0171 226 69 ( 1 ) ^ Highbuiy & LHnpon. 
Sun 820pm. £4. ooncs £?. 

Saoply Bad Mick Hucknab tours his new Life 
album. Btm bier Arena Empire Way HAP 
(0181-400 1234) 9 Wembley Park. Tonight 
* Sun. 620pm, phone for J'nlibfliiy- 

JAZZ, WORLD, FOLK ETC 
Bath 


Tba Gas Giwts Out-jazz duo. .Wafer Chib 
George Street (01225-333423) Tbneht 
9pm. £4, £3 20 cones. £3 meats. 


EVENTS 


OPERA 

London 


LaMaltnOi Mkiuid HaynkadapmormoJ 
Offenbach, tfiremed by Un Judge. Today 
220pm * 720pm. Lt-£5tL St Manm's Lane. 
WC2 (01 71-632 8300/ O Lek Square. 


DWWtSM First L0C performance nf 
Kurogotd'sro>re,condueivdby Russell 
KeaMe. Son 7.15pm. £7-£J6. South Bank 
Centre (0171-9604242) BRie Wncrtoo. 




bin Stay 's K«W7 Mb Squeaky sa* pmi. 
OxrxLm CladacMtx Bnuthnaiie HaE 
Katherine Street 10181-253 KUff) "fonight 
8pm. JS. cooes £6. 

London 

Hat Sddfriey UiSEt Mdiow trumpci ram. 

Jazz Cafe Partway NW) 1 01 71 -344 00441 
O Camden Town. Totnght 7pm. £15. ads 

nz 

San B?w« kio Arty, ambient tenortst from 
New York. The Rlrihmic Chape) Markr. 

Nl 10171-713 5859| e .\npjL Tonighi 
9pm. £11). cones OL 

Mb' Wl hrfmitui Tbtmg Loodm pianis*- 
Thr Rlmhrrjc Chapd Market Nl 10171-713 
5859i ft Angel Sun Vpm. £7. cons £5. 

Efefii Parker Sottet Waridbeai Oaulkt. Tuner 
Stoke Nevrapon Church Street S16 
(0171-254 65161 BR: Si.akc Newmgxon. 
Tunwhl 8pm. £7. 

Sevenoaks 

Lanaas Ethereal jazz. Sug Theatre London 
Road (01732-450175) Tbmgtu 720pm. £7. 
com £5. 

LITERATURE 

London 

T5 Se( Pt**7 Prizs Preraw Rrac&rsu fmn the 
ten riamhned poets Dominated for the 
award doe 10 be presented on January 15. 
Almeida Theatre Almeida Street Nl 10171- 
359 4404) -9 AngcL Sun 7 pm. £6. coocs £4. 
Voice OtCmdsm Readers oteluimg Hume 
Crcwyn, Rkhaid McKanc and Stephen 
Wuts..4fpnecfi 7 [nern Afynureh Road E 
(lHSI-980 23211 ^ BeUmal Green. Son 7p«n. 
fo*. 


Brighton 

HeSdsy Or Icb Orarax comedy, music and 
halier in this show for all ages. Brijuon 
Centre King’s Road 101273-2028811 Tuc- 
Thu 2pm. Fri 7_4npnr, Sal 5pm. 5pm, 

Sun 2pm. 5pm. enfc 2 Jan. phone (or 
derails. 

Cheltenham 


M a ch o s ' RacgrilCD far Kihti HjO impena) 
Square (01 242-227979) Today 10am- 
4 JOpo. £l before 1 lam. 50p after. 
CMaohm Spa tkaBty tahqaes Fair 40 saanfc 
of fumhure. jewellery. JJvcr. porcelain and 
more. PdtuBc Pump Room Museum Albert 
Road (01242-227979/cc 523690) Sun 10am 
420pm, £j. child free. 

Gloucester 


CwyJ I Mb)** Display of leys fawn nearly 
forty yean of preslucunn. The Gloucaatr 
Mk Museum Weal saw Sneer 101457- 
26467) Mon-Sat Kkun-Sptn. ends 3 Feb, 
free. 


Ipswich 

Tta ftot tea Straw Spectacular k» stww for all 
aB cs. Thefte&m Sr Bcteni Street (U1473- 
2SI48U) Enfc today, phone for deads. 

London 

Lg^B UraM BoMSbrnr AD (he bust at 
h mn etpuftoesst ««1 holidays. Earl’s Court 
Exhbidco Centre Rtofck Roil SW5 (PXTJ- 
k738t41)-9 Emfs CL Sar Iftno-Tpcn. Sun. 
Itam-ftpm, £820. omes £6-50, after 4pm 
£520. 

IfljfcB Booh Twt V/tde ran^ of me, anti- 
quarian and secondhand books, maps, 
engraved and decorative prints. Mm Rus- 
x3Husxli Square WC1 (0171-837 64781 
■& Rtt&ctt 5q- Star 2pm- 7pm, lSJatk 
I lam-7pm. free. 

tinted Hates SOM temnsT & A> SbM 

Extnlmirin marking the anniversary of the 
firs meeting of the UN Genera) Assembly 
in 1946. JMnEl Central Had Storey’s 
C-utc SWl (0(71-222 8010) « Wesmin- 
scifSr James Park-TrtJaj & Son 10am- 
6pm. tree. 

Oomsa Soto Ckcas Mixture of traditional 
and innovative physical theatre. 

Rcundh'iuse rTviiv Firm Rood NWi 
(0171-482 7318) Tue-FnSpm. Sal 220pm_ 
i Spm. Sun 220pm * SJOptn (00 perf (5 
Jan), enfc 21 Jan. £S-£I25ft owics 
avTulaMc. 

Caqn Da Sd A Salfiataxa lnnimnm-c cmer- 
tanuncoc weaving dance, aaohutics and 
cumedv. Royal .40nrt Hall Kensington 
Gore SWT (Ui:i-589S212)«-_Higfa Street 
Kenstncton. Txlrv 2Jitpm * 7,45pm. Sim 
7.45 pm’ £22435 . ' 

Oxford 


EudnidviK Ficb fdate Jems Sheila 
Paine's exploration of Asian textiles. 
Pitt Rnen Museum South Parks Road 
(01S65-27W27) Mon-Sat ipo-dJOpm. 
ends 20 Apr. free. 

Portsmouth 


PrcsenwlksnspcrtOeptii Opts Day Twelve 
vehicles in various sages of tesaoration. 
PraermiTnirnpun Depot Broad Street 
. (0J 705-256602) Sun Ham. free. 


OXFORD UNIVERSHY PRESS 
CHRISTMAS CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS 


Concise crossword 



AUCTIONS 


FAIRS 


nnninriiinoiClHBBS 

. u S Q S u lj B a B Q g u g a B b q u b q q q S 

IgBQQQQ UQDUQQQB HQC1BQ □□U3H 
EBapQaataQQaQBananan auiaasaa 

■n rn n n Q □ Q D □ U U U 

daQQQQQDBQ □QQQQS 2 □□□□□□□□Q 
n n n n □ BO Q □ Q E 
OQDG1QDDDDOQQL] □□BBDQDQBEE 

n rn 0 QQQQQQQD&Q 

BQBDQS QQDQQDQQ DBBQB QUQQE 

1 BQ Q Q D Q Q O u 

SQQQQ □□□□□ QQQQBQQB DQDQQP 

Iqdqqdqddq a a b 

□□□□□□□□QQQ BQBBBBQBBQBQB 
ji n n □ □ U □ □ Q □ Q 

EqqBBDBBQ □□□BED QBBBDQOOQn 
*0 □ QBDBQB □ C3 £3 Q 
□□□BBBB aBDBIiaBOOQQPQQBBBDS 

B o □ B B B □ B B B B 
BBOB BBBBB nflBBBBQB BBBBQQ 

E lOQaaDBQDDQQQ 
3 BBQB □□□ BBOBBQBBD □□BQQB 
"□□□BQQB 1 BBBDB 
OQBDESBaaBQQDBBBBaBDBQPDB 


gjfcBpsSkrtrt Graphic and anise s’ nnlen - 
als. transfer pnntmg equipment, wottaa- 
tions, devks. drawing boards, partitioning, 
chairs, pens, pencils. Wednesday fftbmiV 
Hawbery King IspcBmgok). Unit Z Stott \W- 
irv industrial Park. Starwcd Road (0181-343 
7JTJ(. 

BnritWwt4iXi lots of roys. tkfls. trains, a big 
coUeclka or boxed and unbared diecast 
model vehicle*, books, annu a l s, postcards 
» ink^tom- Walking, rfimhiog, mnonuinerr- 
inc. skiiag and campms eqnipmcnt and the 
stock of a goITs raise's shop, next Saturday 
1 1 lam 1. Neales 192 Marsfreld Road (QIIS- 
962414J,. 

Manchestar. Mixed &ak indudmg 15.000 pairs 
of Lidies’ brads, khchcnwaie. household 
and fancy goods and iwvdties. Tuesday (12 
noun). Area Auctions 1 1 Bbckfriars Road. 
Salford 10161-854 S246). 

Bachwyi Antique and later frinnnire and 00)- 
lecton' items. Wednesday ( ILtam). DrewaB 
Neale Holloways 49 Parsons Street (01295- 
253197). 

Sradtarti: Kitchen, bathroom and bedroom 
showroom tfispbys and accesortes. Wednes- 
day (IQJDam) at Winfcor Plumbing and 
Qecjrieal Preston Street Thornton Rusal 
Walker Singleton Slew an Newi®. (01422- 
36431 1 L 

Odhaa. Haopdire: Art and antiques, contents 
of several local residences Wednesday 
(2pm) ai the North Wambo rough VTHagj: 
Hall. Odibam Auction Sales (01252- 
844410). 

Ayr. Bathroom suites and plumbing stocks 
including shower units Victorian hath and 
taps samury ware, invalid bath, lead Dashing, 
band 100b, TUesday ( UL30ami at Fergusons 
Plumbers Fittings Newton Trading Esaie, 
45 McCalls Awnae (J-ACuhort tit 4 1-248 
69J9). 

kfchas, RgrioBu Book and collectots sale, 
Tbursdav- Friday ( 11120am daily). GA-Kry, 
.■*ff Palmers Lane (01263-733195). 

.-tnaipres Trade Gazette 10171-930 4957). 
Gin mmeni Auction News 10171-353 73CM. 
utfimnan. vt faxline tV>9 1 -887700). 



onaaanBDQBnQQ 
□□□□□□ □□□□□□□□□ □□□ BEJQQB 
BBBBDBDBBBBaB 

□□dbob □□bqbqqb pbbbki qquqq 

D BOBU QD G] B ES B 
□BBQnBBQQBQQI 3 QDQQQQ BEQBBBB 

□ U □ □ B U Q B □ B BE 
flUBDSBQBOB aaBBQB BQBBEBQEE 

□ □ □□□BE □ QBE 

EQBQBBBQEEBQB □BQQEEBBSUE 

□ □ □ □□□EBBQQEB 
qODDBB □EHEDBOD □□□□□ BEEBE 

□ BE □ U E S BE B 
QDEDB BEEBE EDEEBDEB QBBBEE 

□ EBEBQEBBE BBB 
□QEBEEOBBBE BDEBEEOEEQEBE 
a □ □ B □ □ U □ □ QO 
BEEQQBDEQ QUBEEE QEEEEIBBBEE 

□ B EEEBEE B □ E Q 
BEEEEBE BEQBBEUEEEEBQEBQEEB 
EQDE EE ODilD Q 
□EBBU BEQEE EBEBOBBB QEQQBB 
BEBBEEBEECBEE 
EEDEQ EEE QBBEEEBEE EQEBSB 

□ QEEEEBEEEEB B 
HBaBBHBEBHBBHBPEQBEBHEBE 



UtiUDAtateas and Baa Ift NEC Birmingham. 
We doesdav-S unday (0121-767 2760). 

Boyal Stejrw*) Wte tatea and CaflKfere 
SttmcJingh, near KcnDwonh, Whrwickshfre: 
ower 4(B dealers | IACF 01636-702326). 
Oecwatrre MlqBB and faCSst King's College. 
Fulham Road, west London. Wednesdays 
Sunday (Harvey D171-624 5173). 

Epson Rttstunu: over (00 dealers 7Vesduy 
(Cooiinnity ftrrs 0 1584-873634). 


Dr RHS Carpenter from Cambridge Is the outright winner rffluc'.. , 
Jumbo Christmas crosswonj competition, and is new the tik^cy 
owner of The Oxford English Dictionary on CD-Rom, worth £580. 

The next three cryptic entries drawn from the sack were: Mrs El 
Taylor of Branscombe, Devon; Charies Luiham erf Colyton, Devon, 
arid Rev GS Gibson of Bedminster, Bristol. They will each recaive tte 
Oxford Reference Shelf an d the Oxford Compendium on CD-Rom. ' 
A complete sd erf the Oxford Illustrated Dickens will be winging 
its way to Caroline Richards erf London SWl 2, whose entry wasihe ^ 
first pideed of the concise crossword nmnefSHJp. 

Finally, Michael Hasb'bw of London SE10; Ruth M Dixon erf 
Oxford; Marian Ray of Petersfieid, Hampshire; Elaine Wealieans of. 
Camberiy, Surrey and Mrs 0 Hazleton erf Giynneath, West 
Glamorgan, all win copies of A Christmas Carol. 


church services 


egffBWC<nSRftH»llC4.«iam Maim. The 
VetvKcv DiCAlm. I lmSoltIindBri4.Mii- 
vi W.-n» m C IMuart i. The Dean, t.l.tpm Em>- 
Miat Hu«v-U» m G. hJOpm CoiQpline. The 
Aidtdexm. 

1CKHSIR Kim.34te HC bteStavEaduiA 
Mrb brevis I’Bciiekyi. Cam Paul fopwen; 
(1 Jfam Maim. Infcno m K *pm EveuudA Wood 
ia F. The Rc» Hibiy EUfataa. 

•MTOLaiWraL 7 40am Maims Sam IK. Hfan 
ChLial Eaxharnr, bur** 0«*). Cuoiei 
ICI Jobnra. aJI^sU Chant Eveuvaig. St mfurd id 
CCam /Utuir RnHem. 

MB B BMWB. BlfawiitwCtefed. fam HC 

Canon Samio Mmt Htam5oofiEudursASm>l=f 

axaiiKnia: lHn»\Cancn Sanaa Rrttnc 1 1 2*1301 

Choral Gmualiio Uiw brevh In G i.Mron I, 

Canon Mnum Mmonv 330pm Omni 

Rue la C Bumr. 62Hp«n Church™ together I'nll. 

nlSmw 

CHBimn CMItUBL TJlbm Mrnrancnatcr. Sam 
I IC. The Proroit ‘i2ihrn Eacharet. The Rev BiD 
Pntx; ll.l.ftm Clan! Matin*. S'M'fnrd lu B Oat. 
TV Proiuat. 3prn Chfwmplc SemOc. Bran Sur- 
lias. *<pp Omni Evemane. Mcvraa la (X Cnn 
Pmi 4 tji fjn. 

CMCHBiaDBKnML)taallC: llhm Muim. Bu^ 
biC Tte Ch.mcegur. Ham Sung Etetewt.ftm- 
tml In CTh v Prccoaar. 320 jtp Grcreinig 
BETEBCflBtDRIL: Sam HO 6.45am Sung Encharm. 
O «me ye of tbc Loo! (T«cj. The Xu- 

timxll ISanMatim.limebCTbcSubDcsn. 
3pm erensooi torfnmfci in D mmor 62%m 
pm« So wt.Hi, PhcU liar, 
oooasraicjiieaaatinjm nc luiSomEuchaiiu. 

Somrion ia F. the Rev Dr Jane Tiber. ITpra HC: 
J|W Ejaploiiv Cant ServtM 


GBUFOm UnffDML tafll HC.^ The Rev John Gui- 
lin Cbrt OA^iin Suhk Erchaito. Mou brevu 
(Gabrieli). Tbe (Vun; 11.15am Maom, The three 
kmp (Cnmelnn). Mn Helen Bwcrr. 62V° 
EvrasiBc. CmMa MiduelHwUshu» 
ISB«B«neWL Ann HC: IOjui CoitmUnl Eo- 
rtrii w Nohk a ft ami. The Tluunrr. t r W a rn 
MatlBv Hapvood ui *\ due 3 JOpm Evemong. We»- 
kv in E. ndiendary Waller Geuld. 
RBlSIQ0ranL7J5ani Matinx kam HC 9.15am 
F.piil. f.mmuiM ID.titamSungEudunN.Mh- 


iTairarrtsBi. u.WniB Evonne Smx. 7br Dean, 
fliom Ctant efcofc. Hun HC IQjm Ueta. Sun- 
mrai id G. Canon OTxjnovan. 1 1 15am 5anj Ea- 
ohnnsi. pna ntneer ,5uawn*yi. Cats it fca- 
Btir. firm Bemuag am) CNfcij: Ptayerc. 
ranaBBrnmanurim hc93o B b 1 Fmfa c,-p 
rnnuua Caouo Jane Her«e= 1 1 am SunaEuduns 
CutlraoUm rcpalc ittowto). Canon Culm Bradkv. 
nJftmi Evcnauax. He Hu 1 ™*- 
BOOtftra C*n€BWL tin Tlx- v.ijjra Mates. 
Cvlkmna r*«le iNoorfM: IP3ttun Saoi Eu- 

fcvmoog. Third vovip; 

SI HAMS amowt trim HC ftlSxm (tirnh Etr- 
dumi. Tbc bub Dean: 1 lam '«4ran ErKturut. 
Vmi fcau WHiaar a G minor. cOflpm Etusung, 
Bartow d Ci. Ctanon |ta» 
SUSUSTHnaW-hamllCTtac Dca=: Ilbm tu- 
efcarec, *tu»an to C Cams IXmd fawn 
I L.tibm Mol ts. Stantoid to ® HaL^ C j&u: Junu fn- 
bornc: Jpn Evctomg. Wic,™ in E 
IRHO amwk Mm HC tan Mourn. ' The Tlea- 
Huer. I Oam Sung EudtanN. Miaa brers iBeifcc- 
fcvt. The rrcamrcr- opm Enawac. The Curate. 
■OISanOULRuu HC.u.«am Mug EnebanN. 
Sdmbcn m O, Tte Very Re* R Lews. MJitam 
Mams. From ilk. irons ol ibe « iDa^teri; '-]-a 
E»amiiis.5uufunlniG. ThrftevG.O. Rims. 


teOEnaCBBBai bm HC. 1620am Mates. 
SunfontmCnicDcan.U-MamEiidarei.Ms- 

HSSXn Km (Qnoe| 1 .U0pin Evensong, Oflcgium 

regale ftawinei l, Canon Walla. 

MK8IR aUCBUL tXan RumTy Eueluna. 
103bn Suns Eaduna. ftVncila ns I Hem L 
7tac Ot9K Jpnt Ewmume- Gr«r maw flaariaas c 
tUOpm Coamhiianm; ot Dmvcmb Ymsb ftlfavr 
amt Social RapomMity fWi«r, The BMnp. 

C—Kllteit te** 7-ten Matins and Uuny: 
ifaa(fC,7Tm Dearc QunParnfr Entires!. The Rev 
IF. Redvm Hams, llaa Sana Cudans. St 
total mam itSfau 71* Coooa ia BdUrece; 
liUpm Hot* Eudiartn: .UtVmOral Evcmram. 
Nabk m B minor, f. JDpm Puata Eixreote: 
KWWraB B BL KmiHC lion Moos. The qw- 

U rif the Lad (EJjar j. h2£te F'rito*"*- * Cadne 

■ertite IButoo). 

STHABSCHTOMILkaniHC llamCvnwnBcadi- 
ati. Yr Minn: «-Wpm Pariih Eudurwt. Thr 
fen. II LftBiOroialMerire. SucJarJin A The 
Canocc tfei Omni ti*nwim. Tbr Suun.mii. 

BB7II1L DUin rnmfrti B un M 1 1 r " *" — Rum)! 
Miu. ! Ion Sufcmn Um if» Mas*. 

SnaSWIfBHLSja HC: 8.4>am Motutc 1 1 am 
Sung EudurrO. Meua Srcvn i Chande t. The Vc n 
Mifcort Cntdnugh. J.L^pn&wi"n(:*iri*«i 
I & Canon John nnlHvmra 
I WCTHU niBBl Sam HC. )CUm Man ns The Pjt 
L ite Damcn. II. 15am Abhcv EndunN- Mw Ira 
Umi vuuc' Canon Coin Sender. 3pn Lven- 

tens Sotowm a O. Canon .Smtemy Harvev: 
s.4<«n ChVJiii Bceual by Sirehcn fc fty«w: 
I ftJtamEicmncSeiTkx^Setci (Umy Maikey 
SOTPrndl CafeML 3“ Endteiw: )P55om 
I Choral Endure!. Mevse -ajhamcUc iLondort- 
I i_rereDoral6itaiii»i..Y“*3“J&« ,,w y- , *4- 
I rtsdc fHooefa). CaurU Rre WTUrc. 


*1 iWtallllll IIIILUIIL7ani,ilJO,6mD Maw; lilac 
Munuri{; Ptorcr. tnjnam Sukmn Mass, Mhu hrc- 
* rndlNmi: 12pm Mas*; 3 30pm SnL^u. Ves- 
I>m rad BcnedirtV.il. Maoufial .mav, Fan iLm- 
*usl. 4 JOpn Orjan Kmbl fa Andm ReuL 
S.vOtbl 7pm Mc«. 

ram or nc anoc mao* esrac mwc* 

don Wl iJTLm Melee. I lam Dome Lrnu^r. 
EhaammcOmandClural Mmac.um m Greek. 

absoM. of the man* or m hdo i gob ota» 

baMtafcd. Iranian SW7: Iftklpm Dcvme Utm- 
pr. Chen) Miuaral lie Junan oral Znaawvmy oa- 
dtuern. runr to Church Sbaunr 
CMBM Of 71 9m Battel te n i tat ). London 
Wl la ltLStao Cfamc Uterijv, TradOiaiul SnMmi 
Qtoral Staroc. «ub£ m Cburch Stannac. 

«m voaiu: antn or sr USB, iraukc m 

Ham Monhlg An y* 1 - Anddchr^ YegMac Ijuirv 


Itaili d Snp l Si James's PjIaq D.Yum HC. H.lfe 
Mraun Hraw. Gloria in occ>* rfakiLTk 
Rev GH '**hire. 

Tte (tarns Quest sttaSawaSasra HQLWd llam 
MatsB. Vaughan WlOianv. la C. The Chap lain, 
) 220pm HC 

Ctapd RfaL Wt M LnhLoi u.ISanj HC Mam 
Maura and V.Tnnn. AJmctov God. ahidi by the 
y.Mf III 3 vmiMl Canon J.GJ4.W. Mn tufa. 
Bupd fcfd, Hasan-;® Crain x.tium HC- Ham 

Maim, Sual.itd ai A: J.'vIpHi kwiir-ung. 

rns n CmegL Sunh Autev -SirevL Wl: S.Uam 

HC. ilnm Smu L'orfur-U. Him fams hi F 

iHjvtat- The fev Smwn Hnbfa 

gmrti Qugd. WcUmpin Bometa SWl: 11am 

Maura. Otmra Jc mha (1 Laalfi TV- Ouftiin: 

%^M^4Gtem,SWT: (ism Mrainnt Ptavn.&£ 
iho— ard tGMwfti.Thc Rev t«i Hiuev. 
taribriaBtaChmftGrcemndbSEIh ILraSn 
tsdlHBt. SictiKd aC The Res Ore Etentt 


■ IHeraleau tame Brawl Street. 606 ll«c Sui* 
EuchansL Cam, Samuel Van Cnbn. 

« Ufc. Mufparel Street, Wl: Korn Lo> Max; 
HUOam Mourn* Purer. I lam Hlji Mras, Miua 
udeuare la C iMtuanj. The View, S.lJpm Lire 
Mao; Kyra 5 nlram Encnaonp. The Vicar. 

■Item fhrrev lOMte- SWn turn f (Ctu.sqreoSnv 
k'ucnarra. I T JOua Frol. Eodhamk bpra Sung 
C-vcitmug. 

fflfefc.Ut^heminocv.Wl.vamlHllUmCra* 
mureM Service, The Rev Stepts.ii Wootcy; feJOpsi. 
Cum fobs Oupnrott 

Ofco OH Qtafc OU CteHth Sliaa. BWJh Ham 11C: 
mam ChUrcn'v Sct'-ke: Ilui Mnuu. Mi j. 
■tarhermoL 1215pm HC.iV[raExnuam.The Res 
Dr P. ESy. 

Wr The Bra 

Sandy Miltir TTam latoimalSciwe.Mntoniu, 
5pm. 7,Wpni InfnnnJ Service, the Rev (Vis Cnun- 
VL 

Mrteh Prmre Greaut Kuod. SW7: x.tiiun Eu- 
fcareL Dam Ifcoral Mranlpg Prjro. The Res 
LE.M OaUun. lZJ6tm Euduirn 
MtaMft Mome Simi. SWl H.JSon, HC Item 
•Seep Luehirw. DaiV- in P.Thr Kcctni. 
SIMMY AUsac. la.2- I’i-Vlsm Sune CneturnL 
Capl Lee ftBln. 

8 Wei. Fleet Suva. CC4 . H sm CVoal Maims and 
Lurtuirt, Suurem m F Correa lota (.laii*.. 6 Jtym 
Oaual taensune. ILniand In A ilu. The Rev iu)m 
(tan on. 

U n i ta l hail VnitUltT- llamMaiiin. In. land 
In F. '(Tic Krv Berci PnfiiiT> 

8 Crta b ufi. Hribeuh lUdnr. SWs iPamllC: 
1 lam bag kutiilM.Miis hv Iran nUecs f IfatlL 
The Res I. Vine 

B Uffrita'i. Gtcmwunb Sued. NH'l. lU.Viam 
Maurce ((an Sufcam Mas. 7he Vmr 
Sl Gsup's, Hanttor irhmMaipllriunu.Fi ttr 

rv Util ter; ...linn Lvcmuni: Fi (Vitv Dutlei. 
SGamvXlUifciKiSi(Uiv.WI UhmllC llim 


Song EudmreL Mfaa hreni [Dnlirek The Re©- I 
Un. ft 

Sl featf L JStsad/Dy: (LAam HC: llam Song Etl- re 
diana. The Re* Donald Raws 5.45pm Eucniru □ 

Prayer. SI 

» tores SartWfafa.Garhdr Hffl. ECS: laJOamSon* <9 
Enchmte. The Rev atom Paul. 9 

BtaaXSmcfaniBvireteav. EI.V 11am Itamitvaa- 5e 
vue.Thc fev thni Hctmd cC 6-tftna I IC The Re* T1 

John Rictratibrai. 8 

StejHBdORh. pnwt Sam HCr.lftun Psrt* ft 
CiWtimtnjan; [ (am Sung Eudwrk. Max idea- r» 
ndle iTtiBritriLThc Rev Mark Ojldev. 81 

» late's. Spine? SueeL SW3: Ham I K2 in JKtare he 

Morning Prater and I IC.OOo4.lhau on Oft Oud Ei 
ihauJhTtaHm^fosttrereiUlbmErareareL B' 

The Vfn Traatrj ftaptael M 

Blapu fee ItartftLmrThiiim Sued. EO llam Ct 

SnkmaMts*. Sri 
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staying in 




byGeranJ Gilbert 




Radio 

by Robert Hanks 


Our Fnertfs in the North 9pm BBC2 (above). 

so-far-so-fira, nine-part dralra 

''SS2r2ri2f n TO tracine four Mentis hum 
"“tan 1964 till today (1896080). 

kS?fa,!?®f : *5 e f ual Hafassm *nt 9pm C4. It 

0,16 in womefl are 

work - Elliott's film 

faur °f tflem as they pursue their 
w*s through industrial tribunals f2370j. 
gMttt uuopm BBC1. Special extended- 
length film charting the history of Gcspel 
musrc in. the United Stetes (6850912). 

’ 

The Decision 9pm C4. Medical dilemmas 
brought into focus in a new series. In the 
first case, a woman in. her 19th week of 
pregnancy discovers she has cervical 
cancer. Can she afford to wait five weeks 
for a caesarian? (18984481 

The House 930 BBC2 (above). A year in 
the life of the Royal Opera House. Fly-on- 
the-diva TV in six parts (82239J. 

The Guff War 10.45pm BBC1. The series, 
like the war, draws to an inconclusive end 
(640852). 

Coronation Street 7.30pm {TV. Brian and 
Den ise - she thinks its all over; he has other 
ideas (833). 

Hollywood Men 9pm ITV (above). From the 
people who brought you Hollywood Women 
and Hollywood Kids (Carlton in other 
words), what it's like to be a man in 
Tinseltown - and whether it's stindJ^nec- 

The Real X-Ftes 9pm C4. Another chance 
to see tote film from Hast year's sci-fl week- 
end - about the CIA’s experiments in the 
paranormal (4031). . .. . • ■ 

French and Saunders 9.30pm BBC1- 
How many people will appreciate Jen and. 
Dawn's homage to Federico Fetiini? Either 

way -Kate Moss agrees to come in and be 

ribbed (66925). 

inside Story 10pm BBC1 (above). Cameras 
follow as four lads are Boomed to become ~ 
the next Take That (697079X 

fW Infernal Affairs (Mike Fggjs 1990 US) 

10 45pm BBC1 (above). Richard Gere 
olaysJt nasty as toe-bent cop to Andy Gar- 
cia’s 

ftntasy Fortran League 11.1 5 pm BBC2. 
-How will ftes ‘'unflappable 0 Lynam play it 
with foe' 'Lads 4s he lands guest-manager 
spot? (325906). • • ^ ^ 

FDm: A Brighter Summer Day (Edward 

essary to be surgically "enlarged (5630). 
Under the Sun 9 .30pm BBC2. Why, in 
1994, some 100 people were burned as 
witches in South Africa (242678). 

Yarra 199r Taiwan) 12.30am BBC2. 
Yarigs m4stedy portrait of coming of age 
in 5riy 1960s Taiwan (6169759k 

After Hours: The Scott Inquiry 12.05am 
?“• E ^ er y night this week, the late-night 
{oo,cs at the aftermath 
Arms-to-lraq business and wonders 
wnat the inquiry's final report has in store 
for Government ministers. 

Space Fictions 2pm R4. Four programmes 
on how outer-space has been tackled In 
fiction, with contributors including Brian 
Aldlss and Doris Lessing. As one speaker 
puts ib The profound tragedy of science- 
fiction Is Sputnik." 

Times Past, Times Future 7.45pm R4. Three 
former Home Secretaries - Meriyn Rees, Roy 
Jenkins and Kenneth Baker - discuss the 
powers and limitations cf the office, with for- 
mer Chief Constable John AJdereon describ- 
ing what it's Hte at the other end at the chain. 

First Mai in the Moon 10am R4FM. James 
Bolam unwisely trite to out-ham DonajdSin- 
den (spluttering vigorously as the eccentric 
Professor Cavor, inventor of the anti-grav- 
ity metal cavorlte) in a four-part adaptation 
of H G Wells's jolly tale of lunar exploration. 

Cfiaries lifts Weekend 7.30pm R3. Three 
days of concerts and features devoted to one 
of toe greatiriginai thinkers — and great 
entertainers - of modem music, beginning 
with a BBC Symphony Orchestra concert 
five from the Barbican. 

1 

Sunday Telev 

ision and Ra 

dio 


BBC1 


6.45 QUO Coward of the County (Dick Lowry 1981 
US). The brother (Kenny Rogers) of a Southern 
preacher is dubbed a coward for refusing to ioin 
the army (703462). 

8.15 Suenos- World Spanish (4523066) 

830 Breakfast with Frost Tony Blair (4 7 1 72) 

930 See Hear! (S) (3432714). 

9.45 The French Experience (S) (3437269). 

10.00 United Nations Anniversary Service. From the 
Central Hall Methodist Church, a service to 
commemorate the first ever meeting of the 
General Assembly of the United Nations, 50 years 
ago this month (S) (68004). 

11.00 The 11th Hour (S) (28288). 

12.00 CountryFBe (S) (89714). 

1230 News; on the Record. The proposal to bring 
British Summer Time in line with European 
standards (91240). * 

130 EastEnders. Omnibus (S) (5538172). * 

2.55 GHSI Ice Station Zebra (John Sturges 1968 US). 
Cold War thriller based on the Alistair Maclean 
novei finds a Russian satellite coming down near 
the North Pole. Stars a distracted- looking Rock 
Hudson and a proficient Patrick McGoohan, then 
at the height of his Prisoner fame (31057627). 
5.25 Black Hearts in Battersea (S) (654337). * 

5.45 News; Weather (225608). 4 

6.05 local News (689820). 

6.10 Songs of Praise. From Richmond-upon-Thames 
(S) (285820).* 

6.45 Antiques Roadshow. From Llangollen, in mid- 
Wales. I often find myself wondering how many of 
these antiques are - however unwittingly - stolen, 
especially when people claim they "picked it up 
for a fiver at a car-boot sale" (S) (952240). 

730 Pie in the Sky (S) (649424). * 

830 As Time Goes By. Lionel receives a letter from his 
ex-wife. Literate but snoozy sitcom with Judi 
Dench and Geoffrey Palmer ($) (835627). * 

830 News, Weather (808733). * 

9.05 The Gulf War. See Preview p28 (J 47207). * 

10.05 Filipina Dreamgjris. Andrew Davies's Screen One 

film from 1991 about five men from Wales who 
book an eight-day package to the Philippines 
hoping to return with a mail-order bride. Nice to 
see Charlie Drake out and about again, joined by 
Bill M aynard and David Thewlis (RJ (234424). * 

11.45 BBS! Escape from the Planet of the Apes (Don 
Taylor 1971 US). The best of the sequels, which 
is saying very Ifttle, finds some of the apes going 
back in time to contemporary LA (803998). 

1.20 Weather (1583973). To 1.25am. 

REGIONS. Nl: 2.55pm Now You're Talking. 330 

Ratblin Island 3.50 Big Al. 4.05 Columbo. 6.05 
Inside Ulster News. 


BBC 2 


730 Children's BBC: Rupert. 7.35 The Adventures of 
Skrppy. 8.00 Playdays. 8.20 Grimmy. 8.40 
Jackanory: Fingal. 8.55 Bitsa. 9. 10 Teenage 
Mutant Hero Turtles. 9.35 Phantom 2040. 9.55 
Highly Sprung! 1035 Grange Hill. 10.50 Agent Z 
and the Penguin from Mars. 11.15 AsSeenonTV 

11.45 Star Trek (6679356). 

1230 Fantasy Football League (SJ (25627). 

1.00 Singed Out US dating game in which 
contestants pick out a date from the studio 
audience (20646). 

1.30 Regio nal programmes (24998). 

2.00 BBS Finraan's Rainbow (Francis Ford Coppola 
1968 US). Coppola in his big-bud^t debut and 
Fired Astaire in his last starring role, made this 
unfairly slated musical about an Irish immigrant, 
whose leprechaun (a very bouncy Tommy Steele) 
comes to life in the American Deep South 
(34203646). 

4.15 Ski Sunday. The men's downhill from Kitzbuhel, 
Austria (5955406). 

435 Rugby Special. Highlights of Wasps vs West 
Hartlepool (S) (1328207). 

535 Natural Wodd. New series begins with a sequel to 
the popular 1993 documentary about Echo the 
elephant and his calf. Ely, who live in Kenya's 
Amboseli National Park (S) (840511). 

6.45 The Big Trip. Travel series aimed at the yoof 
market (Lisa r Anson as narrator gives the game 
away) in which three pairs of friends go 
backpacking. See Preview, p28 (950882). * 

7.30 The Persuader. The TV Tones of Lord Lew Grade. 
The TV mogul's career assessed with the help of 
Roger Moore, Patrick McGoohan and Miss Piggy 
From last year's A7V Night (647066). 

8.20 In Search of Pm/er. Kirsty Wart introduces a 
three-fart investigation into who really wields the 
power in present-day Britain (480443). 

9.00 The Tourist (SJ (22791 7). * 

9.50 Another Foot "m the Past Actress Liz Dawn 
{ Coronation Street's Vera Duckworth) revisits a 
childhood haunt (R) (S) (843627). 

10.00 Timewatch. The hidden history of the great 
temp le of Kamak. See Preview (S) (1 79627). * 

1030 pfl From Hollywood to Deadwood (Rex Rcfcett 
1991 US). A Hollywood actress disappears mid- 
shoot and two private eyes are hired to find her in 
this enjoyable indie road movie (784805 1 1). 

1235 BB9 Grim Prairie Tales (Wayne Coe 1990 US). 
Four camp-fire honor stories, as told to city slicker 
Brad Dourif by bounty-hunter James Earl Jones 
(7523932). To 1.50am. 

REGIONS. Wales: 1.30pm Welsh Lobby. 4.55 Scrum 
5. Nl: 1.30pm Gaelscoil. 


ITV/London 


6.00 GMTV. 6.00 The Sunday Review. 6.30 News and 
Sport 7.00 The Sunday Programme (70998). 

8.00 Disney Club. Eliza Szonert (Danni in Neighbours) 
and juggler Andy Bali are in the studio (S) 
(35525172). * 

10.15 Link. How disability products are marketed (S) 
(7448733). * 

10.30 Sunday Matters. Dora Bryan talks about her faith, 
and we gatecrash 1 1 .00 Morning Wbrship at St 
Peter & St Paul, in Wtidhurst, Sussex (5) (3251 2). 

1230 Crosstalk (22563). 

1.00 News, Weather (28 1 723 56). * 

1.10 Stuntmasters (81 93269). 

2.00 Yesterday's Heroes. Frank Worthington and 
Charlie George (6375). 

230 The Sunday Match. Birmingham City vs Chariton 
Athletic. Brian Moore supplies the commentary to 
this top- of-the-EnOsleigh dash (65902820). 

5.15 Cartoon Time (4485882). 

530 London Tonight (245849). * 

5.50 News, Weather (421733). * 

6.00 QE1 Father of the Bride (Charles Shyer 1991 
US). Uninspired remake of the 1950 comedy 
about a father's misgivings about his daughter's 
wedding has Steve Martin in the Spencer Tracy 
role, and Diane Keaton as his sensible, stoical 
wife. From the writer/director team who gave us 
Baby Boom, if you want an idea of the tone ( S ) 
(6462).* 

8.00 A Touch of Frost A soldier is shat at an army 
camp (S) (8207).* 

10.00 Lights, Camera, Action: A Centenary of the 
Cinema. Serious cineastes won't be taking their 
movie history from Michael AspeJ. especially as 
there have already been two excellent series on 
the same subject (S) (77 1 4). * 

11.00 News, Weather (235627). * 

11.15 Spitting Image. The 18th and last series of the 
ageing latex satire introduces puppets of Camilla 
Rarker-Bowles, Paula Yates and Anthea Turner (S) 
032627). 

11.45 Compass. African game warden Stephen Pern 
takes a 1,500-mile wafk along the spine of Japan 
(R) (920998). 

12.50 GOBI Zandy’s Bride (Jan Troefl 1974 US). Gene 
Hackman and Liv Ullmann play a grouchy 
western farmer and his mail-order bride in this 
unattractive romance (838270). 

235 Cue the Music. Cue Fleetwood Mac in concert 
(7525370). 

3.35 iam Aloha. Bobby aid Rose (Floyd Mutrux 
1975 US). Teens on a crime spree in the wake of 
the success of Bonnie and Clyde (2853554). 

5.00 ITV Sport Classics (771 15). To 5.30am. 


Channel 4 


630 Blitz! (R) (8734337). 

7.15 Take 5. With The Magic Roundabout Bush Tails. 
Natalie. Nor the Engine and Joggy Bear (291 71). 

7.45 The Magic School Bus (S) ( 7961 2). 

8.15 Hong Kong Phooey (4549004). 

830 Stunt Dawgs (9789356). 

835 Biker Mice from Mars (R) (9 791 1 91). 

930 The Secret Wodd of Alex Mack (S) (4383337). 

930 Earthworm Jim (S) (1848240). 

10.15 Saved by the Beth The New Class (1678269). * 

10.40 Rodeo's Modem Life ( 7909998 % 

11.05 Dennis (9597795). 

11.15 Rawhide (831559). 

12.15 Mission Impossible (295269). * 

1.15 Football Balia. Jntemazjonale vs Roma, featuring 
Paul Ince (63411801). 

330 When Magoo Flew (2030559). 

3.40 Bia Bflly the Kid (David Miller 1941 US). 

Robert Taylor, dressed entirely in black, stands out 
against the Technicolor backdrop of this, well, 
slightly colourless version of America's most 
famous outlaw legend (4661 1 7). * 

530 HoHyoaks. From last Monday 0?) (S) (608). * 

6.00 The Persuaders! Danny mixes rt with beauties and 
commies while playing roulette down in Brighton. 
Why, those crazy Cold V\/ar years (18714). * 

7.00 Tune Team. A prehistoric river valley bed in 
Oxfordshire is about to be turned into a rubbish 
tip. Tony Robinson and archaeologjcally-minded 
chums see what they can salvage (S) (6085). * 

8.00 Baa Hooper (Hal Needham 1978 US). 1978. 
Burt Reynolds. You can almost smell the clothes- 
sense and attitude. Actually, at this time, Burt's 
attitude was swiftly changing, as he increasingly 
sent up his machismo screen personality Here he 
plays a stuntman beginning to feel his age, in an 
easy-going movie sympathetic to its subject 
Director Needham was a former stuntman, and 
Reynolds himself was famous for doing his own 
stunts (38267578). * 

935 Myra H tod ley - a Life Sentence. Updated 
documentary, originally shown in the Witness 
strand and even a dose of semi-topicality by 
Hindley’s semi-recent letter to the Guardian, 
retracing the history of the Moors murder case and 
considering the arguments for and against 
releasing Hindley (383272). * 

1035 American Football: The Road to Super Bowl. Get 
into shape (well, the sort of shape you get from 
drinking six-packs on the sofa) for 28 January’s 
Super Bowl XXX with tonight's all-night screening 
of the two games that decide who will meet in the 
final - full recorded coverage of Dallas Cowboys vs 
Green Bay Packers, and Pittsburgh Steel ers vs 
Indianapolis Colts (79034646). To 6.00am. 


llV/Regions 

INGUA 

As Lmdoa Btapb 1230pm James Bona Junta <21563!. 
1.10 Hdway to Heaen (175906$. 2JS& Courtiywde 
W645937SJ 235 Kick OR Live! (SMOSSOBJ 5.10 Duty 
Rea (6180240). 5.40 Arga News f594£?7). 11.50 Ffkrc 
The ft* -Up Ama (82B2Q7X 1.25m Hrtd Babjfon 
(14761 151 205am la* and loud 0503646 71 105am Caadi 
(5724979/. 3.40am Shift (5652733) JJO-SJOwi Fare 
Echo ol Dana (268251 

ivtat myrascHBE 

As Union except 1225pm Newsweek (32455/// 
tote: Yan Can Ox* (326/553). LIO tyne Fine M sn ol 
Shown! tael 0637 714). 200 fcrfcs.- Muider. She Ware 
(3/46288). 230 tyne The ljne lees Math- Uwi (52291 7) 
255 torts tan: Cary On Up tteJuntfe (69572/991. 430 
Kvte The Rdwd Whaetey Show (5763646). 5.00 "fyner 
The Richard Wtrotey Show (4073627). 1 145 Fine The 
Lady tagfe (603266). I30*n tarn As (twee Rasta 
<6159221). 430630001 JoUrPa 126825). 

cam 

As Imfcn ercept 1230pm Central Newsreek (6620375). 
1.10 HBwby to HearenU 759066) 2JB5 (TV Spoil Cbntt 
1/80387/41 230 The CMia) Match - Lm? (65902830). 5J5 
QrHu»®72733l 114B\torf1heWbtti(92a9981 SOftm 
Jotfrder (373748SL 530.530am Asan Eye (38369/21 

HTV 

As London except: 1225pm West West Eye Vew 
(324551/). Mbfes.- Ytefefi Agenda 024557/1. 1.10 
Wfe/I tai Vtee Here (32068627) 1.40 Mtet The Md- 
(fe/^s (76/986271 Mote Fte* tetonranx (76/98627) 
210 West Wtet Match Pk s 0/257951. WWe* Soccer 
Sunday 131257951 3.10 Mit The Pterion Horseman 
(53/577/4). 5.15 Bagdad Cate (672733). 1130 Him: 
The Rck-Up Arts (328207). 125am Hold Babylon 
(14761151 205am Late and Loud (60364671. XDSm 
Coach (5724979.' 3.40am Shift (565273® 430- 
530am PBae Echo rf Dana (26825). 

■lEBOilM 

As London except: 1230pm Sevai Days (969688?). 1.10 
May (he TfehnxjeSe Wth You (320686071. lAOCMxm 
(6433I004J. 200 Wish You Vtee Her&_? (6375) 230 The 
Meridian Match - Live (653Q282Q). 5.1S Dag. rntti Dun- 
tar (6727331 1130 tare The ftcfc-Up *os <6262071 
1.25m Hotel Babylon (U7611SI 205am Late and LM 
(6036467). 335am Coach (480900261 330am Stvft 
(72080) 430-530 fait Echo erf Dana (268251 

(fEsrconmn 

As Lenta oceph 1230pm Wtettouitry Unite <65003751. 
1.10 Htfmay to Harem (81932691 200 The Made Agas 
(£375). 230 Vteaatiraiy Wfeeted Match (5781 3JX) Fiit 
Henry VW and ffc Sv Wves (48239882/. 5.15 Getaways 
16727331 1L50 Flat TheFtWJp Arts (828207) L25am 
Hod Babytai 04761 J5. 1 . 2/Kam LaE ard Loud (60364671 
205 Coach (5724S 791 140 SWt i3652738) 43(W30am 
Fftit Echo ol Dana C68251 

S4C 

As C4 enpb 9.15 The Secret Vtaid ol Alex Maa. 
(65/153) 9.45 Mmceotch (8E.M24I 10.15 Hcdycals 
<8757331 10 AS flew GaMsmasfir<874604l. 11.15 The 
Auh^b (83/5591 1.15RtMndaRam«lJ245IJl 1.45 
Rap 176/059/ 7) 210 Tocyn Tyimr (3/23137J 3.10 Guv 
Nutts Bee Botna (9498356) 330 tan: No Mimes 
(59972/9/1 530 WM Bream (5269J. 530 Mai yCwtn 
(373563371 725 Derfmu Caro Dechrau (5302401 735 
Newydtot (3/ 7640. 200 T«mo (7445271 250 i Parr 
1744/531 930 SaSh ArK SJ i304/53). 10.05 San S®i- 
tan (653462) 1025 SMenU 06600. 1053&(Xtan 
cai total (3756081 


Radio 


Radiol 

aimjsww 

7.00are Kevfn Greening 10.00 Dave 
Pearce 2.00 Soul on Sunday 4.00 
UK Top 40 7JOQ Sgrts of the Times 

8.00 Radio 1 Rock Show 10.00 
Ancfy Kershaw 12.00 Mark Tonderai 
4. 00-6 30am Clive Warren 

Radio 2 

{SS-SOZKHBrrH) 

7.00am Dan Macfeart 9.05 Michael 
AspeJ 1030 Hayes on Sunday 

12.00 Desmond Carrington 2.00 
Benny Green 3.00 David Jacobs 

4.00 Chris Stuart’s Piano Parlour 
4.30 Sir® Something Simple 5.00 
Sunday Soapbox 7.00 Bryan Forbes 
830 Sunday Half Hour 9.00 Alan 
Keith 10.00 One Hundred Years of 
British Comedy 12.05 Sieve Mad- 
den 3-00-6.00am AJex Lester 


14MHz W 

im Open University. 

Sacred and Profane. 

Choice of Three. 

Brian Kay's Sunday Morning. 
teu Fugal Overture. Kraislen 
neiudium and Allegro. Handel: 
oe Concerto No 3 in G minor 
iW 2S7). Raff: Reminiscence 
3 on "Die Meistersrnger". 
ire: Dolly Suite. Anon: Credo; 
ictus. Artist of the Weak, Satv 
tfegh. Mozarti Five Con- 
lanses (K609). Holst: Quintet 
V minor. Musorgshy: A Night 
a Bare Mountain. HeUendaah 
nd Concerto No 1. Composer 
he Wfeek. Ginastera: Overture 
he Creole Faust. Gounod: 
st (excerpts). Tchaikovsky: 
aping Beauty (excerpt), feel: 
Summertime on Bred on. 

Music Matters. Ivan Hewett 
mines the life of Charles Ives. 
>lews; From the Proms 1995. 
; SQASunter Wand. Bruckner. 
lphony No 8 in C minor, 
ipirit of the Age. George Pratt 
s to Ragars Covey-Crump 
ut the distinction between 
i tenors and countertenors, 
leiebrity Recital. Beethoven: 
ig Quartet in S flat Op 18 
6. Berg: Lyric Suite. Schu- 
in: Siring Quartet in A minor 
lister Qrchestra/Nichotas 
thwaite. Stanford: Symphony 
5 in D. 

he Sunday Feature: Conlon 


Choice 


A perky feature explores the life, 
opinions and music of Conlon 
Nancamw (left) (5.45pm R3), 
possibly one of America’s greatest 
composers, and certainly one of the 
most interesting, fn Search of the 
National Interest (6.30pm R4) has 
German defence minister \foiter 
Ruhe explaining his country’s 
foreign paiicy to Sir Charles ffowefi. 


I'JW. 

jn Keentyside. The 
* gives a recital of songs 
i&ert and wWf. 

Sunday Piat. The Double 
William Congreve'S 


Restoration comedy. 

9.10 Choir Works. Emilio de 
Cava (erf' s Rappresereazions de 
anlma e di corpa Cast includes 
Catherine Bott soprano (Anima), 
Paul Agpew, tenOT (Oorpo), Julia 
Gooding, soprano (Angelo). 

1Z. 2 5-2 230am Record Review. 

Radio 4 

62.4-94.6UKz FH 19ShHz LH) 

6.00am News Briefing. 

6.10 Something Understood. 

635 Weathec 

7.00 News. 

7.10 Sunday Papas. 

7.15 On Your Farm. 

7.40 Sunday. 

830 The Week's Good Cause. 

8J55 Weather. 

9.00 News. 

9.10 Sunday Rapars. 

9.15 tetter from America. 

9 JO Morning Service. 

10.15 TheArchere. 

11.15 Mediumwave. 

11.45 Foreign Correspondence. 

12.15 Desert fsland Discs. 

12.55 Weather. 

1.00 The Wodd This Weekend. 

1 JS Shipping Forecast. 

2.00 Gardeners' Question rime. 
230 The Classic Serial: 7he flarefi- 

ester Chronicles- (3/3). 

3 JO Pk* of the Week, 

4.15 Asia Gold. 

5.00 Ne«s; Cnmescapes. 1216). 

5 JO Poetry Please! 

5.50 Shipping Fbrecast 
535 Weather. 

6.00 Six O'clock News. 

6.15 Letters from Ireland. (6/6). 

6 JO In Search of the National 

interest. (2/5). _ , 

7.00 Children's BBC Ratfio 4: Tales 
’ from the Perilous Realm. (3/6). 

7 JO A Good Read. 

8.00 (FM) The Natural History Pro- 
gramme. . „ 

8.00 (LW) Suenos - World Spanish. 

8 JO (FM) That's Histoiy 

8.45 (UN) Francophcnle. C3to). 

9.00 (FM) First Person Plural 

9.15 (LW) Short Stones in Spanish. 
Muy Lefts de Madrid i* Jesus 
Fernandez Santos. 

9 JO (LW) Flashpotns. ^ 

9.30 (LW) writer's Weekly. (3/5). 


Satellite 


9.59 Weatha-. 

10-00 News. 

10.15 Medicine Now. 

10.45 The Final Frontier. 11/6). 

11.15 In Committee. 

11.45 Seeds Ol Faith. (2/3). 

12.00 News. 

1230 The Late Story: At the Pit’s 
Mouth by Rudyard Kipling, 

12.48 Shipping Fbrecast. 

1.00 As Vifertd Service. 

Radio 5 

I6P3. asufc Uffl 

6.05am Straight Up 630 Brian 
Hayes at Breakfast 9.05 Sunday 
with Mair 1135 Special Assignment 

12.00 Midday Edition 12.15 The 
Big Byte 1.05 Baker and Kelly Up 
Front 230 Gary Lineker's Sunday 
Sport 6.05 Jim and the Doc 7.00 
News Extra 735 The Add Tea 8.05 
Taking Drp§p Seriously 835 Asian 
Perspective 9.00 Dallyn Worldwide 
10.05 Out This Week 10 35 Crime 
Desk 11.00 Night Extra 12.05 The 
Scott Enquiry 2.00 Up All Night 
5.00-6. OOam Morning Reports 

Classic FM 

(10 J-i3!3Hfc 35 

6.00am Sarah Lucas 9.00 Classic 
Romance 12.00 Cetedrity Crio«e 
LOO Alan Mam 3.00 MaStodass. 
4J3G Robert Sooth 7D0 Book 
Browse 8.00 Classic FM Evening 
Concert. 10.00 Howard's Week 
122)0 Andre Leon 4-00-6-Q0am 

Mart Griffiths. 

Virgin Radio 

(1215. ffl 'SsS&L TO 
! 6.00am Janey Lee Grace 10.00 
I Raul Coyte2^)ONicJqr Home 6.00 
■ Mftdi Johnscn 10.00 Gary Davies 
| 2. 00*6. OOam Rpcin 3anks 

j World Service 

i 1.00 World News LIO Press Re- 
{ view 1.15 Red Ih'.-arf 1-30 Any- 
: thing Goes 2.00 teasday 230 
j Ccritocser of trie StaSh 3.00 VWrid 
I News 3.15 Sparts Rcundup 3 JO 
j Jazz for toe Asking 4.00 Newsdesk 
! 430 Off foe Shelf: McSorte Saloon 
{ 430 Europe Today 445 Red Dwarf 
! 5.00 Newkfay 5J0 And)' Kershaw 


SKY Off 

6.00am Hour rf Ftowa 1 (344621 

7.00 Undun 004382). 10.00 
Grioul-Usfted (28714). 10.00 
Spider Man (798431 12.00 The 
Kit Mix (49608). LOO Star Trek 
(553561 2.00 Brisco County Ju- 
nior (294431 3.00 Star Trek: Vcy- 
agpr (55795). 4.00 WWF Action 
Zone (67530). 5.00 Great Es- 
capes (8375). 530 Power 
Ranges* (4288). 630 The Simp- 
sons (6J82Q1 7.00 Beverly Hills 
90210 (8576/J. 8.00 Star Trek: 
Vbyager (885 1 1). 9.00 Highlander 
(857251 10.00 Renegade 
(35202). 11.00 SeinfekJ (75559). 
1130 Duckman <2 4998). 1230 
60 Minutes (19115). 1.00 She- 
Vitotf of London (94486). 2.00 Hit 
Mix Long Play (6742 73B). 

SKf MOVIES 

630am Martowe (1969) (167/41 

8.00 Girl Crazy (1943) (10795). 

10.00 Danny (1979) (649/7). 

12.00 French Sflc (1993) (33646). 
ZOO Snoopy Cane Heme (] 972) 
(5/57350. 320 KnM (1983) 
(593657/42 520 Dragonworid 
(1993) (44021532 6J50 Shadow- 
lands (1993) (55997/532 9.00 
Murder One (93443) lOOOThe 
Crow (1994) (365733). 1L45 The 
Movie Show (577714) 12-15 Inwfe- 
ibfe: The Chronides at Berjamki 
Kn^it(1993) (2508950). L40 
Choices of toe Heart: The Margpret 
Sangar Stay (1994) (8908020. 
3JL0 Q Mariacrii (1993) 

(1618347). 4306250am French 
Silk (1993) (633702 

HOTEOUJSEL 

630am Black Widow (1954) 
043562 8.00 Robotix: The Movie 
(1993) r/83372 1H00 Dogtanian 
and (he Three Mustowunds 
(1981) (525592 12.00 Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles Hi (1992) 
(31288). 2D0 The Whipping Boy 
(1994) (903562 4.00 Batman: 
Mask of the Phantasm 11993) 
(84974269). 5.50 The Spy Who 
loved Me (1 977) (80962820). 

8.00 The Naked Gun 33Ua:T)« 
Final Insult (2994) (358201 9J0 
in the Name of the Fattier (1993) 
f/8439646). 1145 Without 
Waring Terror in the Towers 
(1993) (924820). L25 Blindfold: 
Acts of Obsession (1993) 

(4224671 3.0Q-6.QQam Married 
to It 11923) (8333080) 

SBf MOVES GOLD 

12J0nxm An American biPsk 
( 1951) (78857068). 2J5 A 
FareweH to Ants (2957) 
(34429207). 5.10 1 Met Him In 
Paris (1937) (81297141 640 Sor- 


rvL Wrong Number (1948) 

(503251 1). 8.10 Barefoot in trie 
Fferfv (1967) (649548491 10.00 
The Day the Earth Stood SUH (1951) 
(8053972 11.40 The Paralax View 
( 1 974) (8347331 12S3,15am 
H01 Society (1956) (556863). 

in GOLD 

7.00am Give Us A Clue 
(8138627). 7 JO Going for Gold 
(6003379). 7.55 Spring aid Au- 
tumn (5579559). 820 The Rnk 
Panther (9/3/066). BJQ And 
Mother Makes Five (66909981. 

9.00 When the Beat Comes In 
(25/8530). 10.00 The Pink Pan- 
ther Show ( 5002288 X 10.10 Dr 
Who and the Sunmaheis 
(851561 72). 12.00 Doctor at the 
Top (6694714). 12 JO ft Ain't 
Half Hot Mum (7065646). 1.00 
Tne Day of the Triffids 
(333692071 SL50 The Bill Om- 
nibus (57904998). 5.10 Bergerac 
(444164431 6.15 Sore Mothers 
Do ’Ave ’Em (6505288). 720 The 
Paul Daniels Mage Show 

(485/ J 53). 8.00 Miss Marpto 
(58348820). 10.15 The Bob 
MoiUiouse Show (2363714). 
1L05 Special Branch (J 065269). 

12.10 Reilly Ace erf Spies 
(51084298). 1.15 Fifth Eye 
(367833992 22O6J)0am 
Shopping at Night (5 2443047). 

ar sports 

7.00am Soccer Extra (82/9/722 
1LOO Sports Unfimited (22220). 

12.00 Goals on Sunday (77/9/2 
1 JO Hold the Back Rage (J35//2 
230 Futool MundU (2/722 32)0 
Live Football: Qrartry v Newcastle 
(2896424). 7.00 The Big Le^je 
(928011 9 JO Cricket (/ 7559). 

10 JO football (80220). 12J0- 
230am 7he Big Leagte (21660). 

ay sports 2 

7.00am &Mte Wbrld Sport Special 

(760/578). 7 JO Live International 
Cricket (59799981. 4.00 Sports 
Unlinxted (46014242 5.00 Trans 
VtoW Sport (8126424). 6M NFL- 
Championship Game (19667332 
9 JO GoO 13310220). 12-00 
Snowboard Tour (7452399). 
1230-LOOem GiMteWorid Sport 
Special (30/0863). 

UVETV 

9.00am AM 10.00 fashion Show 
lDOpm Vfaek in Review 2.00 
Sport 6.00 Best of BuzdfT 6J0 
Ron Over Beethown 8 JO Show- 
biz 9.00 Fashion Show 9 JO Live 
Video Bax 10.00 Stand Up 11.00 
The Sex Show 12.00mkfaJg» 

stand Up 1230 The Sex Show 
1.00-9.00am Night Hdus 


Pastimes 

Chess William Hartston 



I#® s ■ 

3mzm 

[if 


Here's a problem that seems 
to have been inspired by a 
knitting machine. Com- 
posed by M Tomasevic in 
1981, the task is for White 
play 76 consecutive moves, 
giving mate on the final one, 
without checking on the 
way, nor moving into check. 

With those restrictions. 
White’s queen is useless 
until the last move, which 
has to be Qxc6 mate, with 
the white king on c5. But 
how does he get there? 


Bridge Alan Hiron 

Game all; dealer North 
North 
*AJ 3 
<?J97 
0AQJ3 
+643 

West East 

♦ Q 1065 2 4K874 

CQ54 010863 

098 054 

*1087 *A J 5 

Sooth 

♦ 9 

VAK2 
OK 10 7 6 2 

♦ KQ92 

The 1995 Lederer Memorial 
Trophy was a close-run affair 
with lie President's team of 
veterans (Tcltscher, Priday. 


For Oxc6 to be mate, the 
knight on a5 must be elimi- 
nated, but before that, the 
rook on c5 will have to go, 
and before that the bishop 
on a3. After that piece of 
logic, the rest knits together 
easily: starting with l.Ke5, 
the king worms its way 
round f7, g7, h6, g5, b4, h3, 
h2, gl, fl, el, dl, c2, bl, a2 
and takes on a3 at move 17. 
It then reiurns by the same 
path hitting e5 at move 33, 
then 34.Kd4 and 35JCc5. 

Reversing again, the king 
captures on a5 at move 55, 
finally clearing the way to 
head back once more and 
cast off with 75.Kc5 and 
76.Qxc6 mate. 

A splendidly sOfy achiev e- 
ment, with the successive 
elimination of black pieces 
never allowing the white 
king any variation in his 
walking routine. 


Perplexity 


Political arithmetic: 

If J times MAJOR equals 
TORIES, and each distinct 
letter represents a different 
digit, and no word may begin 
with a zero, what is the value 
of SMART1ES? 

A Larmisse Desk Refer- 
ence Encyclopedia will be 
awarded to the first correct 
entry opened on 25 January. 
Entries to: Saturday Pas- 
times, the Independent , 1 
Canada Square, Canary 
Wharf, London E14 5DL. 

Christmas Perptadt) answers: 
Hilary Climon lonJy I can ihriD I. Eric 
Cantona (accent on air>. Tony Blah - 
(brainy loi), Michael Aibenon (him 
no threat lace), Virginia BollomJcy 
(mob triviality gonci, Frank Bruno 
tnin far bonk). OJ Simpson (joins 
mops). Boris Yell sin (soberly at in). 
Ralko Mladic (marital dock I Mon- 
ica Seles (closes a mine l, CamOLi 
Rukcr Bowles mini power's black- 
mail), Rosemary West (worse mas- 
tery), Nick Lecson (sec no dmk>. 
\ladimir Zhirinm-sky (vivid nor risk 
lazv him) Winner Philip Marlow. 


Coyle, Edwin and SDveistone) 
overtaking their rivals in the 
last round. The combined age 
of the winners was over four 
times that of the British Junior 
World Champions, who fin- 
ished far behind. The prize for 
the best defence, oddly 
enough, went to an unsuc- 
cessful effort. 

The Irish North-South 
wound /heir way lo a wobbly 
6 0 but, if you look at all four 
hands, it was a contract that 
could hardly go wrong. The 
clubs divide 3-3 and the ace is 
well placed lo provide a heart 
discard from dummy. Well, 
how did Assael (West) and 
Nafiz Zorlu of Turkey intro- 
duce a diversion? 


To start with, Wesl Jed a low 
heart and dummy's jack won. 
Now declarer nolonger need- 
ed three tricks from the dubs. 
He drew trumps In two rounds 
and led a club from the table 
on which Nafiz followed with 
the jack! The king won, and af- 
ter crossing to dummy with the 
♦ A. the next club lead found 
East following with the five! 

Suddenly declarer had a 
losing option: should he 
finesse the nine or go up with 
the queen? Time stood still 
while he brooded bul eventu- 
ally he got it right. 

It was a brilliant but un- 
successful try by East, well 
worth) of the award that it 
sained. 
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Television preview 

RECOMMENDED VIEWING THIS WEKEND 
by Gerard Gilbert 



Divine Magic Sat 8pm C4 
The Bare Necessities Sat 9pm nV 
Peter York's Eighties Sat 9.30pm BBC2 
the Gulf War Sun 9.05pm BBC1 • 
Timewatch Sun 10pm BBC2 


aybe we are, after all - as Peter York claimed . at the same time), and, in common with most post- 


The big picture 

TTie Stepford Wives 
Sat 10.35pm C4 


Screenwriter William Goldman was on a 
roll in the mid-1970s. All the Presi- 
dents Men an d Marathon Man were 
preceded by The Stepford Wives, his 
clever adaptation of ira Levin's novel. 
The screenplay is a modern-day parable 
about suburban conformity. In Bryan 
Forbes’s film, Katherine Ross plays an 
independent-minded wife who moves to 
the sleepy New England village of 
Stepford, where she is deeply disturbed 
by the submissiveness of the women- 
folk. There's something fishy going on 
at the local Men's Association... 


I VI I 381 weft k “ denial of our Eighties selves, lb 
III judge by the almost pathologically hostile reac- 
tion to Jus perfectly enjoyable and valid Pfe ter York's 
Eighties (Sat BBC2) you’d think that the “style guru" 
was personally responsible for that giddy d ec ade'. 

Indeed, critics seem to have had a collective fit 
of political correctness - seeming not to sense that 
York is sending up both himself and the decade. 
Didn’t they read the label? This is Peter York's 
Eighties - not Will Hutton’s Eighties, or, heaven 
forbid, Derek Hatton’s Eighties. So, on with the show. 
T love yuppies - they’re such energetic little 
creatures,” says the mischievous style guru, as this 
week he considers the property boom. 

Of course, there was another side to the 1980s - 
and the legacy of that other side is the jumping off 
point for Tie Bare Necessities (Sat ITV), a pilot 
episode for a comedy-drama about five newly unem- 
ployed Yorkshire miners who form a troupe of male 
strippers. You can sense writer Ken Blakeson strain- 
ing for Auf Wiedersehen Pet (on C4, coincidentally. 


Thatcherite reports from our de-industrialised heart- 
lands, the undertones are dark, but jaunty and 
defiant They can't hide a bleak desperation, though, 
the national tragedy that was the flipside of the 1980s. 


Arthur ScargflL’s Eighties, you might say. 

If some of us still fed guilty about oar Eighties 
selves, then there are no such reservations about The 
Gulf War (Sun BBC1). After all, next to no-one died, 
did they, in the virtual reality of that conflict? Welt, 
yes, of course they did - but they were mainly con- 
scripted Iraqi soldiers. You really feel for them, caught 
between the world’s best equipped superpower and 
the world’s most lethalfy self-protective leader. No 
wonder 200,000 Iraqi soldiers deserted. 

In tomorrow’s episode, the land war to liberate 
Kuwait begins, and, instead of finding themselves in 
another Vietnam - or even Saddam’s Mother of All 
Battles - the American military found themselves at 
a turkey shoot. The Iraqis became “lucrative targets”. 
An interesting footnote: if Saddam had authorised 
the use of chemical weapons, the allies would have 


breached the dams on the Euphrates and literally 

lion people worldwide. Its bad public 
long before Hollywood was even mongeje 
stemming from the fact that voodoo became me 
symbol’ of resistance during the lStb-centuiyd® 
revolts in tbar heU-hoIe that was colonial Haia 
Timewatch (Sun BBC2) tells us how ancient 
Egyptian gods used to masturbate, foliate themselves 
and, each night, sleep with their mothers. If you idon*t 
beUeve me, look at the pictures on the walls ot me 
mine d city of Kamak. High priestesses were caneo 
“God’s Hand”, for obvious reasons, and it was their 
duty to get the deities in-the right mood to raise the 
sun of a morning and make sure the Nue had it. 
annual flood It’s fun watching a bunch of dry acad- 
emics explaining all this. 




BBC1 


BBC 2 


ITV/London 


Channel 4 


7,25 News; Weather 14827936). 

7.30 Children's BBC: SuperTed. 7.35 The Artbox 
Bunch. 7.50 Iznogoud. 8.05 Willy Fog 2. 

8.30 The New Adventures of Superman (R) fS) 

(8280 139). * 

9.15 Live said Kicking. Cher is this week's main 
attraction. Trev and Simon rather less so (S) 
(68874690). 

12.1 2 Weather (6447077). 

12.15 Grandstand. 12.20 Football Focus. 12.55 Racing 
from Ascot-. 1.00 the Victor Chandler Novioes 
Hurdle. 1.10 News. 1.15 Rugby League: preview 
of today's Regal Trophy Final. 1 2.6 Racing from 
AscoL 1.35 the Steel Plate and Sections Handicap 
Chase. 1.45 Skiing; World Cup men's downhill 
action from Kitzbuhel, Austria. 2.00 Racing from 
Ascot: 2.10 the Victor Chandler Handicap Steeple 
Chase. 2.25 Speed Skating: British Short Track 
Championship from Guildford. 2.45 Rugby 
League: Wigan vs St Helens, Live coverage of the 
Regal Trophy Final from the Alfred McAlpine 
stadium in Huddersfield. See The Big Match, 
above. 3.45 Football Half-Times. 3.55 Rugby 
League. 4.40 Final Score (54277868). 

5.20 News; Weather (3550232). 4 

5.30 Local News, Weather (637348). 

5.35 Dad's Army. An unexploded bomb is discovered in 
the vault of Captain Mainwaringfs bank (R) 
(638416). * 

6.05 Jim Davidson's Generation Game. Bill Pertwee 
agrees to be a gust (S) (990665). * 

7.00 Nod’s House Party. Patsy Palmer is set up for a 
Gotcha (S) (553058). 

730 The National Lottery Live. Bonnie Tyler is Anthea's 
little helper (S)(l 64042). 

8.05 Casualty. An Asian girl is attacked with a broken 
bottle, as Ash dears the decks for a romantic 
storyline (S) (159597). * 

8.55 News and Sport; Weather (Followed by National 
Lottery Update) 020955). 

9.15 BUS A Passion for Murder (Neill Feamley 1992 
US). Entirely missabfe thriller whereby Joanna 
Ffecula (Gorty Park) goes on the run when her 
politician lover is murdered, and is chased towards 
the Canadian border by both police and the mob. 
Michael Mouri is the taxi driver hired to take her 
there. Ybu have no such obligation (S) (425868). * 

10.45 Match of the Day. Tottenham Hotspur vs 

Manchester City and Leeds United vs West Ham 
United (S) 0552787). 

11.50 OBI Spaceballs (Mel Brooks 1987 US). Tardy 
spoof of Star Wars in the Brooksian manner: 
beautiful Princess Vespa must be rescued from the 
evil clutches of ardwillain, Lord Dark Helmet - 
that sort of thing. John Candy, Rick Moranis and 
Bill Pullman obviously didn't have anything better 
to do that week (S) (881936). 

1.20 Weather (7288761). To 1.25am. 

REGIONS. Wales: 4.55pm Wales on Saturday. 5.30 

Wales on Saturday. Nl: 5.30 Inside Ulster News. 


8.05 Open University: Preparatory Maths: Algebra 
(4563684). 8.20 Environment: The Heat Is On 
(8J66665J. 8.45 The Magic Flute 071 5771). 

9.10 Women in Science and Technology 
(4407961). 9.35 Me: A Student? (5054665). 

10.00 Nadan Nadia. Pakistani comedy starring Babra 
Shariff (6371 1 400). 

1130 Fibn 96 with Baity Norman. Seven, Showgirls and 
Devil in a Blue Dress re-Bazza'd (R) (5714110). * 

12.20 BBS The Philadelphia Story (George Cukor 1940 
US). "A paste diamond with more flash and sparkle 
than a true one", according to Pauline Kaei, but it's 
everyone's favourite paste diamond. Katherine 
Hepburn sends up her then- icy public persona by 
playing the impossibly demanding Tracy Lord, 
brought down to earth and the level of humanity by 
her former husband Cary Grant and lovesick 
journalist James Stewart (31 5752). * 

2.10 BH1 The Man Who Shot Liberty Tfebnce (John 
Ford 1962 US). Over-long, overrated Ford western 
in which James Stewart's Eastern attorney gets an 
unearned reputation for heroism when he shoots 
sadistic cattle-baron henchman Lee Marvin while 
passing through the Old West. John Wayne and 
Vera Miles co-star, although Edmond O'Brien steals 
the picture as a boozy newspaper editor (861 961). 

4.10 Best of Esther. Ybu should see the worst (R) (S) 
(5530435). 

4.40 The Oprah Winfrey Show. Grandparents claim 
their own children don’t make suitable parents (R) 
(S) (7709042).* 

5.20TOTP2 (S) (7104416). 

6.05 One Man and His Dog. And that's just the viewing 
figures. But seriously. We're in Cumbria for the 
finals. Last in series (SJ (354329). * 

6.50 News and Sport; Weather (955416). * 

7.05 The Zambezi with Sandi Totovg. Recycled 
travelogue with the hearty comedienne (R) (S) 
(280690). * 

8.05 The Trial. The ground-breaking series in which 
cameras were allowed into a Scottish court for the 
first time. The team revisit the lawyers, the victims 
and the defendants to see how they’ve fared since 
the original programmes were broadcast (R) 
(712435). * 

9.00 Knowing Me, Knowing Ybu... with Alan Partricfee 

(R) (5329). * 

9.30 Peter York's Eighties. Property. See Preview, above 
(33690). * 

10.00 BSD High Spirits (Neil Jordan 1988 US). 

Beetlejuice meets Ealing-style whimsy in Jordan's 
tale of a haunted Irish castle owned by eccentric 
squire Peter O'Toole, and the American tourists 
who agree to stay there. Daryl Hannah makes a 
beautiful ghost (615313). * 

1135 ™ Olivier OGvier (Agnieszka Holland 1991 Fr). 
A young boy goes missing in mysterious 
circumstances and, equally mysteriously, 
reappears six years later. Is he the same lad, or an 
imposter? (844503). To 1.30am. 


6.00 GMTV. 6.00 News; Weather. 6.10 R&Win.d. 6.40 
Eat Your Words. 7.10 Barney and Friends. 7.45 
Saturday Disney. 8,55 Mighty Morphiri Power 
Rangers (2864400). 

9~25 Tetegantt c megavision (4388042). 

10.25 Ws Not Just Saturday. Dannii Minogue is the 
hostess (S) (4015936). 

11.30 The Chart Show (R) (S) (63961). 

1230 Flantastic (S) (44752). 

1.00 News, Weather (73469435). * 

1.05 Local News, Weather (73468706). * 

1.10 Movies, Games and Videos. Games include Vrrtua 
Fighter 2 (32091955). 

1.40 ESSO The Thomas Crown Affair (Norman Jewison 
1968 US). Modish, shallow but good-natured heist 
movie, best remembered for the theme sorg and 
the split-screen credit sequence. Steve McQueen is 
likeable as the bored playboy who organises a bank 
robbery, then seduces the insurance agent (a 
bizarrdy-dressed Faye Dunaway), sent to 
investigate the crime (9 301 1 139). 

3.45 Ajrwotf (R) (300145). 

4.45 News. Sport, Weather (3404481). * 

5.05 Local News, Sport (3126145). * 

5.20 New Baywafoh. The swimwear models go to the 
rescue of some drunk kids involved in a boating 
accident (9619874). * 

6.15 Gladiators: The Ashes. Don't you wish (5) 
(835416). * 

7.15 Blind Date. What happened to Kerrie and Tony in 
the Bahamas? (Including Lottery Result) (S) 
(751400). * 

8.15 Rase the Roc#. This rather unsatisfactory game 
show finishes by dangling a £100,000 house on 
the Costa def Sol in front of the contestants. Wont 
be missed, despite the presence of nice, blameless 
Bob Holness (5) (1 51 706). * 

8.45 News; National Lottery Update; Weather 
(794477). * 

9.00 The Bare Necessities. Newfy unemployed 
Yorkshire miners become strippers in this raucously 
enjoyable pilot episode for a new drama. See 
Preview, above (7226). 

10.00 Jack Dee's Saturday Night Julian Ctary, Bjork and 
the Pretenders are the glum one's guests fS) 
(207400). * 

10.45 Big Fight Live. Henry Wharton defends his 
European super-middleweight title against 
Vincenzo Nardieito of Italy (872049). 

11.30 Funny Business (11077). 

12.00 Pyjama Party. Katie Puckrik and gal chums (S) 
(2221375). 

1.25 BQa Mischief (Mel Damski 1985 US). Emetic 
teen comedy set - for no good reason - in the 
1950s. Imagine a nostalgic version of Porkies . 
Then go to bed (943676). 

3.05 God’s Gift (R) (9670462). 

4.05 Shfft (Followed by Night Shift) ft?) (2535269). 

5.05 Coach ft?) (S) (2479266). 

5-30 News (67895). To 600am. 


Radio 


Satellite 



The big match 


Wigan re St Helens 
SatZ.45pm.BBCi;; 


Wigan have triumph** ifi six of tte lasf 
in Resai Tfophy Rnals. TheytouslOTOj. , 

St Helens a* *** 

McAlpine Stadium m Hudden^tts . ■_ , 
Son, the last FM before^ 

onset of the summer Super ’ 

Wigan have ' 

Marines; the spe^)^C«0h_ : - - 

(above) likes nothing^^fran&J« -v 

up to his nicknames ^ ; 

“Great Balls’; while Gary Coraway has 
been in sparkling form running Trt Jjte 
from everywhere. _.**>*■ . 


ITV/Regions 


6.05 Sesame Street ft?) (236159 7). 

7.05 Ulysses 31 (R) (3439597). 

730 Super Mario Brothers ft?) (40077). 

8.00 Trans World Sport (47210). 

9.00 The Morning Line. Horse-racing news (S) 

(36495). 

10.00 Blitz! American football news (39961). 

11.00 Gazette Football tafia. Italian football news 
(53597J. 

12.00 The Late Late Show (5) (14023). 

1230 BSB Jitterbugs {Malcolm St Clair 1943 US). 
Laurel and Hardy were on the downward curve 
when they revamped their 1933 movie Arizona to 
Broadway to conclude their 100th fifm together 
They play a two-man jitterbug band trying to help 
sir^ Vfvian Biane and her mother recover 

S10.000 from confidence tricksters (5271042). 

1.50 Channel 4 Racing from Warwick and 

Leopardsbwn. Warwick: 2.00 Edward Courage 
Cup Handicap Chase; Leopardstown; 2.20 the 
Ladbroke Hurdle. Warwick: 2.35 Westminster 
Motor Insurance Insurance Novices' Chase, - 
Leopardstown: 2.50 the McCain's Handicap. 
Warwick; 3.05 Tote National Handicap Chase; 

3.40 Warwick Gold Card Handicap Hurdle (S) 
(95981232). 

4.00 La«rf Train to Medicine Hat Oft-shown, butsafdy 
enjoyable travelogue in which Murray Sayfe rides 
the trans-Canada railroad ft?) (8322329). * 

5.05 Brookside Omnibus (S) (205311 0). * 

630 Right to Reply The Chinese authorities deny the 
accusations contained in Return to the Dying 
Roams, while there's grief about the change of title 
music on Countdov/n and the open platform for 
celebs offered by The Andrew Neil Show (S) (77 1). 

7.00 A week in Politics. Frank Field on the stakeholders' 
democracy proposed by Tony Blair in his recent trip 
to the Far East (9684). 

8.00 Divine Magic. A histwy of myths and legends, 
mysteries and superstitions, miracles and 
mysticisms begins with voodoo, a befid system 
shared by some 4Q million people worldwide. See 
Preview, above (S) (1232). * 

9.00 Auf Wiedersehen Pet Continuing the rerun second 
sens - and the brickies help Barry with his kitchen 
extension. But where is Hazel, Barry's bride-to-be? 
(1192226).* 

10.05 Rather Ted. Cult sitcom about some houseshare 
Irish priests ft?) (233752). * 

1035 HEI The Stepford Wives (Bryan Forbes 1975 
US). Suspensefui treatment of Ira Levin's bestseller 
about suburban housewives taking a turn far the 
robotic. See The Big Picture, above (60247690). * 

12.40 Late Licence: Devil Man. Manga nonsense from 
Tokyo (5) (4688085). 

1.45 Twilight Zone (S) (50578). 

2.15 Big Girl's Blouse (42559). 

2.45 FYE (9657511). 

3.20 Beat Spectate. The Red Hot Chili Fteppers ft?) 
(9674288). To 4.20am. 


an GLU 

As Lontaiarapt 1230pm Mortes,GamesanaWte* 
(44752). lJ05AngiaNewsf73468to6L l-MT!*Bt 
(321 74232). 135 A Wbrid dY1u&T(76122684) 
2JQ5 Airwotf (3241 7871 3JWftaTt*tam at {Sorer 
(30994416) 525 Anefe News, Spat and. WaBte- 
(3126145). Amencan<3acfetDis£29?262^ 

225am Fans A fine Mess (94458431 3.55*n ffct 
The ax* Rtisr (522352/7 5JXW30»Wnteia«L 
orABw.(71372). 


TfflETHSflWWHKE . - " v ‘ 

As Lonfrnmcpb 1230pm Mc wES,Gan e5JmdWtecs 
(447521 105 feganal PfeKSf73«a43 aijtoaa ag- . 
st DSVfl 7S23941 205 Fte The Btibtif58B77B 150 
AhMtf /20S9085L 505 RegadNut^347795&5^ 
fireRATnc (4508787). tote ScnrfnB#5QBflSfl - 
L25an Goach (344SI 52 L55n1hWv(flcVUdl 
C29Q44621 Z50am Ba D»d*ite Vta«53£i52 . 
436530am Cue the Mudc(26067l4 .* 


cam . ~ •• : ,'v ij 

As London erapfc 1230pm Heartfanci f4475?Ltl6 
Central News (73468706) 1AD Cartoon . Time. 
(64437232) 2.00 Airodl (324243®. 
e (5882597) 330 Thunder jnJWadbe (2D69086) 
5J05 Central News (34779551 5.10 Central Match 
f 4508787 1 4.05an Jobfafcr (42832401 520- 
530am Asan Eye (3869240) '■ 


Asluitoiflceptl230CaHbro0ffBEtfk6S2l.ljQ5 

ft0crdr^f734687DaiJDH2w^lOTTmfeB*)ri 

1995 ( 1782394) 2XS Mom, Gams and Wdoe 
(49555502 235 QrtxxrTims (75185971 245TIW 
cijr Rxafce f3(W96D. 505 F4gj3*rrters(3(251‘J53. 
130am Amakan flattens 129726271 225am ESnt 
AFkie Men (51318201 345amVlbstfla:AnneMes 
(4578201 335am W fifes flbt The Sack fSfe 
(5323627) 5iK)53QamVtrited Dead aPbe(7U72) 


MEHMAM . ; v 

Ac London 1230pm Monies, Games and We® 

(44752) 105 Meridian Nats (734687061 UOThe ? 
Maitfian Mteh (320919551 L40\teted^HeR3Br 
(76I2195S) 2J0T1* Bfe Byte (18043023) 235 Ca- 
toonna936291 2J5SAmkM (58825971 330KniBW 
Rkfer (20590851 505 Mattan News (3126145) 
130am ftnafcao. Gtedtexs- (2972627) 22Sam 
Fto A Fine Mess (94458491 335am Rht The Back 
JWer (52236271 5UJM30W Fieescaeh(7TJ72l 


wEsrcotwnrr 

As London ocepp 123CpmMtwBs,Gamesafri Vfcteos 
(447521 LlOFfcn: The (Uucbnt Agent <2990569®, 
235 Kn^ttRxJer (58825971 330 Akwoif £205908®. 
L30m American Gteflak»(29726271 225am Ak 
A Fine Mess (9445S491 335am flhc Tte Back Rid- 
er (5223627) 5J00530m YfentaHXad a A Hue 
( 71172) ■ 


ABOtoceptILOOTheftoiadfeiS(53597l5dC5to*- 
safe (2053120) 630 Hofyoate (771) 7^0 Ne^d- 
dfan (5570581 705 A 55 (7590421 8J5HelStrafior 
(159348). 8.45 Uvybn Q 5861 9) 9J5 Rm Nuns ., 
on tfe (10451145). 1L00 Fine Tho» Bairiom 
Eyes (2390421 liAOam Dewi Man (46880851 L46am 
IwSg* Zone (505781 2.15320anBfeG«s House 


Radiol 

7.00am Kevin Greening 10.00 
Dave Pearce 1230 Danny Baker 
220 Jo Whiley 5.00 John Peel 

7.00 LowEgroove Dance Party 
with Danny Rampling 9.00 Radio 
1 Rap Show 12.00 Essential Mix 

2.00 Annie Nightingale's Chill 
Out Zone 4.00-7.00am Lynn 
Parsons 


choice 


Radio 2 

6.00am Mo Dutta 8.05 Brian 
Matthew 10.00 Judl Spiers 

12.00 Hayes on Saturday 120 
Change at Ogethorpe 2.00 Mar- 
tin Kelner on Saturday 4.00 Nick 
Barradough 5.00 Tom Paxton in 
Concert 6.00 Lifestyle 7.00 The 
Story Behind... The Music Men 
720 The Music Man 10.00 
Sheridan Moriey 12.05 Charies 
Nave 4.0Q-6.0Gam Mo Dutta 



R4 starts a new season on man's 
relationship with the rest of the 
cosmos, "Journeys into Space" - 
today’s highlights include Jez Nelson 
on where space research takes us 
next, in The Final Frontier (4.30pm 
R4), and Heather Couper finding out 
about the partly functioning, wholly 
expensive Hubble Space Telescope in 
Starwatch (5.40pm R4). 


10.15 Stanza on Stage. 

10.45 Philosophy Figures: 
Wittgenstein. (3/4). 

11.00 Touch of Genius. 1174). 
1120 The Hitch-Hiker's Guide to 

the Galaxy. Douglas Adams's 
epic adventure. 

12.00 News. 

1220 The Late Story: Broken 
Nights. By Margaret McAllister. 
12.48 Shipping Forecast 

1.00 As World Service. 


RadioS 

7.00am Record Review. With 
Jonathan Swain. Martinu: Con- 
certo tor oboe and small or- 
chestra. Schumann: Piano 
Quintet in E flat Tippett: Con- 
certo for double siring orches- 
tra. Trad: Italian music from 
the time of Leonardo Da Vinci. 
Dvorak: The Water Goblin. 

9.00 Building a Library. Jerrold 
Northrop Moore compares 
available recordings of 
Schumann's Camaval. Plus 
OavW Nice on new releases of 
20th-century orchestral music, 
including Stostakwich's cello 
concertos from Truls Mork, 

10.15 Record Release. Copland: 
Symphonic Ode, Rachmaninov-. 
Etudes- tableaux, op 33; No 2 
in C; No 6 in E flat minor; No 
9 in C sharp minor (laif Ove 
Andsnes, piano). Shostakovich: 
The Limpid Stream (Act 21. 

11.15 Reissues. Leo Black on the 
a((-time great string quartets, 
including the Hollywood and 
Smetana groups. 

12.00 Private Passions. Ken 
Russell talks about his musical 
tastes to Michael Berkeley: 

1.00 News,- Layer by Layer. 
Archaeology magazine. Andrew 
Jones looks at how hi-tec tech- 
niques are being used to de- 
mystify Roman life. 

1J25 Youth Orchestras of the 
Wtirid. New Zealand National 
Youth Orchestra. Gary Brain said 
tsaiah Jackson conduct (1/85. 

3J.0 From the Festivals 1995. 
Carol Smith (soprano). 


Madeleine Mitchell (violin), An- 
drew Ball (piano). Strauss: 
Morgen. Ives: Sunrise. Vaugh- 
an Williams; Two English folk 
songs. Debussy: Violin Sonata 
in G minor. 

3.50 The BBC Orchestras. BBC 
Concert Orchestra/Christopher 
Adey, Raphael Walffisch (cd- 
lo). Duparc: Lenar*. Komgald: 
Cello Concerto (Deception). Ko- 
dafy: Variations on a Hungarian 
Folk Song (The Peacock). 

5.00 Jazz Record Requests. With 
Geoffrey Smith. 

5.45 Music Matters, hern Hewett 
examines the life of Charles 
Ives. 

620 Live from trie Met: Don Gio- 
vanni. Mozarts classic opera 
of seduction, murder and re- 
venge, one of his three collabo- 
rations with the librettist 
Lorenzo Da Ponte. Sung in Ital- 
ian. Cast Includes Thomas 
Hampswi, baritone [Don Gio- 
vanni), Jane Eaglen. soprano 
(Donna Anna), Patricia Schu- 
man, soprano (Donna Elvira). 
Ruth Ann Swenson, soprano 
(Zeriina), Stanford Olsen, tenor 
(Don Ottavio), John Cheek, 
baritone (Leporetto), Herbert 
Perry, bass (Masetto) and Paa- 
ta Burchufadze, bass (Com- 
mendatore), Chorus and 
Orchestra of the Metropolitan 
Opera, New York/James 
Larina. Act 1. (8.05-8.35 The 
Met Opera Quiz.) Act 2. 

10.00 Blue Skies. Steve Jones at- 
tempts to bridge the gap be- 
tween art and science. 

1020 Keystrokes! Nigtt. An ex- 
ploration of the 20th-century 
solo piano repertoire, including 
woris by Griffes, Bartnk and 
Britten. Introduced by Stephen 
Montague. Philip Mead (piano). 

I 0 . 45 -J. 00 am Nikki lies. Alun 
Shipton introduces a concert 
of works by Nikki lies given by 
the Creative Jazz Orchestra for 
the Contemporary Music Net- 
work at the Purcell Room, 
London. 


Radio 4 

G<L4-94JHflt; FH 198Mb LWI 
5.50am Bells on Sunday 

6.00 News Briefing. 

6.10 Farming Today. 

6.50 Prayer tor the Day. 

625 Weather. 

7.00 Today. 

828 Weather. 

9.00 News. 

9.05 Sport on 4. 

920 Breakaway. 

10.00 News: Loose Ends. With 
Ned Sherrin. 

11.00 News; The Weak In 
Westminster. 

1120 From Our Own 
Correspondent. 

12.00 Money Box. 

1225 Just a Minute. 

12.55 Weather. 

1.00 News. 

1.10 Any Questions? Jonathan 
Dimbtehy’s guests In Ceres. 

Fife are Roseanna Cunningham 
MPs the Rt Hon Michael 
Forsyth MR Secretary of State 
lor Scotland; and Mo Mowlam 
MR Shadow Northern Ireland 
Secretary. 

125 Shipping Forecast 

2.00 News; Any Answers? 

220 Saturday Playhouse: The 

Ladykitiers. 

4.00 News-, That's History: 
Journeys Into Space. 

420 The Final frontier. See 
Choree (1/6). 

5.00 Consequences: The Poll Tax. 
Tony Travers of the LSE tells 
the inside story. (2/4). 

5.40 Starwatch. See Choice (1/6). 

5.50 Shipping forecast. 

5.55 Weather. 

6.00 Six O'clock News. 

625 W&ek Ending, 

620 Ad Ub. 

720 Kaleidoscope Feature. 

720 Saturday Night Theatre: An 
Ltmfvl of Ashes. 

920 Music in Mind. 

920 Ten to Ten. 

929 Wbather. 

10.00 News. 


Radio 5 

(£93. 909kHz MW 

6.05am Dirty Tackle 620 Brian 
Hayes at Breakfast 9.05 Weekend 
with Kershaw and Whittaker 

11.05 Top Gear 1125 Crime 
Desk 12.00 Midday Edition 

12.15 Sportscall 1.05 Sport on 
Five 6.06 Six-O-Six 7.05 Basket- 
ball 925 Brief Lives 10.05 The 
Treatment 11.00 Night Extra 

12.05 After Hours 2.00 Up All 
Night 5.00-6.00am Morning 
Reports 


snroME 

7-00an Undun (597351) 10.00 Ghoul- 
Lashed (84348). 12.00 WWF Mania 
(87435). 1.00 The Hit Mix <909551 

2.00 leech (74351 220 Family Ties 
(6771) 320 One Wfest WafcM (97394). 
420 Kung Fu, the Legend Continues 
(893291 5.00 The Ybung Indiana Jones 
Cironictes (4394) 6.00 WWF Superstars 
(83619). 7.00 Robocop (17690) 820 
The Secrets of the X Res (20110). 9.00 
Cops (36923). 920 The Serial Ktere 
(82936). 1020 Saturday Nigtt. Sunday 
Morning (48058) 1020 Revelations 
(57706). 11.00 The Movie Show 
(800581 1130 Forever Knight (80936). 
1220 WKRP in Cincinnati (30646). 

1.00 Saturday Night Live ( 70424). 220- 
7.00am Hit Mn Long Play (7125207). 


This House I2I0549I81 2.15 EastEretas 
Omnibus <85i036i9). 520 What a Carry 
On! (9210495L 525 fed and Rise of 
Reginald ferin (1803503) 6.10 french 
Felds (6201868). 540 It Aart Half Hot, 
Wjm (5 674874) 7.15 The Over Bads 
(206(9541 720 Bread (9502690). 825 
The m Originals (128164811 930 Jack 
the Ripper (3382348) 1L30 Cbbs 
(25795023). L45-620am Shopping at 
(57734820). 


G02340Q) 420 Sports Saturday 
(70042X 530 R/tbci Mundfal (63131 
620 Sports Centre (32261 630 WWd 
Sport (3526). 7.00 Cricket (34400) 

9.00 Boxing (109961) 1130 Hcftj the 
Back Bags <267521 1230 Cricket 
(705591 220-520*1 Boxing (528761) 


(4634752) 520 Opposite Lxk 
(51003331 720 BastatoaO (1491771).' 
930 Rug* Linton Update (2366313)7- 
1030 Golf USA (2393313) 1130- 
1220am Skiff Sailing (83913131 


SET SPORTS 

720am &ating(2J936). 730 Lire Octet 


SWSPOTTS2 

720am Soccer AM (92137711 1120 
WWF Raw (77959611 1220 Golf USA 
(8104874) 220 Lbe Rugby Union - 
Wasps v West Harttepod (4129348k 
420 Amercar Sports Cavafcade 


UK 17 

920am AM 1020 fiashtan Show . . 

1 LOO Video Scot LOOpm VNseJcin. . 
Review 2.00 Sport 620 BestotBonin' 
820 Showtxz 9.00 Fashion Show 930 
Video Bck 1020 Stand Up 1120 The 
Sex Show l220mkMgt« The Sex Show . 
LOO&OOam Night Hours - 


Classic FM 
(lOQJHDlSWbW 

6.00am Sarah Lucas 9.00 Clas- 
sic Countdown 12.00 Classic 
Gardening Forum. From East 
Bergbott Horticultural Society in 
Suffolk. 1.00 Alan Mann 320 
The Saturday Alternative 6.00 
Classic America 7.00 The World 
Opera Season. Spontini: La 
Vesta le. Anthony Michaels Moore, 
J Patrick Raftery, Karen Huffstodt, 
Denyce Graves, Chorus and Or- 
chestra of La Sea la, Milan/Rlccar- 
do Muti. 10.00 Classic Quiz 

12.00 Andre Leon 4.00 Classic 
Countdown 5.00-6.00am 
Michael Fartstone 


90 HOMES 

6.00am Knock on Any Door (19491 
158373). 8.00 Across the Pacific (1942) 
1523941 1020 Smoky (1966) (794)61 
1220 A Pterfed Couple (1979) (48145). 
220 The Longshot (1986) 13-1313). 

4.00 Across the Great Divide (1977) 
02261 620 3 Ninjas (1992) (50706). 
720 My Father, the Hero (19941 Come- 
dy starring Gerard Depardieu and Kather- 
ine He« (40481). 920 Murder One 
(35042). 1020 Ghost #i the Machine 
(1993) (7889331 1M0 Pleasure in Rar- 
adee (1993) (9551101 125TheBreaW- 
through (1993) (2588443). 235 Worth 
Winning (1990) ( 493462 ) 425£20am 
Across the Great Divide (1977) (240288) 


By Order of the Official Receiver J. Reuser Esq, 
Bankruptcy Judgement # 0332 Insolvency Court of The Hague 
re. Estate oF the late ILFBpse 


UNRESERVED BANKRUPTCY 


LIQUIDATION AUCTION 

to clear warehouse & finalise commission 
The Flipse International Diplomatic & Consular Collections 

High value, outstanding, rare & decorative categories, all guaranteed traditional handmade 


Virgin Radio 

n215, 1197-1260ttt: HH 1D53ISC FID 
6.00am Janey Lee Grace 1020 
Richard Skinner 2.00 M3rk For- 
rest (including the Virgin Crunch ie 
Album Chart) 6.00 Mitch John- 
son 10.00 Robin Banks 2.00- 
6.00am Howard Pearce 


MOylE CHANNEL 

620am Rodun" With Judy Jteson 
(569551 8.00 Jem: The Movie (1986] 
(50936). 10.00 The Caddy (1953) 
177058). 12-00 Look Who's Talking 
Now (1993) (467S7). ZOO Where the 
Red Fem Grows (1974) (32955). 420 
Majority Rule (1992) (7868). 620 The 
Devil'S Bed (1994). ThrHter starrii® 
NfcoUette Sheridan and Joe Lando 
(25619) 820 Look Who’s Talking Now 
(1993). Comedy starring John Travolta 
and Kirstfe Me y (249361 10.00 The 
Getaway (1994j (85503). 12.00 Blink 
(1993) (722559) 1.50 Slaughter of the 
Innocents (1993) (445S201 335- 
6.00am Exposed (1983) <63703066). 


Persian, Turkish, Caucasian, Afghan ' 

& other Top International Calibre Workshop, Village & Tribal 

ORIENTAL RUGS, RUNNERS & CARPETS 


Following receipt of Receiver’s instructions to urgently liquidate all outstanding - 
merchandise frrom this commission, goods consolidated in warehouse & apportioned 
in large mixed sections to be put under the hammer piece-by-piece where held 

entirely without reserve 


IMMEDIATE PUBLIC AUCTION 

in two sessions 


Hforfd Service 

(IKUtlM 

1.00 world News 1.10 Press Re- 
view 1.15 The Traditions of the 
Prophet 1.30 From Our Own Cor- 
respondent 1.50 Write On 2.00 
Newsday 220 The Ed Stewart 
Show 3.00 Wbrfd News 3.15 
Sports Roundup 330 Fourth Es- 
tate 3.45 Science View 3.50 
Wav eg uide 4.00 Newsdesk 420 
Short Story 425 The World in 
Your Ear 5.00 Nswsday 520 In 
Praise of God 


SB MOVES 6012 

420pm The tours Pfttedefph&ns (1959) 
(981286841 620 The Last American 
Hero (1973) (870795031 820 Driver 
U978) <791 76) 1020 Gandhi (1982) 
(60839042). 1.10-320am Rosemary's 
Baby (3 968) (?S9J 17951 


UK GOLD 

7.00am Ore Us A Due (81629551 720 
Going for Goto (55924001 730 The PWc 
Panther f4i03597). 820 VfersWp 

02809361 9.00 Secret Army 
(26210581 10.00 Negfem Omrttus 
( 70743941 12.00 Treasure of toe 
Yankee ftohyr (53)23941 130 Bess 


SATURDAV 13 JANUARY AT 2 PM, VIEWING FROM 1 PM 

& 

SUNDAY 14 JANUARY AT 11 AM, VIEWING FROM 10 AM 

at 

WAREHOUSE 20, FARM LANE TRADING ESTATE, 

101 FARM IANE, FULHAM, LONDON SW6 

Iflv Eitrls Ciiitrt Exhibition Ctwnr. off Old Bmmpian Raadd/LHIie Road at Ongar Rood: 
nr ojj Nnnlt End Road Fulham Broadway rail at Walkatn Grove: follow Signs) 
Telephone: 0171-381 6105 PuymcnLs: cash, cheques, credit cards EASY PARKING 
^ f’ ,CVVIVCI ls> adnxmMC7 die Jrcu>drfk<rt the FJhjw 
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BICKENSTAFF & KNOWLES. 6 Th- Arcade. Thurfoe Sued. Ljundoo SW7 
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|| -^ I k— k the Saturday story 

^ k ■'£? ^ ^ aCtlCal,y ' nven ted the personal computer, yet this week Apple announced $68m losses. Mathew Horsman explains 


&& jVv- 


* tv >. v 
O 


v B?:j 


The Apple that lost its crunch 


U sers of the mighty Apple 
Macintosh computer are 
^committed Jot, fiercely loyal 
b the technology, rhapsodic 
bout the ease with which they 
an produce gorgeous prints 
B d crisp, clean text Their 
mac h ines, they will tell you, are 
be most logical and simple to 
se. aod they’re the aesthete’s 
hoice - an Apple Powerbook, 
fter all, was selected for inclu- 
ion in Terence Conran’s 
>esign Museum. Don’t talk to 
t pple Macolytes about rival 
BM. the technology of the 
yeary. the choice of grey 
linds. 

The trouble, at least for 
tpple’s shareholders, is that 
iere are just not enough 
facolytes. Designers, copy- 
•riters, illustrators and jour- 
alists swear by the powerful, 
ser- friendly range of Apple 
roducts. But the premium 
rice the company has until 
jcently demanded for its 
lachines. and the open par- 
ty of the Mac's icon-based, 
nint-and-click system now 
■oyided by IBM and its 
■jjies, have combined to cap 
v.wr Apple at just 9 per cent 
' the market. 

The extent of the rout 
jcame even clearer this week, 
(ten Apple admitted that 
. sses in the current quarter 
:re likely to hit S68m. Two 
nior executives promptly 
camped, convinced the 
igic had gone - at its peak 
?ple was generating nearly 
b in profits, putting this 
■ek’s announcement of its 
•ses into dismal relief. 

The enemy is the combina- 
n of IBM and Bill Gates's 
iller’’ operating system, 
crosoft's MS-Dos: Windows 
the new generation oper- 
ng system launched with a 
ssive advertising campaign 
t year, upped the ante yet 
tier, narrowing the gap 
ween Apple and IBM by 
ing even cheap IBM clones 
ability to ape Apple's 
ious technological edge, 
ana deal Mac-lovers sniffed 
>ut Windows 95, sporting 
hirts at the time of the 
neh that trumpeted: “Been 
re, done that.” At this 
-*k's Macworld trade show 
San Francisco, the 80,000 
tors made it crystal-clear 
..v had not lost faith. But 
.ura doesn’t sell computers. 
Text week, the hapless man- 
. jrer will announce a mas- 
resiructuring programme, 
ng off 3,000 of its 13,000 
.fioyees and writing off 
m worth of expensive 
rmoiy. It was already 
ed to" slash prices by up to 
>er cent on many entry- 
I models in the run-up to 
ioor Christmas selling 
od. There is now a chance 
le will drop the cheap end 
.e market altogether, con- 
ng that it can only make a 


go of the specialist, higher- 
pneed segment where its tra- 
ditional buyers, the creative 
community, reside. 

icinf 165 in tfle Jast quarter of 
1995 were up just 12 per cent 

7 k CO “P a y ed t0 25 per cent for 
“Jf FC industry as a whole. 
The company's shares lost 6 
per cent of their value in a sin- 
gle day’s trading this week, 
making up some of this lost 
ground yesterday. 

What went wrong? How can 
the Apple of lore, the company 
that virtually launched the per- 
— 




So late did the market-leading 
computer company leave its 
entry into the PC market that 
it was forced to rely on pre- 
developed technology, in the 
form of MS-Dos, the brain- 
child of Bill Gates and his col- 
league, Paul Allen. 

Their timing was a master- 
stroke: by selling IBM on MS- 
Dos, they launched, in 1981, an 
operating system that now pow- 
ers 90 per cent of all PCs on the 
market, generating huge prof- 
its and confirming Mr Gates as 
America's richest man. 





Apple’s managers, starting with 
Steve Jobs hims elf, made key 
mistakes at crucial moments 


sonal computer industry in 
1977 with the first powerful 
machine that could sit on a 
desk, have climbed so high 
and fallen so far? 

The launch of Apple 18 years 
ago, by high-school graduate 
Steve Jobs and his friend Steve 
Wozniak, was a near-instant 
success. Following up with the 
Apple n, the company man- 
aged to generate a brand new 
market driven by the so-called 
“early adopters”, who loved 
the pretty functionality and 
flexibility. It was a market - the 
home and small office - that 
industry leaders had ignored. 
Only when Apple began to 
expand dramatically, carving 
out a lucrative niche and updat- 
ing its technology in leaps, (fid 
Big Blue, as IBM is known in 
financial circles, finally wake up 
to the prospects. 

When it did so, the early 
signs did not much worry 
Apple. How could the lum- 
bering IBM - hierarchical and 
stodgy - match the “can-do", 
collegiate verve of the young 
California-based company? 
But IBM bad an ace up its 
sleeve, borne of desperation. 


IBM’s claim on the PC mar- 
ket took some years to confrrm. 
As late as 1984, Apple was still 
in the chase, able with some 
effect to run a celebrated 
advertisement featuring a Big 
Brother (IBM, of course) pon- 
tificating from a huge screen at 
the back of a crowded hall. A 
woman weaves through the 
crowd, brandishing a sledge- 
hammer, and strikes a blow at 
tbe screen. Translation: Apple 
is the power of the people; the 
IBM PC just an extension of 
the faceless, dictatorial power 
of the corporation. 

The advert launched the 
Macintosh, which introduced 
the now-ubiquitous mouse and 
the “windows” that are now so 
much a part of any computing 
environment. 

Apple was beginning to 
grow faster than its seat-of-the- 
pants management could sus- 
tain. Founders Johs and Woz- 
niak both left in 1985, replaced 
by a “real" manager: John 
Scufley, formerly of Pepsi. The 
company was in for a period of 
“professionalism” that was at 
odds with its garage origins. 

But the technology contin- 


ued to impress. Apple came 
out with its Mac II in 1987, 
and the judgement was unan- 
imous. This was the ultimate 
PC: a multi-tasking, alf- 
singing, all-dancing perfor- 
mance machine. 

As well, the company con- 
tinued to make stellar profits, 
secure in the knowledge that 
it was offering a proprietary 
technology and getting the 
profit margins that went with 
it. Four years ago, pre-tax 
profits were an impressive 
S855m, on turnover of just 
over $7bn. 

But IBM clones were mak- 
ing steady inroads, and the real 
winners were Bill Gates’s 
Microsoft and Intel, the com- 
puter chip manufacturer. By 
1991, Apple was in real trou- 
ble, and was forced into a joint 
venture that just a few years 
ago would have been incon- 
ceivable: an alliance with IBM. 

Tbe two jointly produced 
the Power Macintosh, one of 
tbe most successful new com- 
puters in PC histoiy. Unfortu- 
nately, the company could not 
keep up with demand, and the 
tensions between Big Blue and 
Apple were obvious. Sculley 
was replaced in 1993 by 
Michael SpindJer, formerly a 
finance director, and layoffs 
were announced. 

Even more disastrously, Mr 
Spindler introduced a price- 
reduction programme to help 
shift more units, adding fur- 
ther to the profit woes. 

So desperate had the posi- 
tion become by last year, that 
Mr Spindler was encouraged 
by the board to entertain 
takeover offers from competi- 
tors. Tbe obvious candidate: 
IBM. But the negotiations 
failed - not least because the 
senior executives held out for 
huge payoffs. 

By last month, the die was 
cast Sales in tbe lead up to 
Christinas were so poor that 
Apple again joined the price- 
cutting bandwagon, slashing 
the price of a basic Mac pack- 
age by 25 per cent - closer, 
now. to what a bottom-of-the- 
range IBM package might cost 
In the UK, the price differen- 
tial has come down to just a 
few hundred pounds; an entry- 
level Mac might well cost 
under £1,000, depending on 
the retailer. 

It is so easy in retrospect to 
see what went wrong. Apple’s 
succession of managers, start- 
ing with Mr Jobs himself, made 
key mistakes at crucial 
moments, ignoring the signals 
a rapidly changing market was 
sending. For too long, Apple’s 
undoubted superiority was dis- 
connected from the lessons of 
marketing: its freewheeling 
corporate environment was 
allowed to degenerate into 
anarchy, and its stubborn 
refusal to licence its technol- 
ogy. which would have created 
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a vibrant market for Mac prod- 
ucts, left the once-proud mar- 
ket leader in a ghetto. 

Is there any escape for 
Apple? The company has very 
few options, according to the 
phalanx of computer analysts 
whose comments can move 
stock prices. It can drop the Icw- 
Ievel computer business alto- 
gether, concentrating on the 

E remium mid-market where it 
as always done welL That 
would not, however, sustain the 
sales levels that Apple share- 
holders have come to expect, 
even if it provided solace to the 
core group of users who sustain 
the company’s still -excellent 
reputation. 

Another option would be to 
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spend freely on developing a 
comprehensive attack on the 
IBM clone stranglehold. But 
Apple would need to free up 
its still tight controls on licens- 
ing, in order to encourage soft- 
ware developers to bring new 
products to market. It has only 
allowed five companies the 
right to import its proprietary 
technology compared to the 
hundreds of simitar deals done 
by IBM. 

A more radical response 
would be to entertain takeover 
bids again, and there is cer- 
tainly no lack of potential buy- 
ers: IBM, itself, of course, bnt 
also NEC or Sony. 

All the options are risky, 
and will be cold comfort to tbe 




array of Mac users worldwide 
who still swear by their Macs, 
Apples and Power PCs. 

Imagine the dilemma of the 
confirmed Macolyte. Even 
with the recent drop in prices, 
an IBM clone, with Windows 
95 pre-loaded, can be had for 
maybe £500. It can do most of 
what Apple promises, and 
comes equipped with icons, 
point-and-dick. the lot. 

Windows also give users a 
link to the Microsoft Network, 
the next stage in the commu- 
nications revolution. How long 
wfll the almost mystical attach- 
ment Mac users feel toward 
their computers [persist, 
against the competition of 
IBM and Microsoft? 


Mac users put on a brave 
face, claiming that they would 
never turn away from their 
beloved machines. But a visit 
to any High Street computer 
shop confirms what any objec- 
tive observer would immedi- 
ately concede: a batch of Mac- 
compatible products sits 
forlornly on just two feet of 
shelf space; spread around the 
rest of the shop floor are a 
legion of IBM-style equipment 
and accessories, at prices 
Apple finds difficult to match. 

So what if Apple got there 
first? IBM and the clone-mak- 
ers can do it almost as well at 
a lower price. Such is tbe lesson 
of the marketplace: Apple just 
can't get through the Gates. 
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Americans are always sneering 
ir pathetic attempts to deal with 
rxlremes of weather in this 
:tiy. We have no air conditioning 
e summer and we fell apart in the 
er. So what a joy it was to see 
i this week hoist by their own 
|rd under several feet of snow, 
^ploughs buried, flights cancelled 
smug grins wiped off feces. Tbe 
positive thing that has come out of 
for our friends across the Atlantic 
at the crime figures have 
uneted to zilch. Superman is 
mdant. Batman can go home. The 
: little homicidal, psychopathic 
)s are cold. Someone get their 
s off them and pray for another 
:ard. 




women shortlists appear to 
: bitten the dust, and mainly 
i use of the thwarted political 
. . i i tions of two male Labour 
' didates, who were not prepared to 
;o their own careers for the sake of 
. party. 

, his is a good lesson for life. How 
ty altruistic men do you know who 
aside their own needs for the sake 
there? All right, there are some, but 
die whole, up until now, ft has been 
'Omen who made the sacrifices, 
vnd don’t give me that old guff 
-ut the law. We women would not 
n have got the vote if a few of our 
tier hadn’t chained themselves to 
tags or knocked the odd 
iceman’s helmet off. The only _ 
*hlem with all-women shortlists is 
t they don't extend to every 
stimency in the country. 

e always thought golf clubs must 
very tedious places, so I bet 
-Tyone at the Dewstow Golf Club 
uldn’t believe their luck when 
acipion golfer Philomena Vaughan 
■nched a Mr Price off his bar stool, 

*r he had allegedly touched her up. 
WtU keep thsm going at the 19th 
'fc for a good few years, 1 reckon. 


Exit batman, enter snowman 

Mr Price’s argument is that he 
innocently picked a cigarette end off 
Mrs Vaughan’s cardigan. 

It reminded me of an incident I 
was involved in several years ago, 
when a bloke pinched my bum in a 
pub. I should have held fire, but I’m 
afraid I didn’t and chinned him 
rather weaklv. However, he was very 
drunk and staggered, hit his head, 
fell, and went out like a light, which 

made my punch look a lot more 

impressive than it actually was. Still, 
no one ever tried it on with me again 
in that particular pub. 

princess Diana has been off visiting 
the homeless again, this time taking 

her two boys with he: They must have 

been veiy fed ufc haring just ^ come 

back from a skflng holiday with DaL 


and Harry to see the otter sufe of ffie 


She must be a tot mo re pess imistic 

than the rest of the country about the 

fiiwe of the monarchy ff she thinks 

the two princes are going to end up 
firing on the streets. 

An NHS trust recently paid £1,700 
to bring a doctors pet Rottweiler 




over to this country as an incentive 
to get the doctor in question to 
agree to work here. Apparently the 
brain drain has put paid to tbe 
chances of an anaesthetist of his 
calibre already being available in the 
country. 1 find that difficult to 
believe. However, given the way that 
Rottweilers tend to behave, it 
sounds as if the health service 
managers are creating more work for 
their staff. Employing a doctor with 
an accompanying Rottweiler is 
like phoning the Samaritans and 
finding Michael Portillo on the end 
of the line. 




The anaesthetist’s best friend 

Tack the two words “with attitude” on 
to anything and what you tend to get 
is vacuous tosh. We in the Carlton 
television area are currently being 


treated to late night “television with 
attitude” consisting of programmes 
like God’s Gift in which several 
charm-free yobbos perform various 
activities to a room fell of squealing 
women in an attempt to discover 
which one of them is God's gift to 
women. The one who wins gets to go 
on a date with a woman from tbe 
audience and there follows a sbghtty- 
mder-tban-BGnd-Date film of their 
experiences. 

From what I save, most of the 
blokes efid in feet think they were 

God’s gift, so it might be better at tbe 
end of the show for aD the women in 
tbe studio to abuse and humiliate 
them. That’s what Fd call television 
with attitude. 

H9aiy C&nton, who long ago took 
ou the mantle of a “ballcruncher" . 
because she can string a sentence 
together and has a job, looks like she 
is getting Bill into trouble because of 
her dodgy past. The pair of them are 
both on shaky ground at the moment. 
Bill for sexual harassment, Hfllaiy for 
lying (Td prefer it the other way 
round). If this unpopularity continues 
it looks possible that Senator Bob 
(pot everyone on tbe) Dole mi gh t 
even win for the Republicans in 
November. 

It makes me wonder if there is 
anyone in politics at all who does 
not have some sort of skeleton in the 
cupboard, or under a motorway 
somewhere. Why don’t they just 
write it into the constitution as a 
requirement, to save time and 
money in court? A White House 
aide is reported to have said Bill 
Clinton would quite like to punch 
the distinguished newspaper 
columnist who accused Hillary of 
being “a congenital liar”. This 
doesn’t bode too well for future 
delicate global negotiations. StiQ, if 
Bill turns out to be a bit of a perv, 
what’s a bit of Actual Bodily Harm 
tacked on going to matter? 


Exciting News for 
IBS Sufferers 


i A brand new colour video 
has just been released featuring 
Dr. "Peter Whorhall, Britain's 
leading authority on Irritable 
Bowel Syndrome (IBS). 

ft tells you all about tbe 
advances mat are helping thou- 
sands get relief from the agony 
of IBS. If you suffer from any 
of fee following symptoms you 
owe it to yourself to get a copy 
of this video: 

Bloating . . . Bowel irregular- 
ity ...Gas ...Feeling tired and 
lethargic ... Belching ... Sen- 
sation of not emptying after 
bowel movement . . . Headache 
...Coated tongue 
IBS is a common problem 
afflicting a large percentage of 
tbe population. Despite fee 
vast magnitude of this afflic- 
tion it is not widely known or 
talked about. Many people 
don’t wan! to admit they have 
bowel problems - as a result 
they keo> silent about their dis- 
tress and often go through life 
feeling very lonely. 

Once you view this highly 
informative 35 minute video in 
the privacy of your own home 
you II discover that there are 
treatments that work. These 
included natural treatments 
that have been used in Britain 
for several years that you can 
stan to use fee minute you fin- 
ish watching this fascinating 
video. You will also learn: 

• The impact of anxiety, 
stress and food. 

• The real facts on eating 
wheat milk and e*y>s. 

• The significance of fibre in 
your diet 

• whether IBS is an inherited 
condition. 

In this invaluable video Dr. 
Whorwell explains fee natural 
treatments that have brought 
relief to thousands of people 
who suffered IBS distress. 


You’ll hear from one patient 
who often had to crawl up the 
stairs to bed because tbe symp- 
toms were so severe and how 
wife Dr. Whorwell ’s treat- 
ments she now leads a normal 
life. You’ll hear about people 
wbo virtually stayed on fee 
toilet all day long, and others 
who had bowel movements 
only every several weeks. In 
this revolutionary video Dr. 
Whorwell reveals: 

• The importance of proper 
diagnoses. 

• The real truth about yoga 
and hypnosis. 

• How a simple mental exer- 
cise can affect the inner 
workings of your system. 

■ The facts on drugs feat relax 
the bowel muscles. 

• How peppermint oil is used 
for IBS discomfort 

• Why increased fibre can be 
only minimally helpful and 
sometimes makes it worse. 

■ How some foods may help 
in relieving IBS symptoms. 

• One food that made 50 per 
cent of IBS sufferers worse. 

• The truth about acupuncture, 
herbalism and homeopathy. 


How an oil in capsule form, 
available at health food 
stores, helped 50 percent of 
IBS sufferers. 

Why no one course of treat- 
ment will help everyone. 

In fee video Dr. Whorwell 


helped thousands in Britain. 

if you hove not been satisfied 
with the treatment you have 
received up to now. you are not 
alone. In fee video Dr. Whor- 
well tells you how to protect 
yourself from unnecessary or 
even dangerous treatments. 

7Tie price of this video is 
£19.95 - it’s worth every penny 
of that and more. But with this 
special offer you can have a 
copy of this video for only 
£ 14.95. The video is available 
for a limited time only and is 
being offered on a “first come 
first served basis” while sup- 
plies last. 

The video comes with a foil 
90-day money-back guarantee. 
You nave nothing to lose 
and so much to gain. Order 
your copy now - TODAY. 


© 1995 (jmd! ph'. 28 Ecvk4m Squire, Lawton SWl V 1PU. __ 

[~To: Carneli pic. Dept IBV, Alresford, Colchester, Essex "] 
I C078AP or telephone our 24 hr order line on 01206 825600. | 

1 Please rush me copies of The Irritable Bowel Syndrome Video * 

I a £14.95 each plus £2 p&p (total £16.95 per \ ideal on the understand- * 
j ing I can return it at any time for a full refund if not delighted. J 

I □ J enclose my chequeVPO for £ made payable to Carneli pic | 

| D Please charge my Visa/Access card no: texp. daiei | 
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Blair and Clarke: are they by chance related? 


^ 4 

hU 


N o politician shifts a society single-handed, 
by sheer force of personality. The trick is 
to spot the trend, sense the mood of a society, 
capture it. mould it, describe it, and then claim 
the credit for iL 

That is what Margaret Thatcher did in the 
Eighties. In an era lhaL saw the world opening 
up to global competition, her advocacy of free 
markets, privatisation and lower taxation were 
of the moment and defined that moment. As a 
result. "Thatcherism" gained hegemony in the 
country and eventually succeeded in converting 
her political opponents in the process. It spread 
throughout the Anglo-Saxon world, Europe, 
Asia and the post-Communisl states. This was 
an extraordinarily successful exercise in divin- 
ing and appropriating the Zeitgeist. 

But what next? The struggle to differentiate 
Britain's main political parties - creating blue 
or red water between them - demonstrates the 
lack of a fresh Big Idea. We are halfway through 
the Nineties, with no new map to plot our course. 
This week Tony Blair and (making a come- 


back 1 1 Margaret Thatcher set about changing all 

jhe 


that. They offered themselves as cartographers 
of the decade. The Labour leader went to Sin- 
gapore and sent back a message that a “stake- 
holder society " was the way forward for Britain. 
Meanwhile, Baroness Thatcher returned to the 
legacy of her guru. Keith Joseph, and set out her 
two key ideas for the Nineties: shrinking the state 
and creating an anti-European Little England. 

These ideas are desperately vague. It is hard 
to know what a stakeholder society means: Mr 
Blair, perhaps deliberately, has done little to 


resolve the confusion. It is just as diffi cult to 
know how Lady Thatcher would achieve her 
ends, which have until now been beyond British 
politicians. In power, she herself committed 
Britain to its present involvement with Europe 
and failed to reduce the level of national income 
spent by the state. 

Yet vagueness is not necessarily fatal to new 
ideas. When Margaret Thatcher took office in 
1979, she did not have a grand plan; she had a 
basic set of principles that chimed with popular 
opinion and were to underpin the specific poli- 
cies of the following decade. The vital question 
is: do any of these ideas, or aspects of them, 
strike a chord today? In 10 years time, will they, 
like Eighties Thatcherism, be big enough to label 
an era? 

Mr Blair 1 s stakeholder society, for all its hazi- 
ness, certainly resonates. Commentators have 
been intrigued by the word. The notion of every- 
one having a stake in society makes sense. It 
seems to describe an inclusive country, in which 
everyone has roots and a say over what happens. 
We need these notions at a time when compe- 
tition and globalisation are tearing apart the glue 
that holds society together. 

Jobs for life and the traditional welfare state 
are both under threat. They are increasingly seen 
as expensive luxuries at a time when flexible 
workforces and low taxation, financing a mini- 
mal state, are said to be the key to maintaining 
competitiveness. As a result, social cohesion - 
vital for stability and economic productivity - is 
in danger as crime rises and an underclass of the 
disadvantaged and disaffected develops. Britain. 






along with other countries, needs away of build 
ing a humane society in a global ere 

But there is plenty of suspicion that the stake 
holder idea is no more than a repackamng of 
failed Labour policies. It invokes the idea of 
empowering groups or individuate _who have 
claim to be included in decisi on-m akm 0 - out U 
Mr Blair merely intends to reinvtgorate the 
power of trade unions and other institutions that 
ran the corporate state of the Seventies, then he 
has made a^g mistake. Indeed, even if tiaras 
not intention, Mr Blair may have made a polit- 
ical error in resurrecting Labour s old ghrets- 

He has also, bv implication, associated him- 
self with a body of literature about stakebold- 
ing in companies that says businesses should be 
run not oniv in the interests of shareholders, but 
of customers, employees, consumers and sup- 
pliers This may sound wonderful in theory, but 
over-regulation could suffocate business and 
enterprise in much Lhe same way as Labours 
last failed exercise in economic micro-man- 
agement - nationalisation. 

In short, stakeholding may have nothing to do 
with the trends of the time, which are towards 
deregulation, free markets, individualism and 
increased competitiveness. Bui there is one ver- 
sion that might catch on. namely the notion that 
evervone should have their own individual stake 
in die welfare state. That could mean compul- 
sory saving for state-overseen pensions schemes, 
vouchers for education and perhaps even new 
ways of establishing rights to treatment in the 
NHS. 

If this is what Mr Blair means, then he may 


be on to a Big Idea, albeit a controversial on.- 
that could prove politically impossible to imple- 
ment. It would convert the welfare state into a 

system that was socially inclusive, but did rtu 
necessarily guarantee equality and w men P;-“ 
out more on the basis of lifetime contribution 
than need. It would represent a marriage ot 
choice with collectivism, of self-reliance wiih 
state support, while giving people a greater sense 
of owning their entitlements. And it would per- 
mit a shift away from conventional taxation, to 
claims by the state being earmarked for specific 

pU lf this is the direction in which Mr Blair i> 
moving, there are good grounds for believing 
that his ideas will have a wider resonance. 
Indeed he will find plenty of fellow travellers on 
the Tory left- Much of what Mr Blair has to say 
about social inclusion and economic pragmatism 
echoes the language used by Kenneth Clarke. 
"The pace of change has created fears and 
uncertainties among men and women in even- 
walk of life. A strong welfare state has an impor- 
tant role in reducing these fears." So said the 
Chancellor in his Mais Lecture IS months ago. 

In short, the chief British political divide may 
not be between Labour and the Tories, but 
between the Blair/Qarkc philosophy — Blarkism 
- and Margaret Thatcher (and her acolytes), who 
this week made her bid to be the architect of the 
next decade, just as she was of the last. 

Who will win? We cannot be sure. But the 
ideas that will triumph and eventually engulf all 
parties will be those that best ensure our survival ( 
in today’s global, competitive market. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


A&E wards: conditions that take a toll on doctors’ morale 


From Dr Julie n Eycars 
Sir: I strongly disagree with 
your assertion that junior doc- 
lore should be "press-ganged" 
into working in Accident and 
Emergency departments (lead- 
ing article. 1 1 January}. 

I spent six months in two 
casualty departments in south- 
easi London and I would 
rather resign my profession 
than do it again. 

Notwithstanding being twice 
assaulted by patients I was try- 
ing to help," having Lhe door of 
my treatment room kicked in by 
a man angered by the fact that 
my dying" patient had jumped 
the queue ahead of his broken 


apart of medical soldiers, ready 
to be drafted into any situation. 
Doctors arc actually human 
beings. They have loved ones, 
emotions and outside lives. 
They don't want to work in 
AifcE because the conditions 
are frequently so inhuman that 
they take an "unacceptable toll 
on their private and profes- 
sional lives. 

Yours faithfully. 

Julian Eyears 
London. SW2 


finger, and my writing table 


taken away by hospital man- 
agement on the grounds that 
the doctors were “spending too 
much time writing", I was 
allowed two weekends out of 
1 J free, and was almost always 
working anti-social hours. 

The stark reality is that not 
enough doctors wish to work m 
the NHS anymore, especially in 
A&E. A significant number of 
my contemporaries have been 
so disillusioned that they have 
left medicine altogether. 

Your leader demonstrates a 
public misconception; that doc- 
tors are some son of breed 


From Dr E. E . J. Martin 
Sir. In your leading article (II 
January) you fail to mention 
one of the major factors lead- 
ing to a shortage of accident 
and emergency junior doctors 
in England - the great shortage 
of doctors training to be gen- 
eral practitioners. 

The Royal College of Gen- 
eral Practitioners encourages 
GPs in training to do six months 
in A&E. However, the number 
of doctors training to become 
GPS has fallen by nearly 25 per 
cent over the past few years. 

Recently, more surgeiy is 
carried oui on a day-care basis, 
with a patient being discharged 
on the same day as their oper- 
ation. Large psychiatric hospi- 
tals are being closed up and 


down the country. In some 
cases, patients are cared for at 
home under the “hospital at 
home" scheme. When these 
patients are discharged the 
work that was previously done 
in the hospital is added to the 
tasks of the GP. 

At the same time, the GP is 
having to gel involved in pur- 
chasing the care for his patients. 
If one adds to this the increased 
requirements for health screen- 
ing, the flood of paper now 
required by the Government 
about all our activities, the 
great increase in litigation 
against GPs and the increased 
demand for services at week- 
ends and at nights, it is clear 
that the job of a GP has both 
changed and expanded hugely. 

Young doctors see this great 
increase" in work required of 
GPs. with no increase in income 
and a lowering of public esteem 
in the profession, and they 
decide not to enter family med- 
icine. It is this lack of family 
doctors in training which is 
perhaps the most important 
factor in the understaMng of 
our accident departments. 
Yours faithfully, 

E .£ J. Martin 
Bedford 
1 1 January 


From Mr Hugh J. Thomson 
Sir: The crisis of beds and 
staffing in the NHS in recent 
days has been precipitated by a 
dramatic increase in the num- 


ber of emergency admissions, 
I tOi 


and the reason for this is not 
clear. What is clear is that 
many of the difficulties in 
responding to this crisis result 
from the changes in the health 
service over the past few years. 

The NHS is being turned 
into a National Health Busi- 
ness. To run a business suc- 
cessfully there must be no 
slack in the system: every 
employee and every piece of 
equipment need to be working 
to the limit. This is not so 
when it comes to people’s 
health. There are epidemics 
and accidents, emergencies 
and uncertainties. There has 
to be a spare capacity to cope 
with the unpredictability of 
dealing with human beings 
and their distress. 

If the Government will not 
learn this lesson, the present 
crisis will be repeated again 
and again. 

Yours. 

Hugh J. Thomson 
Consultant Surgeon 
Birmingham 
11 Januarv 


Heaven is a place on earth 


From Mr Norman Myers 
Sir: In your leading article 
“The church’s empty hell" (1 1 
January), you refer to the erro- 
neous impression of Hell as "a 
place of endless torment". If 
Heaven is a place of ultimate 
being for and with others, 
could Hell be, as T. S. Eliot 
said, the place of onh self - 
hence of ultimate torment 
through total emptiness? 

In similar style, could it be 
lhat the next world, whether up 
or down, will not be so very dif- 
ferent from this one? If. as is 
sometimes suggested. Heaven 
is peaches and cream, there will 
be scam scope for such basic 
attributes as compassion, 
empathy and related forms of 
fellow feeling. Equally to the 
point if one cannot make one- 
self happy in the here and now, 
wha* true hope for the next 
time around? And if one 
becomes adept at making one- 
self miserable through self-pre- 
occupation here, might that 
also prove fine training for the 
next world? 

After all. if we pray “Thy 
kingdom come on Earth" and 
recall that “The kingdom of 
Heaven is within you", then 
could there be similar potential 
for the kingdom of Hell? To 


this exienL it should not realiy 
matter to us here whether 
there is another life ahead: a 
life lived to the full, and in the 
one way that some believe 
makes that feasible, is surely its 
own reward. 

Yours. 

Norman Myers 
Honorary Visiting Fellow- 
Green College 
Oxford 
12 January 


From Dr Richard Ladle 
Sin Contrary to the view's of 
the Church of England’s doc- 
trine commission ("Church 
elders pour cold water on hell- 
fire and damnation", II Janu- 
ary) many people, as yet unin- 
fected by Christianity', look 
forward to the “annihilation" 
at the end of a busy life and 
would consider eternal exis 
tence (discorporated or not) as 
purgatorial. 

The commissioners' opin- 
ions seem nothing more than 
whistling in the dark while the 
monster of modem science 
breathes heavily in the comer 
of the room. 

Yours ( unfaithfully. 

Richard J. Ladle’ 

London, NI 
1 1 Januarv 
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Hell on 
Earth 



Cattle at the cost 
of native species 


From MrJ. .-1. Tnnmer 
Sir. I was concerned by your 
report “Mad cows? Not out of 
Africa?" (10 January). The pro- 
duction of beef in' the fragile 
arid regions of southern Africa 
where rinderpest, isclse fly and 
foot-and-mouth demand the 
segregation of cattle from 
wildlife (which have natural 
immunity to some diseases) 
has necessitated the construc- 
tion of vast fences which pre- 
vent wildlife having access to 
iheir traditional water, grazing 
and migration routes. 

This has resulted in terrible 
suffering to indigenous grazing 
animals and has decimated 
some species. Additionally, the 
degradation of natural grass- 
land caused by livestock grazing 
is evident to anybody” firing 
over Botswana. Furthermore, 
water management in Namihia 
by open canal forms a lethal 
barrier to movement of animals. 

While British butchers may 
wish to avoid British beef 
because of their fear of BSE, 
perhaps the vegetarianism of 
butcher Ken Bell’s grandchil- 
dren is a far better solution to 
the problem than his demand- 
ing Namibian beef. 

Youts faithfully. 

J. A. Tjmmer ' 

London, SE19 


How to strip 
like a dream 


From Mr N. Metcalfe 
Sir: After failing, for over six 
months, to remove wallpaper 
from my house using a steam 
stripper and chemical wall- 
paper stripper, I had given up 
hope. 

However, after experiment- 
ing, l discover the most effec- 
tive cure is wallpaper paste! 
One coaL left for 20 minutes, 
and the wallpaper is removed 
like a dream. 

Why? 

Yours incredulously, 

N. Metcalfe 
S heffield 
11 Januarv 


Paternoster 
Square revisited 


From MrJ. C. Bassett 
Sir When the proposed 
scheme for the redevelopment 
of Paternoster Square (Section 
Two. S January) first emerged, 
I wanned to ’it. f visited the 
exhibition in the crypt of St 
Paul's and thought it seemed 
warm and humane, in contrast 
to the proposals by Sir Richard 
Rogers and others which seem 
rather tired and formulaic. 1 
was under the impression, 
probably incorrectly, that it 
would to some extent recreate 
the original street pattern, and 
maybe some of the atmosphere 
that existed before the Blitz. 

Since then, I have become 
aware of the true nature of the 
scheme. Far from being a gen- 
uine and people-orientated 
development, it is in reality a 
hulking steel-framed office 
block, a patronising transat- 
lantic sham designed to get 
around the mediocre tastes of 
Prince Charles, and a public 
which won’t be overjoyed at yet 
another office scheme. 

The question is what is to be 
done instead. It would be nice 
to establish the pre- Blitz 
atmosphere, but this is not 
easy. This sort of thing has to 
grow of its own accord, and any 
development must be of qual- 
ity due to its siting. Maybe the 
answer is something along the 
lines of the current proposal, 
but without the sham and the 
tweeness. and with a diverse 
function. 

Yours faithfully. 

Julian Bassett 
L ondon. SW2 



Car! Laubin’s painting of the proposed redevelopment of Paternoster Square 


siruction industry, I had newer 
seen anything so vast being builL 
Ai the lime, it was obviously 
described as modem architec- 
ture and the shape of the future, 
but, even as a young lad, I 
thought it should have comple- 
mented St ftul’s Cathedral. As 
St Paul's is one of our major 
tourist attractions, it would 
make the su reminding area that 
much more attractive if the new 
development said St Paul's could 
he thought of as one. 

Yours sincerely, 

B. W. Tullett 
L ondon. E13 


relevant a basis for architec- 
tural design 1.500 years after 
Rome as they were M00 years 
after. Their past use in the 
British Isles has shown them to 
be ideally suited to the urban 
environments and os adaptable 
to domestic use as to civic. 
Yours faithfully, 

Roger Houghton 
Bath 


setting for one of the country's 
gems, and give the City of Lon- 
don a much-needed park. 
Yours sincerely. 

Grace Farmer 
London, N5 


The blood of 
human kindness 


From Mr B. IK Tullett 
Sir I have a personal interest in 
the development of Paternoster 
Square as l worked as a young 
teenager on the original devel- 
opment in the Sixties, and, as it 
was my first job in the con- 


From Mr Roger Houghton 
Sir: The fault of the Paternos- 
ter Square scheme is not its 
neo-classicism but its attempt 
lo hide behind a superficial 
and poorly executed layer of 
classical style. 

The classical orders are as 


From Ms Grace H. Farmer 
Sir: I do not think that the pro- 
posed development should be 
allowed to go ahead. The pro- 
posed scheme represents a 
mish-mash of pastiche archi- 
tecture and would not enhance 
the beauty of the Cathedral. 

By fiir ihe best solution for 
the site would be lo knock 
down nil the buildings and cre- 
ate a park. A nicely landscaped 


open space would enhance the 
Cathedral. 


provide a perfect 


From Mr Robin Miller 
Sir: Has anyone thought of 
consulting two pertinent docu- 
ments? 

1. Wren’s designs for the sel- 
ting/immedlale surroundings of 
his masterpiece, which would 
surely, include open space 
around the entire structure as 
well as, 1 believe, wide, cere- 
monial stairs to the Thames, 
ideal for slate occasions. 

2. The plan, produced during 
Ihe Second World War. for the 
post-war reconstruction of cen- 
tral London. 

Yours sincerely, 

Robin Miller 
London, N 1 
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From Dr Forest Hansen 
Sir. Having regularly donated 
blood in America during much 
of our adult lives, my wife and 

I were surprised and offended 
by Louise Jury’s contrast (Sec- 
tion Two: ‘'Death by a thousand 
cuts". 11 January) of British 
donors with those in the IJS, 
“where donors participate ... 
for money". 

Only a small minority donate 
blood for money - mostly the 
unemployed in large cities. 
Even that number has probably 
diminished in recent years 
because of HIV and hepatitis 
contamination. 

The great majority are like 
British donors, giving “out of 
the goodness of their hearts 
and expecting that the blood 
will be used in their home areas 
for those in need. Regular 
blood drives are held at colleges 
and universities as well as in 
business offices, and greater 
numbers of people typically 
respond with donations in 
emergencies. 

There, as here, the giving of 
blood is one of those all too 
rare acts of pure altruism. 
Yours sincerely. 

Forest Hansen 
Alvechurch, 

Worcestershire 

II January 


Post-natal escape: 
sleep and bed 


From Ms Mary North 
Sir. Regarding the continuing 
correspondence about shack- 
ling pregnant and post-natal 
women prisoners: after the 
births of my three children, I 
was grateful to be wheeled 
back lo the ward, because 
tottering was as much as I 
could manage. 

The only escape on my mind 
was to a clean bed and a good 
sleep. 

Yours sincerely. 

Mary North ‘ 

Wirksworth, 

Derbyshire 
1 1 January 


T he week has come to a bad 
end. Hard upon the news 
that the remaining Sex Pistols 
are making a comeback after IS 
years, and just before Mrs 
Thatcher animated her audi- 
ence of posthumous Keith 
Joseph admirers, came the 
Church's disavowal of punitive 
Hell. Can it be true, I won- 
dered. that Johnny Rotten and 
Kenneth Baker are both to 
escape eternal punishment? No 
demons with pliers, no 
Boschian monsters by whom to 
be eaten and then excreted, 
none of the fates which one had 
mentally stored up for the 
offensive and the morally 
deficient? 

No threat of damnation will 
therefore prevent the coming 
together of Britain’s most noto- 
rious punk band - even if God 
has already taken care of the 
complex bassist, Sid Vicious. 
The other bands of the era are 
long gone, the young men to 
become journalists and wheel- 
wrights, the girls to take up vet- 
erinary nursing, or (as in the 
case of Fbly Styrene, of “Oh 
Bondage, Up Yours* fame) to. 
devote themselves to Krishna 
consciousness. Only John 
Lydon et al have apparently 
betrayed their art to become 
“accomplished musicians”. 
Next year they go on tour with 
all their old tuts. 

What will their act be like? 
As I am almost exactly a con- 
temporary of theirs, I am 
painfully aware of my increas- 
ing limitations. Pogo-ing is 
technically feasible, but can 
only be done in five-second 
bursts with 10-minulc rest 
periods, to allow the cartilage 
to pop back. Gobbing, too, is 
□ot what it was: age dries up 
the juices a bit, and it would 
take an awful lot of hawking to 
summon up anything worth- 
while. Take it from me, boys, 
at 40, anarchic sexuality has to 
be carefully organised - a 
case of Try And Find The 
Bollocks. 

But what is truly awful about 
the Sex Pistols' return is that it 
is a return. Unlike, say, the 
Rolling Stones or Bowie, who 
have kept at it and developed. 
Rotten & co are attempting to 
be their former selves, 
unchanged. Going on is OK. it s 
going back that is so appalling. 


Consider this nightmare. The 
whole country indulges in a 
1977 reunion, forced to resume 
the roles and lives we all Jed 
then. Except that we cannot 
become younger, or shed the 
experiences of the intervening, 
years. So the elderly Jim 
Callaghan presides over a 
tottering cabinet , iccJudincJ 
Denis Healey, Michael Foot 
and Shirley Williams. An 
embittered David Owen 


Foreign Secretary. 
Margaret leads 


the Tories, 
not in her naive, almost £,- r lish 

■,«v n : i , ...ri, 


1977 incarnation, but as she is 1 
now, with recessive gums 
thyroidal eve-bulge and an 
enormous chip on her slioulder. 
In Washington, a decrepit 


Jimmy Carter is just beginning 




‘Uptj-T 


his stint in the White House. 

As if this weren’t bad 
enough, the whole country is 
invited to hold streer parties in 
a ghastly post-Diana parody ot 
the Queen’s Silver Jubilee. 
British Leyland makes cars, a 
pontificating Geoff Boycott 
leads England out against the 
Aussies, hihby 40-plus foot- 
ballers with. Scouser mous- 
taches pantingly contest the 
Cup Final, and Virginia Wade 
creaks her way to victory over 
Chrissie Evert at Wimbledon. 

A wrinkled, balding Woody.’ 
Alien directs Diane Keaton in 
a comedy of sexual manners set i 
in New York and featuring " r . 
relationships with veiy voung l.,' 
women - so no change there. 

Larry Holmes fights George ' 
Forman for the heavyweight J\- 
championship of the world- ’ ^ ' 
Sony, that’s a bit far-fetched. ' 

I am transported back to a 
grimy room in a student bouse \j. j- 
in Ladbroke Grove, living off 
Birds Eye individual shepherd's 
pies and arguing about itrffcoi- 
let-cleaning rota. From tune to ; * 7 ‘ 
time I am visited by various girl- ^ ■ 

friends whom I used and lx..; 7 ' 
abused in those days. Except-! : 
that now they have children and . j , 
therapists, complain about the 
cleanliness of the sheets, talk - : 
about what they want out of sex 
and fair to ' fade away on 
demand. 

No, Johnny. No, Maggie. - 
There can be no going buck. To 
revisit the past, knowing whai . 
we now know, LhaL surety - 
whatever the bishops say - 
would be Hell. 


f It 




QUOTE UNQUOTE 


There is only one bright spot. Job insecurity is at its worst among 
Tory MPIs and councillors as they watch their government tottering 

to the grave - Lord Healey, Labour peer 

Once you have swum through the filth spewed out by the Con- 
servative Central Office, you find you're in dean water and vou 
can swim freely and say what you think - Emma Nicholson, endnir- 
aging others to defect from the Tories to the Liberal Democnm 




The best thing everyone can do today is roll right over and "a 
hack to sleep - Radio announcer in New York City, when: resi- 
dents awoke to snow banks up to six feel deep 


Tt iSK W 2! 0U ““ ^ fk : s Cl ^ aB from a politician’s mouth ; 
-David Letterman. IS chat show host, on rhe Washington btizzard‘ 

Come back into place! 1 have a hip that hops out somotifes -J 


D „ ■ ~ r — - ■“k uui someuaes 

Baroness Robson of kiddington. Liberal Democrat, rising to speak ^ 
m a Lords debate on alternative medicine ^ ” V: 


As Far as I can tell bv their vie^ on European federalism, suchd 
people s creed would be better described qTno NarirmCortser-^ 
vatism - Lady Thatcher on 'One Nation ' Tories * 


As any taxi driver will tell you, whether you liked her or noL at least % 
you knew where you were with Margaret Thatcher - Tony Blair 
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Stung by 
a fly on 
the wall 

A^d misjudgement has marred a 
fine term as head of the Royal 
Opera, argues Polly Toynbee 


N o one ever likes the image of 
themselves as revealed in fly- 
on-rhe-wah documentaries. Hun- 
dreds of hours of Sim are freeze- 
dried into moments of tension, 
friction, anger or anxiety, with scant 
context or explanation." The House, 
a six-part documentary about the 
Royal Opera House, starts on Tues- 
day on BBC2. The wonder of it is 
that a canny, seasoned old televi- 
sion hand such as Jeremy Isaacs 
ever let the cameras backstage. 

But those who know him under- 
stand precisely why be did it It was 
a last, ill-judged bid to set right the 
one great failure of his eight years 
as General Director at Covent Gar- 
den: to make the Opera House 
beloved of the people. He wanted 
popular sentiment to swell with 
pride at this national treasure. 
Instead, those who presume to 
speak for the masses - the tabloids 
and the Terry Dickses - continue to 
heap contumely upon lL 
He thought people should see 
the desperate backstage struggle to 
get shows on - and we do. Behind 
the plush, the place looks like the 
boiler room of a 50-year-old 
banana boat. Indeed, the drama of 
finding an unknown Carmen 
within hours of a crucial first night 
as the diva falls sick does convey 
the terror and the thrill of the 
whole bizarre enterprise. 

But if Isaacs imagined this film 
would inspire admiration for a 
noble endeavour stretched to 
breaking point on a subsidy half 
that of the world’s other great 
opera houses, he should have 
known belter. The character who 
will be remembered is not the 
fragile little French Carmen, but 
the monstrous new public affairs 
director, who sacks everyone in 
sight and looks like an angry 
android in a Paul Smith suit. 

This week Isaacs bumped into 
John Birt and Sir Christopher 
Bland dining in a restaurant. Birt 
asked him why he didn't like the 
film. Between gritted teeth, 
Isaacs parroted a well-known 
Birtism: “Because it suffers from 


a bias against understanding.' 1 

The trouble with fly-on-thc-wall 
television is that incident always wins 
out over analysis. Part of the film 
focuses on rows over directors and 
designers overspending their bud- 
gets. In unguarded moments, Isaacs 
and his team display an apparently 
cavalier attitude towards money. 
Crisis follows the near-catastrophic 
hiring of one designer to do a huge 
new ballet at the same time as a new 
opera. A great deal of shouting in 
the boardroom ensues. 

Aggrieved, Isaacs feels viewers 
might understand a little more and 
condemn a little less if there bad 
been more emphasis on the fina reial 

facts: both productions tnademoney 
back. For the past three years (he 
Opera House has broken even, and 
the £3.6m deficit Isaacs inherited has 
been reduced to £500,000. 

When Isaacs leaves his post next 
year al 65. he bequeaths his succes- 
sor an energised enterprise with a 
reputation for innovation and dariqg. 
An outfit (mce stale and mediocre, 
down on its artistic beam ends, was 
shambling its way through 20-year- 
old Bohcmes and Tosois, in tired rou- 
tines, The English National Opera 
and the regional companies were the 



Isaacs believes opera is for ordinary people. Now they win see his Opera House, warts and all Rex 


they can't see them properly. He 
curses the Sun and all those who 
patronise “ordinary” people by 
assuming them to be cloth-eared 
Philistines. Don't they all know 
“Toreador" from Carmen, “Nessun 
Donna", Mozart, Verdi, Puccini 
and a dozen other favourites? 
Hasn't the success of the three 
tenors shown how many “ordinary’ 


His most passionate supporters are 
those who have worked for him 


happening places, while the Opera 
House reeked of mothball-scented 
furs. Now the ENO is in artistic trou- 
ble - short of ideas, enveloped in 
dark critical clouds. True, Isaacs has 
presided over some spectacular 
turkeys - but only a few, no more 
than the flip side of bravery. 

He wanted to make opera acces- 
sible. When he introduced surtitles 
- simultaneous translations pro- 
jected above the stage - the stuffed 
shirts complained of the vulgarity. 
Nowadays the only complaints 
come from those in seats where 


people love opera, given the 
chance? He is proud of the work 
the opera house has done in 
schools. A natural romantic, he 
speaks lyrically of opera's trans- 
forming power. 

All very well, but just how acces- 
sible can you be when you are 
touching people for £260 for top 
tickets? He is ashamed at charg- 
ing some of the world's highest 
prices. Two or three performances 
a year broadcast on big screens to 
a packed Covent Garden piazza 
make onlv a minor dem in the 


elitist nature of the business. 

This makes him edgy and uneasy. 
From a Labour-voting middle-dass 
Hillhead family, he is the son of a 
GP mother and jeweller father - 
and a man of the left, somewhat left 
of New Labour. He is not even 
slightly seduced by the ritzy, glitzy 
world of the royal box. 

He made his name in 1974 with 
The World At War, a 26-part block- 
buster history of the Second World 
War, which reached audiences of 15 
million. As the first head of Chan- 
nel 4 in 1980. he opened up the 
institutionalised world of televi- 
sion to outsiders, new groups, 
experimenters and some lunatics. 
The result was a remarkable injec- 
tion of energy. By helping to devise 
a system where the funding came 
from ITV, irrespective of ratings, it 
gave him the freedom to allow 
some outrageous things to flourish. 

So his move to the most estab- 
lishment post in the arts world came 
as a shock. Why should this naturally 
rebellious man choose frock-coated 
opera? Because he is driven to 
spread his own passion for opera and 
ballet to a wider public. Alas, it has 
been a mission thwarted by an 
impossible dilemma: be spends mil- 
lions of tax-payers' hard-earned 


money, yet not millions enough to let 
in most ordinary tax-payers at prices 
they can afford. Those who come 
after him may fare better, for every- 
one expects the Lottery funding 
rules to change to allow money not 
just for buildings but to fond pro- 
ductions and cheap seats. 

What will this television docu- 
mentary do for Isaacs’s reputation? 
No justice, say his friends, defen- 
sively. It doesn't help that he looks 
like a rumpled, slightly-the- woise- 
fbr-wear Beethoven. Or that he 
always says what he thinks, straight 
out. The scenes of apparent chaos 


and in-fighting tell only part of the 
story. “What artistic enterprise 
would ever get on to the stage in an 
atmosphere of total calm, harmony 
and managerial efficiency?" won- 
ders one seasoned observer. 

Isaacs’s most passionate sup- 
porters are those who have worked 
for him, both when he was head of 
Channel 4 and at the Opera House. 
His detractors are among the 
boards and governors he has 
worked for, which is, on the whole, 
the best way round: "He lacks 
some essential political skills for a 
job like this,” says one. But another, 
who worked under him at Channel 
4 retaliates: “A complete hero!" 


comment 


If it’s American snow, it’s gotta be big 

Rupert Cornwell reflects on a week of chaos, cold and unaccustomed quiet in the US capital 


F or me, the first intimation came exactly a 
week ago in the departure lounge al Zurich 
airport, as we returned from a skiing holiday. 
“Seems there’s a big storm coming to the East- 
ern US,” said someone, perusing the Interna- 
tional Herald Tribune. Sure, I thought, another 
phoney Washington weather drama. Only this 
time the panic-mongers were right 
Back in DC that frigid Saturday afternoon the 
atmosphere was eerie, nervous yet fatalistic, as if 
an irresistible invading anny was al the city’s gales. 
People were glancing intermittently at a still, 
leaden sky. When I went to buy a few provisions, 
the supermarket was jammed. For the first time 
I bought some rock salt, a five-pound bag, which 
the blurb claimed could dissolve 48 times its 
weight in snow at a temperature of 30F. That 
should do the trick, I thought, A child taking on 
the Wehrmacht with a pop-gun would have 
stood a better chance. 

The United States is a country of meteoro- 
logical superlatives. In five years I have reported 
on the most destructive hurricane in modern 
American history (the 155mph Andrew, of 
August 1992, which caused S20bn of damage), 
the Great Flood of the summer of 1993 (the Mid- 
west's worst for 100 years), plus droughts, heat- 
waves. tornadoes, and sundry other acts of God. 
And now the Blizzard of ’96. 

The misfortune of Washington and the Mid- 
Atlantic region in winter is to be point of colli- 
sion between warm air moving north frointhe 
1 Gulf of Mexico and arctic blasts descending from 
* Canada, ail mixed with plenty of moisture from 
the Atlantic. Thus are assembled the ingredients 
fora smorgasbord of precipitations: snow, freez- 
ing rain, sleet and had, or various combinations 
of them. Most miserable of all is the ice storm, 
a Washington speciality, which in foil spate pro- 
duces a smfcter rustling like wind through diy 
leaves. It turns roads and pavements into skat- 
ing rinks and causes power failures by the 
score. Thus far, the Blizzard of '96 has gener- 
y snow. But nev“ “*“** 

[ lived in Moscow 
.v M « - -i single helping. 

It started to fall around midnight on Satur- 
day. It continued, soft and silent as a veil, through 
Sunday and half of Monday. By the end, in my 
comer of the dry, 23 inches had fallen- almost 
two feet of the stuff, and more where it had been 
piled up by gusts of 35mph. Not for an instant 
did it stop, for 36 hours. Should the second 
storm, unfolding as I write, live up to foiling, au 
records could te eclipsed, including that of 


January 1772, when George Washington mea- 
sured three feet of snow on the ground at his 
Mount Vernon estate. 

Even if this is not the storm of the century 
already, it's dose. Philadelphia's 31 inches 
between Sunday and Monday was the largest 24- 
hour snowfall in its history. New York’s 22 inches 
was its third largest (100 million tons fell on the 
city, according to CNN), ft was the third or 
fourth highest here in the capital The 20-hour 
shutdown of Boston airport was the longest since 
1978. Economic losses are climbing by billions 
of dollars a day. At least 100 have dial as a result 
of the snow. 

Washington is peculiarly fll -equipped for such 


an ordeal Come the first soft flakes of winter, 
the city fathers handle snow with the same calm 
and competence that British Rail brings to its 
commuter services. An inch or two that would 
not raise an eyebrow in Moscow (or New Eng- 
land) throws the capital of the free world into 
delirium tremens. These days, with the District 
of Columbia in receivership and possessing just 
a third of the functioning snow-clearing equip- 
ment of four years ago, the performance has 
been even more dire than usual. 

Four days on from the blizzard, the bus and 
underground still barely work. Schools are 
dosed. Mountains of half-cleared snow and 
mighty rivers of slush have turned Washington’s 
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White-out in Washington: nearly two feet of fine, powdery snow fell in 36 hours 


streets into a cross country course from the Win- 
ter Olympics. 

The first sensation, of course, was utterly dif- 
ferent That Sunday morning, the snow was ther- 
apeutic, a humbling, deansing reassurance that 
there was an alternative to the frenetic pace of 
American life. No prospect was more beautiful 
than the dreaded Washington Beltway, normally 
a white-knuckle commuting racetrack, trans- 
formed into an empty sea of snow, the road signs 
poking like fragments from the Titanic on the 
ocean bed. Closer to home, not a squeal of brakes, 
not a single car horn was to be heard, just the quiet 
occasional hiss of skieisglidtng past while mounds 
that had once been cars. The airports, too, those 
temples to our times, were shuL For all its tech- 
nical wizardry, America was al a standstill. 

But the charm of a blizzard wears off quickly. 
And patience wears thin with the TV weather 
forecasters and their glassy coiffures, spray-on 
smiles and professional shortc oming s that no 
computer graphics can redeem. They completely 
missed, for instance, Tuesday's follow-up storm 
(sheepishly described afterwards as an “unan- 
ticipated high-level atmospheric disturbance”) 
which dumped another four inches on DC. 

By Thursday, the skis were off the streets and 
the car was king again, the only difference being 
that the pedestrian’s normal refuge of the pave- 
ment was unreachable, still submerged by two 
feet of snow. Yet the crown fits uneasily. Driving 
your car is fine, but where to leave it? In Wash- 
ington right now, the most prized asset of all is 
a viable parking space. Belatedly, snow ploughs 
have cleared a passable corridor along the mid- 
dle of the streets in my neighbourhood. But park- 
ing is a do-it-yourself and highly labour-in ten- 
sive proposition. U I dug it, and I park in it,” read 
one sign guarding a 6ft by 12 ft area carved out 
of the surrounding tundra. Others slake out their 
territory with chairs and tables. 

Even if you can shift the snow, where do you 
put it? hi New York they’ve been dumping it into 
the Hudson River, but a Boston real-estate Ann 
was less lucky when it ploughed clean snow into 
the harbour -only to be slapped with a $1,000 fine 
for environmental pollution. 

And now it’s falling again. Eight indies, say the 
weathermen, maybe snow, maybe sleet, maybe ice, 
probably all three together. In Los Angeles, 
they're having a heatwave: the other day it was a 
record 87 degrees on Venice Beach. But we 
snowsick on the other side of the country should 
not get too upset. Over there, there's probably an 
earthquake on the way. 


One nation, 

1 divided 

Lady Thatcher has got Tory and 
Liberal traditions in a bit of a 
muddle, says Vernon Bogdanor 


“Say what you wB , " Disraeli's^ 

hero Egremonl declares in ‘Sybil’ 
(1845), “our Quern rdffa over tte 
greatest nation that ever existed. " 
“Which nation?" asks Marlcy, the^ 
Chartist, “for shores overtwo . " 
“ybu speak of ... m sad Egnanont 
hesitatingly. “THE RICH AND 
THE POOR.’’ 

D israeli in the 1840s begged 
the Tories to combat the 
market policies of the liberals 
which were sundering a H social 

ties. In the 20th century, by con- 
trast, One Nation Conservatism 
has seen state socialism, not lib- 
eralism, as the ene ray. Anthony 
Eden prefigured Margaret 
Thatcher in championing a 
property-owning democracy to 
combat doctrines of class con- 
flict For it there was no war to 
fight; nobody need/ be afraid of 
losing. In the Fifties, a One 
Nation Group was formed by 
Iain Macleod, Angus Maude, 
Reginald Maudling and Enoch 
FbweO to press for equality of 
opportunity as the alternative to 
socialist bureaucracy and con- 
trols. More recently, however, 
the term “One Nation" has 
come to indicate coded hostility 
to Thatcherism and sympathy 
for the gentler Conservatism of 
the MacmDlan/Hea h era. 

In heT Keith Jose ph Memor- 
ial Lecture on Thu sday night, 
Margaret Thatcher a tacked One 
Nation Toryism as a betrayal of 
the nation. That is p< :rbaps curi- 
ous. Leaders such as Disraeli and 
Eden were hardly noi ed for then- 
cosmopolitanism, while Harold 
Macmillan sought it > enter the 
European Comm unlity after a 
hard-headed calculation of 
Britain’s interests and only after 
other diplomatic possibilities had 
been exhausted. His Conception 
of Europe, moreover, was akin to 
that of Thatcher rather than that 
of Jacques Delors. [ 

Besides, it was I Margaret 
Thatcher herself who; as Prime 
Minister, turned the European 
Community irrevocably away 
from a “Europe des patries" 
when she signed the Single Euro- 
pean Act, greatly extending 
majority voting - something with 
mere radical effects that anything 
in the Maastricht treaty. 

Domestically, Margaret 
Thatcher identifier “One 
Nation” with slate intervention- 
ism. The origins of Thatdbaism, 
the former Prime Minister 
declared, are to be fouxid not in 
the ideas of Disraeli bu4 in 19th- 
century liberalism of f^e kind 
championed by Gladstone. 

Yet Gladstone would be a 
very awkward recruit j to the 
Thatcberite cause. If the Grand 
Old Man held to any j funda- 
mental belief it was faith an “Tbe 


Concert of Europe”. Like the 
Liberal Democrats today, he 
would have been a strong sup- 
porter of European Union os the 
best means of overcoming 
national rivalries. 

Gladstone was a strong sup- 
porter also of devolution, declar- 
ing that societies were held 
together through “recognition oi 
the distinctive qualities of the 
separate ports of great coun- 
tries". He even favoured the cre- 
ation of what he called “inter- 
mediate bodies” - regional 
parliaments, which John Major 
has called “barmy”. Here at 
least, Margaret Thatcher and ihe 
Prime Minister can agree. But j] 
is difficult to regard their posi- 
tion as being al all Gladstonian. 

Historians wd probably see 
the Eighties as an era of 
Thatcberite dominance. Yet, in 
her two landslide elections - 
1983 and 1987 - the Conserva- 
tives were unable to secure more 
than 42 per cent of the vote. 

Margaret 
Thatcher found 
herself presiding 
over two nations 


Nearly three-fifths of the popu- 
lation were hostile to Margaret 
Thatcher even at the height of 
her power. 

Thatcherism. moreover, 
appealed more to the south of 
England than to Scotland or 
WWes or the industrial conurba- 
tions. By 1987, the Conserva- 
tives, despite their majority of 102 
in the Commons, were able to 
secure only 10 of the 72 seats in 
Scotland, and eight of the 38 in 
Wales. In the great conurbations 
- Bradford, Glasgpw, Hufl. Leeds. 
Liverpool, Manchester, Newcas- 
tle and Sheffield - the Conserva- 
tives won just three of the 43 seals. 

Thatcherism was perhaps as 
much a consequence as a cause 
of socio-economic and cultural 
changes that long prefigured 
the Eighties, as Britain came to 
be polarised along geographical 
lines. Margaret Thatcher found 
herself presiding over two 
nations divided as much by geog- 
raphy as by class. The upwardly 
mobile, thrusting and ambitious 
nation living in the South-east 
provided her landslide majori- 
ties. For the other nation, she 
never seemed to care very much. 

The writer is reader in government, 
Oxford Urmcrsity. His ‘Essay on 
Politics and the Constitution' is 
befog published by Dartmouth 
shortly. 
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Pension 
funds clash 
in Cit. 

revolution 


JOHN EiSENHAMMER 

Fmanctal Editor 

Britain’s powerful pension funds 
placed themselves on a collision 
course with the City’s big mar- 
ket makers after throwing their 
weight behind Stock Exchange 
proposals for a radical reform 
of share trading in London. 

The pension funds, which 
own some 35 per cent of LFK 
equity, support introducing au- 
tomatic order-driven dealing 
to the top FT-SE stocks. “The 
investment committee would he 
very content to see an alterna- 
tive method of dealing on the 
Stock Exchange, and if it is 
order-driven then we believe it 
will offer lower prices," said the 
National Association of R?nsion 
Funds. 

"Effectively what we are after 
are lower costs and an effective 
dealing system,” said a leading 
insurance fund manager. 

The Stock Exchange yester- 
day published its long-awaited 
consultation document about ex- 
actly what sort of order-match- 
ing dealing system is wanted by- 
most market participants and 
how it should be introduced. It 
set* out detailed options of how 
the fully automatic order-driven 
facility, which electronically 
matches bids and offers, might 
take over from, or be com- 
bined with. London s tradition- 
al quote-driven system, whereby 
market-making firms use their 
capital to quote firm huy and sell 
prices for shares. 

The published document dif- 
fers in one important respect 
following the sacking last week 
of Michael Lawrence from his 
post of chief executive of the Ex- 
change. His preference for a 
"hybrid", combining the two sys- 
tems on the same screen, has 
been markedly toned down. 
The big market-makers, which 


played an iraportant role in 
Mr Lawrence s ousting, argued 
that this option was impractical. 
“Putting the? two systems to- 
gether on thp same screen will 
have the inevitable effect of cap- 
ita] being withdrawn from the 
FT-SE 100. Of course investors 
can say they Wuld like a choice 
of competi: ig systems for the 
same stocks, so they can pick the 
cheapest, but the question is 
whether pt actitioners find it 
worth their while to participate 
in that. I thi tk not,” said a lead- 
ing market- maker. 

The tone of the consultation 
document ] mints rather to the 
more radical of the options, 
which is to replace the quote- 
driven syst mi with an order- 
matching facility across the 
board for i U stocks. Alongside 
h. however, there would be a so- 
called block trading facility, 
whereby the market makers 
would be a We to take on and sell 
large blocks of shares off the 
market. This is the mechanism 
successfully operated in centres 
such as New York and Paris. 

The document also offers 
the option, of an order book for 
some stocks and a quote book 
for others. “Ask a fund manag- 
er and he will want order-dri- 
ven for the big stocks to get 


cheaper 
quote-dri' 
make sure 


{dealing costs and 
|en for small stocks to 
he can always deal. 


Ask a niarjket maker and he will 
want it ptpcisdy the other way 
round. Thai is the dilemma to 
be overciinie.” said a top mar- 
ket make*-. 

Private? client brokers and 
small investors have strongly 
urged keeping some form of 
market-making in the smaller 
stocks. The Stock Exchange 
said that ‘small investors should 
benefit from cheaper dealing in 
popular , stocks with an order- 
driven facility. 


Stalemate in transatlantic talks maintains limits on foreign stakes in American carriers 



□rawing the line: BA chief Robert Ayling has ruled out more Investment in its US partner- at least for the present 
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BA halts further investment in USAir 


RUSSELL HOTTER 

British Airways has abandoned 
plans to invest more money in 
USAir until the LHC and US 
governments settle their long- 
running dispute over liberalis- 
ing aviation markets. 

BA has until the end of Jan- 
uary to decide whether to put 
another $200ro into the troubled 
American carrier. But it would 
be unable to lift its sharehold- 
ing above the 25 per cent limit 
on foreign ownership imposed 
by US regulators. 

The British flag-carrier has ah 
ready paid S400m for 24.6 per 
cent of USAir, and the option 
would have enabled it to take 


that shareholding to 34.8 per 
cent. But the stalemate in the 
negotiations to liberalise the 
Bermuda II treaty governing 
transatlantic aviation means 
further investment would be too 
risky. 

The UK government was 
“puzzled and disappointed” af- 
ter US negotiators broke off 
talks last year over more access 
to Heathrow, Gahvick and the 
American domestic airline mar- 
ket. A Department of Transport 
spokesman said yesterday thal 
no further talks were planned. 

Analysis were divided over 
whether the UK airline should 
put more money into USAir - 
pan of BAs strategy of creat- 


ing a global network of financial 
and operational alliances. 

BAs new chief executive. 
Robert Ayling. has not so far 
gone public on the future of the 
relationship- But one company 
source said yesterday: “There is 
little point in us put tine more 
money into USAir unless we war- 
increase our shareholding.” 
The company has a further op- 
tion to invest S250 within the 
next two years. 

USAir was badly hit by re- 
cession in the American airline 
industry, but has seen its for- 
tunes slowly improve. Last 
month Seth Schofield, U&Air's 
departing chairman, said the 
company was now able to stand 


on its own two feet and did not 
need further money from BA 

Under the Bermuda II talks 
Washington has refused 
Britain's demand to lift the 
foreign ownership ceiling. In 
mm 'Britain has refused the 
main US demand for open 
access to London Heathrow. 
The iast round of talks broke up 
without agreement in October, 
closing another chapter in over 
four years of bitter negotiations. 

Last year British Airways 
wrote off half its investment in 
USAir. after earlier saying it 
would not make any addition- 
al investment until USAir’s 
. financial position had im- 
proved. USAir recently moved 


back into profit as a result of 
cost-catting and a generally 
stronger market and has pre- 
dicted it will post a profit for 
1995, its first positive result 
since I9SS. 

The company made profits of 
521. 6m in the third quarter, on 
a 10 per cent increase in rev- 
enues. from $I.75bn to Sl.S7bn. 
“There cun be no doubt that this 
company is now experiencing a 
dramatic upturn in its financial 
performance." Mr Schofield 
said at the time. 

USAir provides BA with an 
entry into the biggest domestic 
airline market in the world, and 
may be central to an eventual 
link-up with American Airlines. 


Granada 
dividend 
‘falls foul 
ofIR’ 


Forte vesierday cast doubt on 
whether a special dividend of 
47p offered by Granada as 
paxt of its £3.Sbn hostile 
takeover bid for the hotels and 
restaurants company would be 
allowed by Inland Revenue, 
writes Mathew Horsman. 

Tie criticisms, dismissed by 
Granada as “mischief-making”, 
centred on Forte’s contention 
that tax authorities could rule 
against the plan because share- 
holders are given an option 
between a dividend or cash. 

“VVe have taken tax advice 
that suggests this plan may not 
be approved," a Forte spokes- 
man said. 

Bnt in a statement, Granada s 
chief executive, Gerry Robin- 
son, said “There is nothing that 
Forte has said thal was not con- 
sidered by us before we an- 
nounced our increased offer" . 

The special dividend was an- 
nounced last week as part of 
Granada’s revised offer for 
Forte. The higher bid was worth 
362p in cash per Forte share, or 
373 p in cash and shares. Tax-ex- 
empt institutions, including pen- 
sion funds, could receive up to 
385p a share because of the tax 
credit associated with the spe- 
cial dhadend^Granada argued. 

Forte also claimed that 
Granada's plan to seD up to 
£2bn worth of Forte’s assets, in- 
cluding its Meridien and Ex- 
clusive hotel chains, would 
a in act £400m in tax. Granada 
responded that a combination 
of Granada's “substantial tax 
cost base” in Forie, the mU-over 
of gains into new expenditure 
and the availability of £240ro in 
tax losses which it can carry for- 
ward would made the lax con- 
sequences of the planned 
disposals “insignificant". 

Meanwhile. Granada 
launched a further attack on 
Forte's planned share buy-back 
scheme, which it believes would 
be earnings negative on profit 
forecasts. It questioned whether 
Forte could afford its alterna- 



Building society mergers or takeovers 


1989 

1995 


1996 


1997 


Abbey National - floated 
Cheltenham & Gloucester I 

- taken over by Uoyds Bank I 

Halifax - merges with Leeds tferm 
National & Provincial I 

- taken over by Abbey National 
Halifax - to be floated in spring 
Woolwich - to be floated in ajjtumn 


anent 


Who’s next? 


Alliance & Leicester - flotatic/n announcement 

expected soon J 

Nationwide - flotation announcement possible 

within next 18 months j 

Bradford & Bingley, Bristol « West Portman, 

Britannia, Birmingham Mids^hires, Iforkshire 

- flotations may follow monk society mergers 

or may be vulnerable to takeovers 


Woolwich could face predators 


nic cicurn 

Speculation grew in the City last 
night that Woolwich Building 
Society could be snapped up by 
a rival institution before its 
plans to become a bank arc 
complete next year. 

Potential bidders named by 
analysis yesterday include Royal 
Bank of Scotland, other high 
street backs, Prudential and 
BAT the tobacco giant. 

Tim Clarke, banking analyst 
at Panmure Gordon, said: “Z 
would be surprised if a number 
of institutions were not currently 
looking into the possibility of a 
takeover bid. 

“The announcement that 


Woolwich is planning to convert 
to a bank, has raised a lot of op- 
portunities for potential bidders. 
The society has effectively pul 
itself in play by going public.” 

Mr Clarke said a” potential 
suitor would find attractions in 
Woolwich’s mortgage leading 
operation, its 4 million savers 
and its South-east England bias. 

John Stewart, operations di- 
rector at Woolwich, said there 
bad been some interest by oth- 
er institutions, but no serious 
discussions bad taken place. 

He added: “We have a very 
good core business with consis- 
tent profit records over the 
years. We have been diversifying 
very successfully for years and ah 


our subsidiaries are in profit. Ob- 
viously. our board has a fiduciary 
duly io consider any offer but 
they - would have to be prepared 
to pay a substantial premium.” 

A takeover bid would create an 
opportunity of a profit for Wool- 
wich's savers, including those 
dubbed “carpetbaggers” for try- 
ing to speculate on its plans. 

Any predator would have to 
make an offer to all the society's 
members, not just those who 
joined it before the December 
31 deadline, after which new 
members miss out on Wool- 
wich's handout of shares. 

Any potential bidder has 15 
months, until the society’s annual 
meeting in April next year, to 


make a mo* e. If members agree 
the demutualisation plans, a bid 
would become more difficult 
Rob Thomas, building soci- 
ety- analyst at UBS said: “Wool- 
wich would have considered 
this possibility when deciding to 
make its move. I don’t think 
there are any institutions out 
there with the resources or the 
balls to do it." 

□Woolwich Prime Gold ac- 
count holders will qualify for 
shares in the society's forth- 
coming flotation new year, con- 
trary ~to a report in the 
Independent yesterday. Those 
who do not quality are Current 
Account holders. 

Weekend section, page 22 


Apple to cut up to 3,000 jobs 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 

Beleaguered computer com- 
pany Apple is expected to cut 
up to 3,000 jobs and write off 
up to SSOra of inventory, as the 
full extent of its profits collapse 
became apparent yesterday. 

Tie company, which slashed 
pre-Christmas prices by up to 25 
per cent in an effort to build 
sales volumes, admitted on 
Wednesday thal its final quar- 
ter fosses would be $68m. The 
news sent the shares plunging 
by h per cent in New York, al- 
though the stock recovered 
ground in trading yesterday. 

According to informed 
sources. Apple’s Americas op- 
eration will be split into three 


divisions, covering software de- 
velopment, the educational 
market, and mass consumer/ 
homes sales. 

;Tbe group employs 13,000 
world-wide, and had revenues 
last year of $12bn. 

. The restructuring will be 
; Aimed at reversing a dramatic 
-decline in the fortunes of one 
of the world's leading comput- 
er companies. with a 9 per cent 
market share. 

Analysis said the poor per- 
formance indicated serious 
structural problems at the com- 
pany, which had profits of 
. $SS5m just four years ago. Se- 
vere cost-cutting by competitors, 
particularly IBM, has forced the 
company to abandon its pre- 
mium pricing policy. Pre-Christ- 


mas prices were cut to just 
£750 for an entry-level Apple, 
from £1,000 previously. By con- 
trast, IBM done packages were 
just £500. 

The price war will cut profit 
margins in the Christmas quar- 
ter to just 15 per cent, compared 
to as much as 50 per cent in 
1990. when Apple managed to 
maintain high prices. 

Cutting prices, which Apple 
last tricdui 1993, goes against 
its traditional approach, which 
focussed on developing pro- 
prietary technology and main- 
taining margins through 
licensed distribution channels. 

Despite the lower prices, Ap- 
ple saw sales in the quarter 
climb by just 1 1 per cent like- 
for-likel compared to an in- 


dustiy-wide 25 per cent. 

The downbeat news came as 
80.000 visitors attended the 
Macworld conference in San 
Francisco, normally a time 
when the company unveils new 
products. Instead, the compa- 
ny has maintained a low profile. 

Analysts said yesterday thal 
the future of Michael Spindler, 
the company's chief executive, 
was now in doubt. They sug- 
gested the company might have 
to retreat from the low-end of 
the market, and concentrate on 
niches where its user-friendly 
products have been popular, in- 
cluding publishing, which it 
dominates. Others suggested a 
takeover could be in the offing, 
with IBM and Sony leading 
the list. 


Hodder sees sales grow 
after collapse of NBA 


The collapse of the net book 
agreement pushed revenues at 
Hodder Headline, the pioneer 
publisher, up lOper cent in 1995 
to just under S90m l£58m). 
writes Mathew Hors man. 

According to unaudited 
figures, sales recovered strongly 
in the fourth quarter, following 
disappointing sales in the sum- 
mer. The company, which left 
the NBA in 1994, nearly a year 
before the minimum price 
maintenance accord collapsed. 
said that 1996 has started 
strongly, fuelled by January 
sales at book shops.' 

“Not all our sales growth 
came from the end of the 
NBA,” Tim Hely Hutchinson, 
said last nighL “But is is cer- 


tainly better ncm’ that all book- 
sellers and publishers are on the 
same side of the fence.” 

He added thal the company 
was exploring new ways of 
gaming volumes, including giv- 
ing booksellers higher discounts 
provided they were willing to ac- 
cept firm sales of inventory, fn 
some cases, booksellers report, 
publishers are willing to provide 
trade discounts of as much as 
60 per cenL compared to the 
more normal 40 per cent of the 
NBA era. 

Mr Hely Hutchinson said his 
publishing group, which in- 
cludes the Hodder & Stoughton 
imprint, was also willing to pro- 
vide sharp discounts in order to 
promote new authors. 
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£5 00m prison contracts 

Tarmac. Costain and Securicor are among the companies which 
have woo contracts to build two prisons in the UK worth over 
£250m each. Group 4 and Tarmac will build the Fazakerley prison 
in Liverpool and a consortium called SS A. which includes Securicor 
and Costain, will build Bridgend prison near Port Talbot, Wales. 

New South Wales Electricity chief 

Welsh W'ater is to appoint John Roberts, formerly of Manweb. 
as chief executive of South Wales Electricity on the completion 
of its bid for the company. Mr Roberts was chief executive of Man- 
web until its takeover by Scottish Power in 1995. 

Tomkins merger still delayed 

Tomkins, the British conglomerate, and US car components group 
Gates said they were confident that last month’s proposed merg- 
er would still go ahead as planned. The companies had hoped to 
sign contracts by the end of December, but a couple of techni- 
cal issues “unrelated to the businesses” remain outstanding. . 

Mars reports ice-cream rival Walls to OFT 

Mars, the US confectionery giant, has attacked rival Bird's Eye 
Wills for alleged monopoly practices in ice-cream sales and con- 
firmed that it had lodged a complaint with the Office ofFair 'find- 
ing. Trade Secre tary Ian Lang is currently considering prosecution 
of Walls executives for allegedly misleading an earlier Monopo- 
lies and Mergers Commission inquiry into the ice cream market. 

Profits warning from Rhino 

Rhino Group, the video games to giftware group, warned that 
its 1995 results will be below market forecasts. Rhino said 
December sales fell short of expectations, with turnover for the 
quarter to December up 4.6 per cent on a like-for-like basis. The 
shortfall was bbioied. on di£5cutries over stock m a n age m ent, while 
gross margins bad suffered due to “significant discounting” by 
other mam high-street competitors. 

First Bus takes Mainline stake 

FirstBus has paid Stagecoach £ 1.63m for a 20 per cent stake in 
Mainline Partnership, a local bos operator in and around 
Sheffield, Rotherham and Doncaster. FirstBus has also subscribed 
for a £3Jm secured loan note and for £366,000 ofnon-voting con- 
vertible deferred shares in Mainline. 

Future’s still cloudy for Orange float 


Hutchison Whampoa denied reports thal its Orange mobile tele- 
phones offshoot would go public in March. The company said 
no decision had yet been made. The board was still studymg de- 
tails of the plan, she said, although Kleinwort Benson and Gold- 
man Sachs have been taken on as “potential float co-ordinators”- 
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When the customer must not be asked to pay 




'Back in the days of 

rampant corporatism 
and daily government 
interference in 
business, when 
ministers would 
raise gas prices to 
massage the PSBR 
and lower them again 
to win election, 
this would not have 
looked out of place' 


Hban « , J^T^and customers to 

Nnrth^n Bm, *i Gas wer £40hn of 
North Sea contract*.- Sub head: "Lone-term 

nv en^ m T S 10 lhc c ^pa- 
eLr^arket ^ 5 “ ^ overeu PP«^ 

"■ “on a minute. Is this a time 
j- I "[\ . r ^ al - Back in lhc age of nation- 

d a ^ dUllncs, ^P 3 " 1 corporatism and 
daily government interference in business 
when ministers would happily raise eas 
pnees to massage the PSBR and lower 
them again lo help win an election, it would 
noi have looked out or place. But today? 

iQQ U s d Tft hlS h® fo , r rcal in posL-Thaicherile 
1996. 10 years after British Gas was abon- 
aoned through privatisation to the rigours 
and disciplines of the market? 

a v 1 1 seems * is that bailing out 

Bnush Gas has become a very live issue 
indeed, though the idea of a taxpayer and 
customer bail-out is for lhc lime being only 
wishful thinking by British Gas, the result 
of an internal study and not yet put to the 
Government. 

In the original privatisation prospectus, 
shareholders were told they were buying 
into a 25-year monopoly, with competition 
to be allowed only in the market l or large 
businesses. Indeed, the prospectus said the 
monopoly could only be terminated with at 
least 10 years' notice by the secretary of 
slate for trade and industry. 

In such circumstances, British Gas man- 
agers, who were unreconstructed slate 


industry apparalcliiks, saw no undue risk in 
agreeing the IS- to 20-ycar take or pay sup- 
ply contracts that are the source of it's pre- 
sent troubles. These stipulated that the 
company must pay each year for a certain 
volume of gas, whether or not it took deliv- 
ery. Though 55 per cent of the contracts 
were agreed before 1986, the company 
went on buying, and the last three takc- 
or-pay contracts were signed after 1991. 

The argument for a bail-out is quite sim- 
ple; the Government, the Monopolies 
Commission, the Office of FairTrading and 
the gas regulator changed the rules pro- 
gressively between 198S and 1993 lo intro- 
duce greater competition. As a result, 
British Gas was faced wiih a falling mar- 
ket share which turned the take-or-pay con- 
tracts into a nightmare - an enormous lia- 
bility because it could not sell enough gas 
to lake all the contracted spplies. Worse 
still, open market gas prices also fell 
sharply, allowing new competitors to under- 
cut bv a wide margin. 

Given that this debacle was a result of 
government action, British Gas argues, why 
should shareholders bear all the pain? 
This is as clear a case of false prospectus 
as they come. Instead of 10 years’ notice, 
British Gas was given little more than two 
years’ warning of the pilot scheme for the 
introduction of competition in the domes- 
tic market, which is to begin in the South- 
west this spring. 

But, like much in the gas business, these 


claims should not be taken at face value. 
What changed after privatisation was the 
regulatory framework, and that happened 
because it was gradually realised that too 
little had been done to’introduce compe- 
tition into the industry. 

The prospectus made perfectly dear 
that British Gas was subject to a regulator 

- and at the time of the sale the financial 
risk of arbitrary actions by Ofgas was at the 
forefront of the debate in the City. Indeed, 
the prospectus spelt Out the penalty for dis- 
obeying the regulator or ignoring the com- 
petition authorities, which was draconian 

- the loss of the monopoly. 

In the electricity and water privatisations, 
regulatory risk bas proved far less severe 
than investors thought at the time of pri- 
vatisation, and enormous profits have been 
made. But with gas, and arguably telecom- 
munications, it is considerably worse, and 
the shares have performed relatively badly. 
Indeed, the gas share price trend over the 
years shows how early the City grasped the 
scale of the risk. 

The idea of roping taxpayers and con- 
sumers into a rescue plan for gas. simply 
because there was more interference from 
the regulator than expected, is a case of 
“beads 1 win, tails you lose” and is not 
acceptable. This is a matter between British 
Gas and its suppliers; t he Government’s 
role should be as a referee and no more. 

And if it wants to get its offshore sup- 
pliers to I be negotiating table, it had bet- 


ter be a lot dearer about its own objectives. 
In particular, it must tell them whether any 
savings would be passed on to consigners. 
They are hardlv likely to negotiate if they 
suspect the savings will be used to intensity 
competition from British Gas in exploration 
and production. 

Will fur start to fly 
at the Exchange? 

N ice document, shame about the t imin g- 
Had the Stock Exchange the nous to ask 
the market some while ago what sort of share 
dealing inno vations it actually wants, much 
grief could have been spared. It might not 
have saved Michael Lawrence’s job as chief 
executive, for there were so many dis- 
agreements that finally led to the cup of bile 
running over last week. But it would have 
spared the City unnecessary embarrassment 
as the Exchange lurched publicly from ope 
faux pas to another, mostly connected with 
its clumsy efforts to push ahead with a share 
dealing revolution without any clear idea of 
the backing for its plans. 

There was always plenty of evidence that 
big institutions wanted to see an order- 
driven facility for the big FT-SE stocks 
because they know it will cut their dealing 
costs. They are certainly not interested in 
helping the market-making middlemen 
improve their livelihoods any more than 
absolutely necessary. As one of Britain's 


biggest institutional investors put it; 
“ Oearly what the market-makers are inter- 
ested in is the dealing system which max- 
imises their p & 1. For the investment com- 
munity, we want that p & 1 lo be as small 

as possible." , , . . 

Three years ago (here is no doubt the 
big market-makers would have dismissed 
out of hand an order-driven alternative. 
But already by last year their position was 
fast becoming more nuanced. Knowing the 
options on offer, the Stock Exchange 
should already then have found out what 
the market, and that means institutions, 
securities houses, big corporate lenders 
and small investors, favoured. It is only 
common sense to proceed with radical 
reforms on the basis of clear backing, 
rather than telling the market what you 
think is best and then hoping it finds sup- 
port. If the consultation had shown broad 
support for the order-driven option, the 
market-makers would have adjusted to 
that. They may be powerful, but they can- 
not defy their clients. 

The market-makers know they are head- 
ing for big changes. There will be fewer of 
them, and order-driven dealing will place 
a premium on distribution lo off-load risk, 
along with a small number of high-powered 
block traders. Most importantly, the com- 
ing months will reopen the thorny debate 
about market-making privileges and how 
they fit into a new tystem. That should see 
some fur flying. 


Fears grow of Gas dividend cut 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

Fears are growing in the finan- 
cial community that British Gas 
may cut its 1996 interim dividend 
because of costly long-term con- 
tracts with North Sea producers 
which are forcing the company 
to buy billions of pounds worth 
of gas it cannot sell. 

Producers are resisting 
attempts by British Gas to rene- 
gotiate the contracts in spite of 
calls from the Government to 
resolve the issue. British Gas is 
also considering a range of con- 
troversial solutions, such as the 
offloading of some expensive 
contracts to new suppliers in the 
domestic market, or massive 
bank loans which would be part- 
ly repaid by the rest of the 
industry'. But it stresses that 
nothing like this could be done 
without the support of ministers. 

One City analyst said: “If 
they fail to make progress on the 
long-term contracts during the 
spring, I think they will cut the 
interim dividend. I know this fear 
is shared tty several institution- 
al investors and I see no will- 


ingness on the part of produc- 
ers to help son things out." 

According to another analyse 
“Institutions are dead scared 
they will cut the dividend. Other 
than the dividend, why would 
they be in British Gas at the 
moment?" 

In November British Gas an- 
nounced an historic loss of 
£lSlm in the third quarter after 


£S3m in provisions related to the 
long-term contracts. The com- 
pany also said it would be forced 
to make a £520m pre-payment 
in the final quarter for gas not 
used. 

Richard Giordano, the chair- 
man. called on the Govern- 
ment to help the company 
renegotiate these “take or pay" 
contracts, the effect of which was 


impossible lo quantify. He said 
that the situation would be ex- 
acerbated by the introduction of 
domestic competition in April. 

The row escalated this week 
when the Government con- 
firmed it may consider a levy on 
British Gas’s rivals to help off- 
set the cost of the “take or pay" 
deals. British Gas has argued 
that the contracts were signed 



Richard Giordano: Wants the Government to help in solving the row Phcrtograph:FT 


when it was a monopoly and 
could be sure of selling the gas. 
It believes that because the 
Government decided to end 
the monopoly it should help to 
find a solution to the problem. 

The Department of Trade 
and Industry may allow for the 
levy through a provision in new 
licences for rival suppliers which 
need to use British Gas pipes. 
But a spokeswoman said that no 
decision had been taken. Should 
it be included, it would be as “an 
insurance policy" in case the 
industry failed to solve its own 
problems and would not neces- 
sarily mean that a levy would be 
introduced. 

The Gas Consumers' Coun- 
cil has attacked proposals for a 
levy on the grounds that the con- 
sumer would ultimately pay. 
Ian Pbwe, GCC director, said: 
“There are public issues at stake 
here. Whoever is responsible for 
the situation h is not the con- 
sumer and at this stage we must 
resist attempts to make cus- 
tomers pay." The council also 
waDfs the Government to forgo 
£1 70m in North Sea levies which 
British Gas pays each year. 


Beazer cries ‘foul’ over 
Trafalgar’s Ideal sale 


DAVID HELUER 

The fight for Ideal Homes 
looked set to escalate last night 
Beazer Homes, one of Britain’s 
biggest housebuilders claims it 
has been shut out of the bidding 
by Ideal's owners. Trafalgar 
House and is considering writ- 
ing to its shareholders in an at- 
tempt to block the deal. 

Trafalgar's favoured buyer 
for Ideal is Persimmon, which 
has been granted a period of ex- 
clusivity by Trafalgar House to 
put together an offer for the 
business 

Analysts believe it is pre- 
pared to pay around £156m - 
slightly above the £150xn book 
value of the business. Persimmon 
may also assume some of the 
housebuilding subsidiary's debts. 

City observers yesterday not- 
ed the close relationship be- 
tween Trafalgar House and 
Persimmon. Simon Keswick. 
Trafalgar' s chairman, is known 
to be friendly with Persimmon's 
chairman Duncan Davidson 


and his brother. Sir Chips 
Keswick, is a non-executive 
director of Persimmon and 
chairman of Hambros Bank. 

Sources close to Beazer 
Homes said that they could 
think of no rational business rea- 
son why Trafalgar House had 
not sat down to consider its bid. 

They said they would wait to 
see the final details of the Per- 
simmon offer before deciding 
what action to take. “It is pos- 
sible that the offer will be hard- 
ened now that our interest is 
publicly known. In such a case 
it will be interesting to see 
what effect this has on Persim- 
mon's shareholders," one 
source said. 

City analysts say Beazer may 
be prepared to pay between 
£160 and 170m for the Ideal 
Homes business, and a Beazer 
spokeswoman said this figure 
was “not unrealistic" 

Trafalgar House has already 
said that any offer by Persim- 
mon would be put before share- 
holders at an extraordinary 


general meeting. A spokesman 
said that the agreement with 
Persimmon offers a “highly sat- 
isfactory outcome" for the 
group. 

“A number of approaches 
for the Ideal Homes business 
were made and all were con- 
sidered very carefully. But the 
Persimmon deal was viewed as 
the best way forward for Trafal- 
gar House. 1 * 

Trafalgar needs a sale to 
reduce its borrowings - but its 
beleaguered shareholders will 
be hoping that it gets the high- 
est price possible for a division 
which contributes a sizeable 
part of the group’s UK profits. 

Housebuilding was the most 
profitable division for Trafalgar 
and made profits of £28.4m last 
year, of which the Ideal Homes 
subsidiary contributed £19m. 

A successful puchase for Per- 
simmon would make it one of 
the country’s leadingf house- 
builders but it will need to have 
a share issue to raise money for 
the deal 
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The world turned upside down 


When a company is in the business of sell- 
ing unit trusts, it has a vested interest in 
whipping up the enthusiasm of audiences 
at its presentations for the markets and 
sectors it has positions in. Even knowing 
that, however, nothing can quite prepare 
the innocent financial adviser for the evan- 
gelical onslaught of a GT Global sales 
pitch. 

Behind the tub-thumping drama, how- 
ever, yesterday's pitch to London’s fi- 
nancial community, the latest stop on a 
round -Britain roadshow, threw up a tor- 
rent of fascinating ideas for investors, one 
of the more thought-provoking of which 
was the proposition that the relationship 
between equities and gilts has shifted, if 
not permanently then for the foreseeable 
future. 

Inflation has shaped the investment 
landscape for so Jong now that it is hard 
to imagine a world where real assets such 
as houses and equities (that have a claim 
on the real assets of companies) do not 
sharply outperform paper ones such as 
bonds (gilts) and, particularly, cash. 

Since 1972 equities have on average 
increased in capital value by 1 per cent 
more than the rate of inflation, main- 
taining the real value of investments and 
then some. Gilts tty contrast have slumped 
in real terms, losing 90 per cent of their 
value in inflation-adjusted terms. 

Since the beginning of 1990, however, 
that familiar picture has been over- 
turned. Over the past five years, gilts have 
marginally outperformed equities (on a 
total return basis, which includes divi- 
dends). The effect has not been confined 
to the UK either - if anything the com- 
parison is even more striking on a global 
basis. 

Why should this be so? The answer ap- 
pears to lie in the impact of inflation on 
the returns of different assets. In the 10 
years from 1975 to 1985, inflation aver- 
aged 12 per cent a year and equities out- 


performed gilts by 13 percent a year. Dur- 
ing the following 10 years, however, in- 
flation was reined in to just 5 per cent a 
year on average and the outpenormance 
was reduced to just 4 per cent. If GT is 
right and inflation ends the year at just 
1.5 per cent (admittedly a tall order), gilts 
are likely to continue to be a relatively 
attractive investment for the first extended 
period in decades. 

But don’t write off equities. As Bob 
Farrell, Merrill Lynch’s senior investment 
adviser in New York, pointed out earli- 
er this week, demographic changes in the 
US have created one of the most unex- 
pected phenomena of the 1990s. In the 
past lOyeais, equities have increased from 
16 per cent of total household assets to 
32 per cent, a shift that has been one of 
the largest drivers of the Dow’s current 
bull run and especially of the share 
prices of US stockbrokers such as Merrill 
Lynch itself and Charles Schwab, the dis- 
count brokerage which last year took over 
our own Share Link. 

The reason for the increasing popularity 
of shares seems to be the US’s age pro- 
file. As the chart below shows, equity hold- 
ings appear to track the percentage of the 
workforce over the age of 35. In other 
words, older workers, fretting about re- 
tirement and the inadequacy of state pro- 
vision for the elderly have a tendency to 
put more of their money into long-term 
savings plans, mainly equities. 

The UK of course is not the US but it 
seems plausible that the same forces will 
drive equity holdings here up from the 
6 per cent of household assets they cur- 
rently represent to closer to the 18 per 
cent they reached in the late 1950s. 

That will be good news for stock mar- 
kets as a whole. Specifically, it will be 
good news over the next few years for 
the companies whose stock in trade is 
handling other people’s money. A 
portfolio of financial companies such as 


The world according to GT 
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Mercury Asset Management, M&G. 
King & Shaxon (which owns the broker 
Greig Middleton and Allied Provin- 
cial), BWD and Lloyds Abbey Life 
could be very rewarding for the re- 
mainder of the decade. 

Argos catches 
Nineties mood 

Argos, the catalogue retailer, has been true 
to its recent excellent form over the cru- 
cial Christmas selling period. Trading 
figures out yesterday showing a 14 per cent 
rise in sales for the five weeks ahead of 
the festive season have translated into an 
underlying increase of S per cent on like- 
for-tike store space. Even if not up with 
the double-figure growth recorded by 
Dixons and Carpe {right, these are im- 
pressive figures, particularly after strong 
Christmas performances in both 1993 and 
1994. 

But Axgos has been such a steady per- 
former that yesterday’s announcement sur- 
prised no one. Profits forecasts for the full 
year are therefore only being edged up or 
held at around £120m for last year, which 
would represent a 20 percent increase on 
1994. 

The company's formula of no-frills, 
value for money retailing just off the high 
street has really caught the mood of the 
cost-conscious Nineties. After a blip at the 
beginning of the decade, when profits 
slumped to £529m, Argos has grown 
steadily. And the formula still has a way 
to go before it reaches the whole country. 

The 370-strong chain of traditional 
stores has the potential to reach close to 
500, the company believes, while it reck- 
ons it could more than double the num- 
ber of superstores to between 100 and 120. 
It has also seen off the threat from dis- 
count clubs like CostCo and Warehouse 
Club and with low rental and labour costs 
well below high street rivals, it is well 
placed to keep them at bay. 

The main threat comes mom the£200m 
cash which is currently burning a hole in 
Algos's balance sheet. The company is 
keen to diversify, but shareholders will re- 
member the previous venture into furni- 
ture retailing, Chesterman, which left a 
£lZ5m hole in 1992’s figures. 

First Stop, a discount format currently 
on trial, has gone wcD in its first few weeks' 
trading, as have three mini-stores serving 
smaller populations. Chastened by its pre- 
vious experience, management is likely to 
be cautious about more adventurous ac- 
quisitions and might rather return cash to 
shareholders. But the shares, up 4p at 
565p, reflect the quality' on a prospective 
multiple of 21. Hold. 


Can our Business 
Deposit rates match 
the ‘Big Four’ banks? 
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Only if we lower them 


Compare the interest rates on our Businas Deposit accounts with 
any of the 'Big Four’ banks and youH notice one thing immediately. 
Ours are higher. 


TH6 COOPERATIVE BAMK BUSINESS DEPOSIT SERVICES ft CROSS RAT*. 

Balance Band 

Instant 

30 Day 

90 Day 

£500 - £9,999 

3J5 

3.75 

4.46 

£10,000 - £49,799 

3.93 

5 M 

5.15 

£50,000 - £249,999 

4.25 

US 

5.75 

QSbflOb* 

4.96 

5.75 

640 


Which means there is no more profitable home lor funds on 
bank deposit than The Co-operative Bank. 

With an instant Access account you can even have a Business 
Banking Cashard that gives you the easiest possible access to your 
funds 24 hours a day through 8,500 Link cash dispensers nationwide. 
Paying in b easy too. You can pay in through our network of deposit 
machines or use the freepost deposit envelopes we provide. 

You can choose your notice period - Instant, 30 day or 90 day. 
So why wait any longer to enjoy higher interest! Call us today. 


0800 323 323 

Call free quoting reference no. 97602 or post the coupon 


The COOPERATIVE BANK 


Why do business with one that isn’t? 


Pose DO The Co-operative Bank p-Lc_ FREEPOST (MRS 1 92), Manchester M I 9AZ or can free on 0800 323 323 (24 hours a day, 7 days a week). 
Name Position 


Organisation name. 


.Address. 


Postcode 


Phone number 


Are you? A limited company or society LJ A sole trader or partnership Tl A school _J An unincorporated miscellaneous organisation 
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market report/shares 


FT-SE 100 

3657.3 +2.4 
FT-SE 250 
4024.6 +9.3 
FT-SE 350 

1818.4 +1.8 

SEAQ VOLUME 
759.9m shares, 
29,811 bargains 
Gilts Index 
95.46 +0.13 
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Insecure London is unhinged by a volatile New York 


A S 0 N D J 


Shares were unhinged by a 
volatile New York. For much 
of the session the FT-SE 100 
index sported a double-figure 
gain and early US exuberance 
suggested Footsie would be en- 
couraged to end the day on a 
high note. 

In the event it managed a 
modest plus - 2.4 points. 

The stock market has been 
under the whip of Wall Street 
throughout the week. As 
American shares, particularly 
high-tech stocks, have wilted 
and the Dow Jones Average 
suffered sharp tails London Iras 
looked decidedly insecure. 

Footsie has managed to con- 
tain its fall to 47.2 points in of- 
ten busy trading. But it will not 
be able to display quite so 
much resilience if US shares 
continue to weaken. 

In the past year New York 
has comfortably outpaced Lon- 
don. prompting some observers 
to take Lhe view that the dose 
association between the two 


markets may be on the wane. 

However, although the gap 
has widened it seems it is stiu 
true that every time New York 
catches a cold then London 
shivers. 

'With mow-bound Washing- 
ton still unable to resolve the 
budget crisis and the move to 
kwer interest rates seemingly on 
hold, the prospects for a sharp 
New York revival look slim. 

Forte was again tiie most ac- 
tively traded blue chip with 
turnover put at 25.5 minion and 
theprice firming to 369p. 

The shares have been the 
play of arbitrageurs and the 
more nimble footed institutions 
this week. Many have now 
taken their profits and retired 

They are looking for the next 
round of bid action and insur- 
ances and supermarkets seem 
to be the favourites. 

GRE, unchanged at 26 lp, 
was restrained by Soci£t£ 
G6n6rale Strauss Turnbull sell 
advice but there are sugges- 
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tions It is in talks with BAT In- 
dustries, which originally want- 
ed the fund management side 
but has been persuaded to 
mount a bid for the company. 

Even the big supermarkets 
were for the first lime in a long 
while under the speculative 
gaze. Asda reached 1 14p, high- 
est since 1989. J Sainsbury 
gained 7Sp to 4Q4p and Argyll, 
the Safeway chain, 6.5p to 
3l2p. Win Morrison, one of the 
smaller groups which is no 
stranger to takeover specula- 
tion, put on 4p to 150p. 

Rumours continued to swirl 
around Forte. When Charles 
(now Lord) Forte successful- 
ly defended the group against 
Allied Domecqin the 1970s he 


and his friends moved into the 
market to bolster the defence. 
The Forte family has around 10 
per cent and may be tempted 
again to increase its stake. 
And the company has many 
supporters, including Whit- 
bread which hopes to buy its 
budget hotels and roadside 
restaurants. 

Christies International, the 
auctioneer where Bahamas- 
based Joseph Lewis has built 
a 25 per cem shareholding, fell 
9p to 291 p as the market was 
ruffled by an 800,000 overnight 
trade at 195p. 

MAI, on the Nat West Secu- 
rities break-up suggestion, 
added 12p to 342p. But the 
house unsettled the P&O 


building and shipping group. 

In what was generally a 
favourable research paper 
NatWest lowered its profit 
forecasts, with last year , cut 
£15m to £305m, this year from 
£360m to £3 20m and next 
from £4 10m to £360m; it left 
the shares down 13jp at 474p. 

Enterprise CKI gamed 13p to 
382p on a successful oQ test in 
southern Italy. With crude 
prices lower, other oils were 
mixed - British Petroleum and 
Shell moved in opposite 
directions. 

Costain, the hard pressed 
contractor, edged ahead to 
75p. Arab interests now ac- 
count for 37 per cent with 
Raymond International of Sau- 
di Arabia holding 18 per cent 
and Mobamed Abdulin ohsin 
Kharafi & Sons of Kuwait 19 
percenL 

Shandwick, the public rela- 
tions group, firmed to 41p as 
a $40m loan note placing re- 
moved worries of a cash call. 


The planned Lonrho d _e- 
mereer pushed the shares 3p 

E3£5 W5-5P w ££ 

house's unexpectedly d^Pj 

S&SjSida- 

4-5p to 296. ^ 

Some of the bio babes 

turned in lusty P erfofTO ^ c ‘’l' 
British Biotech rose 50p 10 
l,783p and Scotia 18p to 558p 
after 578p. ML Laboratories 

added 19p to ?79p 
Goldsmith shaded to 2Up. 
it would like to buy the Ernest 
Jones jewellery chain which 
parent Signet is offering for 
<i« It» as well as its H Samuel 
business. Signet's . 6 per cent 
preference snares rose 7.7?p to 
52L25p and the ordinary shares 
0-5p to 16,5p- 

Edge Properties, a special- 
ist developer of retail sheds 
which emerged out of the 
BDA property group, opened 
at 96p, moving to ItiOp. The re- 
verse takeover was struck at 
85p. 


TAKiSe STOCK 


n Dawson Holdings, a " ews_ 

SSSoMto «•**"■ 

KllfotiheSorrW^ 
nLson operation, has <3*- 

results yesterfayj^ped 
L20p to LOlOp. Profits fell 

Slmto£3i!nibutanencoar- 

U o trading statement and a 
Send lift cheered themar- 
ket Dawson has expanded m 
the US and Spain 3 “Mother 
deals are thought t0 ** l,a ^ er 

consideration. 

flCard Clear, which pro- 
duces equipment to beat 
credit card frauds, gamed 6p 
to 66p following a deal with 
Mobil. The petrol giant, with 
700 garages, is installing 
Card Clear’s anti-fraud sys- 
tem in most outlets. 
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hich she hes endured 

ATHLETICS: Britain’s leading lady is taking the first tentative steps back on track after a year R^wbottom reports 
the pain of serious injury as well as losing her world 400 metres hurdles record. Mine row 

Adversity brings maturity for Gunnell 


A single figure laps tie track 
at Crawley Stadium, ac- 
companied by the sound 
of lorries on the bypass and the 
harsh cries of seagulls drawn in- 
land by freezing weather as 
they wheel overhead. 

A crow waddles across the 
infield. More lorries pass. The 
wind chill factor, as the after- 
noon gives way to evening, is 
around -12C. The figure em- 
barks on another lap. 

The fates which carried Sal- 
ly Gunnell to Olympic, world, 
European and Commonwealth 
titles have brought her to this 
bleak place in an attempt to 
turn fortune's wheel full circle 
after a year-long plunge into in- 
jury which caused her to doubt 
whether she would compete 
again. 

The bone-chilling wind 
bears a clear imperative: go 
home,- get warm. But Gunnell 
sets her face against iL Atlanta 
calls, and she has promises to 
keep. 

Britain's most successful fe- 
male athlete of all time is quite 
different now to the giggly, oe- 


‘I was in tears 
every time I 
started to stride. 
I never thought 
I’d be in so 
much pain’ 


casionallv gauche character 
who made her breakthrough at 
400 metres hurdles in the 
Barcelona Olympics of 1992. 
The suffering of the last year, 
as much as die achievements 
of the previous three, have ef- 
fected the change. 

Gunnell's maturity has been 
well marked by Bruce Long- 
den. who has’ coached her 
throughout her career. “I have 
seen it for some time,'* he 
said. “Last year made her re- 
alise a lot more about herself, 
the trials and tribulations of it 
all. She has always been a 
tough character, but I think it 
has made her even tougher. It's 
a case of 'been there, done that’ 
for her. New she's been seri- 
ously injured, and come back. 

“Until she had her injury, 
everything had rolled along rel- 
atively smoothly for her. Sud- 
denly she found a large buffer 
in her way and she has had to 
deal with iL" 

The buffer in question 
emerged around this time last 
year. It was noL as was first 
feared, an Achilles tendon in- 
jury, but a growth of a bone 
spur in her nghl heel which was 
diagnosed belatedly and re- 
moved surgically in AugusL 
Dealing with iL however, was 
not as simple an operation. 

“First of all it was a matter 
of learning to walk again." 
Gunnell recalled. “H was real- 


% 



Safly Gunnell, who is ready to smile once more as she looks forward to the Olympics sifter the most excruciating 12 months of her career 


Jy weird to think that this per- 
son hobbling around was me." 

Her situation was not with- 
out its lighter moments - she 
chuckled as she recalled the 
presentation for a sports bra 
which she gave while on 
crutches. "In a way I think it 
worked in my favour, but 1 had 
to laugh at myself." 

But the laughter ceased in 
the autumn months after the 
crutches had been set aside. 
“That was the worst time for 
me," she said. “I had expect- 
ed to come out and start run- 
ning again straight away, but I 
seemed to be worse off. I 
thought “Eight months. For 


Christ’s sake, how long is this 
going to go on for?’ 

“I felt as if I'd been patient 
all summer and I was desper- 
ate to get on with it I would 
have a good day. and I would 
think ‘Yes!’ Then I would have 
a week when I would hurt 
again. I was in tears every 
lime I started to stride. I nev- 
er ever thought I’d be in so 
much pain." 

For the first time in her life, 
Gunnell was in the disturbing 
territory which so many tal- 
ented athletes have had to 
traverse. Roger Black could 
have told her about iL Derek 
Redmond could have told her 


about it. Liz McColgan could 
have told her about it. But in 
the end it is a place you have 
to visit, and leave, alone. 

The journey back has been 
long and fraught. Like any 
other athlete who has suffered 
serious injury, her outlook has 
altered. She runs where she can 
on grass to cushion the stress 
on her foot. And she has to 
make calculations about the 
relative softness of the tracks 
near her home outside 
Brighton. 

The derision to train at 
Crawley, for instance, had 
been prompted by her feeling 
that the surface at Horsham 


oadiuin which she has used for 
years was becoming a bit hard. 

Even getting on to the 
windswept track at Crawley 
was not straightforward. 
Locked gates frustrated her 
first attempi to enter the sta- 
dium. and the path back to the 
sports centre's reception was 
cordoned off with a crazed su- 
perabundance of tape which 
suggested the work of Gordon 
Brittas. 

Having gone the long way 
round to the main desk. Gun- 
nell struggled to make her re- 
quest for access heard above 
the screaming saws and echo- 
ing hammers of whatever ren- 


ovation work was in progress. 
You could not help thinking 
that Gunnell's exotic French ri- 
val. Marie-Jose Perec would 
not be encountering similar lo- 
cal difficulties at the Univer- 
sity of Irvine track in 
California. 

Gunnell has had more than 
enough time to contemplate 
her chances of retaining the 
Olympic 400m hurdles title 
this summer. P6rec Olympic 
and world 400m champion, 
finished her first full season of 
hurdling last year with a per- 
sonal best of 5321sec in only 
her sixth race - as compared 
with the world record of 52.74 


Photograph: David Ashdown 

which Gunnel] set in winning 
the 1993 world title. 

Since then, of course, that 
record has been lowered by 
Gunnell's American friend 
Kim Batten who, pushed to the 
line by her compatriot Tonja 
Buford, recorded 52.61 in last 
summer’s World Champi- 
onships at Gothenburg. 

The effect upon Gunnell was 
immediate - as part of the BBC 
commentary team in Sweden, 
she had to interview Batten as 
she came off the track. “I had 
so many questions I wanted to 
ask her, but 1 was also in 
shock," she recalled. “It was 
only later that night that I 


thought, ‘Ob God- That's your 
world record gone as«iL. 
What a bomber of 

She is in no doubt that the - 
rJord is due to be lowered 
again in Atlanta, espeoaDM 
shej^rec. Batten and Buford 

ar ^Tbere is no doubt the world 

xwordisgoingtogoaganushe 

said. “I think it is m Facet 
mind, and Tm sure she * «- 
pable of it But I also dunk 
Kim, Tonja and myself can jto 
iL There are four of us. ana if 
we are all fit it is going to be a 

great race - so long asl .can 
come out on top. And I believe 
rm capable of doing it. Tecb- 
rricafly I really believe T m bel- 
ter than the others." 

Ultimately, each athlete 
concentrates on herself -and 
Gunnell is now in Stellen- 
bosch to train in conditions a 
climatic world away from 
Crawley. It is here that she wi 11 
do her first serious hurdling. 

“You don’t ever forget hpw 
to hurdle after doing it for so 
long,” she said. Even so, she is 
pushed to recall the last time 

‘I think this year 
off was meant to 
be. If you can’t 
do something you 
love, you want it 
back badly 1 


she raced competitively over 
the hurdles - 9 September, 
1994, when she won in the 
IAAF World Cup final at Crys- 
tal Palace. 

A year and a half ago in. 
He lsinki, shortly before she 
completed her set of interna- 
tional titles by winning the 
European Championships; 
Gunnell sal underneath a stat- 
ue of Finland's legendary ath- 
lete Lasse Wen and spoke 
about the difficulty of finding 
new goals to pursue. The truth 
was that she was the besL She 
had done ft ah. 

.-.It is tempting la speculate 
that,, at a subconscious level, 
the only challenge she had 
left was injury. She does not 
concur with such a hypothesis, 
but acknowledges that her 
problem may have been exac- 
erbated by her attempts , to . 
push herself even harder in *■. 
training. 

‘1 must admit," she. Said, 
“that last January I was on that 
fine line of being the fittest I’ve 
ever been and_” She pausedfor 
a moment, mentally taking in - 
her trials of the lastl2 iix)mbs, 
"As I look at it now," she went 
on, “I think this year off was. 
meant to be. When you can’t do ' 
something you love, you want ' 
it back badly." If Olympic titles 
were awarded for desire and de- 
termination, GunneD could al- 
ready count cm a second gold. ' ' 



QUESTIONS OF SPORT CLAIM COUPON 

Saturday 13 January 1996 
To claim prizes up to £5 

DO NOT PHONE 

Taka this coupon to any of the participating 
Newsagents listed who will give you your prize 
instantly. 


I NAME 


■ ADDRESS 


; POSTCODE TELEPHONE 

To the Newsagent: Please check the card is 
correct and give the reader the value of their 
prize. Send this coupon or details supplied on 
plain paper together with the winning card to 
your head office for foil redemption. 


£40,000 to be won 




In your paper today you will find another Questions Of Sport 
multi-choice scratch card which, if you answer three sporting 
questions correctly, gives you the chance of an instant cash 
prize from £1 to £1,000. 

You don’t have to be an obsessive fan to play - a good general 
sporting knowledge should suffice. But remember, you only get 
one chance to answer each question, so if you are in any 
doubt, check it out 

The card contains eight games so you can play daily from today 
through till Friday 19 January. 

And as well as the daily instant cash prizes there is a weekly 
accumulator prize of £5,000. 

The Independent on Sunday tomorrow features two games 
giving you two chances to win. 



HOW TO PLAY 

Today we are playing the section of the card 
dated Saturday 13 January. Below are three 
sporting questions, each with three posable 
answers coded as A, B and C. Scratch off your . 
answer to Question One, either A,B or C In the 
Q1 column then repeat for Q2 and Q3. 

THE QUESTIONS 

Q1 Which of the following is an ice hockey 
term referring to play being re-started? 

A: Face off 
B: Hit off 
C: Bully off 

Q2 How many points does it take to win a 
single table tennis game, assuming scores 
are not level? 

A: 21 
B: 15 
C: 10 

Q3 Willed cricketer holds the record for 
the highest number of runs scored in a 
single Test Innings? 

A: Graham Gooch 
B: Brian Lara 
C: Viv Richards 

RULES 

1. No purchase necessary. Cards are freely available 
from newsagents or by sending a large see to: 
Independent Questions Of Sport Card Request, PO Box 
41, Blackoum X, BB2 6AG. One card per request. 

2. The prizes for each game will be awarded to the 
player or pfayere making a successful claim. 

3. All claims are subject to scrutiny and cards must 
be intact to be eligible for a prize. Cards with printing 
errors are void. 

4. Winners must agree to the publication of their 
names and photographs In The Independent and the 
Independent on Sunday. 




IMPORTANT • 

Scratch off ONE letter only for each question.*- : 

If you reveal three identical cash amounts aojantf!' 
one game section on any one day, you win that:;-?* 
amount After you bdve^ played the last gam&prK'* 
your card, total the cash amounts you have . ’ ‘ ' 
revealed. If your total is £5,000 you wirTor : $h^6. 
the £5.000 accumulator prize. ' - ■ : •; jT- 

HOWTO CLAIM * 

IF you have revealed three identical cash • • 

amounts of £5 or under, DO NOT PHONE. Take ' 
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your name and address on it PLUS the relevant.'; 
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listed below. TT ~ ;■ 

*5, phone 01254.683686 (ftsfr- 
Republic 0044 1254 683666) between " 
10.30am and 4pm Monday to Saturday. v - • ' 7\ 
Participating newsagents: WH Smith, John ~'* ’ 
Mertoes Forbuoys, MartinsfftS McCol|,Oiltons M v > 
Gibbs^ Macs. Supercigs, United News Shops;. 

Star News, K Balfour. Eason, GT News, • 
PBpereham - Village Store, Paper Shop. . ’ 
if you have any difficulty redeeming your catd:^.". 
and coupon for a prize send both to;. V ! 

6qg& 0fSwt Wjf 

5. Should more prizes be claimed than aebiafiabfe ■' • 

-K5S3S5T ,eason - a **• ; 

6. Persons under 16 years old. employees of 

Newspaper Publishing pfc.. Minor Group,. Eurbprlflt ■ ■ 

PfomMons ^Newspaper PmSR8SB^ : ^. 
agents, their agents and families are wSkiiwedta 
piay. . 

l£*£3*2 *** iK ** are final in all 
entered mto^ ^ meS ’ ^ COrTes P Q ndence c8n : be 

jL r S5K er Pu P hmg Pte reserve theright to stbp- 

the game at any time and change the conditions. >• - 
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L TROPHY FINAL: Wigan look to a slick exponent of traditional hooking skills to oil the machine against St Helens 

Reliability Hughes is 

is HalTs facing hard 


hallmark 


Dave Hadfield assesses a relatively 
unsung powerhouse whose sKlre 
vrtal for more high-profile team mates 


W igan’s team will always 
include players con- 
siderably more eye- 
< 2 tchmg chan Marlin Hall, but 
there is an argument for nom- 
inating the hooker who plavs 
against St Helens in the Regal 
final today as the glue 
that holds the whole thine 
togeLher The good news this 
week for both Hall and Wigan 
is that the glue is sticking with 
the club, at least for the first 


Super League season. 
Hall had been 


Hall had been due to join 
the Australian Rugby League 
when his current contract 
expires in June. However, in 
the first concession of its type, 
the ARL have decided to let 
him play out the season at 
Wigan. 

“It’s what Wigan wanted 
and it's what I wanted and I’m 
delighted that the ARL have 
decided to let me cany on at 
Central Park for the time 
being.” HaD said. “It’s a weight 
off my mind, although I’m 
still looking forward to going 
to Australia in 1997." 

It could simply be that the 
ARL are having trouble placing 
a specialist hooker who, u nlike 
many other Wigan players, is 
not particularly well-known on 
the other side of the world. If 
clubs there were more fully 
aware of what he has to offer, 
the .ARL attitude might not be 
so generous. 

Tike fast week's semi-final 
against Leeds, for instance. 
There were top drawer con- 
tributions from high-profile 
players like Shaun Edwards 
and Gary Connolly, but 
the choice for man of the 
match - and a popular one at 
that - was Hall. Not only had 
he popped up with the first try, 
blowing open what had been 
for 20 minutes a tight contest, 
but his work-rate throughout 
bad been a major strand in the 
way Wigan capitalised on that 
advantage. 

Even when official recog- 
nition does not come his way, 
the Wigan coach, Graeme 
West, and team-mates like 
Edwards frequently go out of 


their way to highlight his con- 
tribution: a team man, for 
whom glue is just one analogy, 
the oil in the engine being 
another. And yet Hall’s posi- 
tion at Wigan has never been 
the most secure. 

Originally signed from 
Rochdale Hornets almost 
exactly three years ago as an 
understudy to the then Great 
Britain hooker, Martin Der- 
mott, Hall got his chance to 
establish himself in the first 
team because of the other 
Dermott's dreadful run of in- 
juries. Even then, there were 
some, inside and outside the 
club, who hankered for Der- 
mott’s creative skills as al- 
most an extra half-back, rather 
than Hall’s more direct 
approach. 

Dermott is now fully fit 
again and lurking o minousl y 
on the substitutes' bench, his 
breath on the back of Hall’s 
neck. But that is Wigan for 
you; there is usually a tempting 
alternative waiting in the wings 
if your form dips below the ex- 
cellent for a week or two. 
“There’s always competition 
for places - you accept that," 
Hail said. 

If he was the sort to suffer 
from insecurity, he would also 
have noted with concern that 
Wigan were instantly linked 
with the Halifax hooker, Paul 


Rowley, when he was put on 
the transfer list at £250,000 List 
month. Wigan were quick to 
stress that they were more than 
happy with their hooking 
situation, but the way tbe 
rumour mill immediately 
whirred into action under- 
lined the inevitable lack of any 
long-term guarantees. 

Hall comes from a subtly 
different school of hooking 
from the mercurialRowley or 
today’s opponent. Saints’ 
Keiron Cunningham. Both of 
those players are capable of 
doing things that would have 
been unthinkable for hookers 
a decade ago. Bee going ahnost 
the length of the field for a solo 
try - as Cunningham did 
against Warrington on Sunday. 



decisions 


On ffte ball: Martin Hail, the Wigan hooter, demonstrates a safe pair of hands 


Photograph: Neal Simpson 


Hall will not do that. But he 
will be there to support a half- 
break and keep a move flowing 
when it would otherwise die. He 
is often the one player to read 
a surprise thrust through a de- 
fence by Edwards or Henry 
foul and the one who gets there 
to give hhn the options be needs 


Hall and Cunningham are 
not just opponents in dub 
rugby, they also have what Hall 
calk “a friendly rivalry” for the 
hooker’s shirt in the Welsh 
side. Not that there is anything 
very obviously Welsh about the 
Oldham-bom Hall, who threw 
in his Jot with Wales as part of 


(he mass defection by the entire 
Wigan front row. 

Hall kept Cunningham -eight 
years his junior - at bay during 
last autumn's World Cup. In the 
process, he showed that he can 
prosper at international level as 
well as on the big domestic 
occasion for Wigan. 


On another in the endless 
series of those occasions, at 
Huddersfield this afternoon, 
he can show that he is hall- 
marked by his own particular 


qualities, whether he is playing 
for Wigan, WaJes or some club. 


for Wigan, Wales or some club, 
as yet unnamed, in New South 
Wales. 


The St Helens coach, Eric 
Hughes, faces not just one but 
a series of difficult decisions to- 
day when he finalises his side 
to meet Wigan at Huddersfield 
for the Regal Trophy, writes 
Dave Hadfield. It is upon 
getting those decisions right 
that Saints’ chances of up- 
staging Wigan in this after- 
noon's final depend. 

Although all the dub's in- 
jury victims have been officially 
pronounced fit and available 
for selection, it is quite another 
thing to be confident that they 
can come through a final 
unscathed. With only two sub- 
stitutes allowed in cup com- 
petitions. there ts a limit to tbe 
number of risks Hughes can 
take, which could mean that 
the prop Adam Fogerty wfllbe 
left out 

Fbgerty was hobbling and 
wincing on a knee earlier in the 
week in a manner that sug- 
gested it would be months 
rather than days before he was 
fully functional. But, then 
again, he is an actor - with 
roles in Coronation Street and 
Heartbeat to his credit - so per- 
haps there was method in bis 
malady. 

The other thorny problem 
concerns Paul Newlove. The 
temptation to indude him, now 
that he is fit to train on his dam- 
aged foot, is obvious, because 
he is a genuine match-winner. 
But his injury is not the sort that 
can be strapped up very effec- 
tively and for him to break 
down, as he could, early in the 
game would be a major psy- 
chological and tactical blow. 

One factor that has to be 
taken into consideration is 
the form of the player who 
would fill in for him. In the 
case of Andy Northey, that 
form is excellent and letting 
him cany on looks a better bet 
than gambling on even such an 
exceptional talent as Newlove. 

Much the same applies to 
Anthony Sullivan, who is 
second only to Martin Offiah 
as a try-scorer this season, 
but who has been out with a 
calf injury since 20 December. 
Again the quality of the 
replacement is worth con- 
sidering, as Danny Arnold is 
the most impressive rookie to 
emerge this season. 


Green Bay carry hopes of traditionalists and neutrals 


American football 


MATT TENCH 


It is not just the hopes of Wis- 
consin that tbe Green Bay 
Packers will cany with them into 
Texas Stadium tomorrow. For 
the sport's traditionalists, not to 
mention its sentimentalists, 
their appearance in the NFC 
Championship game gives what 
promises to be an enthralling 
encounter with the Dallas Cow- 
boys a special poignancy. 


Unlike most of their NFL 
brethren, the Pack’s history dates 
hack to the origins of the pro- 
fessional game. Formed in 1919, 
they began as the works team for 
the Indian Packing Company of 
Green Bay and, to further set 
them apart, have played in the 
same town, under the same 
name, ever since. 

In a sport, perhaps a nation, 
where changes a constant, snch 
continuity is accorded a special 
reverence, and there will be no 
shortage of armchair enthusiasts 


rooting for the green and yellow 
come kick-off time tomorrow. 

Despite dominating the Thir- 
ties and the Sixties, the Packers' 
appearance in what is effectively 
a Super Bowl semi-final is a sur- 
prise. The smallest town to sus- 
tain a professional franchise. 
Green Bay has grown accus- 
tomed in die last two decades 
to seeing its team locked in the 
basement of the NFC Central. 

Only in the Iasi couple of 
years, under the daring stew- 
ardship of the bead coach Mike 


Holmgren, have the ftcfcers and 
their fanatical fans been able to 
aspire to anything like their for- 
mer glories. Holmgren, who 
was the offensive co-ordinator 
in San Francisco, brought the 
West Coast offense with him, 
and has successfully established 
it in the harsher climes of the 
Great Lakes. 

The key to doing so has been 
the performances of Brett 
Havre. There was a time when 
Favre was regarded as a 
quarterback who could lose 


you games- In the last couple of 
seasons he has been winning 
plenty of them. 

Favre 's devastating form this 
season presents the biggest 
threat to a Cowboy side that has 
a formidable recent record 
against the fock, and has a bet- 
ter balanced attack which in- 
cludes the phenomenal rushing 
skills of Em mitt Smith. 

The Packers will be looking 
to their brilliant defensive end 
Reggie White to disrupt that 
offense, but his preparation for 


tbe game has been over- 
shadowed by far more serious 
events off the field. 

White is the pastor of a 
church in Knoxville, Tennessee. 
Od Monday it was burned to tbe 
ground, with racist slogans 
daubed on the back door. “The 
only thing I’m upset about is 
maybe our police department is 
not taking this thing serious 
enough," White said. 


groups, more people are going to 
efie. 1 think until tins country starts 


“It’s time to stop sweeping 
this stuff under the nig. If we 
don’t do something about these 


(fie. 1 think until this country starts 
dealing strongly with these or- 
ganisations that are doing tbdngs 
like this, we’re going to continue 
to have these problems." 

For White the game can only 
be a brutal distraction, but we 
can be sure that he will go into 
it with the words of one Green 
Bay legend ringing in his ears. 
~ Winning isn't everything," said 
Vince Lombardi, the head 
coach of the Sixties’ 
dynasty. “It is the only thing." 


TODAY 


Football 

Matches not cn pools coupons; 

3.0 un/ess stated 

GM VMJXHALi. COHERENCE 

Altrinc ha m v Slough — .... 

Bath City v IWfoftf — 

Dagenham v Southport 

Gateshead v Rgn t w oagi . .... . 

Hadnesford v Northwtch 

Kettering v Dover — ... 

Kidderminster v Macclesfield ___ 
Morecamba v Woldng- - - - 

Runcorn v BanugiWB — - 

Stevena&B v HaBtax 

Weffinfi v Stalyfaridge 

fa CARLSBERG ttSB Fourth round: Brtflg 
v Bedimfom Temers; Burgess HR v Collier 
Rav; Convey bland vGodaston: GMchestaf 
v Themesmead <3-30); CWtwrae v WSjwi- 
na& DBS v Bansteau; Durham v Befoer FS»- 
ron v Dunsffln FB; Lye v Barwell; lynrrtngton 
v Tonwrit (1-30); North Ftemby vAnstey No- 
mads: Rautofl Rowers vMangcssteid; Roun- 
ds v Taunton; Uaflort v Sett* Windsor and 
Emn v Fteaoertaven and TeKcomoe; W/uen- 
noe v Aveiey. 

K3S LEAGUE Pframtor 
v Hamw Borough: Behop s StortfonJy Dul- 
*Kh; Boreham Wood v MotesM Carehaton 

uYbadriffChertseyvPiffteec&iiieWvSut- 

an Uu; Grays vWsKon and Henham; Hayes 
v Hendon; Hitchin v Wwrit Jmmn » 
Bronvev: St Afcafts v Worthing, first DWt* 
■ton; Abingdon Town v Rusllp M anor; Bar- 
lon Bore* * AMorahot Town; SerMiamsMd 

vW)Mdeafe;He«xiclgeSwTfts«Bari«ig:lfiy- 

am Rawartf v tioffur Regs: **Kldflh»d v 
Mafow Oxford Cffy v UdnSK Sabas v Che- 
ster*.- Thame v BMericsf. WembleyvBas- 
■igsttfe; U&tonfl&n v footing and mtenam. 
Second Division: Bedford v OwshunC 
Bradrafl v Datong Edgwre v Warn Ej?vani 
v Tlfcjury; Hampton v Chalfor* St PM Art 
Hurgertarl v Saffron u&fosn: teatfwftaad 

«VWinam:MefoipoManPBtc 6 vHenigtHenp- 

sa&cr. ThW Division: Cove v£ast Ihurocfc 
Ractacfl Hearn v Ctepon; HarefeMy Hot- 
sham Hartcw v lepton: Hertford v Epsom 
and BveU; Levies v Kmgsdmy; Norttwjfod v 
Hornchurch; Wingate and fincWey v Tnng. 
UN80HD LEAGUE Promior DMsioK Ac- 
rnngrnn Stanley v Leek: Banwr v Gutteieyi 
Bfyth Spartans v Bamhet B oston Uto 

v Cotorer. Bay; Burton « ftrc£tey; Chptte> v 
Saermyrraor Droyfsden v Matt*: 

Wwwstey, Gams&orou^i Tnnity v Mam*: 
Wnsford v Hwte mo: Wtton ABwn v Bsh- 
00 AuCKand- First Division: Aifteon v Lan- 
caster; Ashton Utd * Eastwood Town: 
Atherton LPvWhrJev 3ay. Bradfefo Ww*- 
enue V Harrogate fo«n: CcngWon « »»■ 
nngton; Curaxi fcf.tefi v Grecia: urra 
Harrow v Leigh fiMl; Uwoin lUtd vWtaV 

tttffurt; K etfwrtKW v WorHscp; Rsttrtte Bor- 
oupiwFarSeyCetDC. 

&EA2ES HOMES LEAGUE Premfor Divi- 
aloo: Aiheisione v RusWen & Demcmds: 
Burton Alban* BaMadc Camtndge Ghj; 
HaSraonen Town; Chelmsford * Saftutl 


.□gJUXi ywQuaqm , — 

b&rttoh wpttEes 

~4efi£te.«d y. vtestftfeKi 
9itep^sfetfoftf.Agon yw*__ 


!» forest cSouttWT>ptor7___. 

V SlaCttft0TU_^...._, — ■ 

IMttyifefiesd^vljvetpoof __ 

foanwNfonr^ssterCity_ 

aGHY«SURAM=El£AGI£ 


3jB Bradford City v Bri^foab 

37 Bristol City v Crewe 

IB Bumtoy vSeocfcport — — 

39 Cartsie v ChesterSetd — ■ 

20tteCnyv Rotherham 

21 OxfoftL UTd v Brentford 

.22 PatBrtmvuA v Boutnemoudi.. 

23 Swansea v Bristol Rovers.^- 

24Wafea8 vShnfMbmy 

2S Wroshem v BacJipooi _ — 

2B Wycombe » Notts Coudy-~~.. 
27\farHvS«rdon 


tPatecev ipawch' 


i Urtoav Southend 
t>MSh»«8ffvPortVae 

Ibldtewi vB&msiey ^ — 

jfcTfortsmoutfiva&nsfcy : — 

SStottevteiceaer — - .. 

4-lfBnmeiB » Sheftekt Old .... 

$ Watford vHuddeisSetd 

• -West Brornvwch v-Wtohes 


TMRDDMSKW . 

\2B Chester v Buy 

29 Col c he a ar.v Barnet. 

30 Ooncsster y Ttoqu^ 

31S<et& v HartJepoo) i — 

.32 RJham v Scartxnou^r 

'33GWngpamvLaTOfo City 

34 Hereford v Carnbridgs utd — 
,3SLeyton0dwttv»ife«al«eld_..__ 

36 Northampton vCantfi. 

37 Preston v FHymoutti — 


39 Sairrthorpe v Wigan — 

BEttS SCOntSHI LEAGUE ' 

PREMER DIVISION 

4D Hearts v Falhfor /- 

41 KamdrnocKv HSUeiTia) 

42 Motheiwaii v Pamck 

43 Rangers v forth 

HRST DIVISION ■ 

44 Dumbarton v Atadrie 

45 Cfondee Utd v StAhrrwy^^^^.i 

46£hriterinI&ievCWet«n»(— : : 

47. -Morton v Dundee 

4 8 Hampton v St Johnstone j. 


54 ABoa v Cofodoniwi Thbde 

SB Arbmath v East SMng 

' 56 Umgston v Attson — — ; — 

57 Queen's fork v Brechin 

58 KD68 Corner v Cowitenbeath ........ 

IBMBtrrs SCOTTISH CUP . 
SSCmO-ROOte REPUSfS 

-. Annan v.Benvick Rangers (1.30).. _ 

- East Rte v Spartans ....... 

' - Ftasertiu^i v Whiteffl Weifere..— 

— ffeth vDereromate 


Basketball 

7UP TROPHY RNAL Lonoon Town v W 0 r- 
tMRg Bears (TSSt (at NEC. Bfnrfngharn). 
BUOWffiBeR LEAGUE: Oerty Stnrmv Lewes- 
or RktoS ( 8 . 0 ). 

CLASSIC COLA MEN’S NATIONAL TROPHY 
Quarter'- rtnata: CMtem v Crystal Palace 
(8.0); SrocKton v Cardiff 1330). 


NATIONAL LEAGUE Men's Ftat DMskn Buy 

•rOktwm and Rochoata <730i. Sacood » 
vWoo; Costord v South Bonk (6.0): Croydon 
v SMvttn ROj; Norttiampnn v Sheffield »jO). 
CLASSIC COLA WOMEN'S NATIONAL CUP 
Quarter-final: SpeWone » Sheffield (6.0) 
WOMENS NATIONAL TROPHY Quarter-S- 
naiK LDU0»borough vQyrtar Palace (3.1S): 
Manchesw v Doncaster (4.0): Wlntf w 
Leiceswr f4.0). 


SBCOTO DMSUN 

49 Berxick v forfar ; f 

50 C3yde v Stenhousemutr 

51 East Rfe v Queen of South ~..t 

52 Moraose v-tyt 

53 Stranraer v'StirfinS 

t Matches poKponed due to Teonemr s 
' Scothsh Cup reptays (Pools panel to ad- 
jucficate). ■ 


3.0 unless stated ‘ 
nGAfOJNGPREI6ER9«P. - . 
Coventry City v Newcastle Utd (4.0 .... 
ENDSLEJGH 9&URAMCBLEAEA& 
FIRST DIVISION r _ ' 

Krmlr^arQ v^hartton 

Sundertand v Norvrich_^ : 

Bars SCOTTISH UEAGtC 
PREMER DIVISION - 
Aberdeen y Cehie — 


row v (foncaster (230); Bramley v Hwortri; 
Cartale v West Bowing p.Cij; Chadey v Thai- 
to Hearc H&teSO v W«J Hull; HU( X n rEast- 
moor(2.3G): HmlatvSMaurti (330r; La^i 
v Eewnoru Smnton vThomft*; Ywfc v Lock 
lane 13.15). 

STONES CENTENARY CHAMPIOKSHP: Hfl(- 

itax v Wtemnswr Mtortangion v OWiam. Hrst 
DMaion: Dewabuy v Wfttetaen; Hull v 
VJMnes 13J5); KeifiWey v Badey ai5j; 
RocfiCaSe w Featf>eisir>oe; Watefiold w Saltort 


Rangers: Gloucester v Merthyr Tydfil; 
Gravesend and Nonhffeet v Cherrerff ia m; 
Hastir« 5 vVSRugby:Ne«partAFCYCiaiw- 
kw; Satebuyv teKfey Roes Sutuy fowl 
v Dorchester; Wbrcesierv Hiesroa ACdtand 
Dtviston: Bedwxth v Grand or itBridpunh 
v Rothwell; Buy fowl v Bdsxon; Wndday 
fowl v Dudley; Haig's I 41 W V So&hun Bor- 
ough; Moor Green v Evesham: Paget 
ftenaersvl'MieBron Borough: fiCWftrwcfi 
v Buddngiam fowc RedrltUiv Sutton Coc- 
ftett Sfourtrtd^ V LfiicesW Utt fomwonh 
vtobw Southern KviahW BasteeyvEmh 
&BeherteKCmdeifordwfort>nfl0B:CIe«- 
don v Forest Green Rowre; Newport fldW) 
vfohenforKvHaancfoMn^svBafo- 
tree; *A&tertorw«e v Marasre: Weswwu- 
per-Mare v Ashford: Weymouth v Rest; 
Wmey vSffflrtgl»«n« ^ v Farehan. 
yvtNSTOtaXAD KENT LEAGUE First Wvi- 
aIor; Comthian v CarBBrtJiiry: OatenNIv 
Hvthe (2J.5): forersham vSheppey: ftlte- 
suoe eweta v Cray wanderers; Rarrspte 
v Beckenham; Siada Green v Deal. 

UWET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE first »- 
vhtottCrowttrou^ivFWtWd: Eastbourne 
■fowo v Onerrer. Haibham v Amndel; Hor- 
sham TMCA v Sfwetam; M3p Wc v Three 
Bridges'. Oatotood w Stamco: fogiam * 
langvy Sficns; Soimwtt v WTMtonawfc. 
MORfflERNCOUNIBSEASTLEAGIHfoe- 
mto- DMsIbk Amntwrpe Wettere v Osk 
umk Derate v Pstams GSasshouffron 
Vrtdare v Ashfieid: Hucknail y Hs»eld iMasi: 

to&Bwe: EssottMd HanSw v Oacpod 
itoSs- HoBtar Old Bovs v ftamen; Ma:re 
Raij vSkefrneisdaie: fctoMey v St Haens. 
Nmtasle Town e BooSe: Preaat v SaforK 

Rc£sendaie V G^asop North End. 


JEWSON EASTHW LEAGUE Premier DT- 
vbaen: Clacton v Fefastewe: Comard « 
Haffleigx Fakenham v Ne w ma riet Great 
'ferrrtfxnh v Soham; Halstead v Wisbech: 
Stownartet v March; Tiptree v Mtoodondge; 
WWaxi v Harwch and Partrestsjn; Wmxharn 
vSudbuyfowi. 

HEREVWRD UNTTH) COUNTIES LEAGUE 
Premier Dhrisoic Sossn fown v tong BuA- 
by. Desbonx^> v Mntees Biackstcna: Ey- 
nrebury w Bourne: Newport fo 0 iea v StottaK): 
NonhanptDn SoencervSL Core?: Patton v 
Kofoeach; Stamford v Cogenhoe; Weftng- 
boough v Spattng; tfftxsto n v St Meets. 
GREAT KILLS LEAGUE Pleader Division: 
BaoawU v Bgnaaole; Chisoentom v Bns- 
Imgaru Frame v Creaari: ttld Down v Q- 
more; Twerton v BYSat Westouy v Bretol 
Mmor Farm, Les Prwiips Cuo: Ssfoo Sut- 
ter v Emwj*. 

FEDERATION BREWERY NORTHERN 
LEAGUE First DmBkvECheser-le-Stnietv 
Wutby; EfpieWn v Crcsfc Feryf.ilJ y Sning- 
ham Syrftsta: RWon vVfea run an* rim 
N ewcasde v Gueboroi^t: Seaham Rec sa 
v ShiWon: Tow m* v Srocktcn; Vihrckham 
vConsec 

KTE 8 UK EXPRESS ISLAND ALLIANCE 
Boleha! v Boi-nae Chasetown v Hnadte 
ASUeoc; Hr,ve!5i6y v SSsr at fo (stars v 
Oldt ury. Fxests v Siepshed; Straford v 
Stape«*fll: was MaSands PoSce » ShinaL 
PRESS AND HIGHLAND HIGHLAND 
LEAGUE- Cachnaaiddin vCove fter.gere; 
Hucdy v for Wii3rp; Naim County V Brora 
Han^s ?ne±ffid ^ B-jfiie TfisCe. 
SiQRNOFF BBSH LEAGUE Premfor Ohrt- 
ahn: A.-ds v tEcavOh: Gfonwrar vBanpn: 
Lrtiett vCus a ae-s foado wn v Ciforuce. 
First Dr.susrj CiT* Rargts v Qrrajf; Col 
erante -■ Dsc.’Vy: Lare r SaBycSara Com- 
rades: tews SaTyrrtera. 


LEAGUE OFVMLESe AberysovyUi v Uansarsf- 
frard; Barry v Connah’s Quay Nomads 
(2.30): Bran Feny v Conwy; Caernarfon v 
Porthmadog; Cemaes Bay v Inter Cardiff: 
Ownbian vAta n Lrdo; Rmt vUanefll; New- 
town v Caeraws (2-30): Rhyl v Ton Pentre. 
DU HASP LAGER CUP First roondr Cbbh 
RamWert v SUgO Rovers (7.45); Finn Haps 
v Longford (7 JO). 

WON MSURANCE CttBMAnON FhSt K- 
visfor: Arsenal v Swmdoa 


Swansea v NwrbndgB. Swond Dkrislm 
Aheieynon vCaopMy. Borymaen v Uaruovoy; 
Crass Keys » South Wales Pofcee: Uanharen v 
Tenby Uid; Pontypod v Dunvant; Ysoad®rtes 


RitfvLeBgM 

iEQAL TROPHY Final: St Helens * Wigan 
(3-01 fat Alfred Moupfoe Stadium, Hudders- 
field). 


Rugby Union 

2 JO unless szarao 

COURAGE CUBS GMMPfONSMP Nation- 
a) leaglHi One: OneO v Saracens 12.15). 
National league Wra: London Khv London 
Scrxtish QD): Notunflorn w Nwcasde Gos- 
fonh {3.0J; WatefieW v Btadmeath 150 Wa- 
tertoo v Bedford (2.15). National Laagie 
Three Coieftoy r Mortey (3.01: Harrogate v 


TENNENTS SCOTTISH REGIONAL LEAGUE 
East One: Borou^imur y Curde (2.0/; EOm- 
bui^i Wndis « Watsonnns (2.0): Haadmgmn 
y fltfgar (2.0): Muaselburgi v Preston uwge 

(2.0) . East Two: Ctreforpteia v Stewanr Me( 
B> (2.0): Dundee HSFP v KrtcaUy (2.0); 

Grar^mouditf Gordomans (2.0); Hbiws FP 
v Edmtu#i Acads (2D). Sooth: Ke*so v Haw- 
ick 12.01: Malrase v Lar&otn i2-0>; Peebles 
v OD); SefMvGeta &0i. West 

Gkisg* Acads v Saseow Southern (2.0): Krt- 
mamoAv ttf I2.0i; Stming CouWr v Gbsawr 
W (2.0): west o( Scotland y Wecwnstwe 
R- 0 ). 

CLUB MATCHES: &isiof v Qoucester G.01; 
Harlequins v Lo^tborough Unrvere |3U)>: 
Letester v Oasepm Dsmct I3.0J: Mosefoy v 
West HsrtepooT i3.0>; Northampton v Bath 

(3.0) ; CheAenham v Matson; Uanelt v Aber- 
avon. 


Ice h ockey 

BRITISH LEAGUE Premier DtvisiOK Bas 
lr«aolie Bison v Newcasoe Warners (630); 
Fife Flyers v Nottingham Pamners (7.15 i; 
Sheffield Steelers y Durham nvssps r7.0i; 
Soutfi Jets v Mfficn Keynes (030). Rat 

DMskm: Bltoi^iam Bombers v Munayfieid 
Royals (6L30>: Bracknell Bees v Guldtoo 
Fternes (6.0); Dunfoes 8order Viangs v Swuv 
don Wldcais [7 JO); Pas ley pirates y Man- 
chester Siorm (7,0): Peiertwouffi Brates v 
Medway Bears 15.30); Teltom Tigers v Soii- 
hul Barons (7.30). 


Hockey 

SECOND TESY: Great Britain v Malays^ 12.0) 
rar Beham Aboeyi. 

EAST UNDER 21 COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP 
(Dcreftam): Norfolk v Combs (10.0); Esse* 
v S uflofc (12.0): ones v Norfolk (12.0/; Herts 
v Essex (1-30): Suffo* v Lines (L30i; Cmfos 
v Hens (3.0). 

FRENDLY MATCH: Letcfcworui v Sean Her- 
«y XI (2.0). 

NXXM CLUB CHAMPtONSKP Prefimlnary 
rounds (continued): Penfinrefi, Worcester 
10.30-4.0. East tetnstead HC: 1 030-A.Q. 


Other sports 

ATHLETICS: Reebok Inter-Counoes Cross- 
Country Champnmhfp (LiAon). 

BOWLS: CIS Men's Nadonal Champnnstiyis 
(WeK of Scotland fodoor Sradioml. 
BOXMQ: European Bonng Union super-rrud- 
OJeww^ff championship: Henry Wharton 
(York, haktert v VincenzD Narthelo lit), varan 
Bnttsn l^a-mdcfcwei^il title, Erfifoy Bfofffom 
(Manchester/ v G*en Jacteon (Batteiseai 
(North Bndge Letsrre Cerare. HabftRi. 
SNOOKER: international Open qualifiers 
(Blackpool). 

SQUASH: (JM NMon3l CtiameonsUps lEdg- 
baston Pncvy Dub, Btrmmgham. 1.0). 

TABLE TETMtS; Otynsac qu^fyirg TOunarntm 
(Nynex Arena, Manchester). 


Basketball 

BUDWQSSt LEAGUE: Doncastef Pun Bert, j 
Manetiesin Gams (5 JO/: Nencasde Cornea 
y Hemel Royals (6.0); Sheffield Shafts v arm- 
ngham Bullets (6.151. 

NATIONAL LEAGUE Men’s RretOnMoK (for- 
v SioncviDn (GO). Second Wuhlmr 
Greem-.o v Podc In&vooi r Qdotn CLO). 

CLASSIC COiA MENS NATIONAL CUP Quar* 
ler-fioais: fouton y Croydon 14.0;: Sheffield v 
Coveniiy (4.0). 

CLASSIC COLA WOMENS NATIONAL CUP 
Quarter-FfcralK Brmmgham v Notnn^iam 
|4U); Hadesden v Northampton iA.Cij; Ipsmch 
v Bariwg ana oasenham (4.0/. 

WOMEN'S NATIONAL TROPHY Qratotflnats; 
Efosiol v Sotem 14.0). 


Ross/yn Part, 12.13); OOey v FySJe uLlSi. Fbch- 
mond v Rothemeflt (3 a»: Rugby v Fteatkng 
|3.0). NaBonN Lassie Four Asparta v Re- 
mum 12.0); Exeter v Watead (3-0j; Haem v 
Jtynoum; Luetaoal St Helens r Leeds; ten- 
don Wdsh v Orftcn (2.1a). Netfonel Leases 
Five North: Brrmm^am StehuS v ShMMd 
1205); Kendal r Wharte^e QJJSk Mneaton 
vLcrtettStctei- Preston Grash^jpe«;SSDia- 
tsida* v Sandat WanxaervBioagmn Park. 
Nattonel league H» South; Askeansv Ma 
PDfcce: Haftjng v Cambedfiy (21 5); Beny HdJ 
v Taam : Cambome 1 Wear-superAfore; Hgi 
wycombe y Nmth watham; Lydney * Hndey- 
HBNEXat NATIONAL lEAlfoE Hat DWon: 
Efibw Vale v Abertcier): Pcraypndd v Bndgend 


Hockey 

fVtST TEST: Great Britain v Malaya* (11 .01 
IBtBbtam Abcey). 

NASIRO AZZURRO South Premier Ashford 
V Uons; Beckenham v WotaDg Bournemouth 
v Wmbfodon; Faenam v Nemay: Gore Court 
v Spencer, Mmdenhead v Chcftester, Ofo 
KngstHttSns V Anchonans: Old (Vacantans 
y Lanes; (Mwd Haute y WHdnaiani: Mn- 
chestfir v Higi Wycombe. 

DDOOR CUIB CHAMnONSMP PreOBbiwy 
roanfo: Pcn flaw ei. Woreaaten Stourport. 
Cannock. BarfordTigere. DoreastBr, Firebrands 
and Hull (U 30-7.301. Ehst GmMaad 
HC: East Gnnsffiad, Leomretet, Old Loufffl&- 
marts, Recbndge and Word. St AfodOS pnd 
west London Insotum of Hirtwr Education 
I1L30-73M. 


TOMORROW 

Football 

2.15 unless stated 

FM HARP UtGER CUP RiSt rouxt; Avon 
dale Utd v CYM Tet enure: Bray Wanderers 


v Fanad Utd; Derry City v St James’ Gate 
(3.15): Srtamrtx* F6>«s v Stefooume: TEK 
Utd v Cork City; Temple Utd v Home Farm 
EvBrton; UnhwiitvCoitege Cork * Lmerk* 
(2.0); UnwrsJty Coltege Dublin v Kilkenny 
(3.15): Wa/sUe Cetuc v Cherry OrchanJ. 


Ice hockey 

BRITISH LEAGUE Premier DMskvc Codlff Dei- 
11 s v Sfou^i Jets I&.L5J; Durtrem VJSsos v Fife 
Fly«s i6.30i: HumbemdB Ha-«te v r/e»TiJsSe 
Homos I5.45i: Mwion Hones Kings r Rot- 
toigion Pamners i6.0j. First DMsluc Bfock- 
btan Hwks v Dumlnes Border Vikr$s iB.O': 
Chetrndmd Qvehams v Bitagham Bombers 
i6-30i; Guddford names v Smndon WAtcae 
(5.15;; Meat-.ay Bears vTeittxd Tigers >3.23); 
Munayfiad to 2 S v Manchester Storm 16 
Pmeroorouan Pirates v arackneo Bees ib30>: 
SoIinuD Batons v ? 26 ie> Pirates i7.0). 


Other sports 


BOWLS.- C£> Msn s Naocm: Crjmponsftz i-.Wst 
ri Scutari eiina St32umi 


Rugby League 

3.0 unless stareo 

SBJt CUT CHAUBiGE CUPIhM itamd: Bar- 


SNOOKBfc Brash Open i5&>3CC'.. 

SQUASH: (?,i raenai cnarroaar sis -ESScCSi' . 
Pwy Ca* flonw^en. ; 0-. J 

TA^E 7DBOS: O-.-CK ) 

-■N.nea. r.lwaesKr;. ! 


The suspicion is that Saints 
will be grateful - and will 
settle - for having Chris Joynt 
back 10 complete a pack that 
could now cany real menace. 
UJoynfs shoulder is up to the 
job and he lakes his place 
alongside the likes of Apollo 
Ferelini, Vila Matautia and the 
slippery Keiron Cunningham, 
they have the fonwards to 
take Wigan on. Perelini has 
proved himself a prop of the 
highest order this season and 
Matautia, while still raw has a 
brooding power and makes a 
fierce impact 

But can Saints really har- 
poon the leviathan that is 
Wigan in wbai could be the last 
Regal Trophy final? Well, we 
can dismiss out of hand the 
assertion from Edwards, the 
Wigan captain, that they are 
the underdogs in this or any 
other final. They start 
favourites because of their 
unrivalled expertise in big 
matches and because their 
key players, Edwards included, 
rarely fail to produce the 
goods when it matters. 

Kelvin SkerTett’s back has 
ruled him out with Neil Cowie 
returing from suspension in his 
place. The Joss of Skerrett 
weakens a Wigan side already 
lacking the all-round ability of 
Andy Kartell. However, some 
of their less celebrated indi- 
viduals, like Kris RadJinski, 
Martin Hall, Terry O'Connor 
and Mick Cassidy, have given 
them their old, solid, reliable 
look again over the last cou- 
ple of weeks. 

You gamble against them at 
your peril. 

Wigan: ConnoUy; Robmson. Tuigamala. 
RadlmsM. Offiah; Raul, Etiwards leapt): 
Come. Hal. O'Cwmor. QUrwell. Cassidy. 
HauffYion. B n baUUitaa: Smyth, Derman. 

■ The Rugby League has ac- 
cepted an invitation from the 
organisers to play in the 
Middlesex Sevens in May. The 
club 10 play in the tournament 
will be named on Monday. 

■ The Bradford centre. Matt 
Calland, has failed in an appeal 
against a suspension that will 
keep him out until March. 

■ Wforrington's Tongan centre. 
Salesi Finau, has been banned 
for two matches after being sent 
off at St Helens last Sunday, but 
their full-back, Lee Penny, has 
escaped without a suspension. 


Britain’s 

Olympic 

warm-up 


Hockey 

BILL COLWia 


Great Britain put the finishing 
touches to their preparations for 
the Olympic qualifying tourna- 
ment, which starts in Barcelona 
on Friday, with two games 
against Malaysia this weekend 
at Bisham Abbey. 

The manager, David Whittle, 
was not worried yesterday that 
Malaysia, one of Britain's sev- 
en opponents in Barcelona, 
would be given a preview. He 
said; “We play them late in the 
tournament and they will have 
had plenty of time 10 watch us 
in Barcelona. They are a coun- 
try desperate to get back into 
the top six in the world and will 
give us the tough opposition wie 
need at this stage." 

Whittle addeB; “We have no 
injury problems and nuw need to 
cap the excellent preparation we 
have been able to make during 
the past few weeks." Since com- 
ing together at the end of No- 
vember Britain have played eight 
internationals, and apart from a 
draw against Argentina, they 
have won the remaining games, 
scoring 29 times in the process. 

Malaysia, who progressed 
rapidly up the world rankings un- 
der their Australian coach, Ter- 
ry Walsh, in the lead-up to the 
Barcelona Olympics, finished 
three places behind Britain, in 
ninth, subsequently parting com- 
pany with Walsh. Currently 
coached by the German Vblker 
Knapp, they appear to be on the 
up and can be expected to give 
Britain the test they want. Their 
centre-forward, Shankar Ramu. 
has played for a couple of sea- 
sons for Cannock in the National 
League. 

Britain seem likely to give an 
extended run to Soma Singh at 
left-half with the rest of the 
starting line-up looking settled. 

GREAT BRITAIN tpmsHei: S Mourn lAsacrft; 

J iRoaor^, i Haas ‘Oa Lccg^v.v^j. 

G Ftttfhan iHouiiskwi, Kalhir Tokher Co-v 


ft**/. Soma Sngh •&»!>£»/: C Mayer Car. 

■vKk RGartaa 'PobodJCOy^ R Thompson 
(Huf-diDM. J Lasiett (Tea&jipsft. n 
Vmpsoo iOk) (AjgMorMrtS/. SufRMutosO 
Luckes (Cost Grinsteadl. C Giles 'Ha.-r-. S 
Haffin iKcurdcini. i 5m iSoutfidte 




ass** 85 
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sport 



Hillier did not suggest, incidentally, that he thought the bag was 
a gift and, in any case, he intended to give it back at a late 

W j 1 . io lei the team s latest csf 


One piece of football news was 
buried this week under the pile of 
old baggage which surrounded Ter- 
ty Venables' decision to hang up his 
England tracksuit. David Hillier, the 
Arsenal midfield player, admitted in 
court that he had stolen a briefcase 
belonging to a D anis h businessman. 

It seems that on their return from 
a holiday, Hillier, along with Wayne 
Burnett of Bolton Wanderers, spot- 
ted the case apparently abandoned 
in a bus stop at Gatwick Airport and 
decided to liberate it. In fact its 
owner had merely left it there while 
he went to retrieve his car. 

The case contained £3, 000-worth 
of clothes and computer equip- 
ment which might be considered a 
disappointingly small haul com- 
pared to the amounts other former 
Arsenal employees have found in 
bags left lying around by Scandina- 


vian businessmen. Hillier did not 
suggest incidentally, that he thought 
the bag was a gift and that in any 
case, he intended to give it back at 
a later date. 

Instead, the player threw himself 
at the magistrate’s mercy, saying that 
he was distraught at his stupidity and 
that his form had dipped to such a 
degree since the incident what with 
all the guih and worrying, that be was 
now on the transfer list. The mag- 
istrate accepted bis plea, although 
a closer observer of the game would 
have pointed out that it wasn’t nec- 
essarily the crime: anybody’s form 
would suffer if they were obliged to 
share the midfield with John Jensen 
and Martin Keown. 

And a more astute legal process 
might have asked questions about 
the Arsenal youth system which 
helped develop HDlier’s talent. He 


is a graduate of an operation which 
also produced Ray “Pizza” Parlour, 
who got into trouble in Hong Kong 
after a Dennis Wise-Style alterca- 
tion with a taxi driver, there is also 
Paul Merson, whose all-round per- 
sonal problems led to a near-break- 
down and Kevin Dennis, who never 
made it into the first team, not so 
much because he wasn't talented 
but because in September 1993 he 
was sentenced to 30 months for 
manslaughter. 

At Dennis’s initial hearing; the 
north London club, showing ad- 
mirable loyally to an employee, 
asked the magistrate if the case could 
be brought forward as they bad a car 
waiting outside to take the player 
down to a reserve match. And we 
must not forget the Arsenal youth 


Jim White 



ON SATURDAY 


a four-month sentence for drink- 
driving in December 1990. An in- 
triguing roIl-calL 

Luckily for Hillier, the magistrate 
decided not to delve too clo»jly and 

■ C 1_: Men rn,,.* ,l.a 


football’s, most exclusive squad: 
those who have served time. Bring 
them together, and the British 
Lags XI would make quite a handy 
team. 

The spine would have been con- 
structed from the Sheffield Wednes- 
day trio, Peter Swan, Tony Kay and 
David “Bronco" Layne. jailed for 
four months in 2965 for match- 
rigging. They might be getting on a 
bit now, but once would have been 
handy for helping the lads secure a 
result. 

Alongside them would be yet an- 
other product of the marble halls 
of Highbury, Peter Storey, a Dou- 
ble winner with the Gunners and 
a double time-server too: he was 
given two years in 1980 for plotting 
to counterfeit gold half-sovereigns 

,nil »h»n Ifl H-nie in 1 QOfl fnr cm TUT- 


have been useful additions to the 
team when it required some fat m 
a hurry, and endless injections of en- 
thusiasm could be provided by 
Mickey Thomas, the evergreen 
Wrexham winger who was given i» 
months in 1993 for passing forged 
banknotes (although it might be ad- 
visable to check his match fee care- 
fully before accepting it). 

You wouldn’t let any of the rest 
of the squad anywhere near the 
wheel of the team bus without snm- 
mg the air Bret George Best ( 1984), 
Mick Quinn (1987), Jan Molby 
(1988), skipper Tony Adams (1990) 
and Terry Fenwick (1991) were all 
<«>nt drawn far offences involving dri- 


deed, to let the team's latest cap* 

San Ferguson, anywhere near 

til Wn^Srtmugh hewouldhave 
made a fine contribution m a self- 
Ess fetching and carrying role, 
probably won’t be Mj 
Seep about not being picked for the 
3dc? A £750 fine, pubbe humdja- 
tion and a criminal record might^e 
regarded as senous enough rw> 
ompense for his moment of stu- 
pidity, but things could have been 

much worse. . 

Judging by die way m which the 
leading contenders are running 

away from it as if from a ram i»sr 

sessed by a terminal case of hainor 
sis, if the magistrate had reaUy 
wanted to punish the player he 
would have given him the sentence 
everyone in football fears: the job 


Seles relishes 
belated return 


A few additions have been 
made to the Australian 
Open, which starts on 
Monday, and the Victoria par- 
liament has it in mind to change 
the name of the splendid setting 
from Flinders Park to Mel- 
bourne Park, accentuating the 
city rather than an English nav- 
igator. 

~ Two new show courts are the 
latest embellishments, along 
wiLh fluorescent tennis balls. 
Some of the female players 
would like to tell the organisers 
where to shove them, equal 
prize-money having been aban- 
doned except in the case of the 
singles champions. Otherwise 
the place remains largely as 
Monica Seles remembers it 
from her last visit in 1993. 

Having suffered a traumatic 
experience in the meantime, 
however, Seles could be for- 
given for not recollecting a 
speech made on the court by the 
Channel 7 announcer. Bruce 
McAvaney, after she had de- 
feated Steffi Graf, 4-6, 6-3. 
6-2, to win the title for the third 
consecutive year. “Well, this 
might not make much sense to 
Monica," McAvaney said, “but 
we used to have a thoroughbred 
named Pbar Lap and be had a 
very big heart and so does 
Monica Seles. She turned 21 to- 
day: 21 straight victories here at 
Flinders Park; again the cham- 
pion." But how was he to know 
that the analogy he drew .be- 
tween Seles and the folk hero 
of the antipodean turf would be- 
come so frighteningly apt? 

Phar Lap (Maori for Red 
Lightning) was shot at from a 
moving car days before winning 
the Melbourne Cup in 1930. and 
traces of arsenic were found in 
the chestnut gelding's body af- 
ter he died mysteriously in Cal- 
ifornia in April 1932. two weeks 
after winning a race in Mexico. 

Three months after Seles 
left Flinders Park in 1993, the 
19-year-old was stabbed in the 
back by a Graf obsessive. Gun- 


John Roberts looks at the prospects of 
a former tennis champion recapturing 
her title when the Australian Open gets 
under way In Melbourne on Monday 


ther Parche, during a change- 
over while playing in Ham- 
burg. She aid not make a 
comeback until July last year, 
having been out of the game for 
27 months. 

“When Seles plaj’ed Graf I 
had a great view, close up from 
a little seat next to the court," 
McAvaney said. “It was one of 
the best matches I’ve ever seen. 
I thought Graf was going to win 
early. Seles looked as if she was 
struggling, and she just seemed 
to show tremendous fortitude. 
She displayed all the great char- 
acteristics of champions, re- 
fusing to give in, and Phar Lap 
came to mind. HI be pretty care- 
ful saying anything this year 
about her, I can assure you." 

Seles -while expressing dis- 
appointment that Graf is unable 
to resume their rivalry, having 
undergone foot surgery - is 
delighted to be returning to the 
place where she won the last of 
her eight Grand Siam singles ti- 
tles. “One of the best memories, 
after the US Open of last year, 
is of Australia ’93," she said. “I 
love the stadium, I love the 
court." 

She has an unblemished 
record of three consecutive 
Australian Open champi- 
onships, but only just. Her first 
visit, in 1991. almost ended in 
defeat in the semi-finals when 
she was match point down to the 
American Mary Joe Fernandez 
at 5-6, 30-40 in the third seL Fer- 
nandez netted an attempted 
winner and Seles edged the 
match. 6-3, 0-6, 9-7. She went 
on to become the youngest 
Australian champion ( 17 years, 
one month, 24 days) by defeat- 
ing Jana Novotna in the final. 

Graf withdrew because of ill- 
ness on the eve of her opening 


match in 1992, Seles defeating 
Fernandez in straight sets in the 
final, but the German won the 
title for a fourth Lime in 1994, 



when counselling had supplant- 
ed tennis on Seles's agenda. 

A year ago, the fact that the 
women's singles would be de- 
valued by the absence of both 
the injured Graf and the reha- 
bilitating Seles was offset to a 
degree by media preoccupation 
with Andre Agassi, who finally 
arrived and made a winning de- 
but at the championships. 

The guarantee of a new 
women's champion, someone 
who would break the Graf- 
Seles monopoly which had ex- 
isted since the tournament 
moved to the rubberised con- 
crete of Flinders Park from the 
lawnsofKooyongxn 198S.only 
became a novelty when the vic- 
tor turned out to be Mary 
Pierce and not Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario, the strong favourite. 

Pierce, who had been sub- 
jected to a difficult upbringing 
by a father who was disruptive 
both on and off the court, 
grasped her opportunity. The 
tall blonde dominated the final 
with her potent groundstrokes, 
defeating Sanchez Vicario in 
straight sets. 

Seles is wary of the situation. 
“I think Mary Pierce wifl be very 
tough because of how well she 
did last year," she said, perhaps 
applying the logic that a cham- 
pion’s confidence is replen- 
ished on returning to the scene 
of a triumph. 

The fact is that Pierce, who 
marks her 21st birthday on the 
opening day of the tourna- 
ment, has provided scant evi- 
dence to suggest that her game 
has improved since that initial 
Grand Slam success. At the 


Mary Pierce (left), last year’s Australian Open winner, has a motivated Monica Seles (right) to contend with this year 


French Open, where she caused 
a sensation in 1994 by over- 
whelming Graf to reach the fi- 
nal, Pierce lost a fourth-round 
match to Iva Majoli of Croatia 
in straight sets. 

That prompted Pierce’s 
coach, Nick BoUettieri, to send 
her to the Mayo Clinic to check 
if her disappointing perfor- 
mances were related to a series 
of D loesses and injuries which 
had affected her during the 
spring (a kidney infection and 
strains to the shoulder, arm and 
groin). She passed a rigorous 
physical examination. 


In June. Wimbledon finally 
caught a glimpse of the Cana- 
dian-born. American-raised 
Frenchwoman, although not. 
much more than that as she fell 
to a compatriot. Nathalie Tauzi- 
at, in the second round. There 
was forlher disappointment at 
the US Open, where Pierce lost 
to the American Amy Frazier 
in the third round. 

Pierce has spoken of a con- 
tradiction between her tennis 
persona - a mixture of prima 
donna and nervous wTeck - and 
the way she behaves away from 
the court. While allowances 


can be made for her awful ex- 
periences as a teenager on the 
tour, the underlying problem 
with her play continues to be the 
hit-or-miss nature of her style. 

If. for Seles, 1993 began bril- 
liantly and turned into a night- 
mare' Pierce can look back on 
the year with contrasting feel- 
ings. It was in 1993 that sbe fi- 
nally broke free from the 
disturbing influence of her fa- 
ther, Jim, who was banned 
from tournaments. In June that 
year, while endeavouring to re- 
build her career. Pierce visited 
ihe French coach, Pierre 


Barthes, who asked her what 
she felt she needed to improve. 
“I don’t know how to play," she 
said. “I don'r know why I win. 
1 don’t know why I lose." 

Some would argue that the 
dilemma remains, that because 
there is no margin for error in 
Pierce's approach, her occa- 
sional spectacular performances 
belie a general lack of consis- 
tency. 

Time is on her side, of course, 
and she has not come so far in 
such trying circumstances with- 1 
out being blessed with re- 
silience. Her mother, Yannick, 


Photographs: Revfc&AP 


once said: “She’s strcm& Hiy 
daughter. If she wasn’t, :^ 
rackets already would be =in 
thedoseL” 

Seles is aware that plenty of 
eager contenders are hoping to 
ambush her, mentioning in par- 
ticular Sanchez Vicario, - 
Gabriela Sabatirti (“iT she's 
playing really well”), and Con* 
chita Martinez. - : 

Bearing in mind Seleses knee, 
ankle and viral problems since 
the US Open, it seems unwise 
to anticipate a one-hqrse race. 
And if she does run away with 
it, no comparisons, please. 


Rusedski faces Becker 


Greg Rusedski is braced for a 
battle of the big hitters in the first 
round of the Australian Open af- 
ter he was paired with Boris 
Becker in yesterday's draw. An- 
other Briton, Tim Henman, 
also faces a stiff first-round 
lest against Petr Korda, of the 
Czech Republic. 

Rusedski, who claims to have 
the fastest serve in the world, 
will know that when he meets 
the world No 3 at Melbourne's 
Flinders Park next week he will 
have to upset the odds, after 
bookmakers installed Becker as 
10-1 joint third favourite. 

However, Rusedski is enjoy- 
ing a run of good form, having 
made it into yesterday's semi- 
finals of the Peters international 
tournament in Sydney, where he 
lost to Todd Martin. 

Pete Sampras, the world No 
1, meets Australia’s Richard 


Fromberg in the first round - 
and could face an even bigger 
threat in the third round in the 
form of Mark Phflippoussis. 

Andre Agassi, who beat Sam- 
pras in the final last year, has a 
much easier path to help him 
back to fitness after a three- 
month lay-off caused by an in- 
jured chest muscle. He opens 
against a qualifier and is then 
then scheduled to face his fel- 
low American Vince Spadea. 

Monica Seles was installed as 
the pre-draw favourite in the ab- 
sence of the injured Steffi Graf. 
She starts against a qualifier and 
should ease through to the semi- 
finals, where she is seeded to 
meet Arantxa Sanchez Vicario. 

The defending champion, 
Mare Pierce, ism the same quar- 
ter as Kimiko Date, and is seed- 
ed to meet the No 2. Conchita 
Martinez, in the semi-finals. 


QUOTES OF THE WEEK 


NEWCASTLE 


Trim TEAL HURDLE (CLASS E) £3£00 added I 2.20 


HYPERION 

12.40 Highbank, U.0 Dally Bov, 1.45 The Bud 
Chib, Z20 Dominie, 2.55 Addington Boy, 3J25 
Wisdom, 3J55 Jataanto 


GOING: Good 

HC-cwrae ts on A1 , tun north of (own. ADMISSION: I'bih i 12; Tai- 
unsafe SO; SBvcr Ring S4 (S2 for OAR: and (babied). CAR PS Fha 


SIS 


RACING 

CHANNEL 


WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Romany Creek t I.-Ift j tramte-:JW 
miles Tram G B Bakfing's FyfkHd stable In Hampshire. 


iO Artl SHOVELER COND. JOCKEYS’ SELLING 
HURDLE (CLASS G) £2jBOO 2m 


2uaw amisauHHgnw 

OCOXIO- ASHDRBM38Q(D)At 

BARQAJSH P*5) M 
02205b AUUMZWfl&VS} 
00 ANOTHER OLAY !2Sj 
-SWOOn- BB£VEIT(238)N 
■S62043 ROWS prate (38) s 


1 
2 
3 

A 

5 

6 
7 
S 

9 

10 
U 
12 
13 
U 
15 

lfi . _ 

BEJnW: 7-2 K&tfxnk. M _ 
ftkto, 7-1 See Yen Again, 0-1 


„813L_. 

91112 DJKxanaSb 

91112 .TJHurpby 

■611S E Hubert 

511 fl D Parian 


6 

7 

9 

9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
M 

15 

16 
17 
IS 
IS 
20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


4Y0 2m 
1 DAMNS GORGE (8) (D) J Jefiersqn 11 5„ 


BITTERN HANDICAP KJRDLE (CLASS D) 
£4,000 added 3m 


X Davla 

421P MLTHYKmWMRMftewleyUO 0Ue(3) 

0 ABSOURE FOLLY (28) Ms S Smith 10 12 — LDwe&fT) 

00 BAHnranE{44)MttMRMfc)il012 PNhea 

GO BMUIM HBW15 (28) fa M HewsKv 10 12 _M Heteigton (7) 
00 EAU UAIBjOT ( 2Q Mss M Mkgan 10 12 —HktiatriGmst 

322 DALIT BOY PB1 M H EastBty 10 12 J-Wjte 

DASH ID THE PMME (USA) h Motgn 1012 AS Snath 

0 BGHT SHARP (28) M fkmmcm 10 12 A Dabbs 

MIENQANT J RaGeted 10 12 — Fleshy (3) 

ROM SABO C Paler 10 12 D Part* (3) 

OP IAAL (IRA) (44) M Baodoei IB 12 Am Steel 

00 LESIONS PARK (45) M W Ess^rOy 10 12 IDriscofl 

56 KH EXnESS (37) M Bmran ID 12 GCatt(7) 

KENSHAAR (USA) L Unite 10 12 F Parse 


11121 THE LAST FUNG |49) Mre S SrmOi 6 U 13 —RJehart Quart 

1336-1 ZAMHAREBl (42) (O W Sney 5 11 8 Jl Wetott (7) 

-11111 SOMH«57BU’{38}£OIM3MflHe<9r9U7fll4»<a) 

CPP31-P M08BQF A GUMR 04) (C) J JGftoan 6 11 5 >M 

13-44 PHBJE OF MAY (8) C Fartust 5 11 1 ICaOagfes 

0321-0 SWERKf47)P)Sea6111 NSknkb 

50022 RYE CROSSING ®) M H EaKBty 6 1011 LWyer 


00-FD43 CARNETT0 (8) (BF) R Brews 3 10 10. 
<K 3P31 D0MNE (9) (PIKBafey 8 10 8 . 


..G Hater 
-TJMsrtrO 


50 MTWUC 160) W Cumngnarn 10 12 . 
HR CMSSIR Mss L. 10 12 

6 ravel WYE (26) J Carr 10 IT 

SnUSHOTTBIVALHVYaggKlDlZ - 

SUL R1SS0 fa S Smdi 10 12 

00 TEEMnrAnCH(49)JGottel012_ 
IEAAL (USA) « Hammoid 10 12 .... 
S FMAL FUNG (S3) Denys Smth IB 7 _ 

SHARM00R Mss L S4dsl 10 7 

00 SOOTEtt (37) Mrs Mftoefey 10 7. 


D Bentley 

— Rsums 

JO Smith 

S Taytar (7) 
J. McGrath (7) 


Reave* 

B Storey 

-EHustendR) 


FP0200- NAWnNOOKEY 
SYUON 
031 


— 7 116 

5116 . 


SDqfar 

JSu 


. 5Hl.CMeComad((S) 

. 6111 — AUntmlS] 

JGC*»5111 FPenatt 

„ -■ ■ ^■M | 5 MRw*!Y 4U0 61W 

0 AHBflXXntOUS (7) E A£Hn 4 108. FL^w 

w WCPRH E(61)SHags4i08 SODoonei [E) 

0 NORTHERN TROVE (32) R Thomp s on a id 8 _P IlclHr 
2330 

4P SEEY0UAGAN(K)MBn0ai4UB ACM 

IS-lfabdrM, Raffs 


BETTWG: 3-1 Denbys Btxse, 4-1 MQ myrae, &-1 Qa*j Boy, 7-1 BejJta E*- 
pratt, 8-1 Wank, u-1 Fhte Ffafc TteaL 15-1 otters 

PINTAIL HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) 
£7,000 added 3m 6f 

<£UOF fiocsr word pQsanoWw u uu> ji 


1.45 


3 
C 

5 

6 
1 
S 

9 

10 542231 ABLE PLAYBt (USA) (8) (CD) Mis S Banal 9 10 4—1 1 

11 22-3600 M0NARU (8)(D)faMRe^ 101Q3__TJGnnarianl(7) 

12 10530-1 6YUCRAK TTGER (72) G Holmes 5 10 3 A Dobbin 

13 F35632 FORWARD OEN ffl (Q PCteedmugiS 102 ~-RStepN 

14 Z1P060 BUSTwoffl) (0) W Gumngttam 10 100. ___WRy 

BETTING: 4-1 Sooth Weitorty, B-l Tte Lsti rite, 6-1 Rye Cnmtag, 7-1 
Gymetak ngw, Atita flayer, 8-1 Forrcn! Ghat, DotnMe, ID-1 often 

foecl DIPPER NOVICE CHASE (CLASS A) (Grade 
L ±"J 2) £20000 added 2m 4f 

1 131132 CUKBMN CHA1UN3E (7) 0 M H Efeseny 7119_lttfyor 

2 02-1121 ADDINGTON BOY (68) (U)G Retards S 115 A Dote* 

3 0-23214 AfEROS SALE (0) J How3 Jornwn 7115 -KctaiGrar 

4 1-2S»-2P WTO ANSON (46) MftnaW 8115 FMmi 

5 J0D4-0P EXCISE MAN CM) F Walton 8 11 5 .JArARotaon 

6 302521 LORD GVTIENE (US) (D)SBroMataw8115 1 Rate* 

KTTW: 13-6 CMterfn CM Hence, 3-1 AdCngbM Soy, M km town. 
8-1 Lord Gfftne, 35-1 Aw&m GMs, 66-1 fectoe ter 


7 0-50 QA MAN HOWA {28) NTrtder 5 10 13 — 

6 3/« ADMWttSSSir{7)MWEa5tertiy610 

9 0QM22 WWn3BWWSAY(2S)(BF)BBMS«81012 -GLmCS 

10 612011 RACHAB.'SOWBIMmT Dyer Q 10 11 !Q*pa 

11 000 JOTAMM PUDHB1UCK P8) A Stmia 5 10 9 W Hnabno* 

12 B45FR1 BOLATET GRL (40) (D) F UXEaer 7 10 3 ADobbl* 

13 0PD644 CW6OirSPfflW(2S»MH&aBljy5104 LWfM 

14 3S012F eUGAIfl PRBHERE ^12) (DtPO Denys SknHt 5 10 1 

JSStanr 


3302 ON A PEDESTAL (55) Lte J RjfTEdan 4 100 . 
033-0 JBWORCEr(29)C«!lW«010O. 


no StlVBl SLEEVE (7) M HammcnO 4 100 
10 OTO0 AH CRUSE (36) J Htnad Johnson 6 10 0 — Jtadir*)** 
BEmNa M WaoMby, 5-1 R«Ik« Uae, B-l Vlbdim, BKtear»0mn, 
7-1 WhatrMywnajfi 6-1 OoteieyflM, On A RedetM, 30-1 otters 

HURDLE (CLASS D) 


1 o l=e j MALLARD 
I J £4y00fl 

1 22211-1 MU3UOOpl)(CD9MaMR 

2 111-303 HMJXa ItUSWOTOMW 

3 F-6584P N0ROTC SUN {1231 L (Jayti-Ja 

4 lrnfv YitAvau>rcU033)ninai 
212-631 CUnHMMT KD (S) (Q fa M 


6120 fiQAflP) 

71113 Rferittj 

81112 

191110 F Inter R) 

6115 PMHB 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 

BETIINC: 114 SPver SHck, 3-1 T&0 Bad Oub, 7-2 Hoaeal Word, 4-1 Sor»- 
da Gold, 5-1 Romany Creek. 16-1 Snook PtaH. 68-1 Paddy Montawy 


41-2533 SUER StEK (2Q (C) M W Ebaatnr 9 11 9 RGanltty 

B20D-4P NEVADA G0U) (7) F YanAey 10 11 9 FllcUK^fei 

221313 HOMIW CJSBt (31) TBF) G ffattng 7 11 4 BCUM 

14UF1 1HEOTOCUB (9| K BaieyS 10 5 MMdfMted 

145-065 SN00KPDPma)DlM«910O AMnonan (7) 

3OTM teDOY MOHBSSEY DC J HNSana 9 10 0 M 


a25 


HERON NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £4,000 added 2m 

002 WEBKBY (ZB) M Banactatfi 71113 TJKmptiyf3) 

56260-3 FIOHIWG LK (3a E Aismn S U 9 FMwn 


5613 MSD0M (37) 00) K Mor^n 4 11 3„ 


121500 PHARARE (B) (D) R WdcUioeb 6 11 2 . 
104103 QZA(4Q R4W Steer 5110- 


_ASSnu 

amn 

i swap) 


M-1032 ERWY (USA) (24) (D) i Qunr 7 10 13 RkteMOaut 


5 
E 

7 

8 

S 10PM3 

10 001V-2Q 

11 113UW> 

12 IP-1100 

13 53122-5 

14 06345/1- 

15 123 

18 rwinj 

BtnVtt 4-1 A^ndDSTi 5-1 WcotW. 5-1 Cutthroat KkL 13-2 Dnm Hb- 
■Im, 7-lSnnday NamVoeto, B-lSJwuan «m, 10-1 pthen 


DD2SSF Waure(7)(B9S0Dft^8U2 ASS**tt 

312WH) KAUBEHMS(2a)WLlAne)8U0 _jRa*i 

QMW23 SHAM«WGmi(9)mMaii1tilO1013 GlfeW 

SW0«fl WStaey 5 10 12__/awfe (S 

I i RttGeoU 7 10 u EHteaffl 

r (49) « W (temmaxl 6 10 9___ A Dcttte 

I (48) SmAfi 7 108 BStong 

IEN(^ B RottNcI S 10 3 H Santa 

WW»OOWT(4KBmD!arti8102 -JtMwwsfT) 

MNNHSSBN(BtqMhEasteW4l0l LYTyer 

WBO (648) P Hasten 8 100. JCtei^ta 


■ We would have a World Cup 
qualifying game around October or 
November and I would be in court 
Tor several weeks, ferry Venables 
explains why he resigned as Eng- 
land football coach. 

■ Teny s decision had nothing to 
do with what is being written in the 
papers - they are comics anyway. 
Fred Vanabtes, the coach's father. 

■ I'm interested in managing no- 
body hut Newcastle United. Kevin 
Keegan rules himself out of the 
England running 

■ I have 18 months left of my t»> 
tract and I won’t he moving while 
I'm under that contract As does 

Bryan Robson. 

■ YbuVe hft a few in your time. 
Let’s finish it in the tunnel. What 
TfenyMcDenTwttisaB^jedtoh^e 
said to Bruce Rioch at Highbury 

■ I'm feeling battered and bruised 
and more In need of recuperation 


than my players. Howard WBkJn- 
son, Leeds man^r, after their 
4*2 FA Cup win at Derby. 

■ Sunderland came here to play a 
cup tie but we treated It just Wee a 
normal game. Manchester United 
manager Ale* Ffiiguson forgets to 
look at his fixture fist 

■ These are troubled times. War- 
rington coach, Cfive Griffiths, re- 
flects on their 54-14 rug&y league 
defeat by St Helens, three days af- 
ter they lost 80-0 to them. 

■ I am sad to leave a potential 
sleeping giant with a groat histo- 
ry, Exit without players I cannot work 
mlradffi. We just about know what 
Peter Roe, who resigned as Bar- 
row coach, means. 

■ l don't care what anyone says, 
it is diffiafl when family and friends 
are around. Rey ■ngworth blames 

o^the-^dtstrac&>73torEn^rfs 

cricketers losing the final Test, 


LINGFIELD PARK 

HYPERION 

12L5Q Copper Birght, 1-25 Kymin, 3L55 No 
Speeches, 2L30 Castle Governor, 3J>0 IKbal 
Peace. 3^5 Cuaneo 


5 034. 1AST BUT NOT LEAST (60) RJHoevnBfi jUhwwS 

-Sdeetared- 

BEYTING: 5-2 Mse lyieactet U-4 La^ But IM Lust 3-1 DteckiK Jack, 
M Copper EMgM. 11-2 Boalon D-o 


I OC I TYRONE MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 

■ L " i £5,450 added 1m 5f 


404050 0TC0FFTHERAJU49) KB) A Moore 69 10 C fata 7 

453104- SEVOriEENS UKKV (39) Bob Jkns 4 9 9 

004043- SEROUS OFnON (154 P CDle 5 9 5 C RnttorS 

212230 NO SPEECHES (11) (Q SDw 59 4 SSa&dn4 

D40640 TALENTED TlNef^P Hasten 7 813 IftftHMS 

30305-2 NEVffl SO HITE D Arariinnt 4 02 jQrima 

- 8 « 


(30IN& SnnduiL STALLS: of and Im oob*fc; icn insrtc 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low numbers ben M-W. 

■ Lefl-tiaitd, shmp undutaims courae. 

■Coonu b SEoCtowo on K-tCM. LinfOckf raflwuy aHttAw (wrrwsl 
hy Ltmikm. VkUtId) tKQotnK must. ADMISSION: All cwlwuiw 
59. CAS PARK: dub s:<; nunmier free 


SIS 


OICBK 

CHANNEL 


BUNKERED FIRST TIME ! Kymin i UBa 
WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DATS: Tumi Gan {1^V>T w™ here- 
on faw Ay. Sofirkj- f-T-fft, iam here on Tuexia^. CteU* Gov- 
cnKW f i30 ) wop ta-c >.<n Thnreday. 

LONG-DISTANCE BONNERS: Talented Ting (1 #i], Cande Gov- 
ernor ri:a)I & Copperbrlftbt (l&Wj «a:iet 2W mliw ft«n P 
Hsdam'K MhMdiam sable in N«rth Yortehtn.-. T«ub Gem rw- 
ct» 23C mlksi from M BrlttaroV Warthlll yard In North lorlahirc. 


12-50 


ANTRIM LfflflTED STAKES (CLASS <=) 
£3pD0 added 3YQ 

40133-2 MI«rcj«K<T)|CP)JW0j9O <Mri l 

450-442 COPPER BRWHTtflP Hater 8 U JFflrtiwS 

3S6313 WgP«yyOOgTWfCatPH^etev8g — Mftnt«i3 
005023 BOUTON DVR (4) PHottagSG MWnBA 


1 0664)6- D0UBUJBMfDr(2qjni«e595— PPMaj*y(S)B 

2 OMBCte LORD BUBMAD (fl) C faiay 6 9 5 HTtebWlS 

3 560002- Mn09KW(US4Jf4QRMefwtfi95 /Wpwarl3 

4 .<240510- R0YH.P(HNT(371)WMur7 9 5 -— Jh&PWto L apel 12 

5 02006-5 GAUONESCY(9)DCFBnanl9D .GBarMU 

6 0400- B9C0RSI(347)UuCarK!«oMv4 90. ACIafel 

7 0 EUW4EOT[7)BPcwx-4 90 A&MtesS 

a MBS CASHtAL D Tl»m 6 9 0 Htau4 

9 040000- M0KB81S (45 )A Uoob 490 .GAdOT H enis M 

10 4. R0YJUL LEGEND (514) J Knee 4 9 0 jaktaupfeilfi 

U SflfMYSnCBHe«!esG90 SDmnP)3 

13 4- WI«f«[m](53)RHoan5h&xJ4gO.„. .Thesis 

13 WUSKYBlee690.. JFannwl? 

14 000 CttflW0W.(29)PaBlwfc4B9. NAdtewB 

15 0 fRAISE DU BW (311) Lc«a HurtrigBfi 4 6 9 — A Cote (7) 8 

lfi 2246- KYSm (64)0 fanwSmtti 489 IFEgon? 

17 063060- UDY EUZA8EIH CtOfi) H C-Bronn 4 89 JQte»E 

lb HftTO- MY DUTCN QBTL (106) lb B inoer, 4 8 9 JJS&ill 

- lSdectew- 

KTTWt 3-1 Mtenmw, 7-2 Kjtert. S-l Royal loeand. 7-1 Dotefc tev 
Bid}. 8-1 Dhcenl, 20-1 Tanlyar. 12-1 oUtet 

ARMAGH HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4£QQ 
added lm4f 


BEnTNQE 7-4iMtm Con, 11-4 B Vatador, S-l Nanr So Btta. 114 Bari- 
um (Wen. 10-1 Sewotmo* Letey, No Spescte*. 10-1 oOwri 


?. J*Hn«W7WU.( , S4)(29C9Kft^»Sfl6 

« S22.®S5jaWC«Hi48 3 

Ji Ho2?5 2SS2SSS fB,eMEeMna7 i 2 - 


JWb: 


2.30 


LONDONDERRY HANDICAP (GLASS Fl 
£3^00 added 3Y0 7f 

Jfetmt 

-JWMMT2 


005- YDUWR89EREKmK&>te97- 

040002 RAM (8) W Mur 9 7™ 

440203 BHOStlY AFWWflION (7)TRUpuii9 4 ._D Swem}(7)3 


12 0Q2D4-4 SWYgQRP am m 1 1 u^, 

13 <85300 IHMMlBAMA(32aJ»tew57U^ 

14 046402 JOBflHC4HDOIE(7)O»«ai«4710. AIMerX 

-Jlitetel. 

IOTIIBJB: 3-1 Memtei, 7J Eaif} Peace, a& Grantali Mte m 

1 3-35 1 •webs' haw 

I ICAP (CLASS E) SAJS/OO «Wed 2m " 

7 — MrMIfeiteB 


45095- MYSTBa’KHTnwS (GO) UsB Santr.S 12 TssntevS 

06041 CASttE GOVERNOR (2) p HaJam & 9 t6cu .JMng 

30000 MBSCAramaCB5)MRyan88 MBaMTSS 

0000- S0VERB6N PRMCE (25) N C&fcgtsn 8 7^ Qntna P)r 7 
00200 MSttJfTS HONOUR mWwBsoy 81 ittml 

BEmNS: 3-1 GMs&YAppaittaBi 4-1 Cattle Gotenw, 9-1 So»- 

anriga Pitaca. 8-1 Mbs Ctexteno, 7-1 Mutely MaOteH, 101 often 


n non sneaa 9 11 7 Mr 1 

W2QO0 SIR 1TWKAS BSCNAH (25) fCt^ S 0 m 8 U. 5 

601413 (CD) (BF) P 

143630. 


JfeTMBCM 


3j00 


DOWN CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS 
£4300 adited lm 2f 


1£5 


56O014- &V0Limit35imR{rSM^91P0..l>BSmstStB 
002-113 TWrtAdCaim(C0)MBnffim59U J Dates (7) 2 


035. £Aflir FCACE (13S) fl Tteiwn 4 9 5 - -Jfcrt Oman (7) 12 

246DOO- H0MQOO(3qHOrn»«r>aniemn49S IWemrl 

360CKW) 8RromaCHAa«W(lq(C)TUis4 93 IfatuMS 

045005- aAUJCVKRMY’CTMnSBnySSl 

10602-0 TRSAL PEACE (11) (CU) B Gutter 4 8 10 J Stock (3) ID 

00631 3. MASMM(USA)d^KI»fl08ukHTU89... ACtariiB 

0802GO- nCUm£fBB)Er(29|*MURi6S9 CawfyM0ita6 

N0RTHBM SWGB) R HOQ03 6 8 6.—. S0mwt(3)7 


5 ass saaaB Sgfa^g 

12 150002 

s *ss aBsiBggjsg^Sj 

g^aa»SSaaa««» 
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Cavalier has odds and 

attitude on his side 



a 
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i: ; 


GREG WOO D 

Vicior Chandler and Ladbrokes 
are both bookmakers, but this 
attenroon Britain's punters get 
their annual chance to compare 
two yery different approaches 
to the husmess of laying odds. 
The feature race in Britain is the 
Victor Chandler Chase at As- 
cot, fiercely competitive yet of- 
fering backers a fair crack of the 
whip. In Ireland, by contrast, the 
lOta running of the Ladbroke 
Hurdle is once again a hopeless 
raffle giving punters as little 
chance of success as possible. 

Chandler, of course, is a 
bookie of the old school, shout- 
ing the odds on the rails and al- 
ways prepared to back his own 
judgement by laying an extra 
point about a horse he does not 
fanty. Not thaL he will have any 
difficulty Finding backers for all 
but a couple of the runners in 
his race this afternoon. As ever, 
it has attracted a high-quality 
field, but this year’s renewal is 
one of the most competitive yet, 
with established performers 
from the top rank such as Egypt 
Mill Prince taking on upward- 
ly mobile chasers like Front 
Street and Martin’s Lamp. 

Esypt Mill Prince has prob- 
ably been attempting the im- 
possible on his last two outings, 
when second both to Dublin 
Flyer in the Mackeson Gold 
Cup and then to Lonesome 


Glory, the best chaser in Amer- 
ica, who for some reason was 
weighted like a struggling 
novice for his British chasing de- 
but. Jenny Pitman's runner is 
painfully vulnerable to an im- 
proving, un exposed rival with a 
low weight, however, and to- 

roCKARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Seasonal Splendour 
(Ascot LOO) 

NS: Trail Boss 
(Warwick 1255) 

day's contest has a long list of 
candidates. 

There is no shortage either of 
form lines to connect them, but 
firm conclusions are rather 
harder to come by. Front Street, 
three times a winner this season, 
beat Martin's Lamp four weeks 
ago but is now 61b worse off for 


four lengths. Front Street has 
also beaten Gales Cavalier, 
who in turn has finished second 
to Kibreet and, last season. 
Dancing Paddy. Add in the 
ever-changing burdens involved 
and not one of those results is 
guaranteed to be repeated. 

Confused? You should be. 
One obvious point, though, is 
that with so many credible win- 
ners, there can he no value in 
a short price about Front Street 
or, in particular, Martin's Lamp , 
who may contract still further 
‘.his morning following Adrian 
Maguire's double at Ascot yes- 
terday. In a difficult race, pref- 
erence roust be for a ninner al 
longer odds, and while Dancing 
Paddy is too long at 14-1, Gales 
Cavalier (2.10) at 10-1 is the 
pick of the prices. 

That nice Mr Chandler also 
lends his support to the open- 
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iQ:i3 u-e.u-Li(M>_ii^jtaa.a(t 2 jo- 13. io« 102 1 


Shorw^-wteTKLrtM^ »g*n 5-2 11967) 

UB&g&gtiggl Htepen A raSa 25-1 1199& 


| Top traknre: P MiriBrts - Redundant Pal (1969, 1990) 

: A Mcwe - Bonakna.ilfl8ffi. Roark 119681 

I Top Jockeys: T j raffle - Bor&ms (19661, fosrt <19881 


mg novice hurdle, another fas- 
cinating contest with anv num- 
ber of possible winners. This trip 
is far from certain to suit either 
Tennessee Twist or Wislev Won- 
der and BUTTERCUP JOE 
(nap 1 .00) and Adrian Maguire 
are the pair to be on. The same 
jockey has every chance of 
recording a swift double on 
Seven Of Diamonds (1.35). 

The 23-runner contest at 
Leopardstown should be avoid- 
ed- four of the last six winners 
have started at 20-1 or greater. 
Those who cannot resist should 
consider both the poor record of 
British challengers- which this 
year are headed by the Simon 
Dow-trained, Richard Dun- 
woody-ridden Chiefs Song- and 
the success of Paddy Mullins and 
Arthur Moore. Mullins’s Gam- 
bolling Doc has dearly been (aid 
out for the race, but then so have 
most of the others. 

At Warwick, As De Carres, 
one of the best chasers in 
France, tackles British fences for 
(he first time following bis 
somewhat bizarre appearance in 
the Tolworth Hurdle at San- 
down seven days ago. Today’s 
trip and company will be much 
more to his liking - the Grand 
National is his principal target. 
A safe round of jumping is the 
most we can expect from Moor- 
croft Boy, racing today for the 
first time since a near-fatal fall 
at Aintree in November 1994. 


Simon Dow holds high hopes for Chief's Song, who has 
a stiff task in today’s Ladbroke Photograph: Peter Jay 
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10th LADBROKE HANDICAP HURDLE 
£60400 2m Penalty Value £39400 

KSnOERQ W Furlong) N ftrfong 10 ll 12 


BBC1&C4 


DEHUMOTIE M Scrtey) M Cuvwifflam 7 11 6 

srwBEsax<Ro»tc®tow-rrt*reBrii5 

CHIEFS SONS Mr Ame Dm*) S DQw (GBi 8 11 2 

CWJSSFARNOGUE (G Safari) A P OBnen 7 1012 

IGMJRO (USA) (Tut C«v Rang) D Eteworm <GB> 8 ID 12 . 

SKAWAR (D P 9tiriey) U J POTfrer 5 10 12 

KAUMKKHM4ik)taF , McManj5)AP01ten51(>ll 

ARCTIC WEATHER tftetew Bomsi V J P OBnen ? IP 1£K 

GAMBOtlING DOC (Us M Olay) P L&fflns 6 10 10 

NON VWTAK (Alan Manr) M Chaprwn fCBl 5 ID 8 

NORDIC IH0BN (Paer Matanei M BncsJ 6 10 7 

REASUH IP Senegal E J O-OSW 6 10 6 . 


-JCFOBUbci 

-JUPDnyer 

-PCMny 


27 223371- JBT&L Ulxyras Batty* U U obb 6 lb 2, 

IB 6-ZH31 BOOKCASE ttoen (80) Ud) D BswWKffi) 9 ID 1 

19 60938-4 fMBlHEAMnOMsEtensdscCbratfMMijntflBlOO.. 

20 442211- BANK SIATBIBfT iMk Ax* Rerraig) T J Taafle 5 9 12 

21 23113-1 DANCE SEAT (Ms E Qufisfy/ Mr 1 Hsmgon 5 9 12 

22 206164- 1EGGAGH UW (Ms PanckHyraiPJ Ryrw 5 9 12 

23 476 931- mmr?EU)irCSse&lJEUunm7912 

- 23 dadoed - 

UMmum: Bsi 12/L True -ejfasr Bank Sammem Set 10b. leQ&gr Defy Ssr S&, itfswJat? 9a 
BEITM* 6-1 Jeff* 7-lDefiymaytn. SarataM, ID-1 Faatiy Way, 11-1 Doc, UMIta, 



FAAfiU' WRY Ucdn P Mdtrusi ALT Moore 9 10 5 

PAUCBBATE KM Idas N Wfitosj A VIHtans (681 7 ID 4 
SAMARA (Ttarue S^naca&l WPMfflns SID 4 


m Onrw Baa, Dostum, J4-1 Arcfle wmter, BrnkStMaao*. CUeffe Song, 22-1 Basfrii, 25- 
1 Nonfe Item. State, 28-1 Omstmoan. WonMd. PatocefiatB Kh& Sqffln SB. 40-1 oltere 
199& Arusha 102 JP Broderick 17 an 

FORM GUIDE 

Pt n y u N. fourth m tne 1994 Ladbrote, was second last year and made a cronVsmg 
reappearance when three tenges thtrd to DANCE BEAT at Favyftouse 12 days ago. MKhael 
Curmingvm expects ms geXfag to come on for mar run but He lias plenty of «*igm lor a 
race I the the and teswa Hamngprrs progressive mare may come out on top, Wtte MuUnrt 
Samtwfa «s another rmpmvmg mare who has strong place claims, write Chiefs Song has 
done wel to win his last two ouon^ and looks the best of the raiders- Arthur Moore's pair. 
FanBy Way and JeflM. writ oath have merr supporters, but l expect the former to onprone 
s lot on res re appea rance and come closest to adding td Moore'S impressive record. 
■ DJCa »W SrtBcaotr DANCE BEAT. 


-LP Caack 
__A McCabe 
-BSharite 
— CF9MO 

TP Rudd 

_.TPT«acy 


..DT Evans 
— J Stott 

F Woods 

..BHarttag 


ASCOT 

L0<fc This is certainly ihe most com- 
petitive Device hurdle of the season 
so Tar and SEASONAL SPLEN- 
DOUR is only just preferred as she 
is from a stable in such fine form. 
She has looked an improved per- 
former both on the Flat and over 
jumps in the last year and receives 
up to Pfb. One of those conceding 
weight, Le KhtramT, should not be 
overlooked even though he is from 
the small stable of Milton Bradley. 

□OQ 

US: Easy Buck was gifted a race 
at Haydock Inst week, while The 
Frog Prince threw away his chance 
with a bad mistake the same day. 
Spuffingtoo is certainly well hand- 
icapped but does not have the 
benefit of an outing so the selec- 
tion is SEVEN OF DIAMONDS, 
who did well against lenient ty- 
haadicapped Front Street last time. 

nm 

2J(k BIG MATT will be better suit- 
ed by this easy ground than his 
Mackeson conqueror Egypt Mill 
Prince and is still unexposed. 
WARWICK 

2.00: ALL FOR LUCK has ability 
but, with question marks against so 
many here, this is a contest to treat 
with some caution. 
nrjrj 

235: Jibber The Kibber failed to 
complete here Jnst week but is the 


HYPERION’S! 

- ■ :■ “—4 



c hief threat to SIMPLE ARITH- 
METIC The toner also fell last time 
out. but that was over Sandown's | 
more formidable obstacles. 

□□Q 

3.05: Terao reminded us of his tal- 
ents with a sound victory at Ling- 
field, but his jumping is unreliable. I 
Perhaps DO BE BRIEF is a better 
proposition. This marathon is per- 
fect for this bold jumper. 

□CD 

3.4th Not as competitive as might 
first appear, because runners qual- 
ify for the Gold Card Final just by 
mining up. PHARANEAR won 
over three miles last time, but 
scored at this distance at Chepstow-, 
beating recent winner Buckbouse 
Boy. A strong pace is assured with 
Hops And Pops in the field. 

LEOPARDSTOWN 
230: Chiefs Song has excellent cre- 
dentials but the testing going counts 
against his chance. JeffeO has been 
heavily backed in recent days, but 
DANCE BEAT looks better value. 


WARWICK 


17.25 General Tonic 
12-55 Sparkling Yasntin 
JL30 Mistinguett 
2D0 All For Luck 


HYPERION 

2^5 Simple Arithmetic (nb) 

iOS Do Be Brief 
3.40 Pfiaran ear 


RED ROSE JUVENILE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS C> £6000 
added 4Y0 2m 

031210 10 LCORAN BAT C12) (D) {0FJ Wgsl Hansi I 11 5 . 

5WTMG MOON (9Q nWs K RDters-Hinlle) F JoQan 11 i 
WATCH MY UPS (85) TO <Vs, D J MersxU M Tamo^ U5_ 

BAUBMBOBI M HoicosonJ B Smart 11 
ELPOOS {28} (Ms Mav Vinns) U Hamnorc 11 0 
WOWMtDt BOCK (7) 1L. A Uagmi R HMnAesC U 0 ~ 

HE 1WDW5 THE RULES J Heroootf, R BjOfcr U 0 

HBHPAJUtARCH 'Put beeru NMH 11 0. 


GOING: Of"" I lo SiifL 
■ lAji-Korid «»>urse. Run-in >.4 J10>-nnb. 

B hiim.- l- wj-A "i rity an R 1U9r-. Then- h a regutar but service train ihe railway 
.i.-j* ai Ix-vJi \ Vann. i t J id jwqy > anrf Lamiiufmn Sjw luvtr 2m away) ADMISSION: 
Hal. i 14 1 1*, ra J-l -yearn .I. b. su»: Taurr^ilk- S»: Ojww W. CAK PASS: Club S«. 

r§r 


Ml rjees. 


■ LE.VDINC TR.UNEKS WITH KL'NNEBS: M Pipe - f» winners from 1 13 runners ghw, 

- riii" .4 J" "A. and # ke» Ir. a S 1 UnxJ sukc ot S13.D7; D Nichofcoa - ii winners, 
:>rj runners. 22#V*. ♦ j l.l.flft; Mra J Pltnun - IS wtan^-r*. SI runner*. 184)V +1IW3; N 
C*acW - J" wiihsvw :<P/uniMTv Ja.0%. WR.7&. 

■ LE.UUNG JOCKEYS: K Dnnwoorf) - S »hk 10R ndes. +5 19.71 ; J Osborne 
- ! mn.-, yt mte-. IS. PM. S2L. 117: A Ungobt - 1 1 wire, 79 rates 1 7.7*. -S692; N WHfianaon 

- 1 1 wins. 18 ok-- ItPW. -SI JU. 

tVTWKES IN THE 1AST SEVEN DAYS: FaU Of 0*t» i 3.061 won at Warwick on &u- 

tmUy 

LO.VJ-DISTANCE BlOiNEBS; Carrol B«' I I2.W1 has tvun s«m 18« roHrabj- M Ofile from 
Rn:kfa.-aJm!ii. tw-n; .Awliolot t2.W»j >ew 1 76 mile, by P B-wen from Havafontwert. Pyfat- 
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IR BBSIY ID G nr** W Jane U 0 
BAUTSA (43] ' , . , 7enat> R 2 =ng &j»au fla M Kanmcna U 0 — 
RANCSi SUMIC (8) |G Femw G Fwro U 0 
SEUWi feerg D GanCoHa J10 


MSttNSUEIT u*n Dufiptf N TirsBMvOwes ID 9 
SHFTJtfiAW ’.i? J SSssO S 9'euocC 10 9 



JtffBehank 

R Johnson 


FORM CUBS 

Thu couree attracts decent-seed hdtl& summer and winter, but (here is a nice biend cT qual- 
ity mbed m today and thts nmtee chase s ft* of interest wnh the Supreme Novice Hume 
Him SMPlE ARIllMEIlC sub to iea them an granted a clear rawid. Michael Motley has 
found this a lucky course in me past and perhaps that augurs wefl for Simple Arithmetic, 
owned by las wile. &wy rich a chaser on toot®. Smpte Arithmetic slipped and Wl at Sanoown 
tact vm after an aducatlonal first run mere behind Certainly Strong. Even if he had been 
ndden up with the pace on that debut, he might have been overcome by he inexperience 
m trying to keep tabs on the pacey winner (on the mark agar yesterday). Trip, gcung and 
course look fin® lor tom here, txit Seek The FaWi and Air Shot are previous winners ® 
fear. Seek The Faith, in pertxaiiar. seems wkefy to show at Dos Dip alter finishing so soong- 
ly to pip CnaOerxJBr Du lus rarer t*» miles m the Chepstow mud That was 52 days ap». so 
he rrngit just tack a aitbng-edge here, but hel pay to fbHcw. J giber The KBdier was a M 
tco keen, fdtng at the Ibuth, txi Ws Warwick chasing bow. but this grand, sow gelding, 
winner of Chepstow's Tc*e S#ver Trophy ewer htades. ® gpmg to make a useful chaser n 
time. Arctic Wkjgs and The Caumrue are amongst the others ones capable of staking a 
dam ano Second CaH. who hasn't go! round m three chasmg attempts, has nevertheless 
shown a fan bn of ability, too. Her mare's aUowanee wiH be a great advantage when she 
ei*ntua*y sorts out her nsnpmg. SeMcU o K SIMPLE ARITHMETIC 


-lSdecdmd- 

BET 1 IN 6 : 4-1 SMvM. 13r2 Msttaemtt, 7-1 Vtab9 My Up^ S-l Ntoaraa Bay. B-l M4t FatrfeRb. 
10-1 SMR U-l Mtsa. 12-1 SWfiOg Mooo, 24-1 othere 

1B9& Arrm 4 U5V.'Ma^no-9iT) Nichotson! 10 an 


[3J05] 


TOTE NATIONAL HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) 
£15000 added 3m 5f 


C4 


1-66416 AS DES CAfltES (FR} f7) IttuM Cohov i 9 12 0 . 


C4 


lo nril EDWARD COURAGE CUP (HANDICAP CHASE) 

(OJVSS O £ 1 A 000 added an 4f 120yds 

0121' ■ DUSTykEiS? (U13J ffJ) 'Azaarcfuo Cbm Ermpnsed 5 Sheraoext ID 12 0-M Octants 
111QF-P ALL TOR UfCK (28) (D) (3 J Cta® M Rpe U 12 0 Jtiww 


?yn g | HAMPTON HILL NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 
u , / ' q i £4,000 added 2m 



2XJ21-: BAWSTM (36)'R3£XJ»ft»<raa'Ra^NH?floB«an51^ 

24 10 PaiROf f61j (D) {BR 'MisG AESnuBi) MTomjAinSoll 13— 

> 2^-022 GSeiAL TOMC 'S&sgfc Rra» D texWfe 91112 

4 ,5^2-i4 Tl«0IIVStf3UtUaAC»fenl6P!eeee5119 — 

5 G03C7 HtjraiO <39j (BFJ iftoflen 4 Etoabetfi fitCfwsr Mb JRonen 5 It 7 — . 

3 61153? DAWAIGHIWtiAt£{31KM(MsslaC&rt'lOShefW0Cd6115 JAMcCarttqi 

0601 BWSffiD (291 ID] 'MosNCTasWM Weavers 111 JRi 

i 7Z254- SPEAKS? WEAIRBKL ( 224 ] 'UCyAnre Bentn*) 0ft»W3n7 111 
9 752 HANDLER: (42) (Bfi (C Per. Afre Mema JoiK 5 11 1 — 

it 435-6QA WME 0 THREE f33]'6xK« Tool U01 A Npcombe 7111 
Ll 56 3l-.’4 SWISS AlOWmiN (2fl « P *sopt P Bean 6 10 13 v -~ 
c BASSSNHAUX OO] Otanwy RaoflgCkfil Mis P 9t fi 10 1, ... 

12 F4 ggJREIrti CHOICE (47? -Ifts A v 7ewan» PlHcSTdeS IP r 
14 OCriP.-j MR P0PSJEW 1105) iibe Pea FurtcnfiPaftnerehipi RB 08 *ra.i 7 10 1 
la QP004P ALACUE (74) iWs Bartra 7««l R Atvr 5 10 0 — ... 

16 C0Kr5? WHATS THE JOKE ffil) 'Jare. R tudi) J Tie* 7 10 Q 
- 16 deefared- 

SEttnC: A-l General Tonfc. 11-2 Rabera. M mew?. 

pie, 10-1 Swws M Taneeeq. 12-1 Speaker WeaO*rrd. 14-1 M«ifere, 16-1 o«Ws 

19K: Sli-T-eac* J 11 0 f Psiftm 5-t U JenWisI 5 ren 

LEASOWES MATOEN HURDLE (CLASS E) £3^00 added 
2m 4f 110yds 


F4124-6 iBOtSH ITOt (5« (EDI (MGSSiffln/ NGasetoe 11 120 

?.UPi>- LAKE WSSKJN 1368) (Dj TA' T «S J Pronan UU9. 
3024CF 4#08Sfflr(9t(tWiHJc»Pa«*n9117 
15-1541 JAMES THE FKST (33) 15 L Bfavrenj P \icnd5 8 U 6 
633214- agSTT DUE fSOWfDf JS A fkibiwO G fkCOsD 13 110- 
31524-4 SCOLE (10) (CO) B AHibSatlJ G HiAtenJ 11 ID 13 
1P63-1B OBimW&etXrflr:}B(M91D13. 
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F13031 

12 
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BRAKE (I) (MS J MoiAJI N TdeonttMS ID 11 3 . 


— J FlUey 
-0 Waisti (5) 


56F044 DOBEHBHF(30) dnciBrowOMfS JPmran 111D7. 


.Jttwart 


— Mr J Ctffloty (7) 

Rl 



11235 


15 


J AlOAN BUC W> Sf-w Twraffl ttBC Co Laf, . U 9 

i>5-0 CAfffTS COTTAGE (31) iThe Csagp ^masip' J ESwre d 11 9 ** 7(12 

CAfflOTBAV f-’BDgN ^V(¥el0119 1 


CAfMUi t»T -- C op: a 

RD CHANTtEBMN(40i:VisSarcra\Wrtrr^Dr.iMi»w'all- - 

DOK ‘ Vt Pt'.ae 3o?-s' ft Sra^ 7 11 9 

y OOOGOt 142] 'D J Pntt! U V.'Ansm S 11 9 — 

£LA RAUKAfB MDll i&s&s MaMev M L 5 ^ * — 

5344 raXWOT ROM® (30j iBF) iucir CotSart CM * D | — 
i5C BBUBiVfW 0U fflF) >HKac rtPf! J ahats 6 U 

2 HOHMUSK OSpniDFawreKasW5119 

4 wwwdwwfiiriiiMfflsajj- 

0 iASOWSFABMQSgitftDa^cigjnittCijyS llB _ 

C KEY ID MOTODE (8) 'Vs IfW v f ^ “ 
BAMS70WNUU) — 




__lKarvey 

-RSWWgB 


„JIIMby(7) 

JtJotBmO) 
_IAMeCanSy 
_RNnant 


121422 PISS’S WOODY (44} (D) ,B R WiSOaij N HemBton B LO ID IRI 

11 22P11-6 BOSTON ftOVBi (3tfl (ZJ) -0 SKcrun) 0 Barren 11 10 8 -Ml 

12 324-3TO FAIR BROTB (8) ;MsStf.S3JG Bating 10105 11 

13 a?-®/ RWPTOlSBHJGHr (K?fSPT**aJ)GDKfies-jBnes8103 DTWWtO 

14 3KSLA. TO t»RU TBAE 0) (P) <k« « Bararttoyi M*i H Kiiga 13 10 3 

15 51415-3 KNGSCNESW (222)®).7Ja«^B6t*te81D3-. 

16 F315-1P DBIBCnWE (1® TO '^erery Hjccooi M V.'Soraori 7 10 0 . 

-IBdOdred- 

Jrje haratap nejfir Os&KOve 9a lllb. 

BEfTlNG: S-Z James llte first, fr-1 Denver Bey. 7-1 A! For Luck. JW» WoMy, 9-1 Kertttb PJper, 
15-1 Boston Rmer, Diitioctive, 12-1 Awt-ata. 14-1 VMppere DeBght. IB-1 ctbas 
199& v, Til's k: Co: 10 11 c 6 ftaSey 9^ IP Mchote) 5 >ar 
FORM CUBE 

An absstte- Ol tsto than tnree years Ml) put man/ off Dusty MRer. but he connections 
would nc; have persevered wuftout gpoc c age Mark Rchanfc s not gang to ni^i turn mtD 
anything and a usstcrang brief is enwety serabte. but Dusty MiUet. the ufrmw of two out of 
ttireo novice chases o 1992-93. « not handica p p e d out of ttvs. despit® the 12st- Cuddy 
Dais s not geong any younger at out was a wnrer at Sandown lor khek Henderson last 
season aid kiw. tack with Geoff Hviibaid. Scale runs fiy Hubbard, too. wnh Cuddy Date's 
jockey sporting a dsungushkig red cap. Fate Brother IS hanracapoed to take advance an 
the day he puts m a dean round of jumping, but a could be a pamfd wait ana DENVER 
BAY s north gr.-mg anohier chance to on the 6trengm of ba, early- December wm » Tow- 
oester when he won cn)y an oromary corttest, but *d it well under list 13®. He dtdnl took 
so wed on a return wsrt eiffo days ago, but peitops that first run since the freeze-up was 
just neeaed. James The First is fine when he can dominate, white Distinctive sank m the 
Unweld rwe las: time and can be fatswn that lapse. He has a fitting chance Off 10st 
The ex-teish Kings Cherry is a poestofe. whfle PhSp - * Woody fas been lunrang crerfltabfy 
m btnkere. AB For Lock. Kentish Piper and Lake M tiri o n cannot be written off fl estate 
doubis about then- current worth. S ef cc ho vt: DENVER BAY 


-12 

Mnfnum Hie^c lOst. True tendtep: the M nMam i fl 9st 12b. Fa I Of Oats 9a Sfc Atce Smtfi 8a 3ft. 
BETOM: 3-1 Hum, 4-1 Terao, 9-2 As Das Cm, 1M Do Be Brief. 8-1 nffl of Oats, orange 
Brake, 9-1 Vkxnpt De Vakam, 12-1 MoOroeA Boy. 14-1 utters 
199& Wdfflord 12 10 7 W Marston 7-2 (Mrs J Ptfmarl 7 ran 
FORM CUBE 

MAAMUR. a course winner over three mtes end a quarter, is iftefy to cope with the extra 
essence and a the up-and-coming runner in this race in which he gets 171b from the in- 
terest*^ French recruit As Des Canes. Maamur s dwetopmg into a ueeM handicapper 
arO was. an easy winner m TowceaeT earty Iasi month. He was Knomssn/e. too. m the George 
Coney Ch all eng e Cup here last February when Paired by Chrts Broad. It s difficult to know 
j ua whar to arpea of Ak Des Canes, but he boasts tn^vdass chasing form to France and 
wffl profit from last week's huittes pipe-opener. Mom croft Boy has the credemtais to go 
well but he rearms from a lay-off arid his fitness wffl need tn be spot-tn rarer this searching 
mo. Terao is often let down by fn$ jumping but Old naming wrong at Ungffeid tost time and 
won with authority. This une, he has an extra m*e ahead of him. fbR Of Oats warns a sta- 
mina test but Maamra looks a ntxcft better. Setedioo: MAAMUR 




C4 


WARWICK GOLD CARD HANDICAP HURDLE (QMAL 
(F1ER) (CLASS B) £8fi00 2m 4f llOytis 

mio- AUSAIWN (282) (CD) Matin hoe teOngDLM M Ppe 6 12 0 MbEmbb 

U11D&-1 HOPS ATS) POPs ((fie Hfitpy Band) R After 9 111 Ml P Henley (5) 

303F1Q BBU.SWKBOV (36) (Ctfl OtW Bel 6 Son Utf) C Bead 7 10 U . 

12140-4 8R0RElMPEU(FS)(3q(VlrcenfiMyiWPpe910B. 


2106-24 FUZZYUnC (30) (CheKnfism Rating Ltd N Tvnston-C&wes 8 10 7 -TJenta 

PCKU12- PRA0ADH p(B} 1C] (D) IMn MteBate McOtonei R ftoM 13 10 7 DOSAvao 

6-41311 PHARAfCAR (31) TO (Ssairiess Tbieadad Fasttnere; D Mdwson 6 10 6— Jl JobBson (3) 

1IV12P0- DO BE KATIE O05J (Peter, ana Uei Mr J Btmar 8 10 6 R Feral 

OlOFa-l PLEASURE SHARH3 (701 Rony Eoesl P HDtts 6 ID 2 JFTffley 


235 


WESTMINSTER TAXI INSURANCE NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS C) £7fi00 added 2m 4f 100yds 


33 


10 031410- CASH CHASE (281) (0) (Stephen RjefflO Bremen 8 100. 

U 2V£&- BtHlfCEH {837) (DJ (W E Sate J Grflow 10 IDO 

346a« HARAR (31) Ms Mar^M Sampan] R Rowe 6 100 

ttl- COWinrnAASTHlpADtChra Brasher) CEgfton 7 10 0-. 


-Li 


1(5) 
J>CM»(7) 


_MrJcawy(7) 


1 41CP-1? BUMOUIR BAT (7) iteres Motoni S Snawxxi 7 11 8- 

. Any Lews <3) 2 -'22&-L1 «R SHOT (143? [Vs Peer Pnxxr£ 0 ttet&son S 11 5 


.Harvey 


P Crodey (7) 

,_A thomtoa 


UMSTCWN LAD -iwnn5?« W-’®” ko ® s > ■ MrPItaito® 

SOUND FORECAST 'I 4 iVTS AftsSHWWtfi -1 . ^ q> 

03 SUBSSTTOC « 7) Vn ffj® -tosa* Ai^5 u 119 

thegoakead jsfBMs 

HE IKWHE® BBtnezrjv- U b&mt ' tfSBa 

« • 1 WXF i£WER (OTI **^**'£* 1,1 i 1 "U'IITj’fiS 

3 ttUB-BCSS ’«) dL* 3- ,GHng«lf3] 

£i-C- BCtALGS) ^ L:-.?" 3 ?m~e bl-i- ~rrT. ~ Affietea 

t taa U.-S kte=»' 1 ^ 


_ 13C.D-1 SfflttHERinH(USA](52)[RHFMaaiws)USheppaKl7115 — 

4 C0-S42 1 HCOSA W7(EttTC3B:rte2igtii8RAfte7115 

a ma.i ARI1CWWB5 {mdaovAjreBereiriduOBennanBllO, 

6 1245-14 BSiSire O3iSGi»tiSiPrt«5 7 210 

: sms? QOS RAfiBI 1*78] llarres Qa9Bmi N fieffiavDaws 7 11 0, 

5 C-FC E«WD(A«IOW|S(ii»sSKaoaHgi]HKa8nsgi61lO 

a SOD SFBDYDU (32) ffCOOp! Cite* J 110 

i: jEsajTHEHSBm /7)(BF}tfHarw»'- WsJFtmajTU 0 

:: sc5>L£ ApRfmaEIE (7) Ms Mchaef Mos^i K Baiey 8 U. 0 

5,^Lf4 S7RQNBXt# {32)tGAHJxxa}>GH££ae511i> 


-ItePKeotev 



SMdke 'J 


c- PAPTOA ma. n - 

« 5wSb^m ua 

B »MM Bose. 2*2 

fte Rteond Beat 12-1 Foxtrot Ro«««. 

1991 sn ?,rsA 7 U ^ 3 *f»* = 1 ■“» ' s **»**‘~ 


. TAKE DV STORM p7)fflRWfSRccentaM«nlBBwWer7UO 

<^4^4 nffCAtBRUE (7?'7hfQr.JteftflfWnsrsfawCBatongB110 IBM* 

-V. j.; POPPEA (S>):AnneDuhe6S0ir*stmns»iTRreM71Q9 IFtSUey 


SE5GSD CALL (S9f (BF) iV V»d-7?smas; Cap T Rzs® 7 10 9. 

- 16 1 


JR 


ffimsfi: 11 - 4 ten* Atmatttc, 74 «erJI»»ter 1 WAIrSteil.MStefcItoFaaS,lMW- 
BMoto Bay. 12-1 Second CaH tbe Catena, 14-1 Bete Ufa, VSeoea, 18-1 others 

j qy;. cJsnSUSS =as/et u-lfl 'CatMkri Man 


12 

13 

14 3VP105 ANGBD-SDOIBLE OflCI Hennood)RBu*ter8 100. 

15 UfH/ NSWOODMUPPEtr7E6){[B(DGBlE«len)AJWBon9100 

16 226120 WRPTO (2B) (Savtxook Pak Mj n aRvfg m} Al Hammond 6 10 0 te C Bonner (3) 

17 014044} RN0US» (29 Udm StEWfflrl 0 CarisBff 6 ID 0.— teyiyoro 

16 2111 -U0 GL 8 t MRAGE (33) U Coonajei M Cocnt» 11 10 0 It G Bates (7) 

-ISdedarad- 

Unfnum rxigt: IDa Tiue hondcap Boumger 9a lift. Karar 9s So. Countrymaaer 9a 3ft. 
Anjetoi Double 9a 1ft. (Jeednood A&poer 9 sl WeSo 8a lift, WroisM 3sf Sfc Gten 7sf Tttt 
BETTWa 4-lFteraoear, 5-1 Hope And mps, 11-2 Pleaeue Sum, 7-1 Encore Ue Peu, B-l ABe- 
teJk*. 10-1 Puny Lode, 12-1 Bel SWIbqjr, Do Be Have, 14-1 Pragadn. 16-1 often 
3996: Mractt Uan 7 10 6 D CSutoen 14-1 (C Uteedonl 24 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Mud-kwmg Encore Un Peo wfl De sharper fiv hre pleasing comeback run at HavOock last 
month and you can't & too far unrig wzb Martin Pipe at present Even so, PLEASURE 
SHARED, one that PhBtp Hobbs acquired from Km BaAey, impressed when sewing at Chep- 
stow m Ncktenber. He can Improve further, whefc be mu need to. and the Dcotag of Jason 
Tiuey tafias the eye. Hope And Pope is a useful mare who wl need to be right on the ball 
JO Ate tarn the trort to tea, white Phaomar is on the upgrade and has good Owner Richard 
Johnson on las side. Angelo's Double Is one note, txd ha is out of the handcap this rune 
?nd Bsfl Staffyay S pret&reti, Stioctierr PLEASURE SHARED 


raceIJne 

FUS.L RESULT* SERVICE 

089 1*1 68 -l_ 6 § 


RACING RESULTS 




23 S 


ASCOT 1101 
WARWICK; 102120 
K'CASTiE !l03|203 
UH6TIILD|104)204 

IRISH il20Mi 


a r-'s« (r * - • 1 


ASCOT ^ 

1 ACT OF FAJffl iC IW-n- 

1 ,^v-i •»-?: 2, Zajlra »•- 3* Mister Oeey 

?3~*5Z***£*jZ 

, L u--,*; Tote: cP—u. 

*£ , 3 ^Vtis:a cs=- £s-^- »■ 

*■:«. 53. \» 7r wa/ce. 

are: 1- STORM NORIH .R D&-- 

Boy fr- & viuv £4.55, 

?; ,v £i.ro. r“ £35.‘>i Cs--- 

f r- — • 22.- 7 — ills “J. ‘A 

. laaar.TracMw— • -- 

i .^^'^^sKia csF-SS'^. 

, ''j'o&i. PERCY SMOUETT 4 


2. itogufded ASsefle 11-4 3. Rnn 

UnThe Flag 5 - 3 . 9 tea. a. 20. iD Nichot 
Sr T &*.««- rate: £7.90. £2X. 
£l.k . £2.00. OF; £15.60. CSF. C537. Tn- 
cst: i 3 i 4 5. 7ra' £T0u» Deiffia Dote. 

6 a-r-»- Ss-^-ffar- taftshw Gaia 
3 J 5 : 3. TREASURE AGAIN Q 3yrrte) K- 
.. 2 , Jattlb l-i-L' 3. lltetey Bbie 12-L 14 
ran. 7-7 1 43-- »C5r« :5th'- -V 3 - 9- >*** 
'•gr . ta Jcres. Larroerw- Teto: £15^0: 
£.4.60. £5.sX- £3-6C. OF; £163.70. CSF- 
£177 21. T-oas= £2^90iL T«r l-®», 
r r. -=*; £Ti.£C8.78 a Ascot Si- 
2 ?, Fbcepet£9&3.S3 Qn a fr* &CLS1 
M 6 : £»4 riJ. Pte* 5: £1«.01- 
MUSSELBURGH 
12 . 45 : 3. DIRECT ROUTE ;PCartwiy) « 
1 . 2. Stash The Cash 10-1: 3. Canaan Vtt- 
lev “5-L 13 ran. 11 -9 Tcu|M 5 Rr.iera. 

i ■*' 1 xrrsert O»0. Tcffle: £4.40: 

rVl-c" £133. £2 C.9C. OF; £3.10. CSF: 
£13.75. Trv. £32.30: £1C356 cfl to Ascnf 

MARCHANT UNO (R Gartr.l 5- 
* - 2. ficujoflr 6-1 3. H ttofN — *1 Jt fe. 
13 ran. 1-1 ? *3- Wor ‘ e >- ^ - 


8 . (M Hammond, MKhSehem). Tote: £5.10; 
£LS0. 0. 4a £2.90. DF: £1420. (»: 
£36.45. Tmc £7 JO. 

1-45: i. KIMBERLEY BOY (P Mveri) 4- 

1 2 . Fanny Bo m 3-1 lav. 3. BnekBotfr- 
wtfte 5-1. 12 ran. 10. 2. (Mrs M Rewley. 
Satourn). Tots: £5i»: £220. £2.20, 
£250. OF: £10.70. CSF: £15.72. TncasC 
£56.53. Tno- £13.10. 

215: 1. FIVE TO SEVEN lADobbmj 5-2: 

2 Knaw-No-No 10-1:3. Taro Card 150-1. 
33rao. 11-10 tav Amigas (pufiod u». 15. 12. 
iC Thornton. kWdienamj. Tata: £3.10; 
£150, £2.40, £fiL30. DF; U6-40. CSF: 
£2& 11. Tito: not im £106.56 off 10 Asc« 
3.45 today. Nft Gui^-A. 

24E 1. LMAIHEN (P NKf« B-l: 2 Bate 
asms 10-1: a Don't 7 Ml J bdy 33 2 IS 
m. 5-2 tsv Toasarfyer (5tfi). 4, 7. (Mrs M 
Reveiey, SNtbumf. Tats: £8.50; £2.10, 
£1.40. £13.60. DF: £3L7Cl. CSF: £83.40. 
TncasC £2311-49. 

3J5: a. CHARMMG GALE IA Watt) 7-U 
2 . PBrttsn 9-2; 3. Potato Man 66-1.9 fan. 
3-1 tov Crass Cannon (unseated rides). 1-i. 
& ff/rs S Breabume. Cuteri Tata: £12.70: 


£2.70, £130. £760. DF: £10.40. CSF: 
£3030. Tricasc £1,74086. 

a4& 1. NATIVE CROWN (A Watt) 33-1: 
2. Unto 4-5 fa* O D*Atbiay Street 9-2 7 
ran. 5, V*. (Mrs S Bredbume. Cupar)- Tote: 
£23X10; £6.40, £1.10. DF: £15.40. CSF: 
£59.03. PJseapot £12660. Qr»t*»fc Not 
won; £47.10 cfl to Ascot today. Place 6: 
£595-43. Place S: £164.67. 

SOUTHWELL 

1230: 1. MODEST HOPE Mrs D KfiOweO 
10-1: a. Mr Mortally 54 tan 3. Beaman 
8-L 9 ran. 2, 2. (B (Wtmondl.Tote: £ 1100 : 
£210, £1.10, £3.7a DF: £12.80. CSF: 
£23,74. Incasn £106.41. Trio. £54.80. 

12J& L WSSENTDRiGCaner) 12-1- 2. 
Mra 8-1: 3. Stand TaR 2-1 tov 12 ran. 3. 
2. 0 awert. Tote: 114.60: £2.20. £2.40. 
£1.70. W: £110.10. CSF- £105.76. Treasc 
£255.70. Tno-' £6&«0. 

120: L A1QAR (Mess S KOeway] 13-2; 
2. CaUar Wrtg 2-1; 3. Coratec's Legend 
6-S tav. 7 ran. 5h hd. S. (Mds Gay telle- 
way). Tote: £6.5Q: £3.20. £1.00. DF: 
£13.40. CSF: £19.39 TruasE £23.50. NR: 
Moetete. 


L55: L EULOGY (T Ashtoyt 12-1: 2. Su- 
penuotld 12-L 3. 0 Nldo 7-4 fa-. 13 ran. 
y<. 20. fK Burke). Tots: £lL2ft £3J0, 
£4 DO, £1.70. DF; £167.60. CSF: £1444L 
225: 2. FAJREY FB& 1Y ti CrumodO 
10- U 2, Sartous Fact 7-2 Ira.: 3. My Cher- 
ryttel 5-1. ll ran. V.*, l J /4. (M Camaom. 
Tote: £17.20: £3 JO. £2I!0. £2.20. Dual 
Foretasc £34.90. CSF. £43.42. Tncasl. 
£183.67. 

236: 1- CELESTIAL CHMR (R Lappati 6- 
4fav; 2. Wtarslhc Wenflct 6-1; 3. Tartan 
Gear 7-L 6 ran. 13. 5. U Eyre. '.Tote: £130: 
£L30. £2.80. DF: £430. CSF: £1021 
325: 1. FIRST GOLD IS D WiUiamsi 10- 
1; 2. At Die Sawjr 11 -2; 3. Sense of Pri- 
ority 5-4 f». 14 ran. 1ft. 3»f.. u Whanonl. 
ToSe £8.50; £220. £3.00. £1.20. DF: 
02.10. CSF: £68.73. Tno: £29.80. 

3.55: L ample BAY (P Roberts} 3 1 fra.i 
2. Boni&mins law 6-1; 3. Band of Hope 
8-1. 13 ran. 3, 6. (A Batfevj. T«e: £3.20: 
£1.80. £1.90. £2.5a DF: £18-20. CSF- 
£23.06. Tncost £12725. Tho. £20.20. 
Quod pah £19.00. Pfacepot £45.60. 
Mace & £44.10. Place 5: £21.78. 


ASCOT 


HYPERION 

3-00 Seasonal Splendour *£ JM 

l^S Seven Of Diamonds ^5 IWl OfTtiHoyf 

2_10 BIG MATT (nap) S - 45 MofStod< - - 


GOING: Ctawa - 0«rd lo Soft (Solt t*0**X ««"»* “ th ’“- 

■ RiRM-fund ^ Uv**** from Mi) flunr und 

■Rmcoiurk ' te r new jlJraLhnra I'wnJ- Rfuhmy aailnn iuct- 

LadwavStoS afttowm#- ADMISSION: i J 6 iJuniur Mvni- 

S» l~l, S4, renulmkT free. 


SIS 


_ , p. nnuc TttAINESS- M Pipe — 16 winner, from naurere al o rauo of 21. n k 

UhSaimSi I STsilScl«takraf +S13.72; N Tvrtilon-Davw* — I', winner*. 

W ^OSherwood — 1 4 winner., R7 runr»». M.Cra. -AU47: J 

nm raro. 2 3.9% -S 1 N Beattewte - 1 « 1 1 rwnwi ' 1 10% - 

Odes. 3L1M. + S 17.,,. R 

rtS^Tr!?*. -S17JM: M A Kt*gM«W — Iff wronen*. lute*. Ih.1%. +Sir«..i.i. A 
P McCoy — h wuitmts, 3! rrics, 23%. +4i^-t»-' i - 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: Bray Buck (t.:«o i »«n u Ifaydock but Saiur- 

Snc-WSTANCE RUNNERS: Unde Ernie ww!n 224 mlhs Trom J Ftufier- 
aid’s Nr>rion stable in Noah Yorkshire. 


-a^n-l VICTOR CHANDLER NOVICE HUOTLE (CLASS |BBC1 
■*-UO{ q £iijooo added 2m 4f £8,571 


53-2111 i£KH0l«Fff»WBIfflBWlSl4a«JMto*y5U8. — 
wautiooo oSu [S8 (D)(MbU W aawgtt H Wna B 1J6 

M MumerP fEOI " , t - — IrBUflMflVtSi Lftfl Wf5 1 WnUfi t 


...etecowt 

Km“1 mmiuvw CASTL t [521 UD l*«s u nainHN » ® ftMOd 

"^^21 7EMCSSEE 1MST (SO) IHetewod teenwmnai Lg> Wre J_Wnun6 ll B -W MaWtta 
OoSm fteMEVWOtttai pa <M«y Go# Partnasran n TwanOwes 6 U B — C IteMByn 

39212 B0TTERC1JP X 16 « C F Faan) p ^ U r nr ";'n 

1313-1 Baai®ff EQtfPOME (29) ** ***"? 

111221 BHBOT PG) TO (BF) iCMBtmher P J Bawi) J His 5 ll 4 

3MH> AIUUIE (B8) fS Oougll J Wg6 11 nH 

050 AUJWM33) B*sMUe*e»yn)QUwe*in^llO ■ — DKaafws 

OPO BISHOPS TALE (30) G Bakuie f'UO 

P26AO- DEUAKBOROT (USA) B97) IM C Bantet M Banfc Till f.”*" 1 * 

U-334 WMS ffR) (2S) (T Long J Jertans 7 11 0 MKmW 

0 BDOOC(UX(S2) (R F Ekl} J CflORl P "* 

0-55165 OLD kBCMVES (TO) IWn MuUoodl D BsmjTOi 7 11 0 _ 

SEA FBfflXIM Utes B Sam G Bsiang 5 11 0. 


tr-0 StaltUBHT FOOL IBW (Simon E Bovrt KBajey 7 110 

33-1 SEASONttSPlM»l*(S3)fDAAifrei»dM^10U- O 

_ . rr» n .^1 fto^n rtfii I fi IhQ ... Mi 


— PHotey 
A P McCoy 
JMaQae 


aPflHH QUSN (47) (Tot RojBl Racng ttftl J Giftwl 6 10 9 . 
1 MEANT TO BE (28) CiXfy ULrOod) Lafy Hptrr^ 6 ID 9 

-aop ~ — 


JHrPOKaefa 
— EMwjfty 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
E 

9 

10 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

BEtlWO: 9-2 Bwfiant £qufname, 5-1 Sfl«*onaf Spirndw, 11-2 Bnttarero Jjfc B-l Ter massoo 
TMsk Wstay Wander. B-l Mateond Caste, la Mteratf. ID-1 Mrate To Be, 12-1 oOkts 
1995: lyphantosoc (USAi 6 11 < J ftofton 91 [C J uotni 1* ran 
tORHGUDE 

Oand Nicholson nas dwirto prcepecis w add a ^ 

Lucrier won ever thb tnp atthe two-day meeting last jrar and BUITCRCUP JOE, oner a 
sresrter loumuy last time, ts given the rota in tfw hot opener, n was surprtang to see 
him back over iwo milea at Towcester (gpod second to Mandys htoiliroj after his 
Hereford 1 2m 3fUC&dw m whnr Ms path was eased by the lafl of Porphynos at the 
last Thirn 10 Heritor in a decent bumper al Cheltenham on fta ajfcm. ajttfircup Joe 
ran a binder agbnst the pacey Tumpoie at Wetherby «am| sn M rewaaranoa and 
Ots test with the cut in the ground looks made-lo-meaEure. Mcky Henderson n« been 
stnang the praises of EboBteot Eomoame. a decent bumper noise when with Don 
Eddy areJ a five-length wavier « Erelw {2ml on hs hurdles debut fixe wuete agp- 
Over Wb fit^t test at a tnp. Ebunsm Equiname has to rate a tag danger. Tennessee 
TWist * raied a future National winner by Mis Pitman Warren Marston reported mat 
the aefding was lookup about when ffrnefy seeing off YahrrK at Newbuiyj i3m) 50 
further enprovemem «s SHay. Meant To Be a from the yard tha iron with Tj befan a t 
Sandown last Sabiiday. A winner on the Fiat (2m) here on her final start in October. 
she rehms to her favoureo arface after a good first showing m*nsi Backgpnynon on 
the (asi al Unox&ier and should relish Uw longer top. Wfcley wonder is anmher witfi 
proven stavmg abiritv over hudies and. wfide the wins were gained on fast ground, ne 
mo win a bumper at Kempion in the mud. Keep ft Zipped is even Ns chance at me 
ton^ trip and was second 10 a decent sort In Castle Sweep IstaWemale of Buttercup 
Joei a NaTtfngiam Cist time. Considered a siow-teamer by connectors. Keep ft Zipped 
could coma into res own today. The longer trp might just be a problem for Seasonal 
Splendour. She non tore on (he Flat and returned wt h an easy wm in the mud at 
Newton Abbot taa month. Malwood Castle is o n the up grade but he. along with Le 
Khoorrf, may find tou a fin too hot Soteiflon: BUTtERCUP JOE 


135 


SIEaPIATE ANDSSCTONS HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS B) £ 12^000 2 m 3fU0y £8325 

4»« tfllONDBilSWIFH) (57HES4WVRcbns) N HMWenoi 11 12 0 __ 

23/5-11 EASVBUCK(7)fCt9gPMAJWCodyNT*«stnntiBMes911<l 

atiPOP RKHVR1E (2G9) ID) [*«to ft L T BwgBi K Batey IQ 10 13 

1/131R- WO£ EU 1637) UareesButeyjR After 13106.. 


BBC1 


_.M AKtzgerald 

CkUuda 

..CUeMlya 


-A P McCoy 

2215-24 TTt HIOO PRWCE (7) (BFIOtobert Coapol N &sef £0 8 10 5 lOteorae 

112-333 SEVEN OF DIAMONDS (49) (CD) IT J Ketpng B After 11 10 5 AMO** 
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BETTMfc 3.1 ihe ftog Prince. 7-i Easy Bock, Sewn of Diamonds. 5-1 Spufte^on, 8-1 Repeat 
the Dose, 7-1 Wonder Man. IB-1 otters 
1995: Cvrai Spm B 11 10 J OMMme M (1 Bdomfj 3 ran 
FORM CODE 

Josh Gifford has always said Sputfir^on will improve with age and he's in with a real 
shout off this feather weight despite being without recent action. Whatever his We 
today, watch out for him when he's pul auei three mitos. Jamie Osborne won on THE 
FROG PRINCE at Kempion last season and is called into anion again on this 
mud lover . The gelding fated to confirm the hempion supenoniy aver Smntrs Band at 
Haydock last Saurfav when a instate when leading at the fourth last stopped him in 
his tracks. Humping list 7lb there ana now with over a stone less 10 shoulder. The 
Frog Rina* cat 1 reverse first -time-out Newbury running with Easy Buck arth the 4ip 
puB. Easy Buck was me stronger fancied cT me pan at Newbury and just heUJ or after 
gong dear Item Ono out. A shade- fucfcy at Haytfork fast Saturday Mien me leader 
Moreen came down at the final fence. Easy Buck races oft the same mark but. v.ith 
lSlb more on res back Wonder Man was beaten wnn a tug weight rare fast time and 
ires longer uip may not be the answer, while Seven Of Diamonds has been a bit 
deappomrong this term and probably warns better ground. 

Selection: THE FROG PRINCE. 
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Wnim*n nef^it 10B 4ft: True haraflap vefens fro« &re« Msi 2». &g Mat JQa tip 
BERm IM Matiira Irav. 3-1 Root Sheet. U-2 KBmat, 7-1 ^ypt HH Mnee, 3-1 Bg MatL 
10-1 Gates Canler, 12-1 Stain Ateft, 14-1 Daadng Paddy, 16-1 W0> Baron, 25-1 Uede Erwe. 
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The looks a match between GALES CAVAUER and mg Matt. Gates Cavaliers last wm 
was guned on the courae when he Jumped brtfantfy to beat Absalom's Lady mm 
Da wring Paddy held when falling at me second last. Gales Cavaher meets Dancing 
f^Ody on 1 Zb better terms and two runs this term aril haw put inm spot on tor 1 ns 
task. With regular partner Mak Dwyer at LeopanJstown. Drend Bndgwater comes ft fin 
a decent spare on Gales Cavalier, wtxi gen a 5fb puM with Kibreet on running here on 
res reappearance and a rreguy 171b advantage with Front Street on Newbury running 
eight Usys later, Front street don't wm it trai easJy ano tie's up loro for ms 
subsequent course win from Mattbris Lamp, who led until nearing the final Fence That 
was a decent tost n*> of the season by Manors Lamp, who 1 % new Bib better m wnn 
Front Street, a mucKover vAven with Josh Giflbrt, Martin* Lamp m&n just been ndpefl 
with more restrain today because fie stopped to raining at Sandown last March. Big 
Matt has the stanurw U* further and will be staying on strongly al the fnsti. as be tM 
Mien beaten a length Dy Egypt Mil Prince on his reappearance here. He get. a 31b 
puH tor that and agan ran wet in the Mackeson when dud after a last-fence mistake. 
On this setter ground. Big Matt can outstay E&pt Mill Prince today and ttns pairs form 
was fjuen a fine boost try Dublin Flyer at Wmcanton or Thuisday. Storm Alert will do 
well to w«n this at (he weights, 'whue kibreet m* not hj on ttrs sound despite his 
Bkaig toi ihe track. Selection: GALES CAVAUER 
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3m 110yds Penalty Value £14475 
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sport 


Willems treads 

path of football 
romance 


W hen Vinnie Jones 
sought to justify his 
scything challenge on 
Ruud Gullit by berr «aning the 
“money-grabbing foreigners” 
who had “danced and pranced 
on British soccer”, he raised wry 
smiJes at Derby County as well 
as the bizarre image of a bunch 
of mincing mercenaries. 

Jim Smith, manager of the 
First Division leaders, has al- 
ways felt that more dancing and 
prancing would not go amiss 
amid the domestic huriy burly. 
“We need fewer labourers," he 
says, meaning no disrespect to 
Jones's previous profession, 
“and more artistes. " 

Putting Derby's money 
where his mouth is. Smith has 
bought Igor Stimac. Croatia’s 
answer to Franz Beckenbauer, 
plus two Dutchmen, Robin Van 
der La an and Ron Willems, 
since arriving last summer. Van 
der La an. the captain, speaks 
with a Potteries accent and is 
easily mistaken for a British 
midfielder after five years here. 

Willems, while the first to ad- 
mit he is no Johan Cruyff, is a 
different story. As one who 
once pushed Marco van Basten 
for a place in the Netherlands 
team, and was eventually suc- 
ceeded by Dennis Bergkamp at 
Ajax, he brings distinctively 
Continental qualities to life be- 
low the Premiership. 

Whisper it to Vinnie. but that 
world is becoming ever more 
cosmopolitan. For example. 
Derby’s visitors today. Reading, 
have a Bulgarian goalkeeper. 
Bobby Mihailov, and a Polish 
defender, Dariusz Wdowczvk. 
Next week the man shadowing 
Willems may be Canada's most- 
capped player, Randy Samuel. 
He is now- with Port Vale, 


One of the First Division’s most exciting 
imports talks to Phil Shaw about how his 
expectations have been met since joining 
Derby County from Grasshopper Zurich 


against whom Russia s Sergei 
Yu ran and Vasily Kulkov make 
their Miltwall debuts this af- 
ternoon. 

The Moscow Spartak duo ap- 
peared in all six Champions' 
League matches in the autumn. 
Willems could have done like- 
wise, having helped Grasshop- 
per of Zurich to the Swiss title 
last season, only to join Derby 
for £300.000. What possessed 
him to do it? 


The answer, in part, Hes in the 
very room we are in, the direc- 
tors' suite in the bowels of the 
Baseball Ground. Here, where 
Derby players once barricaded 
themselves in to demand Brian 
Clough's reinstatement, Wil- 
lems gestures in awe at the tro- 
phies, mementoes and pictures 
of bygone Rams. This money- 
grabbing foreigner is, it tran- 
spires, a bit of a football 
romantic. 

Even the location of the sta- 
dium, among a labyrinth of 
red-brick terraced houses near 


‘Here the 
atmosphere’s 
great and there’s 
more strength 
in depth than 
in Europe’ 


the city centre, influenced his 
choice. “Football is the people’s 
game and it shouldn't be out of 
town in the country or the sub- 
urbs," he says, “though I know 
dubs sometimes have to move 
to make progress. Before 
games, you see 'the crowds go- 
ing along the streets, which is 
exciting. 

“People have said I must be 
crazy to leave Zurich for this. 
But we’d just won the champi- 
onship and hardly anyone in the 
city seemed to have noticed. I 
wanted a fresh challenge, some- 
where where football really 
matters. Here the grounds are 
full, the atmosphere's great 
and there's more strength in 
depth than in Europe.” 

To support his argument. 
Willems looks back to meetings 
with Leeds in the two cups and 
a friendly. Derby lost each one. 
yet twice they were level en- 




tering stoppage time. In the 
Ne therlands, for all the 
achievements at international 
level, he perceives a “big dif- 
ference” not only between the 
top division and the rest, but be- 
tween three teams and the oth- 
ers. 

While the name of Ajax leaps 
out of his CV, Willems made his 
initial impact with a provincial 
club, Zwolle. He was associat- 
ed with them from the age of six 
- he is now 29 - and appeared 
in the First Division before his 
26th Jfrtbday. From there he 
move o to Twente Enschede, 
where the former Derby and 
England winger Gordon Hill 
was a colleague, and was top 
scorer for the Dutch Olympic 
side. 

When he landed his big move 
to Ajax, in 1988, he was a con- 
tender for the national team. 
But first van Basten saw off all 
rivals by having a brilliant Eu- 
ropean Championship: then in- 
juries meant Willems’ club 
partnership with the Swede, 
Stefan Petersen, was stillborn. 
A useful teenager slipped into 
the void. “Bergkamp took my 
place, and to be fair he did ft 
quite well.” he recalls, chuckling 
at the understatement 

As a player bought rather 
than developed by Ajax, he felt 
he was not “part of the 
process”. During his filth year 
in Amsterdam, he decided he 
was too old to sit on the bench 
and began looking for a club. 
Nottingham Forest, then in 
their relegation season, invited 
him over. 

“I played in the reserves, 
scored and thought Td done 
well. But 1 was told Brian 
Clough didn’t even watch the 
game and 1 never beard another 
thing about it. Now I’ve ended 
up 15 miles away. It’s a small 
world.” 

A compatriot, Leo Been- 
hakker, signed him for 
Grasshopper, where Willems 


Ram raider: Ron Willems, whose goal rate has soared since moving behind the front two, trains for Derby 


fulfilled his early potential 
alongside Ciriaco Sforza and 
Alain Sutter. The hankering to 
try “a big football country" re- 
mained strong, however. After 
a glowing reference from Roy 
Hodgson, who was then 
Switzerland’s manager and now 
coaches lnteniazionale of Mi- 
lan, Smith snapped him up. 

Willems’ strength and head- 
ing ability- he is a six-footer - 
led Derby to use him as an out- 
and-out attacker until a chance 
conversation at a reserve 
match. Joe Jordan asked 
whether he was playing be- 
hind the front two. When Smith 
said no, Jordan remembered 


Willems was “different class” 
for Ajax in the floating role 
favoured by the likes of Beard- 
sley, Sheringham. Barmby and 
of course Bergkamp. 

Anyone operating there must 
be part-midfielder - with good 
passing skills - and part-strik- 
er - able to make runs into scor- 
ing positions. In November, 
when Smith was at last able to 
play WzBems. Marco Cabbiadini 
and Dean Sturridge together, he 
derided the formers touch and 
intelligence made him ideally 
suited to playing off the front 
pair. 

“The attraction.” according 
to Smith, “is that more often 


than not. no one picks him up. 
Huddersfield went man-for- 
man on Ronnie, but he still got 
the winner. I used this system 
successfully at Portsmouth with 
Alan McLoughiin. and proba- 
bly only two teams a season 
man-marked him.” 

The revised formation, in- 
corporating Stimac as sweeper, 
swept Derby from 17th to top 
in seven weeks. Willems has 
scored eight limes in nine 
games, and is revelling in the 
freedom the position allows. 
“There’s not much space to play 
in this division. Against Leeds 
and in another friendly with 
Spurs, we found they gave us 


more room. If we do go up, I 
think our style would suit the 
Premiership.” 

Willems’ observations on the 
game in his adopted countiy are 
instructive in tins, the year of the 
European Championship. If 
training at Derby is “ not so dif- 
ferent” to Ajax’s, there is less 
time to practise because of the 
congested fixture lists. He also 
finds the length of the sessions 
here, up to two and a half 
houra, “a bit surprising”. 

Technically, players in Eng- 
land are better than Willems 
was led to believe. He sees a 
greater disparity in tactics, be- 
ing amazed by the number of 


managers deploying four de- 
fenders against two strikers. 
“We’re more, advanced in the 
Netherlands, bat that can moke 
boring football where everyone 
cancels each other out- You 
don’t get many games like last 
week, when we were two up on 
Leeds and lost 4-2.” 

As for the fabled ferocity of 
League football. Willems has 
mixed feelings. “The tempo is 
very fast, relentless, but I’ve got 
no problems with the tackles as 
lon| as they're on the ball.” 
Which is where we came in, al- 
though Mr Jones and the Pre-^ 
nrieiship can wait until next** 
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TEAM NEWS 


Bolton v Wimbledon 


Bolton seeK their first Prenuersh^j win 
in 12 attempts without central de- 
fenders Falrctaugh and Taggart, who 
bcXh start tv^^game bans. BulBergs- 
son is back from suspension. Lee, fit 
again after henna problems, is in the 
squad. Wimbledon stiB without the 
suspended Jones, look set to keep 
the side which drew at Watford in the 
FA Cup. 


after three matches out Arsenal 
could hand a first appearance of the 
season to McGowan. VWthVWniertyjm 
banned and Baid inured, the 19-year- 
oid challenges Morrow for a place. 


Nottm Forest v Southampton 

Frank dark enjoys the kBuy of a fuOv- 
fit squad so Fettis, a £450,000 sigri- 


Everton v Chelsea 


Enwtpn's Fe^LBon s st* stru^ngvHth 
a hamsmng irjuty but Amdachi 6 back 
Item Nffnafotowr^his country's with- 
drawal from the African Nations' Cup. 
Southall is struggling with a stomach 
infoevon and Wxson s suspended but 
feflaw defender Short has passed a fit- 
ness test on he bacJv Chelsea's gpal- 
teeper Kftann picJved up a gjtxn stran 
on Sunday and Hitchoock should take 
cwecGdlit returns after mssng the FA 
Cup game with a pack problem and 
Bebescu, injured m that game, rs fit 

Leeds v West Han 


ing from Hull, is unlikely to figure. 
Southampton are considering BenaJi 
replacing Chartton at left-bad; while 
Watson may miss out in favour of 
Maddaon. 


With top scorer Yeboah and Masn- 
gB on African Natrons' Cup duty and 
Deane suspended. Chapman, back 
at EHand Road on loan. Is set to make 
his first Leeds appearance since May 
1993 against another of his former 
dubs. Chapman could come feee-to- 
feoe with Whyte, one of he team- 
mates in Leeds’ 1992 Ode-Winning 
team, who has joined West Ham on 
toan and ts set to pfay at centre-back 
with Potts moving to nght-back. 

Man Irtdv Aston Vffla 


QPR v Blackburn 

Hafefey, out of three matches with a 
broken nose, is back m contention as 
QPR seek to endne a nxt of three suc- 
cessive Prenversrtp defeats. Black- 
bum have Gudmundsson. Fenton 
and Warhurst available after injury: 

Sheffield Wed v Liverpool 

Wednesday's Nicol is set to face his 
former club and goalkeeper Woods 
and left-back Bnscoe are also back 
in the squad to challenge Pressman, 
Sinton and Stefenovtc. Liverpool's 
Ruddock plays his first {pme in sn 
weeks while Babb is recalled. The peer 
replace Wngpt and Harkness, who 
begm two-match bans. Rush again 
has to setae for a substitute's role. 


Manchester United welcome back 
Schmetchel. who missed the FA Cup 
game with Sunderland, and Scholes, 
who has recovered from flu and is set 
to replace suspended Beckham. Vil- 
la will give a start id Taytor but are 


Tottenham v Man City 

Tbttenham bring in Doneii. while Wil- 
son is set to face nis former club af- 
ter missing three matches wnh anMe 
and groin Injiaresu Kerstake and Turner 

are also Included m the squad. City wffl 

play the inexperienced Ingyarn at left- 
back because Ian Brf&ttweU is sus- 
pended. Margetson Is named as the 
substitute gaaAsepec vmtfr Cocon. set 
for a mows to Sunderland, left out 


without leading scorer 'forte, who is 
on duty with Thwtfod . 


and TObago. 
Mrddtesbrough v Arsenal 

MkUlesbmu&i have four defenders 
missing, with Cox suspended and 
Fleming, Morris and Whyte Injured. 
Player-manager Robson is slugging 
with a calf injur* but Fforrolt rs fit afpfo 


Tomorrow 

Coventry v Newcastle 

Coventry have Ndtowj. out . for four 
matches, and Borrows, who has 
missed ll. back in contention. New- 
castle must do without injured Eng- 


after s« games out loured. 


Newcastle face another grey day 


The Newcastle United of 
panache seems to have problems 
getting out of the North-east at 
the moment. Place them on Ty- 
neside and there is no more in- 
vigorating sight in English 
football, distance them from 
where the supportive pulse beats 
strongest and the black and 
white seems to pale. 

They have not won outside St 
James’ Park since 29 November 
and if that Coca-Cola Cup win 
over Liverpool is subtracted, the 
sum is even worse. Invincible at 
home, Newcastle are anything 
but on their travels and you have 
to go back to their 3-2 win at 
Queen’s Park Rangers on 14 
October since they prevailed 
away in the League. 

That, more than anything, is 
sustaining a dwindling chasing 
pack who would otherwise have 


draining effect on confidence. 
“We have got to gel back to ba- 
sics.” Keegan continued. “We 
know it wfll be a lough game and 
if we play like we did on 
Wednesday we will make it 
tougher. They could turn us 
over.” 

Manchester United are the 
team with the clearest view of 
the leaders, although they have 
looked more dead than red in 
the away matches too. recently. 
At least Alex Ferguson, the 
United manager, can select 
from a stronger hand this time 
for today’s home game against 
Aston Villa, with Peter Schme- 
ichei and Paul Scholes both fit. 

There is also the considerable 
bonus that Andy Cole seems to 


Guy Hodgson 

looks forward to the 
weekend’s crucial 
Premiership games 


be operating on somewhere 
near the same wavelength as his 
team-males. He has scored four 
times in his last five matches, af- 
ter a spell when he did not look 
as though he could strike a 
match and bad the happy omen 
of knowing he goL his first goal 
for United against today's op- 
ponents 12 months ago. 

“I have broad shoulders,” 
Cole said, and they have be- 
come even broader since mov- 


ing to Old Trafford. “I have 
grown up a lot I knew it was go- 
ing to be difficult, but I have al- 
ways believ ed I can score goals.” 

Cole’s main barriers will be 
two former United players, Paul 
McGrath and Mark" Bosnich, 
neither of whom will feel in- 
clined to usher the striker to- 
wards greater maturity. “I had 
a fantastic spell at Old Trafford,” 
Bosnich, the Villa goalkeeper, 
said, “and I will always be grate- 
ful to the coaching staff, who 
helped bring me along. It would 
be great to get a result. We have 
got to be positive if we want to 
gel into Europe.” 

No team are more positive at 
the moment than Liverpool, 
who have scored 20 goals in 


grounds for despair, given the 


Smith’s master plan put on hold 


seven-point lead Newcastle have 
at the top of the Premiership 
and that Kevin Keegan has no 
intention of going overboard to 
become the England manager. 

Nevertheless, Keegan is 
more aware than anyone that 
Newcastle’s position is not im- 
pregnable. “You can’t put plau- 
dits in the trophy cabinet.” was 
his snorted reply when it was 
pointed out his team are win- 
ning the applause of the neutral. 
“We need to improve." 

Tomorrow’s visit to Coventry 
wfll gauge whether the midweek 
defeat at Arsenal has had a 


Scottish football 


The Brazilian striker Jardel and 
the Dutch forward Peter Vhn 
Vossen are the men Waiter 
Smith wants to maintain 
Rangers’ domestic dominance 
and launch a fresh assault on the 
Champions’ League next season. 

He thinks that if he can com- 
plete deals to bring the pair to 
Glasgow, his Rangers revolution 
will be almost complete. That 


may not be easy. 
Rani 


ngers have agreed a swap 
deal with the Turkish club Is- 


tanbujspor for Van Vossen. 
which would see Oleg Salenko 
moving in the opposite direc- 
tion. The Russian internation- 
al was last night en route to 
Turkey for a medical and has 
still to agree terms with his 
prospective new club. 

Rangers have settled matters 
with Van Vossen, but they have 
to huny to complete the deal 
before Turkey’s transfer dead- 
line on Monday. 

Vim Vossen, a member of 
Ajax's European Cup-winning 
squad last season, is expected 
back at Ibrox after the weekend. 


Jardel bas been looking over 
Ibrox this week even though 
red tape is delaying his £3m move 
from Grerrrio of Brazfl. He needs 
a work permit or a Portuguese 
passport to come through. 

Salenko’s departure will free 
one of Che 10 non-EC places 
available in Scottish football but 
Rangers may not automatically 
be granted the permit for Jardel. 
A Scottish League spokesman 
confirmed last night that if 
Salenko leaves. Rangers would 
have to apply for permission 
from the management commit- 
tee for another work permit. 


their last six matches, accruing 
five wins and a draw. They 
travel to Sheffield Wednesday 
with Newcastle coming into 
sight and with Nefl Ruddock 
and Phil Babb fit again. They 
are likely to replace the sus- 
pended Mark Wight and Steve 
Harkness. 

Eight days ago, there were 
grounds for believing Wednes- 
day were viable FA Cup win- 
ners, but they subsided in a 
desperate performance at 
Charlton. John Scales, the Liv- 
erpool central defender, be- 
lieves that Wednesday’s 
reaction to that defeat will be 
Liverpool’s greatest threat. 

“They will want to bounce 
back from a bad, bad result," he 
said, “and they’ll be anxious to 
make amends, particularly in 
front of their own supporters. 
It will be a difficult game.” 

As ii will be at Buroden Park, 
where Bolton’s chances of sur- 
vival will look even more hope- 
less if they cannot defeat 
fellow-strugglers Wimbledon. 
Their new coach, Ian Porterfield 
- a brave man - has been study- 
ing videos of recent perfor- 
mances and has lambasted the 
lack of concentration, particu- 
larly towards the end of games. 

“We needed a kick up the 
backside,” Alan Stubbs, the 
Bolton captain, said. “There 
have been some real video nas- 
ties." His supporters would cer- 
tainly agree. 


Trevor Francis lost Wednesday the championship when he asked a proud 
Frenchman to stay for a second week’s trial rather than signing him on 


A few weeks ago Marc Degiyse 
asked Wednesday supporters to give 
him time to settle into the side be- 
fore expecting him to produce top 
form. He should he assured that pa- 
tience is a prime virtue in any Owls 


fan: last championship success. 1929- 
I for the Se< 


30; too good for the Second Division 
in the 50s but not good enough for 
the First - hence the sobriquet “yo- 
yo dub”; barely escaping relegation 
to the lowesLdfvision in 1975-6; four 
appearances at Wembley in 1993 with 
no cup to show for it. " 

And then there's the 1966 FA Cup 
final. My daughter was snugly tucked 
away when disturbed by her mother’s 
newly acquired enthusiasm for foot- 
ball at the World Cup finafl, and her 


father’s despair at the better team los- 
ing in the domestic final after lead- 
ing Everton by two goals. Even that 
might have been bearable had not a 
Comishman scored the vital fluky 
goals for the other side. “When have 
Comishmen played football" I asked 
mv wife, a native of St Jves? The word 
football translates to rugby in that part 
of the world. Oh yes, Marc, we know 
all about patience at Hillsborough. 

The dark days of 1975-6 saw de- 
feat by Darlington in the League Cup, 
and Charlton Athletic m the R* Cup, 
rescued by victory against Southend 
in the last game of the season to avoid 

descent into the Fourth Division. 

Then Jack Charlton arrived in 
1977. Never mind what he has done 
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for Ireland, Big Jack is a hero to Owls 
supporters for turning the tide of foot- 
ball failure in Sheffield 6. Combin- 
ing local heroes such as Steriand and 
Shirtdiff with imported stars like Ban- 
nister. Mcgson and Shelton pro- 
duced a team which was professional 
in altitude, never giving less than their 
best. With the captain. Mike Lyons, 
driving the younger players around 
him, we almost reached the old First 


Division before Jack decided to “go 
fish in'” on a more regular basis. 
Howard Wilkinson fulfilled the 


promises made by Jack in taking us 
into the old First Division, and then 
Ron Atkinson built a fine team, al- 
beit achieving relegation in the 
process, just to keep our feet on the 
ground, before deserting to Aston 
Villa. Trevor Francis lost Wednesday 
the championship when he asked a 


proud Frenchman to stay for a sec- 
ond week's trial rather chan signing 
him on a well-established reputation. 
Look what has happened to Can- 
tona's dubs since. 

Players and managers view a club 
on the short timqscalc of their 
tenure, much as a government looks 
at a country, and often with similar, 
dismal results. Lifelong supporters 
learn to accept the slings and arrows 
of unfeeling fate, hoping yet scarce- 
ly believing that success will come. 

David Pleat is building a now 
team which might bring the cham- 
pionship to Hillsborough in a few 
years' time, but whether that is in the 
First Division nr the Premier League 
is in doubt at the moment. The su- 


perb performances of Degryse and 
Chris Waddle in the recent demoli- 


tion of Leeds were a delight to be- 
follo 


hold but were inevitably followed by 
more insipid results, confirming the 
reputation for inconsistency. 

It would have been nice to win a cup 
final at Wanbfey while Whddle was stiff 
in the team, and there always seemed 
to be a chance if only someone would 
beat Arsenal for us. But those upstarts 
at Chariton played us off the pitch, 
even with 10 men for much of the sec- 
ond half. The only consolation is that 
now we don't have to support the 
Blades in their replay against Arsenal. 
W: can concentrate on the League and 
aim for a second appearance in the In- 
lertoto cup. Europe here we come. 


United 
guilty of 
poaching 


i 



Manchester United were yes- - 
terday found guilty of making 
an illegal approach to the 
teenager Matthew Wicks - but 
escaped serious punishment 
from the Football Association. 

The FA held an inquiry fol~ 

' lowing allegations' fry Arsenal 
over Wicks, son of the former 
Chelsea cenfre^ack Steye, but 
United escaped with being or- 
dered to pay the costs of two 
hearings after they were found . 
guilty of breaching FA Premier 
League rule F20.7. 

The rule states that “no chib 
shall directly or indirectly ap- 
proach any bey who is registered 
as an associated schoolboy with 
another dub with a view to in- 
ducing the boy to register with 
such first mentioned dub ..." 

Wicks was registered wiih Ar-T 1 
senal, who complained to the 
FA when the central defender 
later signed for the Old Halford 
dub. 

Wicks, meanwhile; is said to 
be unhappy with Iff e in the north 
and is keen to return to a Lon- 
don-based dub. 

Sunderland have offered 
Manchester City £500,000 for 
their unsettled goalkeeper Tony 
Coton, who has been unable to 
-dislodge the German interna- 
tional £ike Jmmel from City’s 
starting line-up. 

Bolton yesterday Imported 
the 29-year-old Milan defend- 
er Enzo Garabaro on a month’s 
loan. The 29-year-old former 
Sampdoria and Parma player is 
currently out of contract. 

West Bromwich Albion have 
taken the Everton full-back 
Paul Holmes on loan in a bid to 
bait their ran of 11 successive 
defeats in the Endsleigh First 
Division. The 27-year-old for- 
mer Birmingham player will 
make his debut against Wolves 
at The Hawthorns today. 

Keny Dixon’s travels round 
leading southern dubs during a 
16-year career took in a seventh., 
stop yesterday when the striifiy 
er joined Witford from MiUwalf 
for a nominal fee. 

I Italy’s players’ union has 
warned that if any Italian dub 
relaxed restrictions on. the 
number of foreign players field- 
ed m a match, it would seek 
their suspension from the 
league championship. 
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England to 
join the 


Curious challenge 
to establishment 




space race 

Derek Pringle reports from Johannesburg 
on the weekend's one-day internationals 
tnat are attracting Gauteng's cricket public 

Enr _ .1 . 


For once, the people of Gaut- 
eng. as the Transvaal is now 
known, will have to make some 
unusually tough decisions about 
how to spend their weekend- or 
at least those who can afford it. 
Normally this would involve a 
choice between having a braai 
(barbecue) and a few beers by 
the pool, or should the weath- 
er turn particularly fine, just 
having the beers. 

This weekend, however, they 
will be dazzled with choice. 
For starters, there are two back 
to back one-day internation al*; 
at Johannesburg today and 
Verwoerdburg tomorrow, but if 
that appears a little tame, there 
is the opening football match in 
the African Nations' Cup as 
well, which pits the hosts against 
Cameroon. Add favarotti to the 
list, and you can see why those 
used to making easy choices are 
calling it the greatest show 
south of the equator. 

By Sunday evening, an esti- 
mated 1 7m rand will have been 
spent on tickets alone, and if 
those selling food stand to be 
disappointed (South Africans 
take mobile barbies with them 
everywhere), the ticket touts 
should have a field day. Already 
both cricket matches are sell- 
outs, and this in spite of taking 
place entirely within the hours 
of daylighL 

Having already given two 
near-midnight press confer- 
ences. Michael Atherton may 
see it as a cue to have a game 
or two off. If he does. Alec Stew- 
art will captain the side, though 
be may not open, particularly if 
England decide lo stick with a 
“hitter" up the order, a role Phil 
DeFreitas performed with some 
success in the last match. 

If they do - and Ray Illing- 
worth thinks it will depend en- 
tirely upon the circumstances of 
the game - then Robin Smith 
could well be the other open- 
er. Certainly Smith needs to bat 
in the top three if he is to max- 
imise what be has to offer, 
though with Graeme Hick strik- 
ing the white cricket ball like 
John Daly does a white golf baD 
off the lee, the No 3 spot cur- 
rently looks occupied. 

The only problem England 
have - and it will surface when 
they come to select the 14 who 
go to the World Cop - is that 
Stewart' s best position is also as 
an opener. Both he and Smith, 
who average roughly 30 and 40 
respectively, like to bit the ball 


with the middle of the bat. 
This is fine in most forms of 
cricket, but in one-day games it 
only works if you keep finding 
gaps in the field, or are fortu- 
nate to have the chance lo play 
yourself in as an opener. 

Neither is therefore particu- 
larly well-suited to batting in the 
middle order, where the going 
becomes more hectic, and 
working the ball into gaps - as 
Graham Thorpe has brilliantly 
done in the last two games - is 
far more important than play- 
ing big, booming shots. Which, 
if not finding those fielders po- 
sitioned in the ring, are invari- 
ably cut off by those sweeping 
the boundary. 

Compared to Australia, Eng- 
land are beginners when it 
comes to playing the ball into 
space and pinching quick sin- 
gles. Ironically, it was just such 
an attempt that did for Mark 
Ramprakash, who has barely 
faced an over’s worth of batting 
in the middle since the begin- 
ning of December. 

His run-out two nights ago. 
for his first run in four innings 
must have pushed him close to 
breaking point Although few 
could blame him, he has become 
an increasingly remote and frus- 
trated figure on this tour. 

Yet if anything positive can be 
gleaned from his winter of dis- 
content it is that he has been 
to places in the mind and soul 
where few, given the choice, 
would ever dare to venture. 
Knowing what that feels like can 
only make him a stronger per- 
son and be will get another 
chance before this tour is over, 
as will Richard Illingworth, now 
bappQy recovered from a side 
strain. 

■ Tlie openers Desmond 
Haynes and Gordon Gieenidge 
subdued England with a stand 
of 137 as the West Indies re- 
tained the World Masters Series 
title with an eight-wicket win in 
Sharjah yesterday. West Indies, 
chasing England’s 40-over total 
of 163 for 7. reached 164 for 2 
with 37 balls to spare in a final 
reduced from 45 overs because 
of morning rain. 

■ Pakistan yesterday recalled 
their veteran batsman. Javed 
Mian dad, after more than two 
years’ absence to the 14-man 
squad, led by Wrsim Akram, for 
the forthcoming World Cup. 
Mlandad has played 22S one-day 
matches for his country since 
making his debut 20 years ago. 




SPORTING DIGEST 


Botha’s positive drug test 


Boxing 

Francois - Botha, the South 
African, has tested positive for 
a banned anabolic steroid after 
he won the International Box- 
ing Federation heavyweight 
championship last month. 

“It wasn’t just a question of 
finding traces, we found large 
quantities. 7 ' Alois Teuber, pres- 
ident of the German profes- 
sional boring federation, said in 
Bonn yesterday. “The substance 
was Nandrolone. Its effect de- 
pends on whether it is taken 
over the long or short term. If 
it is taken over the long term, 
it aids muscle development and 


can enhance strength and per- 
formance." Botha beat the Ger- 
man, Axel Schulz, for tire vacant 
title with a controversial points 
decision last December in 
Stuttgart. 

“Now we must wait for the 
D3F to send their experts before 
we can carry out the analysis on 
a second sample.” Teuber said. 
Asked what woukl happen if the 
second test proved negative, 
Tbober said he was certain that 
would not be the case. 

If the second sample is pos- 
itive, Botha will be stripped of 
his title and Schulz given an- 
other chance against a different 
opponent 


Nelson opens 
campaign for 
Ryder place 


Australia through to finals 

Cricket Sanath Jayasuriya and Ro- 

mesh Kahiwitharana put on 56 
Mark Wiugh's career-best one- in pursuit of Australia’s 266 for 
day score of 130 yesterday 6. But the loss of four wickets for 
heiped Australia to an 83-run 1 1 left their challenge in tatters 
victory over Sri Lanka and and they finished on 1S3 for 9. 
guaranteed them a place in the V&ugb dominated an open- 

best-of-three World Series final- ing stand of 189 off 216 balls 
Sri 1 already embar- with his captain, Marie Thylor, 
rassedby one of then bowlers be- who made 85. It beat tfae pre- 
ing called for throwing, had the vious Australian first-wicket 
hatonaw A can hi Gurnsmfta rep- TCCOrtl Stand Of 182 compiled by 
rimanded by the match referee Rick McCosker and Alan Turn- 
Graham Dowling for bringing the er during the 1975 World Cup. 
game into disrepute when be and Sri Lanka must now win tbeir 

Steve Vfeugh exchanged words remaining two matches to qual- 
after Waugh delivered a wide, ify for the finals. 


Moore picked up by Giants 


Basketball 


Manchester Giants yesterday 
signed the England internation- 
al Joel Moore from the Bud- 
weiser League leaders London 
Tawersastheysteppeduptheir 
title tdd, writes Duncan Hooper. 

Moore, who made his league 
debut 14 years ago and has won 
43 England caps, found himself 
a victim of London's salary cap 
restrictions this season and 
made just seven appearances. 
Manchester, currently six points 


behind Towers with a game in 
hand, hope to have Moore, 31, 
registered in time for their 
match at Doncaster tomorrow. 

Towers face Worthing Bears 


the 7-Up League Trophy final. 

London, attempting to win 
their first title, sipped in their 
league quest last week when the 
Bears beat them for the first time 

in five meetings. Bears veteran 
Steve Nelson said: “We always 
believe we can beat them and last 
week we proved it to ourselves." 


Lany Nelson, the American vet- 
eran on a mission after being 
overlooked for the 1997 Ryder 
Cup captaincy, seized the first- 
round lead at the Tucson Open 
in Arizona. He plundered the 
National course for eight birdies 
on the way to a seven-under-par 
65 in ideal conditions. 

He led by one stroke from his 
fellow Americans, DiDard Pruitt 
and Tim Herron, both of whom 
also played at Tucson Nation- 
al. The best score at the more 
diffi cult Starr Pass course was 
a 67 by Joel Edwards. 

Nelson. 48, was widely ex- 
pected to captain the 1997 
United States Ryder Cup team, 
but was overlooked in favour of 
Tom Kite. After Kite was 
named captain late last year. 
Nelson, winner of three major 
titles - the US PGA twice and 
a US Open-set himself a goal 
to make the team as a player. 

The three-times Ryder Cup 
player plans to enter as many as 
23 events this year to give him- 
self a better ‘chance of accu- 
mulating qualifying points. 

While Nelson made a sound 
start, Phfl Mickelson, the de- 
fending champion, had a re- 
spectable 69 at Starr Pass, which 
played cm average two strokes 
hairier than Tucson National. 

NORTEL TUCSON OPEN Arizona; Lodteg 
fint-reend score* (US wJess stated): 65 
L Ndscn. 8S D PhtfL T Herm. 87 J Mcfse, 

J ECMufi, E ZenTW- ;Sj. 68 IV lea. S V&. 
pienk. M 0V£3fB. G MwgBn, S ?SW. S Miff- 
pfiy. D Pm). C Strange. L Risers. M BWfiS. 
R Back. B Biartt. O Uresi S3 C Byun. B 
Estes. R Fefr. L tensei. R Tsay. M Hubert. 
P BBcknar. S terrm. ? r/<cte!s3n. SI! flasen. 
D Duval. K SB ess. - Masons ikei. □ Tons. 

■ Lisekxte Neumann shot a 
five-uoder-par 67 in the opening 
round of rim Tournament of 
Champions in Orlando, die first 
event of the LPGA season. The 
Swede has a one -shot lead over 
the .American Martha Xause. 
The Britons. Laura Davies and 
Alison Nicholas, were five shots 
off the lead. 


Basketball 

NBA: AtianQ 87 Toronto 79; Deoot 85 

Cnartow 93; intone 96 ManoUtee 8& 
Bwena HI Golden Scan 106. LA CUrcers 
109 Mmescea 89. 


Boxing 

Scon Welch has been ftxred to withdraw 

from the first defence of his World Box- 
ing Or^nisaoon kisr-ConDnentat title be- 
cause of a wraf tfifec&on. The Shoreham- 
based heavyweight was due to fight in 
a 12-rourteMfe bout arBngtton’s Metro- 
pole Hotel on 26 January. 


Cricket 

SHEFFIELD SWELD dint day of four) 
{AdoUdah Sourh Ausnto 348 tor 7 (P 
Notes 121. J Saddens 110) v tew Sort 
Wales. (Hobart) Vcmna 275 n Haruev 85. D 
Jones 53: J Marquet 4-631: Tasmaraa 17-1. 
WORLD SEMES ONE-DAY WTERNATIOHAI. 
(Perth, Aosh Ausrata 266 tor 6 |UWBf 
130. M Tartar B5>: Sn Lanka 183 far 9 IH 
TBeftrane 58 no). Austtrta woo by 83 
nras. 

Ml IK* PS 

Australia 7 5 2 0 ID 

HfcatMM 7 3 4 0 G 

Sri Lanka 6 2 4 0 4 


FootbaO 

Turns and Doneete, the Brad Ban for- 
wards. have turned down mutti -mill ran 
dol ter offers from unspecified Japanese 
dubs and renewed their contracts 
with Botatogo. Both players led Botafo- 
go to its first national title since the 
ftaalian First Division national cham- 
pionship officially began In 1971. 
CONCACAF BOLD CUP (Sn Dta«D) Group 
K Menco 5 [Gwa 2. Ptoe 2. Gama) Si 
Votott and me Gratones 0. 

THURSDAY'S LATE RESULTS: Am Laurence 
O atote—ow First DMtoe Queen’s Parti 
Range's 2 Luron L Second Dtviiicir Newport 
AFC 1 Swansea Cay 2. 

PONTMS LEAGUE Ftrat DMatoK Leeds Util 
1 Sheffield UU 0; UrerpoU 1 Stnte Cay 3. 

FA YOUTH CUP TOM rauvfc WoHng 0 West 
Ham UU 3. 

FW HARP LAGER CUP FW round; ftmflafc 
lDn&wdai. 

Golf 

h^Modand,c^\Ateies.£hdaoieover- 
par 71 m the second round of the Asian 
PGA Championship in Hong Kong yes- 
tertiav fir an agje^B of 141 -ax strokes 
behwriteadefVehChBng-tgig of Taiwan. 

TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


18 


The number of months Ajax 
went undefeated before los- 
ing 2-1 to Maccabi Haifa, the 
Israeli Crip holders, in a friend- 
ly in Haifa on Thursday night 
The Amsterdam side are still 
unbeaten in 52 Dutch league 
matches and 17 European 
Cup games. 


Ice hockey 

NHL: Boston 7 Ananem 2; San Jose 2 New 
jet5eyl;StUto4Ptifta(Jdpr*B4fod;Wash- 
mgron 6 Ottawa 1: NY l&tanders 4 Toronto 3. 

Motor racing 

David Coutthsrd declared himself hap- 
py after testing his McLaren car at Es- 
toril in Portugal vestertiay. Couftherd was 
testing new components on last year's 
chassis with Alain Prost. who has been 
contracted as technical advisor to the 
McLaren team for this season. 

The wrid cnamptor, Colin McRae, was 
yesterday confirmed as part of the 
three- man 555 Subaru teen for 1996. 
The Scot was named alongside Swe- 
den’s Kenneth Enksson and Piero Li- 
am, of Italy, when the team ended 
weeks of speculation by announcing 
their fine-up. 

Rallying 

A child was Killed after running tn front 
of a French competitor m the Datar Ral- 
ly yesterday. The accident, involving a 
motorcycle rider, Marcel Pfiet, occuned 
In the village of Tarembdi. near the end 
of the 517km 13th stage from Kays In 
Mall to Labe in central Guinea. Thts lat- 
est fatality doubled the death toll in this 
yea's desert marathon and took the to- 
tal number of deaths n Che IS-year his- 
tory of the event to 33. 

Snooker 

THALAND OPEN (Backport) FM 
round: S James (Engl bt T Meo (Eng) 5-4; A 
RDOdcui i Can) a D Fubow Ung] 54: 6 Porong 
(Eng) bt D Tsyfcr <N Ml 52 G Don (Sc 01 bt D 
OVane INZ1 54; B FHnches (Eng) bt J Fergj- 
son I Eng) 5-0; S Lee (Eng) bt B Morgan (Eng) 
51;TKn«desiBng!HNTenv(Er«52:JV»xxF 
man (Eng bt M cm (Eng 5-3: A Hamaon (B» 
bt T tone (Erg 5-Z P Hurrar (Eng) bt D teynokfe 
(Eng) 52; B Snaddan (Sea) bt A HKk3 (Eng) 5 
3; J Swad (N Ml bt A Dames (Wtf) 52; 1 Mur- 
pn» IN 111) tt M Pnse (Eng) 5-2. 

Sumo 

NEW YEAR GRAND TOURNAMENT [Tokyo) 
Sbcth dqrof IS: Manoun (not 4, loEtZU^r- 
noum 3-31; Tomonota n a (3-31 ToteSUiadB (3 
3) (fuyai; Ognotena (3-31 Knsnirre |2-4); 
Kyofcuooa) (4-2; Pc^sne f3-3); Namnonm 
(4-2) OgnsfdJj 13- 3i; Dseh 13-3) Hamsnoshi- 
ma Katsh* (51) Tomto&ga (5-D: 
AtosuaM (3-1 i OhS/toJ (2-41; tewg&p (3- 
3) Kital«effe4filu (3-3j; Terw (3-3) Kotobeppu 
(l-St AtoKStena (3-3) aeanoon (3-3): Toern- 
nowaka i2-Ji MBipsao C2-4i: Takacto (5- 
1) Koroinaruma i0-6j; Tosanoumi 14-21 
Kntorattota (1-ai; Ltusoyama (4-2) Mitocuni 
■24i: hatensnta (3-3) Kao 13-3): Musaslwnffiu 
1 5-1; Kerto fatenarnwi (51/ Me bs> 

fuji 11-5); Taunotiaw (50) Asaruyumfca (4-2). 

Table tennis 

EUROPEAN OLYMPIC QUALIFYING TOW- 

K/lUCkfT llnnl »--» UfoiAri’i f ,.f bma 

rVWWII (InVCalBSZCfj WOTWpiS 

Group 12: G Keen (Neth) H A H« (GK 23- 
21 13-21 28-21 21 10 21-16. Group 10: L 
Lomas iGBjKf Katun iUkr) 17-21 21-19 21- 
12 21-14. Grai? 8: f F*feti (Sk») m A Brae 
(GK 21-15 17-21 21-5 21-19. 


The Rugby Football Union has 
for so long been equaled with 
the establishment that to find it 
under assault from its own es- 
tablishment - the mass of Eng- 
lish clubs who are being led by 
the nose by the recalcitrant 
counties - for being too radical 
is as bizarre as m another sense 
il is grotesque. 

But there it is. John Jeavons- 
Fellows, the RFU executive 
committee’s unanimous nomi- 
nation to be its chairman and 
also the choice of the vast ma- 
jority of the RFU full commit- 
tee, is resigned to losing the vote 
lo Cliff Brittle, his challenger 
from the Isle of Man but rep- 
resenting Staffordshire, in to- 
morrow’s special general 
meeting in Birmingham. 

Such things are normally as 
dry as dust even to RFU mem- 
ber dubs. most of whom are not 


The Rugby Football 
chairman tomorrow. 


represented at annual meetings 
and will not be in Birmingham 
no matter how special the oc- 
casion. But Brittle, supported by 
the counties, has pDed up a stack 
of proxies and looks set to beat 
the RFU’s own nominee hands 
down, or perhaps that should be 
hands up, on a ticket which ef- 
fectively demands a decelera- 
tion in the pace of change. 

That this matters is not nec- 
essarily to do with the person- 
alities involved, since they are 
curiously similar: self-made 
businessmen who made a pack- 
et out of selling their companies 
and have since devoted them- 
selves to rugby. Rather, it is be- 
cause of tbe utter misconception 


Saracens fly lone 
First Division flag 


High tae-tqi: Austria^ Warner Sctiager servos against Kandy Nemeth, of Hraigary at the Olympic 
quafifyfng table tennis evert in Manchester yesterday Photograph: David Ashdown 


LPGA Totmamnt at Charapfeos (Ortawrfo, 
Rorida) Fint reoad (US unlass totacQ lewt- 
X p te t ttooa : 87 L Neumann Owe): 68 M 
Njuae; 68 0 King M McGmgfe 70 P Shee- 
han; B Thomas; 71 L K Webb; 72 L 

Ctovie* |G8); C Johnson. A Ncttos (GBr; D 
Egging T Greon; 73 S Steinhauer V Skrmer. 
JLKfcadc PBra*y;KRo4»Mns:7«DC(»-Jones 
(Can); M McGAm; 8 Mucba; T Keedyta C Hit 
J Geodes. 


England’s four-day training 
camp at Bisham Abbey has re- 
duced this afternoon’s English 
First Division to a solitary fix- 
ture, although OrreD v Saracens 
does very adequately in repre- 
senting the new professionalism 
on the eve of the Rugby Foot- 
ball Union’s fraught special 
meeting, writes Steve Bale. 

in fact, there was not supposed 
to be any league rugby today, this 
being a pre-mlernational week- 
end. The match at Edge Hall 
Road, where it seems Orrell will 
not be playing for much longer, 
is the only one postponed during 
the Dew year freeze to be unaf- 
fected by Bisham, although both 
teams are affected by injuries. 

Paul Johnson, the Orrell cap- 
tain, has a broken finger and is 
replaced by the Wfestera Samoan 
Lua Tuigamala, the younger 
brother of the Wigan rugby 
league player, Va’aiga. 

With Gloucester having beat- 
en West Hartlepool last Satur- 
day while Saracens were losing 
to Wasps, the London side’s vis- 
it to Lancashire has taken on a 
desperate importance since they 
are now within four points of 
both Gloucester and the rele- 
gation zone, have an inferior 
points difference and have to go 
to Kingsholm on the League’s 
final Saturday. 

Michael Lynagh. however, is 
coming come what may, the Aus- 
tralian having agreed a three-year 
deal which is not dependent on 
Sanies’ retaining their status. 
Mind you. it would help, not least 
in ensuring Nigel Way remains 
happy about bankrolling the club 
to the tune of £25m. 

OrreU’s path to professional- 


lemifs 

Clare Wood, the British No 1 from 
BrigTOn. beat Christine Newman, of the 
United States, 7-6. 3-6. 6-3, in the first 
round of the women’s qualifying com- 
petition for the Australian Open, (which 
starts in Melbourne on Monday; Wtood, 
who must win three matches to reach 
the main draw, will now play the Hun- 
garian, Wrag Cteagj. in the second qual- 
ifying rand today and, on present v«rld 
ranking, a dose match looks likely. 

TASMANIAN INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S 
TOURNAMEHT (Hobart) Stngjoa, quartar-A- 
nats: J HatenJ-DeaipB (Fr) M S Fanna TO 5 
7 51 54; Siv-Tngvwre ClaU 50 Wrares (Nw 
8-3 6-3; M Bxto (Japan) bi A Sugiyanw Uapan) 
51 7-5; F Latat (AiB te V Ruan^Pascua) (Sp) 
53 53. 

BELL SOUTH OP 01 MEN'S TOURNAMENT 
(AucJdaod NZ) Skto, quarter-finals; B 
Steven (NZ) W 0 R*J ICJ Rap) 54 7-5; J No- 
vak (CzRepI tnJYTa^lPenjl 52 51; J Frana 
IAijD b« H Gumy (Ai© 53 7-6; G For®« (PI 
leads M Watfengton (US) 55 train suspana- 
ad play). 

PETERS INTERNATIONAL (Sydney, Aus) 
Men’a S in gle*. soroMteais: G Ivanisevic 
(Craaj bt T Woodbnde? (Aus) 53 7-6; T Mar- 
tn (US) bt G Rusedski (GB) 7-5 7-6. WomTs 
fringes, qustr-ftoals: B Schuftt-McCartfw 
MHhlUMJ Fernands (US) 7-653; K Date 
(Japan) bt C Rubai (US) 50 51: L Davenport 
(US) bt N Btadtke (Aus) 53 57 53. 
COLOMAL CLASSIC (Kooyong, Am) Mm's 
stngtaa. mroMtaafc Y KafetoJtav iRus) bt A 
AW* 2-652 7-6. comoiatton rauid, Sth 
and BUI places; W Ferreira ISA) w P Rafter 
(Aus) 7-6 53. Fxhttiriton Match: S Edbere 
(Swe) K A Gaudenz) (W 6-4 51 . 
MDONESU OPSt (Jakarta) Men’s stage*. 
qaartarAreteS Sctahen (tecft) be M «noim 
iSne 57 52 6-4; Y B Aynaoui LMorJ bt E 
Sancnez tSp> 50 51; M Joyce (USi H G 
Schaler (Aut) 53 52; P Haariiws (teat) M G 
Rboir r Fr) 7-6 4-6 7-6. 

MWS CUP EURO-AFRICAN ZONE (NakODQ 
Braup Three: ketttd bt Zambe 30. (Irish 
names SrsV: S Barron tx X StnAaia 6-3 6-4, D 
Casey btSBwaiya 51 50, Bemw ana Casey 
bt M Kombe and L Ndetwa 51 51. 
AUSTRALIAN OPEN DRAW (F&ndere Path, 
Melbourne, 15-28 January) FM round 
man’s stages: P SAMPRAS (US) V R Frontoefg 


ism is no less ambitious, and as 
they have always lived with rug- 
by league - specifically Wigan - 
on their doorstep, they are not 
to be blamed for seeking a link- 
up with their neighbours which 
will see them playing at Central 
Park by tbe end of the season, 
although not today, alas. 

More spectacularly, there is 
every chance of Wigan’s high- 
powered professionals playing 
professionally for Orrell in their 
off-season, since any block 
would presumably be a re- 
straint of trade. Newcastle were 
taken over by a football club, so 
why not a rugby league dub? 
Having existed on a shoestring 
for years. Orrell deserve all 
the help they can get: they nev- 
er reckoned they had any from 
the RFU. 

It is a still more critical day 
in the Second Division, where 
the exiles’ meeting at Sunbury 
will go far to determine whether 
London Irish or London Scot- 
tish, currently third and second, 
accompany Northampton into 
the First Division. 

Both are incandescent at re- 
ports that the RFU would deny 
them a place in Europe if they 
ultimately finished in a qualify- 
ing place, especially after seeing 
last Sundays Cardiff-Toulouse 
Heineken Cup final. The nar- 
rowly beaten finalists come 
down to earth today at Treoichy. 
■ Edward Jones last night re- 
signed as tbe Welsh union sec- 
retary because of his reluctance 
to work within the new profes- 
sional dispensation agreed In’ 
the International Boiard and 
changes introduced by the 
WRU. 


(Aus); M Joyce (US) v K Goos&ens IBeD: qua/- 
tier v M PnfippoiKa (Aus); quarter v G Sdrafla 
(Am); M Sinner iGarj v A BetabrefOic (Aus); S 
Masuofca Da pan; v M Wooctfwoe lAusj; E 
Sanchez iSp) v F Cover (Sp): F rte VWrtl (Be)' 
v P HAARKUiS (Neth); G IVANISEVIC iCroa) v 
B Kaitjachef iGen; K Carisen (Den) v qualifier; 
A Costa (Sp) v F Metgem (BO: R Furtan (It) v 
S Draper (Aus): J Margin (Au&i v D MAwaton 


(US); KAteml (Mori v H Gumy (Arc LRou> IFn 
v A Vanea (Rom) M GoeSner iGerlv T ENDVTST 
(Swe); B BEDE) (Ger) v G Ruse&Jd (GB); J 
Ottoi Ifiksh) v T Jctottson CSne); H Ht*n (Swai 
v B Btech (Dm); N Lapentu (Ecu) v M Larssar 
(Smi; quaMer v J Apes Owe); N Manues (Poo 
v B Stewsn (NZ); V 0 Atnaou IMort v D PH- 
ms) (Ger); J Stemere* (NMh) v M RUSSET 
iSwilJ; A BOET5CH (Fr) v G Fw^J (Ft); M Wastv 
raon (US) v J Sanchez (Spi; M Rkx tCMe) v 
Pfcfier (Aus): M HwJart iColl v A Chesnokca 
(Rust; M Tettiutt (Aus) v C-U Sroeb (Ger); P 
Tramaccts (Aus) v S Noszaly (Hun); A Corretja 
iSpj v J hrcstak (Stovak); F Santoro (Fi) v t 
AAFELNfiW (ft®j: M CHANG (US) v D RAI 1C: 
Rep): J Htasek (Swit) v D Norman (Bal); 0 De- 
Utre (Fr) v B Qhvooo (Aus): G Room (Fri v qual- 
fcrt J NottkiC2 Rep) v S Edborg (Sim): qutoer 
v S Schalhan (Neth); H Dreekmarr (Gar) v F 
Fetter**) (Den); J Sltftenbeig lAus) v R KRA- 
J)CEK (Neth): A MEDVEDEV (Ufin v C Mo*a ISp): 
qualifier i P McEnroe (USI; qualifier v C Ruud 
(Ncrt; M TBstrom (Sure) v A Tndsteff) IDS); quat 
ifier v A Gaudena ««; C CoetaiSp) v a Vdhn* 
(Rus>; quatter v J Frana (Argi: matter v T 
MUSTER (AuUi J COURIER (U5| v J Van Here* 
(Bel); P Kideity (Aus) v J Taranga ojsi: 0 
ogorodov iua» v T Wood tr dee iausv, e 
IDhrach ICZ Rep) v s BescosoSdo ilu; C Adams 
(US) vTlaiMiam (Aral: D Ronagto (USi v M 
Ordusha tSAi: h Kucera (Siovahj vquaatier. J 
Start (US) »H FERREIRA (SA):T MARTIN (USi 
v D VaceA ICZ ftp); R Rmbos (USj v M Darnrn 
(CxRep): J Bjortrman tSwei tf A b> (Aus): T Hen- 
man (GB) v P Korda ((2 Rep); qualifier v qual- 
ifier J Yaga (Peru) v S SloBe (Aus); qualifier 
v VSpsdea (US); quarter v A AGASSI <USI. first 

reia«l;tKBnan'BSiti0Bs:MSEl£SiUS>vcto- 

*er K Studendrara (Sorakl v D Van Roaa iBeft, 
matter v N BradtKe lAusi; J Haiard Otcuge, 
(Fr) v J Taytar (Ausi; R Zruboirwa iStovaM v A 
Sueyama (Jvani; S PkhowsKi (Fn v Qualifier; 
1 Husarova (Stovah) v L Wdd (USi; C Cnsiea 
(Rom) v N SALVAMATSU Uaoani; N ZVEREVA 
(Beta) v A Smashnma Ibn: T Whnfinger Jones 
IDS) v N Kipmuta Uapani: I Sprtea iTttvn) S 
Testud (Fn; N Baudroe tin »S Appamars IBeD: 
qualifier v M de Snardi iSAr. P Simver (US) v 
A Fusai (Ft); N Pran (Ausj v L Mcfleri t(JSl: E 
Makarova (Rus) v 1 MAJOU iCioai; A SANCHEZ 
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Union votes for its 
Steve Sale reports 


on which Bridle’s apparently 
successful campaign has rested 
and the calamitous conse- 
quences in prospect of a Brittle 
victory. 

The nub of the argument is 
that in the rush to profession- 
alism. the RFU has ignored tbe 
small clubs and their interests. 
This would be true if there 
were any urgent interests in- 
volved; instead, even with the 
RFU choosing to let the “open" 
game apply to anyone who 
makes that choice, the coming 
of professionalism has next to no 
relevance for the broad swathe 
who will simply cany on as if 
nothing had happened. 

The real urgency was for the 
RFU to address the implemen- 
tation of professionalism - which 
it did in the well-received com- 
mission report that will go be- 
fore tomorrow’s meeting - and 
sort out the top level of the game 
where the impact would be fell. 

Brittle presents himself as a re- 
alist intent on uniting all levels 
of the game, and one of the bliz- 
zard of faxes his PR campaign 
has circulated also presents him 
as the “ common man". 

This is an interesting de- 
scription of a man living in tax 
exile - although one can but gasp 
in admiration at the way he has 
marshalled his forces at county 
level, where they have bitterly 
and quite rightly come to sec 
themselves as marginalised by 
tbe advance of the big clubs and 
the overwhelming primacy ac- 
corded to the national team. 

They ought to know, howev- 
er, that they are flaying with 
fire. Not withstanding unlikely 
conciliatory noises being made 
by Peter Wheeler of Leicester, 
it is by no means fanciful that 
if the tail really does wag the dog 
as threatened, then tbe leading 
clubs will secede from the 
union. Is that what Brittle, the 
counties or the hundreds of 
dubs voting by proxy want? 

No, of course not, but this is 
the path that is being followed un- 
erringly and has been allowed lo 
proceed unchallenged because 
the RFU has fell unable to 
counter-campaign on behalf of 
the official candidate. Even Jeav- 
ons-Fellows has been muled in 
his defence, as well as privately 
dismayed that Twickenham has 
not openly come to his aid. 

But if and when Brittle wins, 
he will have to chair the same ex- 
ecutive who self-evidently have 
no confidence in him. Hereby 
may lie the RFU’s salvation: as 
Brittle will be answerable to the 
executive, we can suppose he will 
fulfil their will. And then they 
can go to the AGM in July and 
try all over again. 


VCARIO ( Spi v B ftmstatUer iAuri. A Gross- 
man (USi v B Rmner (Gen; K Godndge (Ausi 
« S Oake- Brockman lAusi: S Caoc lUSl i E 
Gafen (Bel); N Arendt (US) v K Rarttwfl i Aiaj: 
L Qvank-fluUM (Fr) v S Fanna nti; V Marline* 
i Ger) w M-A SCTCtez lorenro (Spi; V Ruano- 
Pascual (Sp) v M J FERNANDEZ (US); C RU- 
BIN (US) v R McQuillan (Aus); T knzan (Skwakj 
v M McGrath (US): L Coumns iBef) v M Ore- 
mare (Neth); A EJanod (Ausj « J Kruger ISA); 
K KschwwnJi (Dart tf P Beg e™ iGeri; N Mmj- 
0 (Japan) v S Ceccnrm nu: I Demongem ifti 
v K Habsudoua (Slovak): S SraKorti (US) v G 
SABATWI lAig): K DATE (Japani v A Gawiidon 
(Meu; M Endo (Japan) v h-A Guw lAusi; J Ne- 
jerty (Can; v M Hor&s (Syw; B P&utrs rAuti v 
L Nedand (lai); N FeDei IBofl « qualifier; A Ser- 
ra-Zaneru HO v K Bongeri (Neon; A lemesvan 
(Hiffi) v Shr-TjigVifarig (Tail; PHy- Bouiais iCan) 
v B SCHUUZ-MCCARIMf ffleuii; A COETZER 
ISA) v M Schnefl (Auu; S Hack (Ger) v Y Ba- 
suki (Indoni; quaiAer v L Lee (USj; M J Gaartano 
lAift v matter, L Raymond (US) v R G rente 
(Jt>: M Tang (HKJ >p S Meter iGen; K Nagatsu- 
ka Uaoa-i) « E LWwitsew rRuw; P Sctesn: i Auu 
tf M PIERCE IFr); A HUBER iGert v S Hlwna/a 
(Cz Rep); A Carteon iSwe) v K Sharpe lAusn 
M Soandlurwi (Swe) u D Randnantefy (Madi; L 
Rtoerova Id Repi v G Biggs lAus): H Sutra- 
tfB ICZ Repi v J Wiesner lAul): M GrjyOiTrrtkii 
(Pol) k T Musffave (4i«); M Atejandra Vcnto 
(Van i v Suig-Hee Park (S Kotk B Schell iAuji 
v A fRAZIER (USk L DAVEJffiWr (USi v C Sr^r 
(Ger); G Fernandez lUS) v R Stubto (Aisi; K. 
Nmok (Pofi vN DahUnan (Fin): E de Lone (US' 
w R Drajjamr (Romi. Y Kamu I Japan i v Fang 
U (Chnai; T Jetmeruca Dug) v J Kandan iGen; 
Jmg-Cten Yi (Chma) r F Laoai (Ar£l. qualrfier , 
C MARTINEZ iSpl. (seeds m capitals) 
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Uefa ban 


Wimbledon 


Football 


PHIL SHAW 


Tottenham Hotspur and Wim- 
bledon. staggered by yester- 
day's one-season ban from 
Europe for failing to enter into 
the spirit of last summer's In- 
tertoto Cup. will have the back- 
ing of I he Football Association 
and the Premier League in 
their appeal to European foot- 
ball's governing body, Uefa. 

The suspension - the third 


punishment imposed by Uefa in 
respoase to the under^strength 
teams fielded by Spurs and 
Wimbledon - will be active for 
five yeans. If either qualifies for 
any European competition 
within that period, they will not 
be allowed to enter. 

After a hastily convened 
meeting with EA officials, Sam 
Ham mam. Wimbledon's own- 
er. and Peter Barnes, tbe Spurs 
secretary, announced their in- 
tention to fight the ban. Both 
Hammam and Spur s' chair- 


man, Alan Sugar, reacted with 
incredulity rather than anger to 
the Uefa’s bolt from the blue, 
each suggesting it must be the 
result of a misunderstanding. 

An FA spokesman pledged le- 
gal and moral backing for Spurs 
and Wimbledon, although he ar- 
gued that Lancaster Gale could 
not be blamed. “We can’t be 
held responsible for what Uefa 
has decided to do." he said. Rick 
Parry, the Premier League’s 
chief executive, offered “full 
support" to the clubs. 


According to Sugar. Spurs 
had only entered the Intertoto 
“by way of a favour" to the FA 
and Premier League. They un- 
derstood they had permission 
from the FA to field sides com- 
prising loan players and re- 
serves in the games, which were 
staged in June and July when 
most of their first-team squad 
were on holiday. With the pitch 
at White Hart Lane being re- 
seeded, they were also allowed 
to play at Brighton. 

“There must be a major mis- 


understanding and I'm sure it'll 
be cleared up very' shortly." Sug- 
ar said I flff night. He said the EAs 
sanction was confirmed in writ- 


“ nothing would happen if we pro- 
ceeded on that basis’". 

He added; “Therefore the 
wires have been crossed some- 
where and I'm sure it will be re- 
solved. I'm sure the FA and 
Premier League will back up ex- 
actly what I have said. AD the oth- 
er chairmen know this was the 


ca^ as hv,as agreed at a Prenrier 

League meeting at which Rick 
Pam' and Graham KeDy (the EA 
chief executive} were present-* 7 
Wimbledon also played at 
Brighton with a team rein- 
forced by “outsider". Hammam 
said *Tm sure there’s a mis- 
understanding. We weal into 
the Intertoto not because of 
monev but because of a threat 
time all English clubs would be 
banned from Europe if we 
didn't. We w ere proud to do thar 
at the time." 


Francis is latest to 


snub England job 


GUV HODGSON 


The pool of talent the Football 
Association will draw from to ap- 
point a successor to Tcny Ven- 
ables as England coach took on 
the overflowing abundance of a 
Yorkshire Wilier reservoir yes- 
terday when two more candidates 
withdrew from consideration. 

Gerry Francis, a former Eng- 
land captain and now manager 
of Tottenham Hotspur, said his 
immediate future lay in club 


football and implored the FA to 
press Venables to change his 
mind. Chelsea's Glean Hoddie, 
meanwhile, joined Kevin Kee- 
gan. Bryan Robson. Joe Rpvle 
and Ray Wilkins in saying he 
was not interested in the job. 

Francis, who slipped from the 
bookies’ favourite to second in 
the running, made his statement 
in response to what he de- 
scribed as “intense media spec- 
ulation". It was also delivered 
before the surprise announce- 
ment that Spurs have been sus- 


Candidates fill 
the ‘No’ lobby 


lummy Docbcny. a man with 
a ready quote for most situa- 
tions. summed up life in charge 
of a football team. “Manage- 
ment these days is like nuclear 
war," he said. “No winners, 
just survivors." 

The most primitive urge of 
all. the need to survive, is com- 
ing into play as the search to re- 
place Terry Venables as 
England coach lurches towards 
a compromise. At one time 
only the best was good enough 
to lead the nation's football 
team, now it would seem we will 
have to make do with either the 
bravest or most foolhardy. 

Gerry Francis, who has always 
come across as a sensible man, 
confirmed that opinion yester- 
day when he said the England 
job was not for him. He joined 
a herd of young managers like 
Kevin Keegan. Bryan Robson. 
Ray Wilkins, Joe Roylc aad 
Glenn Hoddie who had looked 
at the spirit-budding pressures 
inflicted on Venables and his 
predecessor. Graham Taylor, 
and decided the chances of a 
happy life would be improved by 
remaining at their clubs. 

Who can blame them? It 
takes a soul of granite consis- 
tency not to flinch when con- 
fronted with “Turnip" headlines 
and even those with the neces- 
sary iron would probably prefer 
not to have their private lives in- 
vestigated with the toothcomb 
intensity that the tabloids apply. 
The Engiandjob has become the 
most difficult of them all. 

So where does the the grow- 
ing list of refuseniks leave the 
Football Association? Graham 
Kelly, the governing body's chief 
executive, says the preference is 
for an English former interna- 


Guy Hodgson 

considers the FA's 
options in finding 
a national coach 


tional but the perfect man ap- 
pears to be an impossible dream. 

If the denials are taken at face 
value the only Premiership man- 
agers who would meet the cri- 
teria are Brian Little. Colin 
Todd and Alan Ball and none 
has had sufficient success at club 
level to merit proper attention. 
The FA will have to compromise 
or change someone's mind. 

Of the latter categoiy. Robson 
would seem the most amenable, 
given that his “no" was the least 
emphatic. A mao whose patrio- 
tism was as fierce as his tackles 
might leave the Riverside if he 
was persuaded his country was 
in a desperate position. 

If the FA did bend. Howard 
Wilkinson would appear a nat- 
ural candidate. He never played 
for England but his esteem at 
Lancaster Gale is high and he has 
something on his c.v. that among 
current English managers, only 
Howard Kendall can match: 
winning the championship. He 
has also not ruled himself ouL 

A final compromise may yet 
prove the most attractive, how- 
ever. One man will become 
available in 1997 who has 
played for England and had in- 
ternational management expe- 
rience. The FA could ask 
Robson or Keegan to carry the 
burden on a part-time and tem- 
porary basis and wait for the 
candidate they most crave for 
the job. Then Terry Venables 
would become the most suc- 
cessful survivor of them all. 


pended for a year from Euro- 
pean competition by LTefa. 

“Although my agreement 
with Tottenham expires this 
summer.'' he said, “at the pre- 
sent time I am of the same opin- 
ion as I was two years ago. when 
I was interviewed about the 
England position. That is that if 
my future is in footbalL it would 
be at dub level. 1 would also urge 
the Football Association to per- 
sist, if possible, to try to persuade 
Terry to change his mind and not 
to lose the invaluable experience 
gained over the last two years." 

Hoddie s contract at Stam- 
ford Bridge runs out at the end 
of the season, which would co- 
incide with Venables' stepping 
down after the European 
Championship final in June. He 
has not signed a new deal but 
he dik'ounted any chance of his 
becoming England coach. 

“I haven’t even thought 
about it." he said. "I don't wish 
to look and plan too far ahead. 
I have got enuugh problems of 
my own us a dub manager." He. 
loo, spoke of the need for con- 
tinuity in the England camp. 

William Hill offer odds of 8-1 
about Venables doing a U-turn 
and remaining in charge for the 
opening World Cup qualifying fie 
next September. Puzzled pun- 
ters, meanwhile, have latched on 
to Howard Wilkinson and Frank 
Clark as likely contenders. 

Hill's have cut Wilkinson’s 


rating from 8-1 to 5-2 joint sec- 
riark-“ 


ond favourite, while Clark - his 
Nottingham Forest side are Eng- 
land's only European survivors 
-has co rue in from 33-1 to 20-1. 

Wilkinson who is under con- 
tract at Leeds until the summer 
of 1997, refused to discuss his 
chances of landing the post He 
said; “7 have nothing to say 
about the job -and that includes 
questions on whether I want it or 
don’t want it - or the qualities re- 
quired to do the job. the possi- 
ble candidates or any other 
aspects of this particular issue." 

The Middlesbrough manag- 
er. Robson, despite his claims, 
is the 7-4 favourite for the post, 
with the Former Switzerland 
manager, Roy Hodgson, now in 
charge at InternazionaJe, 12-1. 

A spokesman for William 
Hill Graham Sharpe, said: “We 
are very sceptical about high 
profile managers who make 
diplomatic statements stressing 
how happy they are with their 
current jobs. We believe most 
managers are so confident of 
their own abilities they would 
find it almost impossible to 
turn down running tbe nation- 
al side if offered it directly." 
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The most famous umpire in the world: The immrtabie Dickie Bird relaxes on holiday in Torquay 
yesterday. He retires from Test cricket at Lord's this summer Photograph; Marc Hill 
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Military supporter affected 
lo flourish, circling round 
line (L9i 

Source of energy that's 
about thespian (7) 

Eating disorders, produced 
bv new body chemical (7) 
Suitable encounter (4) 
Opening moves exhibiting 
no good range (5) 

Not entirely attractive meal 
(4) 

Excited about involving 
American city j7j 
Stuff lhar's found in bulging 
hamburgers f 7 ) 

Mistakenly showing mock- 
ing humour about long up- 
set (7) 

island that is seen from be- 
hind in most of Indian city 
IT) 

Biblical heroine in reality 
decapitated |'4j 

Hydrocarbon? Best use this 
yellow liquid for starters (5) 
Put out while withdrawing 
(41 

Goose suitable for Brrdman 
of Alcatraz in later life? (4- 

Platform? Run out and play 
the guitar (7) 

Hem for article in The Inde- 
pendent giving advice to 
parachutists? <5.7) 


'(4) 


14 

15 


Church took In gold from 
castle (7) 

End of game fellow - , , 
Mate often in hot spot 
shows anger over male in 
cool t7) 

Inclination not to start 
the dusting? (7) 

Farm produce from lay- 
ers? Not chickens, princi- 
pally (4) 

Working legs in hard race 
17) 

Initially how one plaits 
Monopoly... (4,3,4,21 
... while a"i Greenwich? 
CL3.S) 

Boards the coach (5) 


Name dropping in aflec- 
Q. dispfjvin: 


19 


20 


21 


26 


27 


tation. displaying offen- 
sive attitude (5; 

Go on for longer than a 
route snaking around 
West 17) 

One guy upset Right, be- 
ing less experienced i7j 
What’s the point of a sto* 
ry about a yard belonging 
to the council leader?'" (7) 
Some swimmers evidently 
do so I7l 

A stroke from the wh/p 
appears endless, unfortu- 
nately (4) 

Continent has a former 
name of a local country 
curtailed t4) 
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Hammam was ’‘optizzusric" 
that the ^honourable and able 
people in Uefa" would listen 
sympathetically to their appeal. 
■*ThK isn't a case for Wimbledon 
to deal with. It is for the whole 
of Finish football to be united’’ 
Uefa had already withheld 
the financial reward the two 
dubs were, due for entering 
the Intertoto. Then last month 
it reduced from four to three the 
number of places, for English 
chibs in next season's Uefa 
Dip because of the "poor atti- 


tode” of Spurs h^TWmbledon. 
“^fe knew Uefa were unhappy,” 
an FA spokesman said. "They 
felt the dobs hadn’t entered into 
the spirit of the competition.** 

' Spurs’ captain, GiOTy Mab- 
butt, was "devastated'* by the ban. 
Wimbledon twice missed out 
on Europe because of the ban 
that followed the HeyseV disas- 
ter. The third English entrants, 
Sheffield Wednesday, escaped 
with a Uefa reprimand, having 
been second in tbeir section. 
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‘Dickie’ to 


bow out at 
Lord’s Test 


Cricket 


The man who almost made a 
career out of bad fight wifi be 
disappearing into the shadows 
in June. Harold ‘'Dickie" Bird, 
fbr years considered the best 
umpire in the world, will stand 
in his last international match 
when he takes charge of the 
second Test between England 
and India at Lord’s. 

The 62-ycar-old Yorkshire- 
man, one of the few sports 
officials to emerge beyond the 
boundaries of his game as a per- 
sonality, has brought a unique 
blend of the exotic and the 
excellent to each of the world- 
record 65 Tests and 92 one-day 
internationals he has officiated 
in since 1973. 

His exaggerated gestures and 
his look of constant harass- 
ment at being in the middle of 
high-pressure international 
sport made for wonderfully 
entertaining television, and 
even turned him into an object 
of ridicule at times. Bui they dis- 
guised an absolute ^asp of the 
' game and a remarkable ability . 
to get hairiine dectsipns CorrecL - 
In retxm^rasonsdiehasbo- 


Hugh Bateson on 

a retiring umpire 
to whom strange 
things happened 


commentators, is guaranteed 
The editor of Wisden Ct&keim' 
Almanac, Matthew Engel, said: 
“Dickie’s retirement will be a 
terrible loss for lest cricket in 
tbe sense that be has been so 
much more than an umpire. He 
has contributed hugely to the 
humour of the game.” 

Stories about Bad are legion. 
Allan Lamb and Inn. Botham 
played the most famous prank 
on him (which Bird tells against 
himself in his regular after- 
dinner speeches) when Lamb 
entrusted Bird with his mobile 
telephone while he was batting 
in a Test match. Bird dutifully 
pul it in his pocket, and was star- 
tled when it started ringing in 
foe middle of the game. Botham 
w as on the line asking Lamb to 



play a few shots. 


ct::_ ; 


gun to prove fallible, however, 
the 


and although he will continue 
to stand in tbe county game, he 
is retiring from tbe international 
circuit, “I always said that I want 
to go out at the top. I want to 
go out gracefully and I want to 
be remembered” be said. “I 
don't want to go on too long and 
people to say that Dickie Bird’s 
slipping and I think'it’s the time 
togo."“ 

Bird's standing in the game, 
with players, spectators and 


also seemed to attract the 
unusual in Test cricket In last 
summer’s Test between England 
at foe Wesrlntfiesat OHTrafford, 

Bird had to hah tte game because 
of too much sunli^it when the re- 
flected glare off a glass door was A ' 
da 2 zlmg a batsman. . wr '" 

And he was in charge at Head- 
m the 1987match T betoken. 
England and tbe West indies, 
when water mysteriously began 
emerging from. underground 
forcing another lengthy post- 
ponement. A drain was blocked. 

„ Lord’s wiD be awaiting his 
swan-song with some trepidation. 
England’s space race, page 27 
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Bargain New Year 

O 

Breaks in London 




GREAT HOTELS 

From only 

£ 24 so 

per person per night 


INCLUDING FULL ENGLISH BREAKFAST 


gm* Royal Scot 0171 27S 2434 

Near King's Cross & Euston aa/rac'*** 


Hospitality Inn 0171 3624461 

Bay swater, overlooking Hyde Park , RAC ★★★★ 
and Kensington Gardens. Car Park 


Kensington Palace 0171 937 8121 

Near West End & Knightsbridge " ' a.a. rac 

A THISTLE HOTEL ★★★★ 


The Grosvenor 0171 834 9494 

Victoria _\a -kirir-ir 

A THISTLE HOTEL 


Mount Royal 0171 629 8040 

Marble .Wt, near Oxford St aa/rac •k'k'k-k 


The Selfridge 0171 408 2080 

Central location near Oxford Street irkiric 

A THtSTTLE HOTEL M /RAC 


Whites Hotel 01 72 262 271 1 

Exceptional Hntel overlooking Hyde Park RAC Blue Ribbon 
A THISTLE COUNTRY HOUSE HOTEL 

| ' CHUJ0RBNWEtt»M©v4!-: : > 

1 . .*»“£»n«ra l a 

| 6-li.*Uy free, tA.fjAptrhwattri* 

PKlC.'f.S VAUn >tc( JAMfAKV-l,?(ii I I I5HU ARY 1 

BOOK BY j-!?t JANUARY !<)% 
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Ask » our Travel Agent to book through HigUife cm 0800 TOO 400 
<N. Ireland 01 212 J 1 2000) or call tbe hotel oTyour choice. 
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